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Submission content: Summary I believe the vision for the Western
Parklands City, and therefore for the three cities, is not viable in its
current form. My reasons are: • There is no city centre proposed, so
there will never be a real heart to the city • There will not be sufficient
jobs created by the industry identified to be sustainable. This will mean
the suburbs west of the M7 will continue to be an area from which
many of the residents will need to travel to their place of work. The
vision for the three cities will not be implemented, and the promise of a
30-minute commute for these residents will not be achieved. A much
bolder vision will be needed for the Western Parklands City. My
suggestion is that moving the seat of Parliament and Government
Administration to the Western Parklands City would make this
approach possible. Problems There are two reasons I consider the
proposal for the is not workable in its current form • There is no city
centre • There will not be sufficient jobs locally to be sustainable No
City Centre The current proposal Western Parklands City is an
agglomeration of suburbs with no real city structure. This will mean
there is nothing different from the current situation. There is nothing to
give the residents civic pride in their place of residence. There will be
no real cultural centre for the city. The only reason for existence is to
give the people a place to live and, maybe, a place to work. This is



simply not really a city. Insufficient Jobs Within a city there are two
types of jobs. • Jobs that bring money into the city from outside the
area • Jobs that support the people living within the city These are both
important to the local economy and no city is sustainable without a mix
of these jobs. The local support jobs are in health, shops, tradesmen,
local small businesses, and the like. The jobs that bring money from
outside the city may be either provided by industry within the city or by
people travelling outside the city. In the Greater Sydney Commission
document two main industries are mentioned, freight and distribution
and aeronautics. There are also jobs in health and higher education.
The jobs in freight and distribution are likely to occur given the
proximity of Badgerys Creek Airport. The jobs in health and higher
education may eventuate, but would be limited. The jobs in aeronautics
may eventuate, although I am not convinced there will be a critical
mass that will sustain this industry or that it will provide sufficient jobs.
My contention is that many of the people who bring money from
outside the area would need to continue to travel outside this city to
their place of work. Result If, as I believe, the Western Parklands City
would not take off, this would either leave unused infrastructure or
mean the infrastructure promised would not be delivered. Many
residents would continue to travel to their place of work. The vision for
the three cities would not eventuate, and the promise of a 30-minute
commute for these residents would not be fulfilled. Possible Approach
A much bolder vision will be needed to make the Western Parklands
City part of the three cities approach work. There needs to be a proper
city with a city centre and there needs to be a guarantee that jobs
which provide money from outside the area can be provided. This
would allow a properly planned city with proper infrastructure and
cultural centre to be built. A possible approach is to move the state
seat of state parliament and government administration to the Western
Parklands City. This would mean that many companies that support
state government would also move to the new city. The state
government does not need to be in the CBD of the most populous city
in the state; this approach is already successfully used in the United



States (e.g. the New York State capital is Albany). In fact it would
relieve pressure for office space in the current CBD. This approach
would provide a modern state parliament and offices located close
together in a fully planned precinct, improve the usage of Badgerys
Creek Airport, and move parliament to an area more accessible to all
of NSW.
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