
Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan

Submission_id: 30534
Date of Lodgment: 24 Oct 2017
Origin of Submission: Online

First name: William
Last name: Parker
Suburb: 2010

Submission content: see attachment

Number of attachments: 1 

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org


Greater Sydney Commission 
 
Submission of comments on Draft Plan 
 
Introduction 
Sydney does not need to become a megacity of 10 million people. The solution to preventing this lies 
outside Sydney and involves the development of of a megaregion on the East Coast of Australia. The 
choice is between congested capital cities or regional planning. The draft plan should have contained 
more than one strategy for avoiding Sydney becoming a megacity. The plan  beautifully illustrates 
how to achieve a megacity. 
 
Sydney  
Most planning documents including ABS forecast 8 million people by 2056. The State Planning 
Department documents which preceded the GSC Plan suggest the increased population can be 
accommodated in metropolitan activity centres with mainly multi storey apartments. The former 
industrial “dough-nut” inner Sydney suburbs are proceeding in accordance with this model. However it 
will involve the construction of about 900,000 apartments to accommodate the projected population 
growth. That rate of development is unrealistic. The accompanying congestion generated by those 
numbers is unsustainable. Decentralised development in regional cities between 100,000 to 250,000 
people is a more realistic option. The construction of high speed rail transport and the provision of 
modern communication systems are the essential ingredients of this alternative option. 
 
Alternative Strategy 
Consider restricting the growth in population in Sydney. Restrict the rate of development to allow the 
construction of new infrastructure to control the current increase in congestion. Do not proceed with 
the proposed Badgery’s Creek airport. Sydney does not need two airports. Newcastle (Williamtown) 
and Canberra can be developed as International airports. The East Coast megeregion detailed in the 
book “Made in Australia” the Future of Australian Cities, is a reasonable alternative to your proposed 
Sydneycentric solution. Please consider the arguments put forward in this book and present them as 
an alternative to your draft plan. 
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