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Submission content: I am deeply concerned over the total lack of the
provision for the management of both existing and new urban
development within the areas described in the NDP as "Metropolitan
Rural Areas. The current draft NDP includes the following statement:
"Therefore urban development in the Metropolitan Rural Area will only
be considered in the investigation areas identified in the draft Greater
Sydney Region Plan. There are no investigation areas in the North
District." Whilst I agree that generally these areas should maintain their
rural amenity, the above statement simply dooms these areas from any
improvement whatsoever in the next ten years. These MRA's include a
number of existing villages that already support hundreds of residential
properties and already suffer from a lack of basic services. Over the
past twenty years, Local Councils have seen fit to apply residential
densities to parts of these areas (and in some cases high density) but
yet have not provided them with what the rest of Sydney would
consider basic infrastructure. For example, Dural Village located at the
intersection of Old Northern Road & Galston Road currently supports
around sixty residential properties, commercial/retail properties and a
state primary school, but doesn't even have reticulated sewer.........
The village is less than 2km (as the crow flies) from the residential
"fringe" of neighbouring Round Corner & Cherrybrook but may as well



be 200km away given the lack of services it is provided. In the past two
years there has been two mixed use medium rise developments
approved by The Hills Shire Council in Dural Village. If the Councils are
allowing this scale of redevelopment in the area, why then does the
NDP completely ignore this area and in turn prevent any future
investment in infrastructure or sensible redevelopment? Also, Dural
Village straddles two LGA's, two state government electorates and now
the boundary between the Northern and Central City NDP's, all of
which add to our woes of being forgotten in any infrastructure
improvements. I firmly believe that the final NDP needs to clearly
identify the redevelopment potential of the Metropolitan Rural Areas,
particularly those close to the existing urban fringe and within and
immediately surrounding existing villages so that governments at all
levels will be forced to provide appropriate infrastructure and services
to support existing residential development and allow land owners to
plan for sensible redevelopment of the district. In other words, please
do not allow the NDP to lock us out of any improvements for another
ten years while the rest of nearly Sydney moves forward.


