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Greater Sydney Commission Our Greater Sydney 2056 A metropolis 
of three cities – connecting people 

 

Twitter: 
Pennant Hills, Hornsby Shire 

This submission is written from the perspective of a resident of Pennant Hills in Hornsby 
Shire who is also a geography teacher.   

The draft regional plan outlines three cities: Eastern Harbour City, Central River City and 
Western Parkland City. The paper proposes a vision for 2056 and outlines the plan in the 
framework of the past, present and future.  There is a focus on infrastructure/collaboration, 
livability, productivity, sustainability, the structure of the plan and implementation 

https://www.greater.sydney/draft-greater-sydney-region-plan 

The relevance for Pennant Hills/ Hornsby Shire according to the snapshot includes the 
following: 

• The area is considered as significant as a corridor of transport connectivity.
• It is designated as an area for health and educational investment
• Hornsby is classified as one of 34 Strategic Centres
• From a sustainability perspective Hornsby is mainly considered Metropolitan rural

area and Protected Natural Area and Open Space with an urban corridor.

In short, the residents of Hornsby are on the fringe and are potentially missing out on the 
substantial development of a city in ten directions:  infrastructure, a collaborative city, a city 
for people, housing the city, a city of great places, a well connected city, jobs and skills for 
the city, an efficient city and a resilient city. 

By way of summary I have tried to cherry pick and summarise the key areas of relevance to 
Hornsby. Following each section are some brief comments.   

1. Infrastructure and collaboration:

Hornsby is not designated as a health and educational precinct but is considered as an area 
marked for educational and health investments - Figure 8 page 30. This seems to be the only 
thing on offer for the fringe areas such as Hornsby, Richmond, Greater Penrith, 
Campbelltown-Macarthur and Sutherland.  

https://www.greater.sydney/draft-greater-sydney-region-plan
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Comment: 
 
Is there capacity to consider Hornsby as an Educational and Health Precinct? The closeness 
to the central coast may be a positive contributing factor. 
 

2. Housing targets 2016-2036 
 
The target for the North District for 0-5 years is 25 950 dwellings and over a 20-year period 
92 000 dwellings. Hornsby has the second smallest housing targets after the South District 
with 23 250 and 83 500 dwellings respectively - Figure 15 page 51. 
 
Comment:  
 
The housing numbers seem to be centralised rather than decentralised in their distribution. 
Some guidance and support to provide medium density housing in the Hornsby Shire would 
benefit the community and provide a commuting point to the cities. 
 
 

3. Productivity-Connectivity: 
 
There seems to be limited if not no role for Hornsby in the plans for a productive city. 
However, in relation to connectivity and transport, Hornsby is considered as a gateway to 
the north via Epping from Greater Parramatta, or north from the Harbour city via 
Chatswood -  Page 75. Hornsby has a significant role in the Greater Sydney freight network 
connecting the three cities to the Central coast and Newcastle -  Figure 29 Page 83. 
 
Comment: 
 
Is it possible to reconsider the focus of transport from Hornsby to the cities, rather than just 
a gateway to the north? In particular, a more direct rail route to Parramatta instead of at 
least two train changes or traffic by bus along Pennant Hills Road. 
 

4. Strategic Centre:  
 
There are 34 strategic centres in Greater Sydney where the mix of activities, size and 
location enable the community to access a wide range of goods, services and jobs. They 
reinforce the success of the three cities - Page 103.   
 
The expectations of strategic centres include: 
 

• High levels of private sector investment 
• Flexibility, so that the private sector can choose when and where to invest 
• Co-location of a wide mix of land uses, including residential 
• High levels of amenity and walkability 
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• Areas identified for commercial uses and where appropriate commercial cores.   
 
The NSW government has a role to play for a strategic centre will enhance public transport 
access to strategic centres as part of the 30-minute city. In addition, the NSW government 
will prioritise infrastructure investment to: 

• Unlock significant private sector investment 
• Attract businesses and provided a range of services 
• Improve attractiveness of centres as a place to live, work and enjoy and provide 

community services. 
• Allow continued expansion to increase the number of jobs close to where people 

live. 
 
Finally, to deliver this approach strategic plans are required to outline how the 
opportunities identified above can be delivered including the infrastructure required to 
deliver job growth and the planning regime to deliver this. Barriers to be addressed to 
unblock the potential include land fragmentation, restrictive planning controls, accessibility 
and amenity. 
 
Comment: 
 
The focus of Hornsby as a Strategic Centre implies that Hornsby has to do things 
themselves; including their own lobbying of the NSW government and private organisations 
to make Hornsby attractive to infrastructure investment.  This would be made easier if the 
area was designated as a health and education precinct.   
 

5. Sustainability: 
The draft plan discusses four major landscapes of greater Sydney: protected natural area, 
metropolitan rural area, urban area and coasts and harbours.  The shire is dominated by the 
protected natural areas and metropolitan rural areas with a corridor or urban areas - Figure 
43 page 124. It is an area with national parks and reserves with a some protected natural 
areas on a sandstone plateau -   Figure 48 and 49 pages 136 and 137. 
 
Comment: 
 
Hornsby Shire’s natural assets could be leveraged more and perhaps set up as a flagship for 
sustainability goals.  Perhaps also the draft plan could have greater alignment to the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals.   
 
 

6. Conclusion: 
 
It appears Hornsby is both geographically on the fringe and on the fringe in relation to the 
plans proposed by the Greater Sydney Commission. These are the cards the Shire have been 
dealt and the frame work from within we can work.   
 
It seems work needs to be done to build on and work with the guidelines for Hornsby as a 
Strategic Centre which may include identifying what is meant by areas of health and 
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educational investments, monitor the level of private sector involvement, strive for clear 
strategic planning, initiate negotiations with the NSW government, leverage our role as a 
transport gateway and linking our natural environment to the sustainability goals. 
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