
The precincts and places equation after COVID-19
Overview

Post-pandemic cities will require high-quality place making

To ensure their central CBDs 
and suburban areas have 
distinct identities and clear 
areas of industry specialisation.

Ensuring economic activity increases

Planners will need to pay 
attention to the hierarchy 
and complementarity of 
different CBDs, ensuring 
economic activity increases 
overall rather than in a way 
that is zero-sum.

Providing memorable experiences 

Place-making, for example by 
encouraging open streets, arts, 
culture and nature, is also an 
important way to attract new 
residents, workers and visitors 
and provide them with 
memorable experiences.

Dedicated innovation precincts 
Involving collaboration between 

cities, businesses and universities, 
offer a way to diversify economies 
and activate urban areas through 

opportunities to work, study, 
research and play.
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Experiences could include:
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Creating new innovation precincts

Cities should embrace change and the opportunity to revise

Instead of hoping for a return 
to the previous state, cities 
should embrace change and 
the opportunity to revise 
precincts to support 
innovation and new industries. 

Converting traditional office space into innovation precincts

Disrupted tourism neighbourhoods
Parts of cities whose economy relies on 

major events, conventions and retail have 
been disrupted by the pandemic. This is 
likely to result in lasting impacts on the 

industry mix, as well as the locations and 
spaces that businesses require. 

Barcelona is diversifying into creative and digital 
industries and advanced manufacturing, after 
being hard hit by a sustained fall in visitor numbers. 

Barcelona 

In Paris, thousands of tech startups are 
being housed in Paris Saclay, Genepole 
d’Evry and the Paris Seine Campus

Paris

Stockholm has a dedicated life sciences 
innovation precinct, Hagastaden.

Stockholm 

Philadelphia’s CBD is expanding into the 
nearby University City district to promote 
collaboration between key economic centres. 

Philadelphia
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Better planning and coordination required

Established and emerging CBDs, as well as larger metropolitan centres, 
will benefit from whole-place approaches.

Unlocking and optimising high-demand and high-value land

Ensuring the the right mix

Open 
spaceResidential Employment Retail Cultural 

attractions
Technology 
capabilities Amenities 

Benefit from whole-place approaches

Cities need to take a strategic 
approach to unlocking and 
optimising high-demand and 
high-value land, particularly 
around train stations or close 
to key jobs clusters.

Focus on encouraging mixed use where possible

Given competing demand for 
commercial, residential and industrial 
activities, cities should focus on 
encouraging mixed use where 
possible, so different activities can 
co-develop alongside each other. 




