
Meadowbank Education 
and Employment Precinct 
Master Plan
July 2020 FINAL

Three cities icon

The three cities icon is a brand 
element that complements the GSC 
logo. It is to be used across GSC 
communications along with the 
primary logo in a consistent manner, 
where space and context makes it 
appropriate. The icon represents 
A Metropolis of Three Cities, a central 
concept in the GSC’s planning work.

To protect the clarity and visibility of 
the logo it has a clearspace zone. 
This means that nothing else can be 
placed in the area surrounding the 
logo. The clearspace zone equals the 
height of one circle  (x).

Monotone logosClearspace

XX

X X

2



2 

Disclaimer: Greater Sydney Commission and Studio GL hold the copyright/copyright licence for all 

diagrams and photographs contained within this report unless otherwise indicated.

Note: This document takes into account the particular instructions and requirements of our client. It is not 

intended for and should not be relied upon by any third party and no responsibility is undertaken to any 

third party. The report layout is designed to be printed at A4 Portrait and viewed as a two page spread. 

Acknowledgement of Country: 

The Greater Sydney Commission acknowledges the traditional 
owners of the lands that include Greater Sydney and the living 
culture of these lands. The Commission recognises that the 
traditional owners have occupied and cared for this Country over 
countless generations and celebrates their continuing contribution to 
the life of Greater Sydney.

Document Information

Job title Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct

Prepared by Greater Sydney Commission/ Studio GL

Job number 19028

Report title Master Plan 

File name 19028_MEEP-Final-Master-Plan-Report.indd

Date Prepared by Reviewed by

17/04/2020 DG, FL, AN, BB, GT FL, DG

18/06/2020 AN, GT DG

22/07/2020 AN DG



3 Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct   |   Master Plan    |   July 2020

Contents

Executive summary 4

01 - Introduction  10

02 - Context 14

03 - Vision 20

04 - Ten Ideas 24

05 - Key Projects  29
5-1 Living Streets  30
5-2 Enhanced Connectivity 38
5-3 Pedestrian Improvements 42
5-4	 Traffic	Management 46
5-5 North-South Shared Pathway  48
5-6 Gateways into Education areas 52
5-7 Green Infrastructure 54
5-8 Station Centres 62
5-9 Sydney Water & Employment Lands 66
5-10 Community engagment and the Key Projects 70



4 

Executive Summary

How will this be implemented?
The	Master	Plan	identifies	potential	projects	for	
consideration by various stakeholders including 
the State Government and City of Ryde (Council). 
These projects could be undertaken in around the 
next ten years. This is subject to government and 
council priorities, further investigation of projects, 
costings and funding decisions.

Why does the Precinct need a 
Master Plan? 
The Master Plan demonstrates how a precinct 
approach can coordinate new State infrastructure 
with other improvements for a local area to 
facilitate better outcomes for businesses and local 
residents.  

The Greater Sydney Commission (Commission) 
was tasked by the NSW Government to prepare 
a Master Plan for Meadowbank that needed 
a collaborative approach across several State 
agencies, working with Council and seeking input 
from the community. 

What is the Meadowbank 
Education and Employment 
Precinct Master Plan? 
The Meadowbank Education and Employment 
Precinct	Master	Plan	(the	Master	Plan)	identifies	
ideas for improved public spaces, green streets, 
transport and accessibility options, local heritage 
consideration, and enhanced employment 
opportunities. These ideas aim to support a 
liveable, sustainable and productive Meadowbank 
Education and Employment Precinct (the Precinct). 
It builds on investment in education infrastructure 
to enhance employment opportunities, improve 
the quality of pedestrian space, improve access 
and transport services and support the existing 
residential community with more open space and 
other facilities.  

The Master Plan considers the area holistically, 
providing context for the new schools and TAFE 
Campus, and proposing new ideas for future 
projects.

Executive summary
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Vision for the Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct

Guiding Principles
A set of Guiding Principles were developed for the Master Plan to ensure a more integrated, liveable 
and accessible place.

The NSW Government is reimagining the way we learn and connect. 
The new Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct will have 
education at its heart while also connecting students to training and 
employment opportunities with local industry and the surrounding 
community. It will be an open, safe place where locals can access 
shared facilities and new community spaces. 

Enhance and expand open 
and recreational spaces, 
increase tree canopy and 
identify opportunities to 
improve natural drainage 
and water management.

04.

Improve access to, from 
and across the Precinct. 

01.

Identify catalyst sites and 
unlock future development 
opportunities for local 
employment and increase 
synergies with education 
and employment. 

05.

Prioritise active transport 
(walking and cycling) and 
public transport within the 
Precinct. 

02. Strengthen and create 
places which provide a 
focus for community life 
within the Precinct.

03.

Celebrate and bring to 
life the heritage and 
local character of the 
Precinct and opportunities 
for community and 
engagement. 

06.
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Figure 1 Sketch vision of the Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct
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Executive Summary
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Ten Ideas and Nine Key Projects 
Ten ideas were initially developed and presented 
to the community and stakeholders during public 
consultation at the end of 2019. A detailed 
summary of the engagement process and feedback 
received can be found in Appendix C in the 
Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct 
Background Document. 

The	ten	preliminary	ideas	were	split	into	five	ideas	
focused	around	'movement'	and	five	focused	
around strengthening the qualities of the 'place'. 

Movement ideas included actions to improve 
pedestrian, bicycle, public transport and 
vehicular access and provide new and upgraded 
connections. 

Place ideas considered establishing a blue / green 
link through the Precinct, upgrading station areas, 
enhancing employment lands, increasing green 
infrastructure and creating more enlivened and 
attractive places.

The Greater Sydney Commission used feedback 
from	the	community	consultation	to	refine	and	
shape	the	final	Master	Plan.	The	ten	ideas	have	
been	refined	into	nine	'Key	Projects'	for	the	
Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct. 
These 'Key Projects' can be championed by 
different	government	entities including City of Ryde, 
Transport for NSW, School Infrastructure NSW and 
TAFE NSW.

P1

P2

P3

P4

P5

M1

Enhanced local pedestrian experienceM2

New E-W active transport connectionsM3

New westside bus stopM4

Improved	traffic	managementM5

Movement 

Nine Key Projects

Ten Ideas 
Living Streets

Pedestrian 
Improvements 

Traffic	Management

North-South Shared 
Pathway

Gateways into  
Education Areas

Green Infrastructure

Station Centres 

Sydney Water & 
Employment Lands

Enhanced Connectivity 

Place

Improved regional ped/cycle access

Upgraded station precincts  

Enhanced employment lands

Increased green infrastructure

Engaging places

Blue / green link
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Investigate modifying streets into 'Living Streets' 
that prioritise pedestrian and cyclist movement

Enhance connectivity with an overpass across 
Victoria Road and an underpass beneath the 
railway line 

Support walking to school by investigating 
opportunities for pedestrian safety upgrades such 
as footpath widening, improved intersections, 
reduced speed limits and/or shared zones

Improve vehicle access and intersections around 
the precinct

Explore opportunities for a shared pedestrian 
and cyclist route along the railway line with links 
to the stations, schools, TAFE and the existing 
cycle network

Establish legible, welcoming, safe and accessible 
entries to the schools and TAFE sites 

Strengthen green infrastructure in the region 
including a blue link along the natural drainage 
corridor and new green open spaces

Strengthen the accessibility and connectivity 
around the existing train station centres

Support	intensification	of	employment	land	
as	a	significant	asset	for	local	jobs.	Explore	
opportunities for revitalisation and/ or community 
spaces within the heritage listed Sydney Water 
Site 

The Core and the Frame 

The plan is focused on a ‘Core’ study area 
around the schools and TAFE sites. It includes 
the existing employment lands, Sydney Water's 
West Ryde Pumping Station site and the area 
around the Meadowbank Railway Station. 

Projects within the ‘Core’ will connect students 
and residents with local jobs and support new 
businesses in enhanced employment lands, 
improve public spaces, enhance local heritage, 
improve accessibility and enhance amenity 
around the Meadowbank station. 

Surrounding this ‘Core’ is an extended ‘Frame’ 
area which places the ‘Core’ within a larger 
context.	The	plan	identifies	opportunities	
for improved connectivity supporting the 
development of extended recreation, education 
and employment opportunities for the wider 
community.

The Meadowbank Education and 
Employment Precinct Master Plan
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1-1 What is the Master Plan?

The Greater Sydney Commission (the Commission) 
has prepared this Master Plan for the Meadowbank 
Education and Employment Precinct (MEEP)
to optimise investment in the area by enhancing 
place making, supporting co-location of uses 
and delivering a place with vibrant amenity, high 
productivity	and	fine	grained	connectivity.	

The	MEEP	Master	Plan	identifies	a	vision,	guiding	
principles and nine key projects. The plan builds 
upon planned transformational projects within 
the Precinct, including a new high school, a new 
primary school and a new Multi-Trades and Digital 
Technology Hub.

Also considered in the MEEP Master Plan, are 
adjacent employment lands zoned Light Industrial – 
IN2, Special Infrastructure – SP2 (Sydney Water and 
Ausgrid) and residential and mixed use sites.

The Master Plan identifies opportunities 
for NSW Government investment in the 
Precinct, which would enhance place 
making, support co-location of education 
and employment facilities and deliver 
a community with a vibrant amenity, 
high productivity and fine grained 
connectivity.

All	potential	projects	identified	in	the	Master	Plan	
are subject to further investigation and funding 
decisions. Projects that are allocated funding are 
expected to occur in a staged process in around 
the next ten years. 

01  Introduction

01 - Introduction 

Figure 3 Artist sketch of potential bus stop, turning circle and underpass at Bank St
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The Precinct is located 15 kilometres west of the 
Sydney CBD and 10 kilometres east of Parramatta, 
within the local government area of the City of Ryde. 
The Precinct is comprised of a 'Frame' and a ‘Core’. 
The 'Core' is focused around the schools and TAFE 
Campus and also includes approximately 7 hectares 
of existing employment lands, 5.4 hectare West Ryde 
Pumping Station owned by Sydney Water (Sydney 
Water site) at Hermitage Road and Victoria Road, the 
Meadowbank Railway Station and retail area, and the 
corresponding small commercial area to the west of 
the Northern Railway Line. 

1-2 The Precinct 

The 'Frame’ is located on either side of the T9 
Northern Railway Line and stretches from Station 
Street to Church Street, and from the Parramatta 
River to just beyond Victoria Road. It includes both 
West Ryde and Meadowbank Stations.

The NSW Government will continue to engage with 
the Meadowbank stakeholders to ensure that the 
proposed vision is achieved. 

A detailed context analysis is provided in Appendix 
A in the 'Meadowbank Education and Employment 
Precinct Background Document'. 

0 50 100 200 300m

Figure 4 Context map of the MEEP 'Frame' and 'Core' area
NORTH
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• Consider the integration of the employment lands 
located to the north of the Education Precinct and 
the potential for this area to deliver more jobs 
closely integrated with the opportunities provided 
as part of the expansion of the TAFE program on 
the Meadowbank Campus;

• Recommend pedestrian and cycle access 
improvements to serve the community, the 
schools and the TAFE, including connection to 
regional cycle routes;

• Recommend	street	intersection	modifications	
to improve vehicle access into and out of the 
Precinct;

• Recommend public domain improvements for the 
'Core' and key connections through the 'Frame' 
area of the Precinct;

• Recommend bus routes for schools and public 
services including bus stop locations;

• Recommend	additional	student	drop-off	locations	
for the K-6, 7-12 and TAFE student groups; and

• Recommend interface opportunities between the 
schools and the surrounding community.

Other issues considered during the development of 
the Final Master Plan include:

• Access and transport;

• Flood and natural systems;

• Infrastructure upgrades which may be needed to 
serve the future needs of the Precinct; and

• Identification	of	future	uses	of	the	Sydney	
Water site that support the Precinct, meet the 
operational requirements of the existing pumping 
station and recognise the value of the Sydney 
Water property asset. 

1-3 The Master Plan Objectives 
The following objectives have informed the Final 
Master Plan in addition to input from the public 
consultation:

• Find solutions to ensure the successful operation 
of the schools within the community;

• Consider mobility through the Precinct in both the 
'Core' and 'Frame' parts of the Master Plan area;

• Consider renewal and reuse options for 
recreation and community uses of the Sydney 
Water site at Victoria Road and Hermitage Road;

• Consider renewal and reuse options for the 
area surrounding Meadowbank Station including 
enhancement of the existing retail centre;

• Consider a new public pedestrian connection 
from the western side of the railway corridor near 
Meadowbank Station to the eastern side, linking 
into the Education Precinct;

01    Introduction
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0 50 100 200 300mFigure 5 Aerial map of the MEEP 'Frame' and 'Core' area NORTH
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02  Context

2-1 The bigger picture
The future development of the Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct needs to consider existing 
and emerging policies for the area. Key planning policies have been summarised in this section.

Greater Sydney Region Plan

The Greater Sydney Region Plan 2018-2056 ‘A 
Metropolis of Three Cities’ (the GSRP), released 
in	March	2018	by	the	Commission,	identifies	the	
40-year strategic vision for Greater Sydney. The 
GSRP	identifies	an	urgent	need	to	upgrade	existing	
and construct new education and training facilities to 
meet the needs of the growing population. 

The NSW Government 2018/19 Budget included  
$6 billion to deliver more than 170 new and 
upgraded schools over the next four years, two of 
these projects, a high school and a primary school, 
are located within the precinct.

North District Plan

The North District Plan released in 2018 by the 
Commission provides a 20-year plan to manage 
social, economic and environmental growth in 
northern Sydney in order to achieve the 40-year 
vision	for	Greater	Sydney.	Meadowbank	is	identified	
as a local centre within the Ryde LGA.

The North District Plan expects the Ryde LGA to have 
the greatest increase in population (51,700 additional 
people by 2036) due to the anticipated urban renewal 
in the area. The North District Plan	also	identifies	the	
opportunities for tertiary and vocational education and 
training within the North District.

02 - Context

Greater Sydney Commission   |   Greater Sydney Region Plan 2018

15
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Greater Sydney Commission   |   Eastern City District Plan
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Greater Sydney Commission   |   Eastern City District Plan
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Figure 6 Structure Plan for Greater Sydney  (Source: Greater Sydney Commission, 2018)

MEEP
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Local Strategic Planning Statement

'Planning Ryde', the Local Strategic Planning 
Statement	(LSPS)	for	the	City	of	Ryde,	finalised	
in March 2020, provides a 20-year vision, as well 
as planning priorities and actions for the local 
government area.

The following planned projects are relevant for 
consideration of future development within the 
Precinct:

• New public recreation and open / civic space 
within the Sydney Water site (along Hermitage 
Road)

• New pedestrian connection across the railway 
line

• Retain urban services (employment lands)

• Promote creative industries in employment lands

• Encourage indoor recreation in Light Industrial 
areas

• High-density residential development around 
Meadowbank Crescent and Bank Street

• New open / civic space on Meadowbank Public 
School site after relocation

• Upgrade existing bridge on Angas Street to 
improve access for people and cars

• Enhance high street vitality and address shop 
vacancy

• Preserve biodiversity corridor and threatened 
species within schools, TAFE and Sydney Water 
sites

• Create new active transport connection from 
West Ryde train station to Meadowbank train 
station (via Sydney Water site, TAFE Campus 
and proposed schools).

Draft West Ryde Town Centre Revitalisation

The Draft West Ryde Town Centre Revitalisation 
Strategy, released in 2019 by the City of Ryde, 
details the future character of nine precincts within 
the West Ryde Town Centre and aligns with the 
Greater Sydney Region Plan 2018 and the North 
District Plan 2018.

Sydney Water's West Ryde Pumping Station site 
is	one	of	the	precincts	identified.	Along	with	the	
retention	of	the	State	Significant	Pumping	Station,	
the document outlines the potential future for the 
site "that will be sympathetic to the heritage values 
of the pumping station and improve its setting".

"Should future development take place 
in the (Pumping Station) Precinct, there 
are opportunities to allow public access 
to the Precinct, create new parklands 
and better integrate the site with the 
wider context such as West Ryde 
Town Centre and the Meadowbank 
Education and Employment Precinct 
with pedestrian and cycling connections. 
This would improve the connectivity and 
walkability of the area".
Draft West Ryde Town Centre Revitalisation Strategy, 2019
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2-2 The local area

The	character	of	the	Precinct	is	strongly	influenced	
by the topography. Two ridges bisect the Precinct 
and Charity Creek lies in the small valley between 
the two ridges. Victoria Road follows and connects 
the	two	ridges	and	is	flanked	by	an	irregular	
network of smaller streets. 

Block sizes are typically long and narrow, with 
larger blocks to the south west of the Precinct and 
down towards the Parramatta River. Within the 
'Core' of the Precinct and east of the railway line 
there are a few larger blocks which accommodate 
the schools, TAFE Campus and Sydney Water site.  

Tall trees can be found throughout the Precinct 
but are concentrated along the railway line, within 
the schools and TAFE sites and the Sydney Water 
site. Areas of open space within the Precinct are 
typically concentrated along the Parramatta River 
but also include the Charity Creek Cascades.  

The built form of the Precinct is highly diverse, 
with a large number of one and two storey single 
residential dwellings and pockets of higher 
density apartments ranging from three storey 
walk up apartments to six and seven storey high 
apartments. Built form within the Precinct 'Core' 
primarily comprises large educational buildings on 
the TAFE site, and one and two storey warehouse 
and workshop buildings in the employment areas. 

Heritage plays an important role in the character of 
the Precinct. There are locally listed heritage items 
and conservation areas with the Sydney Water site 
having	state	heritage	significance.	Items	of	very	
high	and	high	significance	within	this	site	include	
the Surge Tank / Reservoir, an octagonal Valve 
Building and groups of trees. The No.2 Pumping 
Station Building, which faces Victoria Road, is 
the	largest	of	the	significant	structures	within	the	
Sydney Water site.  

Existing views of the Precinct 

02    Context
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Figure 7 Precinct Topography map
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The Precinct is well served by public transport with 
two railway stations and regular buses along Victoria 
Road however pedestrian access across the Precinct 
is restricted by the topography, the large blocks and the 
barriers caused by the railway line and the regionally 
important vehicular access routes along Victoria Road 
and Church Street.

NORTH



18 

Opportunities to address some local challenges are 
presented in the diagrams below.

A key challenge for the Precinct is the T9 railway 
line which severs the Precinct and creates a barrier 
to east-west connectivity. Between Victoria Road 
and Meadowbank Ferry Stop there are only three 
locations to cross under or over the 1.5km stretch 
of railway line. Victoria Road is another barrier to 
north-south pedestrian and cycle movement. 

2-3 Local challenges and opportunities

Blue / green links create 
amenity and can potentially 
reduce	flooding	risks

Adaptive reuse of heritage 
items and renewal of 
employment areas

Additional connections across 
the railway line would improve 
E-W access

Additional connections across 
Victoria Road would improve 
N-S connectivity

Figure 8 Local challenges (top) and opportunities (bottom) 
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while ridges hinder pedestrian 
movement

Heritage items and 
conservation areas require 
additional consideration 

The Railway line is a barrier 
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Victoria Road is a barrier for 
N-S pedestrian movement
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There is an opportunity to create new pedestrian / 
cycle connections across the railway line including 
one running from north of Meadowbank Station on 
the	TAFE	site	westward.	This	would	significantly	
improve east-west accessibility for the community, 
commuters, the schools and the TAFE. 

Creation of a new pedestrian / cycle connection 
across the railway line near the schools, and across 
Victoria Road, would also improve accessibility. 
These opportunities and more have been proposed 
in the Master Plan and in Chapter 05 - Key Projects.

02    Context
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2-4 Education proposals 

Figure 9 Artist’s impression of the proposed Multi-Trades and 
Digital Technology Hub (Source: Gray Puksand, 2019)

New Schools in the Meadowbank Education 
and Employment Precinct

School Infrastructure NSW is undertaking a project 
to relocate Meadowbank Public School and Marsden 
High School to the Meadowbank Education and 
Employment Precinct, following the construction of 
new facilities. The new facilities will accommodate 
up to 1000 primary school students, 1500 secondary 
school students and a further 120 Intensive English 
Centre students. 

The two schools will be in a new multi-storey facility 
that will provide both general learning areas and 
specialised spaces, such as science labs and 
technological and applied studies (TAS) facilities. 
Due	to	the	change	in	topography	and	potential	flood	
constraints towards the railway, the buildings are 
elevated and located in the north east corner of the 
site.

Multi-Trades and Digital Technology Hub at 
TAFE Meadowbank

TAFE New South Wales are delivering a new state-
of-the art specialist vocational education and training 
facility at TAFE NSW Meadowbank Campus.

The project consists of a Construction and Building 
Trades Facility (Multi Trades Hub), Information 
and Communications Technology / Cyber 
Security Facility (Digital Technology Hub) and 
upgrades to campus access, look and feel through 
enhancements of the campus spine, entrance 
landscaping and site infrastructure.

The new 14,500 square metre Hub will provide a 
venue for learning that embraces the future of skills 
training in the building and construction and Digital 
Technology industries. The fabric of the built form 
will both passively and actively contribute to the 
teaching and learning experience. The architecture 
will expose the activity and opportunity housed 
within and be an invitation to explore new skills and 
knowledge in a collaborative learning environment.

The project has allowed TAFE NSW to revitalise 
building assets at the Meadowbank campus and 
facilitated the sale of land to the Department of 
Education for the construction of the schools.
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03 - Vision

03  Vision

3-1 Guiding Principles 

The	following	six	guiding	principles	were	developed	for	the	Master	Plan	to	reflect	the	needs	of	residents,	
workers and students and to support community health and well-being. These guiding principles were a 
foundation for the development of the Master Plan. 

The	Master	Plan	will	build	on	significant	investment	in	education	infrastructure	and	support:

• a connected community of students, workers, residents and businesses with accessible public and 
active transport; 

• local recreation, entertainment and employment opportunities; and 

• new revitalised public spaces that complement the local natural areas and heritage.

Enhance and expand open 
and recreational spaces, 
increase tree canopy and 
identify opportunities to 
improve natural drainage 
and water management.

04.

Improve access to, from 
and across the Precinct. 

01.

Identify catalyst sites and 
unlock future development 
opportunities for local 
employment and increase 
synergies with education 
and employment. 

05.

Prioritise active transport 
(walking and cycling) and 
public transport within the 
Precinct. 

02. Strengthen and create 
places which provide a 
focus for community life 
within the Precinct.

03.

Celebrate and bring to 
life the heritage and 
local character of the 
Precinct and opportunities 
for community and 
engagement. 

06.
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3-2 What is the Vision?

The NSW Government is reimagining the way we learn and connect. 
The new Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct will have 
education at its heart while also connecting students to training and 
employment opportunities with local industry and the surrounding 
community. It will be an open, safe place where locals can access 
shared facilities and new community spaces. 
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The Master Plan illustrates the vision for an 
accessible, vibrant and active Precinct for school 
children, TAFE students, employees and the 
wider community. 

The Master Plan supports new public green 
spaces, new plazas and improved amenity 
around the Meadowbank and West Ryde 
train stations. It provides a plan for the future 
of Meadowbank responding to government 
investment in the Precinct. 

The Master Plan includes potential projects 
that are subject to further investigation, 
costings and funding decisions. If the 
projects are funded, they are expected to be 
realised in around 10 years with a staged 
approach. 

3-3 The Master Plan Investigate modifying streets into 'Living Streets' 
that prioritise pedestrian and cyclist movement

Enhance connectivity with an overpass across 
Victoria Road and an underpass beneath the 
railway line 

Support walking to school by investigating 
opportunities for pedestrian safety upgrades such 
as footpath widening, improved intersections, 
reduced speed limits and/or shared zones

Improve vehicle access and intersections around 
the precinct

Explore opportunities for a shared pedestrian and 
cyclist route along the railway line with links to 
the stations, schools, TAFE and the existing cycle 
network

Establish legible, welcoming, safe and accessible 
entries to the schools and TAFE sites 

Strengthen green infrastructure in the region 
including a blue link along the natural drainage 
corridor and new green open spaces

Strengthen the accessibility and connectivity 
around the existing train station centres

Support	intensification	of	employment	land	
as	a	significant	asset	for	local	jobs.	Explore	
opportunities for revitalisation and/ or community 
spaces within the heritage listed Sydney Water 
Site 
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Figure 10 Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct Master Plan
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04  Ten Ideas

4-1 Movement and Place framework 

The 'Future Transport 2056' strategy released 
in 2018 by the NSW Government, proposes a 
Movement and Place Framework to provide a 
cohesive	approach	to	aligning	efficient	movement	
of people and goods with the amenity and quality 
of places. This framework has been developed by 
Government Architect NSW and Transport for NSW.

Ten ideas were initially developed and presented 
to the community and stakeholders during public 
consultation at the end of 2019. A detailed summary 
of the ideas presented and the engagement process 
and feedback received can be found in Appendix 
B in the 'Meadowbank Education and Employment 
Precinct Background Document'. 

"The application of the Movement and 
Place framework also has road safety 
benefits. Areas that are considered 
Places for People will need lower 
speed limits, set in accordance with the 
NSW Speed Zoning Guidelines and 
international best practice". 
Future Transport Strategy, NSW Government, 2018
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Figure 11 Movement and Place Framework (Source: Future Transport Strategy, NSW Government, 2018)*   
*These images are not Meadowbank

04 - Ten Ideas
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M1 M2 M3 M4 M5

+
MOVEMENT

PLACE

MEEP MASTER PLAN

P1 P2 P3 P4 P5

Figure 12 Relationship between the MEEP Master Plan and the Movement and Place Framework
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Improved regional ped/cycle access

M1

Enhanced local pedestrian experience

M2

Blue / green link

P1

Upgraded station precincts 

P2

4-2 Ten Preliminary Ideas 

The ten preliminary ideas were 
split	into	five	ideas	focused	
around	'movement'	and	five	
focused around strengthening 
the qualities of the 'place'.

PLACE

MOVEMENT

The	five	ideas	in	the	preliminary	
Master Plan that were focused  
around 'movement' included 
actions to improve pedestrian, 
bicycle, public transport and 
vehicular access and provide 
new and upgraded connections 
throughout the Precinct. 

The	five	ideas	in	the	preliminary	
Master Plan that were focused 
around strengthening the 'place' 
included establishing a blue / 
green link through the Precinct, 
upgrading station areas, 
enhancing employment lands, 
increasing green infrastructure 
and creating more enlivened and 
attractive places.

04     Ten Ideas
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New E-W active transport connections

M3

New westside bus stop

M4

Improved traffic management

M5

Enhanced employment lands

P3

Increased green infrastructure

P4

Engaging places

P5



28 Figure 13 Artist sketch of possible 'Grounds of Ryde' style activation on Sydney Water site
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The Greater Sydney Commission used feedback 
from	the	consultation	to	refine	and	shape	the	final	
Master Plan. The ten ideas initially outlined have 
been	refined	into	nine	'Key	Projects'.	

These nine 'Key Projects' can be championed by 
different	government	entities	including	City	of	Ryde,	
Transport for NSW, School Infrastructure NSW, 
TAFE NSW and other landowners.

05  Key Projects 

P1

P2

P3

P4

P5

M1

Enhanced local pedestrian experienceM2

New E-W active transport connectionsM3

New westside bus stopM4

Improved	traffic	managementM5

Movement 

Nine Key Projects

Ten Preliminary Ideas Living Streets

Pedestrian 
Improvements 

Traffic Management

North-South 
Shared Pathway

Gateways into
Education Areas

Green Infrastructure

Station Centres 

Sydney Water & 
Employment Lands

Enhanced 
Connectivity 

Place

Improved regional ped/cycle access

Upgraded station precincts  

Enhanced employment lands

Increased green infrastructure

Engaging places

Blue / green link

05 - Key Projects 

Figure 14 Diagram illustrating the translation of the Preliminary Ideas into the Key Projects
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5-1 Living Streets 

Prioritise the creation of three 'Living Streets' within 
the precinct:

• Forsyth Street, south of Victoria Road 

• Thorn Street and Stone Street 

• Angas Street down to the ferry wharf

Who is responsible? City of Ryde

A living street is a place that is shared by 
pedestrians, children at play, cyclists, and low speed 
vehicles. It is designed to be a safe and attractive 
environment which encourages people to choose to 
walk or cycle for their everyday local trips.

A living street can be either a 'shared space' with 
no kerbs or a more conventional street design with 
traffic	calming	and	landscape	features	to	slow	traffic.	
Within a living street there is also the opportunity to 
increase the tree canopy, to improve the detention 
and	reuse	of	stormwater	and	to	encourage	flora	and	
fauna corridors. 

How do we do it?  

Encourage pedestrian movement with wide 
footpaths (min 2m) and kerb ramps or raised 
thresholds where the footpath remains level 
Encourage a slow speed vehicular environment 
either	as	a	traffic	calmed	street	(30km	or	40km/h)	
or shared street (10km/hr) through streetscape 
design.
Retain existing tree canopy and, where possible 
increase the tree canopy along the street.
Increase the biodiversity of the landscape within 
the	street	to	encourage	flora	and	fauna	corridors.
Provide	rain	gardens	and	additional	infiltration	
areas	to	reduce	stormwater	runoff	and	encourage	
the growth of the landscaped areas..
If the street is to be a shared zone (10km/
hr) ensure that it meets the RMS Technical 
Direction including entry signs, pedestrian friendly 
treatments and changed pavement surfaces.  

Living Streets

What is planned?

Key Project 01 
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Figure 15 Aerial view of three key 'Living Streets' in the precinct 
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TAFE

Meadowbank 
Station 

Thorn St

Forsyth St

Angas St



32 

Forsyth Street 
Forsyth Street has mature trees, footpaths on both 
sides of the road, a cluster of heritage listed houses 
and a church at the intersection of Macpherson 
Street, creating a charming local character. 

Closing Forsyth Street from Victoria Road will 
improve pedestrian safety by preventing the street 
from	being	used	as	a	'rat-run'	by	fast	moving	traffic.	
This closure would also provide an opportunity to 
create a small open space adjoining Victoria Road. 

Living Streets (continued)

The introduction of kerb blisters (see Key Project 03: 
Pedestrian Improvements) at the entry of Forsyth 
Street, from Macpherson Street, coupled with 
landscaping, water sensitive urban design (WSUD) 
and a raised threshold would encourage a slower 
speed pedestrian priority environment.

There are also opportunities on the north-western 
side of Forsyth Street for additional trees to augment 
the existing street trees.

Figure 16 Indicative plan for Forsyth St

Key Project 01 
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Figure 17  Artist impression of blister treatment at Forsyth St 

before

after 

Source: Google Streetview 
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Stone Street and Thorn Street
Combined, Stone Street and Thorn Street form a 
long east-west link across the precinct that connects 
the old Meadowbank Primary School Site to the 
schools and TAFE sites. Additional pedestrian 
crossings across See Street, Bowden Street 
and Gale Street will help strengthen the safety 
and accessibility of this route. Raised pedestrian 
crossings that are level with the footpaths are 
desirable as they prioritise pedestrian movement 
over vehicular movement. 

Stone Street would be a more pleasant and 
safe pedestrian route through the introduction of 
landscaping, street trees and kerb blisters and a 
wide new footpath on the northern side of the road. 
Parallel parking spaces could also be recessed 
within an increased verge. 

Thorn Street currently features large trees but would 
benefit	from	kerb	blisters	and	threshold	treatments,	
particularly at the intersections with Bowden Street 
and Sutherland Avenue. 

Living Streets (continued)

Figure 18 Indicative plan for Stone and Thorn Street 

A

Thorn Street could be an appropriate place to 
trial a 30km/h speed limit. A similar reduction in 
speed has been tested in Manly to reduce road 
casualties and make the neighbourhood more 
pedestrian friendly. 

Source: Google Streetview 

Key Project 01 
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N

after

before

Figure 19 Artist impression of Stone Street showing wider footpath and additional trees/ landscaping 

A
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Angas Street
The establishment of Angas Street as a ‘Living 
Street’ would strengthen the north-south connection 
from Meadowbank Ferry Wharf to the schools and 
TAFE sites. 

Angas Street between See Street and Constitution 
Road, could become a shared zone with a 10km/h 
speed limit to encourage pedestrian activity, while 
still supporting the existing kindergarten and retain 
its associated parking.

Figure 20 Indicative plan for central and northern end 
of Angas St 

Figure 21 Indicative plan for southern end of 
Angas St (private)

Living Streets (continued)

Key Project 01 
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Introducing kerb blisters and a raised threshold at 
the northern end of Angas Street would create a 
narrower intersection with See Street and make 
pedestrian crossing easier. 

Council has indicted that a roundabout could be 
introduced at the intersection of Angas Street and 
See	Street	to	accommodate	increased	traffic.	
With	the	modification	of	Angas	Street	into	a	Living	
Street	this	may	not	be	required,	as	traffic	would	be	
discouraged. To further strengthen this pedestrian 
and	cycle	route	in	the	long	term,	the	narrow	traffic	
bridge across Constitution Drive could be closed to 
vehicles.

Figure 22 Artist impression of enhanced shared zone at Angas Street 

beforeafter 

Recently planted street trees can be found along 
Angas Street between Constitution Road and the 
cul-de-sac beyond Underdale Lane. As these trees 
develop and mature they will contribute additional 
shading and amenity to this street.

The southern end of Angas Street has a 200m long 
private shared lane, with a 10km/h speed limit, that 
connects to Bay Drive.

Source: Google Streetview 
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5-2 Enhanced Connectivity

Enhanced Connectivity 

Improving	connectivity	will	help	tie	the	different	
sections of the precinct together and encourage 
people to walk, cycle and use public transport to 
access their destination. New connections will 
improve accessibility to the education facilities 
and increase the visibility and opportunities for the 
Sydney Water site and employment lands.

When the barrier to access is major city shaping 
infrastructure such as Victoria Road or the T9 
Northern Railway Line, new connections will require 
an innovative and bold solution. The Master Plan 
has	identified	two	possible	projects,	a	new	bridge	
across Victoria Road to the south of West Ryde 
Station and a new pedestrian underpass under the 
railway line to the north of Meadowbank Station.

Victoria Road Pedestrian 
Overpass 
A new connection to the south of West Ryde Station 
would provide direct access from the northern side 
of Victoria Road to the Sydney Water site. The level 
change between either side of Victoria Road would 
make	an	efficient	and	direct	pedestrian	and	cycle	link	
to and through the Sydney Water site. This crossing 
of Victoria Road would improve the connectivity 
with West Ryde and ultimately further south to 
Meadowbank.

The bridge also creates the opportunity for new 
pedestrian and cycle access to the schools and 
TAFE Campus. In the long term this bridge could 
be integrated with a future north-south cycleway, 
linking West Ryde Station with Rhodes and Sydney 
Olympic Park to the south, and the east-west bicycle 
route along Parramatta River to the Central River 
City at Parramatta.

Prioritise additional connections in the precinct: 

• Across the railway line between Meadowbank 
Station and West Ryde Station

• Across Victoria Road near West Ryde Station

• Towards the west of the suburb with a 
potential new bus route and bus stop at Bank 
Street 

Who is responsible?  City of Ryde, TAFE NSW, 
School Infrastructure NSW and Transport for NSW

What is planned?

Key Project 02 
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How do we do it? 

Provide clear sightlines onto the bridge at both 
ends. 
Ensure access to and along the bridge 
accommodates people of all ages and abilities. 
Provide integrated lighting that does not distract 
traffic	along	Victoria	Road.	
Ensure the materials used on the bridge are 
attractive, robust and low maintenance. 
Ensure clear visibility around the entries to the 
overpass and illuminate all landscape elements. 
Ensure new infrastructure supports and does not 
preclude a north-south cycle link that potentially 
extends to Parramatta River. 

As a shared space for both pedestrians and 
cyclists the minimum width should be 3.5m. A 
wider 'land' type bridge (5-6m) would be desirable 
(see Goods Line, Ultimo as reference).
Encourage new buildings with “active edges” at 
both ends of the bridge to encourage use and 
provide passive surveillance.  
Ensure the bridge and its connections respond 
appropriately	to	heritage	elements	identified	in	
the West Ryde Pumping Station Conservation 
Management Plan.
Explore opportunities to provide public art as part 
of the bridge design. 

Figure 23 Indicative sketch of potential overpass across Victoria Road connecting to West Ryde Station and Sydney Water Site 

Victoria Rd 

Ryedale Rd 

West Ryde Station

Proposed overpass

Heritage Surge Tank 

Shared pathway

Sydney Water Site

T9 rail line
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Enhanced Connectivity (continued) 

East-West Pedestrian Underpass 
A new underpass to the north of Meadowbank 
Station would provide a more direct access route 
from the western side of the T9 Northern Railway 
Line into the Precinct. The underpass would 
accommodate both pedestrians and cyclists and 
be integrated into the TAFE Campus to allow clear 
direct access to the schools and TAFE facilities.

There may also be the opportunity to integrate the 
underpass with a new bus stop on Bank Street on 
the western side of the railway line, accommodating 
school buses and new transport links to areas west 
of	Meadowbank	Station.	To	effectively	integrate	the	
new bus stop into the wider transport network, it 
may be necessary to provide a bus turn around and 
accessible interchange to the railway station entry, 
with	improved	areas	for	drop	off.	

This new connection would be integrated with a 
new footpath along the eastern side of Bank Street 
along with potential improvements to the existing 
pedestrian crossing across Bank Street.

As the TAFE site is higher than the Bank Street 
side, an underpass in this location is likely to result 
in regrading of land around the entry to ensure clear 
sightlines into and through the underpass.   
The underpass also provides the opportunity to 
create a new gateway into the Precinct from the 
western side of the railway line and to reorient future 
development to ‘face’ this western gateway.

How do we do it? 

Ensure a wide entry and exit to the underpass with 
clear sightlines into the underpass at both ends. 
Ensure access to and through the underpass 
accommodates people of all ages and abilities. 
Provide integrated lighting that is attractive and 
provides a high level of comfort and safety. 
In addition to the required illumination consider the 
inclusion of lighting elements that create a “light 
path” in the roof or wall of the underpass to draw 
the eye and increase the attraction of the journey. 
Ensure the materials used at the entries and along 
the walls and ceiling are attractive, robust and low 
maintenance. 
Ensure the design does not create areas of low 
lighting or unlit corners. 
Ensure clear visibility around the entries to the 
underpass and setback and illuminate landscape 
elements. 
The minimum width of the underpass as a shared 
space for both pedestrians and cyclists should be 
5m. The minimum height should be 3m, however 
an increased height, especially in the centre, is 
encouraged. 
Explore opportunities to provide public art as part 
of the underpass design to increase the attraction 
of the underpass and support the local character. 
Future development at each end of the underpass 
(Ausgrid and TAFE sites) should be designed 
to encourage activation of the area and provide 
passive surveillance into the underpass.

Key Project 02 
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Before

Figure 25 Before and after section of potential E-W underpass 

After

Figure 24 Indicative sketch of potential 
underpass at Bank St 
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5-3 Pedestrian Improvements

Pedestrian Improvements

The long term success of the precinct lies in 
improving pedestrian friendliness and walkability. 
A more walkable environment can be created by 
improving the pedestrian experience, which in 
turn encourages more pedestrians on the streets, 
reduces the need for short car trips and improves 
the safety and amenity of the neighbourhood. 

In many cases, planning for pedestrians means 
focusing on small-scale improvements, and includes 
actions	that	encourage	slower	speed	traffic.	
Slower speeds can be encouraged with features 
such as kerb extensions, upgrades to broken 
or missing footpaths, including medians where 
needed, upgrading pedestrian crossings and adding 
safe crossings at key nodes, and increasing the 
landscape and amenity of the pedestrian routes. 

Challenges within this precinct include the  
topography, with steep gradients making walking in 
some	areas	difficult,	a	disconnected	urban	structure	
and	roads	that	are	unsafe	to	cross	due	to	high	traffic	
volumes and the current design of various crossing 
points, roadways and intersections.

How do we do it? 

Retain existing street trees where possible and 
plant additional trees in accordance with Council’s 
Street Tree Masterplan.
Refer to Australian Standard AS2303:2015 'Tree 
Stock for Landscape Use' for tree selection. 

Create opportunities for a variety of landscaping to 
promote biodiversity using native trees, low shrubs 
and	seasonal	flowering	plants.

Support City of Ryde initiatives for pedestrian 
improvements including:

• Street Tree Masterplan

• Footpath Program 

• Traffic and Transport Program

Who is responsible?  City of Ryde, TAFE NSW 
and School Infrastructure NSW

"Walkable streets that provide direct, accessible 
and safe pedestrian and cycling connections 
from homes to schools, daily needs and 
recreation facilities can encourage greater 
physical activity and social connection". 
North District Plan, Greater Sydney Commission, March 2018

What is planned?

Key Project 03 
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Identify pedestrian priority zones which could 
be upgraded with wide footpaths, level crossing 
points, quality paving and surfaces, landscaped 
kerb blisters, seating, landscaping, tree planting 
and slow vehicular speeds.
Provide a mix of lighting sources including 
underneath awnings, overhead street lights, pole 
mounted lights, bollard lighting, feature lights, 
facade lights and shop-front illumination. 
Encourage uplighting of trees, landscape features 
heritage buildings and public art to create a safer 
more memorable evening atmosphere.

Explore	sustainable/	energy	efficient	lighting	
options such as solar and LED.
Provide new footpaths on key streets which 
currently have a footpath on only one side of the 
street and upgrade existing footpaths which are in 
need of maintenance or require kerb ramps. 
Typical footpaths in the council area are 1.2m wide 
and while that should remain the minimum width, 
footpaths on key routes should be widened to 1.5 
to 2m if possible. 
Provide adequate seating for the elderly around 
the precinct along pedestrian routes.
Consider the provision of other amenities such as 
bins, improved signage, shade trees, public art and 
drinking fountains.
Include, where essential, raised pedestrian 
crossings to improve pedestrian access and to 
encourage	slower	traffic	speeds.

Street Trees 
Street trees provide shade, increase amenity and 
make places more pleasant and attractive to walk 
around. Street trees also have environmental 
benefits	including	offsetting	carbon	emissions,	
decreasing	the	urban	heat	island	effect	and	
improving	stormwater	runoff.	

In 2012, the City of Ryde adopted a Street Tree 
Masterplan which is being referenced yearly to plant 
new trees in the road reserves and nature strips in 
the area.

Key locations the MEEP Master Plan has 
identified	for	additional	street	trees	include:	

• Within the proposed 'Living Street' along 
Stone Street

• Along Bowden Street between Victoria 
Road and Macpherson Street

• Within the employment lands along 
Hermitage Road, Falconer Street and 
Mellor Street

• The western side of the railway line 
along Station Street, Union Street and 
Maxim Street
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Pedestrian Improvements (continued)

Lighting 
Public domain lighting is crucial in creating safe and 
pleasant routes at night. Lighting can be functional 
(street lights, awning lighting etc) as well as creative 
(public art/installations, fairylights etc.). Well-lit 
streets and public spaces help combat negative 
perceptions and fear of crime. In a precinct that will 
include large numbers of school children and TAFE 
students, well-lit spaces are essential to encourage 
people to walk around the area in the evening. 

Pedestrian Crossings and Refuges
Pedestrian crossings and pedestrian refuges provide 
safe places for people to cross busy roads. They 
are desirable along well used pedestrian routes and 
are especially desirable in locations used by more 
vulnerable road users such as the elderly or young 
children.

Ideally, marked pedestrian crossings are to be raised 
and/or integrated with speed humps so that they are 
level with the adjoining footpath. This makes them 
more accessible for pedestrians and encourages 
vehicles to slow down. Pedestrian refuges can be 
co located with road narrowing that also encourages 
slower vehicle speeds.  

On	streets	with	high	traffic	volumes,	signalised	
crossings may be required.  

Key locations for lighting include:

• Along routes to and at public transport 
nodes, including Meadowbank Station - 
Railway Road / Constitution Road and West 
Ryde Station

• At entry points to the schools and TAFE 
sites 

• At the entry to Meadowbank Park and other 
public open spaces

• Integrated into new shared paths / cycle 
ways to, from and within the precinct

Identified	locations	for	pedestrian	crossings	
include:

• Intersection of Stone Street / See Street

• Across Gale Street from Thorn Street to the 
former Meadowbank Public School

• Across Bowden Street at Thorn Street and 
Macpherson Street and across Constitution 
Road via a signalised crossing

• A signalised crossing across Victoria Road 
at Mellor Street

Key Project 03 
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Traffic Calming
Traffic	calming	measures	are	used	to	create	safer,	
slow speed environments for all types of users. 
Techniques can include kerb blisters, speed bumps, 
chicanes and raised threshold treatments. These 
tools can be combined with a formal reduction of the 
speed limit.

Kerb blisters help create slow speed street 
environments	by	narrowing	the	road	at	specific	
points	to	control	traffic	flow.	These	pinch	points	
provide opportunities for reducing crossing distances, 
additional street trees and other landscaping also 
increases visual interest and greenery.

Raised thresholds are generally located at street 
entries to indicate a change in street conditions and 
can be constructed using contrasting materials such 
as cobblestones or pavers.

Footpaths 
A connected network of generous footpaths create 
accessible and walkable places. Kerb ramps or 
raised thresholds are essential where footpaths meet 
the roadway, to accommodate wheelchairs, prams 
and other mobility movement and should be added 
to existing footpaths where they are missing, to 
strengthen the walkability of the area. Council has 
committed a total of $2 million for their paths and 
cycleway program in 2019/20. 

Specific	locations	for	traffic	calming	measures	
include:

• Along Railway Road

• Across the three proposed 'Living 
Streets' in the precinct (Forsyth, Angas 
and Stone / Thorn)

Recommended locations in the MEEP for new/
improved footpaths include:

• New pedestrian footpath on the south-
western side of Station Street

• New pedestrian footpath on the south-
eastern side of Maxim Street

• New pedestrian footpath on northern side of 
the Bank Street bridge and on the eastern 
side of Bank Street

• New footpath along the south side of 
Victoria Road and along the western side of 
Hermitage Road

• Widened footpath along Constitution Road 
between Angas Street and Bowden Street
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5-4 Traffic	Management

Traffic Management

The	Precinct	experiences	high	traffic	volumes	during	
peak weekday hours and on Saturdays. This is not 
dissimilar to many inner city locations. Meadowbank 
has	undergone	significant	urban	renewal	in	recent	
years and the “boundaries” of Victoria Road, Church 
Street, Parramatta River and the railway corridor 
create special challenges for the management of 
traffic.	

Community members expressed concerns 
about	increasing	traffic	within	the	precinct	and	
the	useability	and	safety	of	specific	streets.	Key	
locations	have	been	identified,	however	more	
detailed	traffic	studies	will	need	to	be	undertaken	to	
determine	feasibility	of	specific	changes.

Where	traffic	changes	and	roadworks	are	expected	
to be carried out, pedestrian amenity should be 
retained and where possible, improved upon. In the 
case of Victoria Road, any potential road widening 
should maintain a path on the northern side, with 
consideration of an additional footpath on the 
southern side along the Sydney Water site.

Refer to 'Living Streets' for additional proposals 
intended	to	address	traffic	concerns,	such	as	the	
closure of Forsyth Street from Victoria Road, as well 
as new pedestrian crossings across See Street and 
Bowden Street. 

How do we do it? 

Provide legible intersections that are easily 
understandable to all users upon approach.
Improve safety for pedestrians along key 
movement pathways.
The	suitability	of	any	new	traffic	facilities	(including	
intersections and crossings) will require a 
pedestrian count and road safety audit.
Ensure intersection designs appropriately cater for 
desired movements depending on the priority of 
the users of the intersection.
Improve	the	efficient	operation	of	the	road	network	
where	possible	on	designated	traffic	routes.
Ensure	there	are	no	detrimental	impacts	on	traffic	
flows	within	the	precinct.	

Explore	options	to	improve	intersections	and	traffic	
flow	within	the	area	especially	at

• Intersection of Bowden Street / Macpherson 
Street / Squire Street

• Intersection of Constitution Road / See Street

• Bank Street Bridge and Roundabout:

• Intersection of Constitution Road / Bowden Street:

Who is responsible?  City of Ryde and Transport 
for NSW 

What is planned?

Key Project 04
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Intersection of Bowden St / Macpherson St / 
Squire St: 

Community	members	have	identified	this	location	as	
challenging for pedestrians, however the geometry 
of this intersection does not easily accommodate 
replacing the roundabout with signals. The 
introduction of new pedestrian crossings / refuges 
should be considered. 

Intersection of Constitution Rd / See St: 

This location is near Meadowbank Station and could 
benefit	from	tightening	at	the	corner	to	See	Street	and	
the inclusion of a pedestrian crossing or pedestrian 
refuge to slow down motorists.

Bank St Bridge and Roundabout:

The roundabout in this location provides a high 
traffic	capacity	in	comparison	to	other	intersection	
treatments,	including	traffic	signals.	One	way	to	
improve pedestrian and cycle access across the rail 
line is by widening the Bank Street bridge. Long term 
interventions could include widening and shifting the 
bridge south so that it aligns with Underdale Lane, 
creating a more legible urban structure that could be 
signalised. 

Intersection of Constitution Rd / Bowden St:

To ease congestion along Constitution Road and 
Bowden Street a signalised intersection is proposed 
to replace the existing roundabout. A concept design 
for this signalised intersection has been approved 
by TfNSW. Council recommends the Department 
of Education liaise with TfNSW to ensure that the 
signalised upgrade occurs.
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5-5 North-South Shared Pathway 

North-South Shared Pathway

The City of Ryde's Local Strategic Planning 
Statement	(2020)	identifies	a	new	north-south	
pedestrian / cycle route parallel to the railway 
line, connecting the schools and TAFE to regional 
routes along the Parramatta River and across the 
Parramatta River to Rhodes and Sydney Olympic 
Park.

High quality regional and local cycling routes, 
especially	those	separate	to	vehicle	traffic,	promote	
journeys by bicycle to education, retail, employment 
and transport hubs.

Active transport improvements can provide health, 
sustainability (emission-free) and social equity 
(reduction	of	car	dependency	benefits,	increased	
choice	also	benefits	those	who	do	not	/	cannot	drive)	
for less than the typical level of investment in roads, 
rail and other built infrastructure. 

How do we do it?

Support	cycle	routes	with	clearly	identified	areas	for	
bicycle parking and other related infrastructure.
Provide a minimum path width of 3.5m (ideally 5m)
for	off-road	routes,	with	visual	separation	between	
bicycle and pedestrian movements and following 
guidelines provided by Transport for NSW (TfNSW).

Minimise steep gradients, incorporating an elevated 
deck (bridge) above ground where necessary to 
reduce level changes. .
Provide legible and direct links to existing transport 
infrastructure, road crossings, regional cycle routes 
and facilities, and to the proposed East-West 
underpass.
Encourage consideration of local character, 
including but not limited to local heritage, landscape 
and public art along the cycleway.
Elevate shared path within the schools site to 
improve security and retain the amount of useable 
open space within this site.

Prioritisation of the creation of a North-South shared 
cycle / pedestrian path between West Ryde Station 
and Parramatta River with connections to:  

• Sydney Water site

• Schools and TAFE

• Meadowbank Park 

• Meadowbank Station

• Meadowbank Ferry Wharf

Who is responsible? Transport for NSW, City 
of Ryde, Sydney Water (where relevant), TAFE 
NSW (where relevant) and School Infrastructure 
NSW (where relevant)

What is planned?

Key Project 05
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"We are realising that if you have people walk 
and bicycle more, you have a more lively, 
more liveable, more attractive, more safe, 
more sustainable and more healthy city." 
Jan Gehl

Provide a minimum 2.4m (or as required) high 
barrier along the length of the cycleway where it is 
elevated above ground level.
Ensure that the design and location of lighting 
prevents light spillage onto railway line. Additional 
lighting provided at a lower level, directed on the 
path surface, could reduce general lighting levels. 
Retain existing trees where possible, especially in 
the case of an elevated route through the schools 
sites.
Provide access for rail maintenance and emergency 
services and utilities.

Avoid impact on rail corridor for any new cycle 
infrastructure.

Avoid impacts to state heritage items.

Nelson Street shared pathway (Te Ara I Whiti / Light Path), Auckland, NZ
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Figure 26 Site section showing the elevation along the North-South Cycleway

The	cycleway	will	include	different	sections,	each	
with its own set of considerations, character and 
responsible agencies. 

Detailed design will be required to integrate the 
shared path into planned and existing infrastructure 
and around natural features such as mature trees 
and Charity Creek. The shared path can be divided 
into the following sections:

A
Shared path across Victoria Road from 
West Ryde Station to the Sydney Water site, 
undertaken in collaboration with Transport for 
NSW and Sydney Water. 

B

New shared path within the Sydney Water 
site. The connection across the Sydney Water 
site would need to occur in collaboration 
with Sydney Water. An activation strategy 
would be needed to provide access to and 
surveillance of this new shared route. The 
route and activation would also need to 
consider the State Heritage listing of the site. 

C

New partially elevated shared path parallel 
to the railway embankment, adjoining the 
schools and TAFE. In the interim the route 
could detour through the TAFE site, along 
Rhodes Street and reconnect alongside the 
rail line near Hermitage Road.

D

New pedestrian and cycle route from 
Meadowbank Park to the TAFE and the new 
school entries. The route could potentially 
follow Charity Creek and use the new railway 
underpass (see Key Project 02: Enhanced 
Connectivity).

E
New pedestrian and cycle route linking up 
existing routes along the Parramatta River 
and across Parramatta River on the John 
Witten Bridge. 

North / South Shared Pathway (continued)

Key Project 05
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North / South Shared Pathway (continued)

Figure 27 Site section showing possible elevated cycleway on schools' site 
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B

C

D

E
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5-6 Gateways into Education areas
Creating high quality, legible and safe entries 
into the schools and TAFE sites will assist in 
creating successful places. These spaces have a 
direct relationship with streets and public spaces 
and welcome people into the schools and TAFE 
campuses. The northern and southern gateway sites 
create an opportunity to enhance the connectivity 
and legibility within the Precinct.

Gateways into Education areas

Ensure TAFE and schools are designed 
collaboratively to achieve successful entries at: 

• Northern gateway at Rhodes St including 
new pedestrian crossing and potential road 
re-structure 

• Southern gateway at Meadowbank Station 

Who is responsible? TAFE NSW and School 
Infrastructure NSW

What is planned?

Southern Entry

The southern entry at the intersection of Constitution 
Road and Railway Road presents an opportunity 
to improve the connectivity and enhance the sense 
of arrival to the TAFE Campus from Meadowbank 
Station.

This location also serves as an interchange between 
the north-south shared path and Meadowbank 
Station. Integration of signage and cycle facilities 
should be considered.

How do we do it? 

Ensure integration of north-south shared path, 
TAFE Campus and Meadowbank Station plaza at 
Constitution Road.
Ensure gateway plaza allows clear lines of sight 
between the TAFE Campus, shared path and 
Meadowbank Station and shops.
Retain existing mature trees where possible. 
Provide	legible	signage	and	effective	wayfinding.	
Integrate a variety of lighting treatments that 
illuminate the gateway site at night.

Key Project 06
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Northern entry 
The northern gateway at the corner of Rhodes Street 
and Mellor Street needs to be an integrated design 
combining the needs of the schools, TAFE and 
Energy Australia to achieve an attractive, legible and 
cohesive welcoming plaza. It provides main entries 
to the primary and high schools with large numbers 
of	students,	staff	and	parents	moving	through	this	
area.  

A pedestrian crossing across Rhodes Street will be 
essential to create a safe pedestrian environment 
for students. A crossing is currently proposed at the 
corner of Rhodes Street and Mellor Street, however 
this	location	creates	a	conflict	with	the	TAFE	
driveway used for loading and deliveries to Building 
P. Alternatively, a realigned Rhodes Street provides 
an opportunity to create a larger pedestrian plaza, 
shift the TAFE driveway further east and relocate 
the pedestrian crossing so that it more centrally 
accesses the new gateway plaza. 

How do we do it? 

Ensure a safe and legible pedestrian crossing 
across Rhodes Street into the schools and TAFE 
sites.
Retain existing avenue of Jacaranda trees within 
schools and TAFE sites.
Limit vehicular access (particularly trucks) into 
TAFE site from Rhodes Street to prioritise 
pedestrian movement in this location.
Establish	legible	signage	and	wayfinding.
Integrate a variety of lighting treatments that 
illuminate the gateway area at night.
Establish restricted hours for vehicles and loading 
Building P and the Energy Australia site, that 
avoids peak pedestrian time.
Create an attractive, cohesive gateway using a 
shared material palette and landscaping selection 
in both the schools and TAFE designs.

Figure 28 Proposed composite of schools and TAFE plans at 
northern entry along Rhodes Street 

Figure 29 Potential consolidated design of schools and 
TAFE with enlarged plaza
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5-7 Green Infrastructure

How do we do it? 

Explore opportunities to recognise and, where 
possible, naturalise the Charity Creek corridor 
to	minimise	flooding,	promote	biodiversity	and	
celebrate the creek as a part of the local identity.

Expand the urban tree canopy by setting a 
neighbourhood benchmark in accordance with the 
Greater Sydney Region Plan and Urban Green 
Cover in NSW Technical Guidelines.

Select species of trees that promote biodiversity, 
support the movement of wildlife and strengthen 
habitat connections.
Where possible, incorporate bioswales to retain 
stormwater as part of streetscape. Carefully design 
the size, grade, and location of bioswales to 
ensure	that	localised	flooding	does	not	occur.
Provide green infrastructure within the side or 
central medians for streets, where possible, to aid 
with	stormwater	runoff.

Include permeable pavers where possible, 
especially for large expanses of paved surfaces.

Well-planned green infrastructure is essential for 
an improved quality of life in urban environments. 
Green infrastructure includes green open spaces, 
tree canopy and natural stormwater management 
that complements traditional drainage systems. It 
provides a natural relief from the built environment 
and a pleasant environment for walking, cycling and 
social interaction. 

Benefits	of	green	infrastructure	also	include	
reduced urban heat and building energy demand, 
restoration of biodiversity and natural habitats, and 
reduced	urban	flooding	due	to	improved	stormwater	
management.

Green Infrastructure

• Strengthen Charity Creek Corridor - Blue / 
Green Link

• Protect and enhance Urban Tree Canopy 

• Enhance Green Open Spaces at 
Meadowbank Park, Ann Thorn Park and the 
Former Meadowbank Primary School

Who is responsible? City of Ryde, Sydney 
Water (where relevant), TAFE NSW (where 
relevant) and School Infrastructure NSW (where 
relevant).

What is planned?
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Figure 30 Indicative aerial sketch showing Charity Cascades Corridor - Blue / Green Link to Meadowbank Park 

"Recognise the value of existing landscape 
performance via improved connectivity, 
stormwater management, flood mitigation, 
biodiversity, and environmental quality".  
Greener Places (draft), NSW Government Architects October 2017
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In support of water sensitive urban design, use 
plants that are tolerant of extended dry periods 
and periodic inundation, like native grasses, 
shrubs, and trees.
Design green open spaces with a variety of 
landscaping to promote biodiversity, using native 
trees,	low	shrubs	and	seasonal	flowering	plants.

Incorporate passive irrigation by directing 
stormwater to the surface of landscaped areas.

Incorporate green roofs and green walls for 
buildings to improve air quality and add visual 
interest. 
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Green Infrastructure (continued)

Figure 31 Blue / green link along the Charity Creek Corridor

How do we do it?

The	Charity	Creek	Corridor	includes	different	
sections,	each	with	different	considerations,	
character and responsible agencies. An expanded 
blue / green link connecting the 'Charity Creek 
Cascades' Park to Meadowbank Park would involve 
the following actions:

Explore the possibility of extending the 'Charity 
Creek Cascades' Park into 899- 903 Victoria Road 
(currently an Avis Car Rental site) for stormwater 
bioretention and community use. This idea is also 
shown in the Structure Plan for West Ryde Town 
Centre (Source: City of Ryde, 2020).
Incorporate bioswales, central / side medians and 
rain	gardens	or	effective	flood	mitigation	through	
increased open space, where possible, to minimise 
run	off	in	the	employment	lands.		

A

Charity Creek Corridor -  
Blue / Green link
Charity Creek weaves through the Precinct between 
the Charity Creek Cascades in the north down 
to Parramatta River. There is an opportunity to 
strengthen this blue / green link and better connect 
the community with the natural landscape. 

Creeklines have traditionally been areas with less 
development	since	they	are	vulnerable	to	flooding.	
Within the industrial areas, and the schools and 
TAFE sites, the creek has been piped. The creek is 
in an open channel to the west of the railway line 
and	across	Meadowbank	Park.	In	flood	events	water	
can back up through the TAFE and school sites, 
across the employment lands and Victoria Road.  

Increased recognition of this creek as an integral 
part of the Precinct would strengthen the image 
and identity of the local area. Planned well, it would 
assist	with	flood	management	with	spaces	around	
Charity Creek providing attractive natural amenity.

CB

B
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Naturalise the creek adjacent to the railway line by 
removing old concrete walls and replacing them 
with stabilised banks of native plants, trees and 
rocks	for	flood	mitigation.	Add	elevated	boardwalk	
and seating to create amenity for the adjacent 
open space and cycleway. Create urban bioswales 
with pavers and native plants in the section of the 
creek that is a part of TAFE and school lands.
Naturalise the Charity Creek Corridor and expand 
into a section of the Ausgrid site (currently used 
for parking). Explore opportunities for a pedestrian 
crossing or refuge across Constitution Road near 
this location.
Create a gateway treatment and rain garden at 
the northern entry into Meadowbank Park, that 
showcases the Charity Creek Corridor. Consider 
a boardwalk, shared path and public seating and 
native landscaping. Establishing a habitat for fauna 
will help to restore the natural environment and 
character of the creek. 

C

D

E

Figure 32 Indicative plans for the blue / green link through the Precinct 
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Figure 33 Suggested streets for increased green infrastructure

Green Infrastructure (continued)

Urban Tree Canopy
In areas of increased urbanisation and density 
extending the urban tree canopy is one of the most 
effective	ways	to	improve	amenity.	In	addition	to	the	
street tree canopy there should also be consideration 
of protecting the tree canopy on private land. An 
increased tree canopy can be complemented by 
additional ground covers, rain gardens, green roofs 
and green walls.

Figure 33 below indicates the proposed locations 
to increase the urban tree canopy (in light green) 
in the local area. This diagram also includes 
the new planting indicated in the Living Streets 
Implementation Initiative (in dark green).

How do we do it? 

Following is a list of streets where new tree 
planting could be prioritised. The opportunity for 
large street trees may rely on relocation and /
or undergrounding of power lines. As these 
trees develop and mature, they will contribute 
additional shading/ amenity and landscape 
character to the street. The actions are: 

A
Plant new street trees on both sides of 
Bowden Street between Victoria Road and 
Macpherson Street. 

B
Plant new street trees along Hermitage 
Road, Falconer Street and Mellor Street 
along with new green spaces connecting to 
the 'Charity Creek Cascades' Park. 

C
Improve the street environment on the 
western side of the railway line along Station 
Street, Union Street and Maxim Street by 
planting new street trees.
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Figure 34  Artist impression of Maxim St with new tree planting

before

after 
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Green Open Spaces
As the number of residents, students and visitors in 
the area grows, there will be an increased demand 
to provide open space options for the inhabitants. A 
strategic network of open spaces provides a diverse 
mix of requirements and can be categorised into a 
hierarchy of neighbourhood level, district level and 
regional level open space. 

In this Precinct, Meadowbank Park and Ryde Park 
are high-quality district level amenities, and Anzac 
Park near the Meadowbank Station is a well-used 
neighbourhood asset. 

What is planned?
• A new neighbourhood park is to be provided at 

the current Meadowbank Public School site 

• Upgrade the existing Ann Thorn Park

Former Meadowbank Public School Park:

After the students have relocated to the new school 
location, the old site will become a new open space 
and a valuable local asset with planned active and 
passive uses. Activities and facilities that could 
be included in the new open space include a rain 
garden at the lowest part of the site, a childcare 
facility, a north-south pedestrian connection across 
the site, a kids playground, a scooter track and an 
off-leash	dog	park,	along	with	seating,	additional	
shade	trees	and	flowering	shrubs.

Ann Thorn Park:

Although small, the existing park on Constitution 
Road could provide higher amenity with a few 
improvements. It would be possible to increase 
views into the park, improve lighting along the 
pathways and provide additional seating near the 
playground. A pergola at the cul-de-sac entry and 
new	low	level	flowering	shrubs	and	ground	covers	
along the boundary with Constitution Road to 
accommodate	the	level	difference	would	help	to	
identify the location of the park. 

Other Open Spaces

In addition to public open spaces there may also be 
an opportunity for other open spaces to have greater 
public access. Opportunities for this type of space 
could occur within the TAFE and Sydney Water site.

Community access to the outdoor recreational 
facilities within the school grounds should be 
encouraged outside of the schools needs, in line 
with NSW Department of Education’s policy of 
encouraging community use of school facilities.

Green Infrastructure (continued)

Key Project 07
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Figure 35 Indicative Plan for Former Meadowbank Public School Park

Figure 36 Indicative Plan for Ann Thorn Park 
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Station Centres 

5-8 Station Centres

Improved connectivity, safety and public domain 
around station precincts at Meadowbank Station and 
West Ryde Station.

Who is responsible? Transport for NSW, City 
of Ryde, TAFE NSW, private businesses and land 
owners 

Meadowbank Station
Meadowbank Station is a key train station for the 
local area, servicing commuters going to the schools, 
TAFE Campus and employment sites. It will play an 
important role in providing access to the education 
and employment precinct.

Improving the areas around Meadowbank and 
West Ryde Stations will not only encourage public 
transport usage but also contribute to the social 
opportunities and activation of the education and 
employment areas. 

Some of key opportunities to enhance the Station 
precincts include creating safer, more attractive 
and more accessible spaces, with the retention of 
heritage features, improved retail opportunities, 
upgraded streetscapes and a slower speed, 
pedestrian priority environment.

What is planned?

Key Project 08

Figure 37 Indicative plan around Meadowbank Station

T
Integration with N-S shared path

Kerb blistering 

Plaza with outdoor dining potential

Enhanced public plaza and entry with TAFE

Potential new uses / development

Protect heritage features around plaza 

Consider new connection to platform



63 Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct   |   Master Plan    |   July 2020

Meadowbank Station has a direct connection with 
the southern entry to the TAFE Campus from 
Constitution Road (see Key Project 06: Gateways 
into Education Areas). This location is a connection 
with the new north-south shared path and creates 
an opportunity to provide bike parking, facilities and 
signage that reinforces this location as a bicycle and 
public transport interchange. 

Potential redevelopment of existing retail and 
commercial buildings around Meadowbank Station 
and along Railway Road could increase the retail 
and dining options at the adjoining local village 
centre. This would require collaboration with multiple 
landowners but would provide an opportunity to 
upgrade the ageing building stock. A more active 
centre would provide additional jobs, facilities and 
homes within this emerging mixed-use area.

Upgrades to the public domain around Meadowbank 
Station will improve the pedestrian access and 
safety. Actions include the creation of a slow-speed 
zone along Railway Road with new pedestrian 
crossings, increased landscape treatments, 
especially at intersections (i.e. via kerb blisters), 
additional street tree planting, new street furniture, 
lighting and public art. 

An	improved	streetscape	and	slower	traffic	speeds	
will help make outdoor dining more attractive. This 
contributes to a more active and safe station precinct 
at night. 

How do we do it? 

Respect and celebrate the heritage character and 
properties around the intersection of Railway Road 
and Constitution Road.
Ensure station precinct integration with north-south 
shared path and establish interchange facilities for 
cyclists.
Development is to consider the heights of 
surrounding development and overshadowing of 
public streets and open spaces. 

Figure 38 Artist sketch of possible activation around 
Meadowbank Station

Improve the retail and dining options at the local 
village centre.
Create visual and physical connections between 
the entry to the TAFE Campus and the station 
plaza.

T

Railw
ay Rd 

Constitution Rd

Raised pedestrian crossing

Consider new connection to platform

Outdoor dining opportunity

Shared cycle path 

Additional street trees

Kerb blistering 
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Station Centres (continued)

West Ryde Station
The West Ryde Station precinct was included in the 
West Ryde Revitalisation Study in 2019. Some of the 
recommendations for the station included:

•  "improving walkability within the Town Centre 
and pedestrian access to the railway station and 
parks"

• "discouraging Park and Ride near the railway 
station" 

• "redesign the station entry and enhance 
pedestrian crossing on Ryedale Road"

In	alignment	with	these	findings,	the	Master	Plan	
proposes a stronger pedestrian connection with 
West Ryde Station, via a potential 'land bridge' 
across Victoria Road. This north-south link would 
directly connect the station to the Sydney Water site 
and then the schools and TAFE sites and eventually 
to Parramatta River (see Key Project 02: Enhanced 
Connectivity).

How do we do it? 

Enhance pedestrian connectivity to West Ryde 
Station with a north-south link across Victoria 
Road. 
Maximise visual and physical connection from the 
station entry to the proposed pedestrian bridge 
across	Victoria	Road	to	improve	wayfinding	and	
support a safe connection along new route to the 
Sydney Water site.  
Maintain the existing pedestrian link from Ryedale 
Road to Victoria Road beneath the rail bridge.
Improve streetscape quality and pedestrian 
crossing around Ryedale Road.
Enhance safety with clear sightlines and 
appropriate lighting and surveillance technology.
Implement	wayfinding	and	signage	around	the	
station and to key destinations such as the schools 
and TAFE.
Coordinate opportunities to align upgrades in this 
location with upgrades of Victoria Road.
Support and respect the desired future character 
of Ryedale Road as described in the West Ryde 
Revitalisation Study (2019) including its heritage 
character. 

Key Project 08
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"Future Transport 2056 identifies the importance of transport 
interchanges as places which will have a high level of 
accessibility which is enhanced as service frequencies and 
travel times are improved. 
There will be potential for interchanges to deliver mixed-use, 
walkable, cycle-friendly centres and neighbourhoods" 
North District Plan, Greater Sydney Commission, March 2018
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5-9 Sydney Water & Employment 

Lands

Sydney Water & Employment Lands

An employment area zoned IN2 is located north of the 
schools and contains a mix of local service industries 
including car repair centres and storage facilities. 
There is an opportunity to strengthen this employment 
land as a business and innovation precinct, with 
increased development to accommodate new types of 
jobs and supporting open space, retail and community 
uses. This activated precinct has the potential to 
extend west into the adjoining Sydney Water site.

This area currently contains specialist businesses such 
as marine upholsterers, art supplies, pool equipment 
suppliers and chemical manufacturers. These serve 
an important local and district function and will be 
encouraged to remain as part of a future mix of 
employment uses. While retaining and managing 
industrial lands and urban services needs to be in 
accordance with the principles set out in the North 
District Plan, changes in technology may result in 
more complex employment lands and, in some cases, 
creative and tech industries. 

There is also a valuable opportunity for TAFE 
employment and career pathways to support 
apprenticeships and traineeships in adjoining 
employment zones and the area around Meadowbank 
Station, with courses linked to trade, tech and 
non-tech industries.

How do we do it? 

Create a higher employment intensity and amend 
the	permissible	uses	under	the	IN2	zone	to	reflect	
a change in the types of industry allowed.
Support retention of valuable specialist businesses 
and services in the Meadowbank retail centre and 
industrial zone.
Maximise visual, physical and virtual interactions 
between the employment lands and TAFE.
Aim	for	energy-efficient	and	sustainable	
development outcomes.
Identify and deliver new areas of open space.

Preparation	of	a	Structure	Plan	that	identifies	future	
development on the Sydney Water and employment 
land that:

• Retains and Integrates existing valuable 
specialist businesses

• Provides opportunities and spaces for 
emerging creative / tech industries 

• Explores potential connections to TAFE and 
TAFE courses 

Who is responsible? Sydney Water, TAFE 
NSW, land owners and City of Ryde 

What is planned?

Key Project 09



67 Meadowbank Education and Employment Precinct   |   Master Plan    |   July 2020

Improve the opportunity of the area to support 
employment uses and, while this excludes 
residential	uses,	changes	to	floor	space	ratio	
(FSR) and building heights may support additional 
employment uses and some local retail uses.
Achieve a high quality built standard with a strong 
emphasis on good building design and high quality 
landscaping.

1

Figure 39 Indicative plan for the Sydney Water site and Employment Lands N

Potential new road

Potential digital / creative industries

Sydney Water facilities & complementary uses 

Highly	significant	heritage

Proposed north-south shared path 

1

Possible open space

Possible open space
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Sydney Water & Employment Lands (continued)

Sydney Water
Sydney Water's West Ryde Pumping Station is 
state	heritage	listed	and	a	significant	water	supply	
asset, containing attractive buildings and workplace 
accommodation with laboratory facilities for water 
testing. As these facilities are nearing their end of life, 
new or upgraded facilities could be provided on the 
site, creating opportunities for redevelopment. Any 
such redevelopment could provide an opportunity to 
create a vital link between the West Ryde Station and 
the Employment Lands, the TAFE Campus and the 
schools. 

The proposed cycleway (see Key Project 05: North-
South Shared Pathway) connects across Victoria 
Road from West Ryde Station through the Sydney 
Water site and continues south to the schools and 
TAFE. 

Redevelopment on the Sydney Water site could 
include a community / retail hub adjacent to the 
cycleway, in keeping with the heritage character of 
the site (see Figure 39). 

The sites along Hermitage Road could be 
redeveloped as a part of the Employment Lands 
for trade, tech and non-tech commercial/industrial 
businesses. Actions also include adding a new 
east-west street parallel to Rhodes Street, which 
could continue into the Sydney Water site, allowing 
efficient	division	of	parcels	for	redevelopment.	

Heritage buildings, landscape and site features would 
be retained where possible and repurposed. Due to 
critical utility assets and heritage considerations it 
is likely that parts of the site would be retained as 
open space (see Figure 39). This could include a 
new open space at the corner of Victoria Road and 
Hermitage Road and the opportunity for open space 
or a possible small oval next to the railway line. 

Employment Lands
To increase activation of the area between Victoria 
Road, Rhodes Street, Hermitage Road and Mellor 
Street as a business and innovation precinct, a 
key action would involve changing the large block 
structure which caters to industrial land use, into 
smaller	blocks	that	provide	more	efficient	servicing	
and improved pedestrian access. 

Potential actions include the addition of a new 
east-west street parallel to Rhodes Street, extending 
from Falconer Street to the Sydney Water site, and 
widening of the existing lanes (Nook Lane, Nook 
Avenue, and Burnbie Lane). 

The pedestrian environment in the Employment 
Lands could be improved with landscape treatments, 
especially at intersections (i.e. via kerb blisters), 
additional street tree planting, mainly along 
Hermitage Road, new street furniture, lighting and 
public art at key locations. 

The Cascade Creek drainage corridor passes 
through this area (see Key Project 07: Green 
Infrastructure), and recommendations along this 
corridor include bioswales, central / side medians 
and	rain	gardens,	or	effective	flood	mitigation	
through increased open space to minimise the 
effects	of	flooding	on	the	employment	lands.

The employment lands should also support a broad 
range of educational uses and supporting industry 
activities. Permissible uses could be expanded to 
include:

• "Educational and information facilities" which are 
places that provide information or education to 
visitors and could include a visitor information 
centre, art gallery, museum or library and 

• "Industrial training facilities" which are spaces 
used in connection with vocational training (such 
as forklift or truck driving, welding or carpentry) 
but do not include an educational establishment, 
business premises or retail premises.

Key Project 09
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Sydney Water & Employment Lands (continued)

Figure 40 Artist sketch of possible 'Grounds of Ryde' style 
activation with Sydney Water Pumping Station behind
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5-10 Community engagment and the Key Projects

Comments from the community included in the Master Plan report
Key Project where relevant comments have 
been included

Closing Forsyth St at Victoria Rd to prevent it being used as a 'rat 
run'	for	Victoria	Rd	traffic

Living Streets

Elevated pedestrian bridge over Victoria Rd as a continuation of the 
North-South cycleway

Enhanced Connectivity

Improved	drop-off	and	access	to	west	side	of	Meadowbank	Station Enhanced Connectivity

Consider adding a bus stop near the Ausgrid site Enhanced Connectivity

Consider alternate routes for buses to relieve overloaded Bowden 
St 

Enhanced connectivity

The precinct needs more buses with carefully planned new bus 
routes; existing buses not adequate

Enhanced connectivity

The footpath along Constitution Rd is too narrow; it needs widening Pedestrian Improvements

Provide additional pedestrian refuge to improve pedestrian access 
in the Precinct

Pedestrian Improvements

Ensure tree species suit existing narrow corridors and safety 
considerations

Pedestrian Improvements

Mature trees need to be protected, and more trees need to be 
planted to replace ones that need to be removed

Pedestrian Improvements

Identify a list of key infrastructure works that needs to be completed 
prior to the opening of the schools.

Pedestrian Improvements

In the event of road widening maintain a pedestrian path along the 
northern side of Victoria Rd and consider a path on the southern 
side

Traffic	Management

Replace	the	Bowden	St	/	Constitution	Rd	roundabout	with	traffic	
lights as it is dangerous for pedestrians and motorists

Traffic	Management

Improve pedestrian access across Bowden St Traffic	Management

Consider	traffic	solutions	for	the	Bowden	St	/	MacPherson	St	
intersection as it is dangerous for pedestrians

Traffic	Management

Bank St and the road infrastructure on the west side of 
Meadowbank	Station	need	significant	improvements	to	cater	to	
increased	traffic

Traffic	Management

The recommendations from the community and stakeholder engagement for the MEEP Preliminary Master Plan 
that have been included in the Key Projects are as follows:

05     Key Projects
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Comments from the community included in the Master Plan report
Key Project where relevant comments have 
been included

Consider	traffic	solutions	to	the	Bank	St	and	Day	St	roundabout	as	it	
is currently unsafe for cyclists

Traffic	Management

Consider road widening for Bank St Bridge over the railway as it is 
very narrow and has poor visibility

Traffic	Management

Create a precinct-wide assessment of safe crossing facilities 
undertaken for both pedestrians and cyclists

Traffic	Management

Consider pedestrian crossing along Constitution Rd across the See 
St intersection

Traffic	Management

The cycleway is best located along the railway line, with future links 
to other stations

North-South Shared Pathway

Reconfiguration	of	the	proposed	pedestrian	crossing	on	the	Rhodes	
St bend

Gateways into Education areas

Include open spaces catering to young families Green Infrastructure

The threshold treatment between the public domain and external 
school grounds should facilitate community use

Green Infrastructure

Consider a pedestrian bridge west of Meadowbank Station to 
replace	pedestrian	crossing	as	it	leads	to	backed-up	traffic	during	
peak hours

Station Centres

Add mixed-use development to Meadowbank Station area Station Centres

Improve retail and dining experience around the Meadowbank 
Station

Station Centres

Provide more detail for the community hub at water pumping station 
site

Sydney Water & Employment Lands

Conversion of existing car-yards into commercial and high-tech 
industrial uses to complement TAFE

Sydney Water & Employment Lands

Re-purpose heritage items on Sydney Water site for community use Sydney Water & Employment Lands

Provide more detail regarding capacity and infrastructure for catalyst 
sites and employment opportunities

Sydney Water & Employment Lands

Provide detail on addressing local character and heritage Sydney Water & Employment Lands
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Investigate modifying streets into 'Living Streets' 
that prioritise pedestrian and cyclist movement

Enhance connectivity with an overpass across 
Victoria Road and an underpass beneath the 
railway line 

Support walking to school by investigating 
opportunities for pedestrian safety upgrades such 
as footpath widening, improved intersections, 
reduced speed limits and/or shared zones

Improve vehicle access and intersections around 
the precinct

Explore opportunities for a shared pedestrian and 
cyclist route along the railway line with links to 
the stations, schools, TAFE and the existing cycle 
network

Establish legible, welcoming, safe and accessible 
entries to the schools and TAFE sites 

Strengthen green infrastructure in the region 
including a blue link along the natural drainage 
corridor and new green open spaces

Strengthen the accessibility and connectivity 
around the existing train station centres

Support	intensification	of	employment	land	
as	a	significant	asset	for	local	jobs.	Explore	
opportunities for revitalisation and/ or community 
spaces within the heritage listed Sydney Water 
Site 

The Meadowbank Education 
and Employment Precinct 
Master Plan

05     Key Projects
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N-S shared path 

Living street 

Living street 

Blue / green link 

Living street 

Shared over bridge  

E-W underpass

Sydney Water & Employment

Station centre upgrade 

Education gateway

Education gateway

Bus stop



Three cities icon

The three cities icon is a brand 
element that complements the GSC 
logo. It is to be used across GSC 
communications along with the 
primary logo in a consistent manner, 
where space and context makes it 
appropriate. The icon represents 
A Metropolis of Three Cities, a central 
concept in the GSC’s planning work.

To protect the clarity and visibility of 
the logo it has a clearspace zone. 
This means that nothing else can be 
placed in the area surrounding the 
logo. The clearspace zone equals the 
height of one circle  (x).

Monotone logosClearspace

XX

X X
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