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Submission content: Dear Sarah Hill, We are writing to you in response
to the published draft of the Greater Sydney Regional Plan released on
26 October 2017. Settlement Services International is a community-
based not-for-profit organisation providing a range of services in the
areas of refugee settlement, migrant support services, asylum seeker
assistance, housing, multicultural foster care, disability support,
employment services and youth support in NSW. Upon reviewing the
draft document SSI was pleased to note some recognition of the need
for more affordable housing for low to very-low households. However,
the reference to affordable housing targets at 5-10% (subject to
viability) does seem to fall short of the number of new homes required
to address Sydney's growing housing crisis. I believe the community
conversation on affordable housing and “density-done-right” has
shifted significantly over the last year since the initial draft plans were
released, thanks in part to the work undertaken by the NGO sector,
Sydney Alliance and St Vincent de Paul's affordable housing
campaigns. It's unfortunate to see that targets have remained
unchanged despite a changing attitude towards well-designed
affordable developments and the persistent problem of housing



affordability. The problem has become so intractable in recent years
that it's no longer quarantined to low income families, as middle
income earners are finding it increasingly difficult to find suitable
accommodation. Low to moderately paid workers are the lifeblood of
the city and essential to keeping the economy running strong and
efficiently. Unfortunately, much of the workforce in cities spend
countless hours commuting to and from work each day adding to
transport and traffic congestion. This time would be better spent with
family and undertaking leisure activities. Happy and healthy workers
contribute to healthy, livable and productive cities. If Sydney wishes to
remain a global economic hub then affordable housing for moderate
income earners must be a part of the solution. That is why SSI is
joining over 130 organisations who have signed onto Sydney Alliance's
campaign calling for minimum targets of 15% on private land and 30%
on public land with transparent controls to ensure developers comply
with targets. Even this target may not be enough on its own and a
range of strategies that support great housing affordability will continue
to be required. Ms. Hill, I urge you to reconsider the targets being
referenced with a view to support stronger targets for Affordable
Housing, which include clear and enforceable guidelines and
provisions to ensure better access for middle income earners in
addition to low income earners.
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