
Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan

Submission_id: 31107
Date of Lodgment: 11 Dec 2017
Origin of Submission: Online

Organisation name: Blacktown City Coucnil
Organisation type: Local Council
First name: Richard
Last name: Campbell
Suburb: 2148

See Attachement



BLACKTOWN CITY COUNCIL 

SUBMISSION ON DRAFT FUTURE TRANSPORT STRATEGY 2056 

Draft Future Transport Strategy 2056 (The Strategy) places too much reliance on untested 
changes in technology to address Sydney’s future transport requirements. Whilst we 
acknowledge that new technologies may improve the efficiencies of the current network and 
may change some peoples’ travel patterns, new technologies cannot overcome the 
distances people have to travel, time inefficiencies and poor services levels of the existing 
network. The existing deficiencies in the transport system are the factors that force many 
residents, in particular living in Western Sydney, to depend on the use of private vehicles for 
their daily business.  

No commitment to improving the existing public transport network 

The draft Strategy lacks real initiatives to improve the existing public transport system to 
allow it to compete with car travel. Whilst smart phone apps with real time travel information 
or innovative ticket payment systems make travel easier, they will not reduce travel times or 
improve frequencies on the current underutilised bus network of Western Sydney. 
Technology may be able to provide information on a particular transport service but cannot 
reduce waiting time for a connected service or a different mode of transport. Reducing wait 
times and travel times of the existing network is essential in reducing car dependency in 
Western Sydney. 

Additionally, the emphasis on technology seems to be at the expense of providing critical 
infrastructure such as easy access to stations. Council and the community have been 
petitioning for some time on the need for lifts at Doonside Station to improve accessibility for 
mobility impaired and elderly passengers. Yet in 2017 we still have people unable to access 
the rail system due to non-compliant ramps and stairs. 

Investigating not committing to capacity increase on the rail network 

The Strategy discusses the investigation of capacity and reliability improvements on the 
existing rail network, including the T1 Western Line. This is of great concern to Blacktown 
City Council as we know that the T1 Western Line currently has significant capacity issues. 
A previous commitment to spend $4 billion dollars on increasing capacity on the T1 Western 
Line, through the Western Express Program, was redirected to the Sydney Metro North 
West. Committing funding and commencing works on a program to increase the capacity of 
the T1 Western Line is essential over the next 10 years to address the significant increases 
in density that have occurred, or are proposed to occur, along the rail line.  

No commitment to City Shaping Infrastructure 

The Strategy places a heavy reliance on the metropolis of three cities concept to change the 
shape of the Greater Sydney to improve the cities transport efficiencies and reduce 
customers travel time. However, the draft strategy does not contain firm commitments to key 
city shaping infrastructure that will be required to ensure the success of the Three Cities 
concept. It is Blacktown City Council’s submission that without commitment to improving the 
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existing public transport system and delivery of new public transport links that align to the 
Three Cities concept, the car culture, particularly in the Western Parkland and Central River 
Cities, will prevail, which will adversely impact on the success of the Three Cities. 

Many initiatives have been investigated previously 

Many of the initiatives that are to be investigated over the next 10 years of the strategy have 
had some form of investigation in the past. Of particular concern for us is ‘A Plan for Growing 
Sydney’, the previous Metro Strategy already discussed the investigation of the Sydney 
Metro North West from Cudgegong Road to Marsden Park. So why does the draft Strategy 
still talk about investigating instead of committing? It is Blacktown City Council’s submission 
that the draft Strategy should be committing to the extension of the Sydney Metro North 
West from Cudgegong Road to St Marys and Western Sydney Airport.  

No commitment to the extension of the Sydney Metro North West through to Marsden 
Park 

The development of Marsden Park is occurring at a fast pace with significant residential, 
commercial and industrial development already underway with over 2,720 people currently 
working within Sydney Business Park. It is important that the Metro is extended from 
Cudgegong Road to Marsden Park, St Marys and Western Sydney Airport,  within the next 
10 years, not merely investigated. Surely we do not want to add the new suburb to the 
growing list of the car dependent suburbs of the past. Allowing Marsden Park to grow without 
the Sydney Metro North West being extended will only result in the car culture being 
enshrined in those residents and employees living or working in Marsden Park. 

We believe the business case for extending the Metro already exists. Marsden Park is the 
Strategic Centre for the western part of the North West Priority Growth Area with a 
population catchment of 80,000 residents. It will be one of North Western Sydney’s largest 
employment locations with around 30,000 jobs being located in Marsden Park. The success 
of the Sydney Business Park has seen initial employment projections rise from 17,000 to 
23,500 employees. Surely these figures provide the evidence required for the State 
Government to commit to the extension of Sydney Metro North West to Marsden Park. 

No commitment to rail links to the Western Sydney Airport 

We believe that rail services need to be operating to the Western Sydney Airport (WSA) 
once operations commence in 2026. For this to occur it would require a firm commitment 
from both the State and Federal Governments now to allow for construction to commence 
within the next 10 years to ensure services are running to the airport when flights start.  

Investigating such links over the next 10 years is not good enough, as the success of the 
Western Parkland City is hinged on the multiplier effects of the development of, and 
operation from WSA. In essence, WSA will be the CBD of the Western Parkland City and 
CDB’s require mass transit networks to be successful. Without a mass transit network, 
growth of CBD will be constrained. Worldwide this phenomenon of car oriented CBD is 
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changing rapidly, even car oriented Los Angeles is developing mass transit networks to 
address congestion and car dependency. We need to be committing to the construction of 
these essential rail links not purely investigating.  

Whilst initial investigations for rail services as part of the EIS for the Western Sydney Airport 
concluded that rail services were not viable until well after operations commenced at WSA, 
we believe this analysis is now redundant with the emergence of the Three Cities concept. 
Rail links to WSA are no longer just about linking Western Sydney’s population to the airport 
but are key city shaping infrastructure that is integral for the success development and 
growth of the Western Parkland City. 

Proposals for a North South Rail Link do not consider the northern suburbs of Mount 
Druitt 

The proposal to investigate the creation of a north south rail link for the Western Parkland 
City does not consider the truly transformational city shaping potential of this rail link if its 
route traversed the northern suburbs of Mount Druitt. 

The northern suburbs of Greater Mount Druitt, with approximately 100,000 residents, suffer 
from poor access to the existing train network. Many of the suburbs are up to 5 km distance 
from the closest train stations of Mount Druitt and St Marys. Several of those suburbs are 
considerably disadvantaged, exacerbated through lack of access to employment areas and 
education. These suburbs are characterised by high rates of social housing, with some 
suburb’s housing stock being owned almost exclusively by Housing. 

A North South rail link running through the northern suburbs of Mount Druitt will offer these 
residents better access to the employment areas of Rouse Hill, Marsden Park, the Western 
Sydney Employment Area, the Western Sydney Priority Growth Area and the Western 
Sydney Aerotropolis, offering greater access to employment and education and allowing 
public transport to become a viable travel to work option for these residents. The rail link 
would also create opportunities for urban renewal with increased densities around those new 
stations. Much of the land is in public ownership, which could allow for rapid planning and 
building of a metro line and urban redevelopment.  

Metro stations in the northern suburbs of Mount Druitt would rejuvenate and up lift an area 
that has been in the too hard basket for decades.  

Growing Greater Sydney’s Bicycle network 

Lack of access to safe cycling paths is currently a barrier for greater use of bicycles. Council 
supports coordinated approach to connect green corridors and spaces across the city to 
support compact development, promote a more resilient urban environment, and reduce 
obesity and inactivity. This ‘green grid’ will support walking and cycling around and between 
centres, extend public transport catchments and reduce car dependence. 

We support complete walking and cycling networks to and within centres and invest in safe, 
direct and continuous green corridor connections. 
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Planning for the three cities and strategic centres strategy should include exclusive bike 
connections linking these strategic areas with multi modal access. This includes exclusive 
bike links from Sydney to Parramatta and the Western Sydney Airport. Anything less will not 
fully address our current and future travel requirements.  
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