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Submission content: I am writing to congratulate you on the recent
release of the Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan 2017 (the draft plan).
The draft plan is a credit to yourself as Chief Commissioner, to Deputy
Chief Commissioner Geoff Roberts and, indeed, to all other
commissioners and staff at the Greater Sydney Commission (GSC).
While Sydney Airport will of course make a more detailed submission
in the coming weeks, our initial reading of the draft plan indicates that
the GSC has positively addressed many of the key planning issues
raised by Sydney Airport during the preliminary consultation stage of
the process. As you may recall from our earlier discussions and
submissions, we believe it is vitally important that the economic activity
and hundreds of thousands of jobs facilitated by Sydney Airport and
the adjacent Port Botany are protected into the future. In part, this
means ensuring planning and development activity in the vicinity of
these two nationally significant trade gateways proceeds in a strategic
manner over the long term. We were therefore particularly encouraged
to see the following included in the draft plan: • Growth will be
supported by protecting the operations of the international gateways of
Sydney Airport and Port Botany. • Retaining internationally competitive



operations at both these locations is vital for a productive NSW
economy. Preventing the encroachment of sensitive uses that can
impact on these operations and ensuring transport networks can
support the needs of the trade gateways is of national significance. •
Manage the interfaces of industrial areas, trade gateways and
intermodal facilities by protecting industrial lands for port, intermodal
and logistics uses from the encroachment of commercial, residential
and other noncompatible uses which would adversely affect industry
viability to facilitate ongoing operation and long-term growth. page 2 of
2 • Protecting prescribed airspace from inappropriate development, for
example height of building controls that would allow buildings to
penetrate prescribed airspace and reduce the capacity of existing
airport operations. • Preventing inappropriate development within the
high noise corridor on the Kurnell Peninsula. • Identifying and
preserving land for future port and airport, intermodal and rail
infrastructure. • Preventing land uses that generate additional private
vehicle traffic on roads that service Port Botany and Sydney Airport
such as large-scale car based retail and high density residential. We
were also pleased to note in the draft plan that a statewide approach to
implementing the National Airports Safeguarding Framework is being
developed by the NSW Department of Planning and Environment,
something we have been advocating for several years now. On a
broader note, when finalising the plan, we believe there would be merit
in collating these various airport and port-related planning matters into
a single objective of the plan, similar to the way in which planning and
development in areas around the proposed Western Sydney Airport
has been addressed. Our submission will address the point in more
detail. Congratulations once again and I look forward to the draft plan
being finalised, followed by the various district plans that will sit
beneath it.
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