
The climate: adapting and accelerating
Overview

At the heart of strategic planning

New York’s offshore wind projects and 
Vancouver’s focus on fuel cell technology 
and wastewater treatment).

There is a growing push to decarbonise cities

Investing in clean energy sources

Facing heatwaves, bushfires, floods and storm surges, leading 
cities are elevating climate resilience

Miami and San Francisco are both 
investing in sea water defences.

North America

Sydney has begun transitioning to zero-emissions 
transport, rolling out 120 electric buses in 2021 
and targeting full electrification by 2030.

Sydney

Vancouver is starting to assess new infrastructure 
on its ability to resist environmental shocks.

Vancouver

As cities commit to 
ambitious net-zero 

carbon emissions targets 
by 2030 or 2050.

Bold environmental 
policies are 

becoming the norm

Singapore’s Sentosa Island and London’s Future 
Neighbourhoods demonstrator initiative.

Creating carbon neutral neighbourhoods
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Electrifying transport 

Special attention should be paid to 
making decarbonised  public and private 
transport an affordable option in lower 
density car-dependent areas and among 
economically disadvantaged groups.

Making decarbonised transport an affordable option

Cities are decarbonising bus fleets and investing in electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure. 

Toronto, which has introduced 
300 electric buses and another 
300 hybrid buses. 

Toronto

Sydney has begun transitioning to 
zero-emissions transport, rolling out 
120 electric buses in 2021 and 
targeting full electrification by 2030.

Sydney

Future public transport
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Supporting green buildings

Enhanced building codes and regulations 

Are an important tool to reduce the carbon footprint of public, 
commercial and residential buildings in many cities

Singapore has a 
Green Building Masterplan 
that sets green floor space targets.

Singapore 

Toronto, assisted by the Canadian 
government, is financing building 
retrofits that aim for at least 25% 
improvement in energy efficiency.

Toronto

Barcelona has an initiative to upgrade 
the energy efficiency of more than 
50,000 homes by 2030.

Barcelona 

In San Francisco, all new buildings 
and family homes up to 10 storeys 
now require rooftop solar panels. 

San Francisco
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Need for improved collaboration

Climate considerations in new housing and transport 

Cities need to keep integrating 
climate considerations into their 
long-term strategic planning, 
economic development and 
investments in new housing 
and transport

San Francisco Bay Area’s new 
2050 strategic plan

San Francisco

Miami region’s 
South Florida 
Climate Change Compact

Miami

San Francisco

Miami




