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Draft Sydney Region Plan Submission – Horsley Park Urban Investigation Area 

Martin O’Connell – Horsley Park Resident 

 

Overview 

I have a very keen interest in the future planning of Greater Sydney and have been actively involved 

particularly with all events through the Western Sydney Leadership Dialogue, and firmly believe that 

the Horsley Park area can provide a vital link the Western Precinct of the plans. I am actively 

involved in business and community in the local area briefly summarised below: 

 Chairperson of Our Lady of Victories Parish Council - a Catholic Parish Community 

encompassing Horsley Park, Cecil Park and the surrounding region. According to the 2 recent 

censuses, we are the most religious suburb in the state and in the top few in Australia – with 

the Catholic population being a large contingent. Our motto is “celebrating community”, and 

we strive to include not only parishioners; but the whole community. 

 Vice-President – Horsley Park United Soccer Club – Our only soccer club in the Southern 

Districts currently with 10 teams and over 200 registered players 

 Managing Director – AWJ Civil – the largest Civil contractor in the Fairfield LGA performing 

civil construction works for both public and Private Sector predominately in Sydney’s West. 

We actively seek to partner with Educational institutions in the west to promote local 

employment. We currently have in excess of 100 full-time staff based in Wetherill Park 

 Developer – Currently involved in 2 regional town centre redevelopments of similar size to 

Horsley Park in population, where we have promoted a strong base of community 

engagement and consultation 

I am interested in being involved in a steering committee for the Horsley Park opportunity, with the 

intention of creating an amazing place unique to Sydney and the world. I believe the opportunity we 

have to create integration with the adjoining Western Sydney Parklands is incredible and it could 

potentially be the benchmark to sustainable cities in Australia, and our location to the surrounding 

employment lands, Parramatta and Badgery’s Creek is ideal. 

Resident Support to further investigation 

The Parish Council invited Fairfield Council to a community consultation session on Wednesday 22nd 

November specifically about the Draft Plans and there was an impressive turnout from the Parish 

and Broader community – well in excess of 300 individuals. Fairfield Council presented information 

on the Draft plans, progression to date and a general overview of the steps forward with regards to 

the investigation. It served as a great information process and the community have shown great 

interest in being involved in the consultative process and would value further involvement as the 

investigation and further plans unfold. 

When posed with the option at the end of the night whether residents would prefer Horsley Park 

should stay Rural or whether further investigation, development and progression was preferred 

there was overwhelming support for development (estimated at 98% of individuals present by way 

of a show of hands). 

Social Case for Progression 



My involvement in the Parish, School and Soccer Club has enabled me to witness a clear change in 

the Horsley Park Demographics which I have identified briefly below: 

- There is a noticeable change in demographics – particularly in the young family area. Our 

Population in 2016 census was 1828 over 598 houses which reduced slightly in number from 

the previous census while other Western Sydney areas are growing in population. Of 

particular concern is change in age structure which is evident on the graph below and 

apparent in weekend mass and local sporting clubs. There is a decrease in all age groups less 

than 60 and an increase greater than 60 – our population is aging significantly and young 

families are leaving the area. (refer Change in Age Structure Graph) 

 

-  
- A major factor to this is that land prices have essentially doubled over this time frame (from 

$800,000 to $1,600,000) and when you add on top the cost of construction house prices are 

simply unaffordable for most young families (Currently $2,400,000-$3,000,000). 

- Of concern is also average mortgage repayments for those in the area compared to Fairfield 

LGA. The graph Shows that 58% of people with mortgage are paying more than $3000 per 

month on mortgage compared to Fairfield 14%. In addition, the most frequent mortgage 

bracket (>$5000/mth) in Horsley Park is the least frequent for Fairfield LGA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What we are seeing in Horsley Park in summary 

- Young people / families are leaving the area because there it is too expensive 

- Those staying are mortgaged up to their necks – working harder / longer hours 

- More funerals less weddings in the Parish 

- Congregation numbers are dropping – particularly young families 

- School numbers are okay but certainly more are attending from outside the area. My eldest 

daughter had 14 Horsley Park residents in her class when she finished Marion 2 years ago. 

My son 5 years younger currently has 5 kids from Horsley Park 

- Sporting Clubs are struggling – Soccer for instance in 2011 we had 6 teams under 9 years – 

last year just one. We need 5 junior sides to be considered a fully-fledged club in association 

we have scraped in for 2 years but are in serious jeopardy of not meeting next year.  

Value Capture Concerns 

I cannot seem to obtain much information on the Value Capture Model that the State Government is 

proposing for funding infrastructure, but I understand they are looking at an option of potentially tax 

uplift in property value (rezoning) to subsidise infrastructure cost.  As an individual who has been 

living in the West all their lives and paying taxes towards infrastructure in and around the city, I think 

it is unreasonable to suggest that now it is the Western Suburbs time for growth it is being 

contemplated that the landowners pay a higher proportion. Western Sydney infrastructure benefits 

ALL of Sydney (and the state) and ALL should pay their share, as it has always been done. 

Preserving the rich Horsley Park Culture 

To some capacity the sustainability / grower culture should be preserved in any future planning of 

the area. We have all moved here over the years to avoid the urban sprawl. We all value space, and 

have a strong sense of community. A sustainable township underpinned by our values would be 

highly sort after for businesses and families to move to. 

Vision for Horsley Park 

The following would make Horsley Park the AMAZING PLACE it deserves to be: 



- Australia’s marquee sustainable Township– attracting commercial Headquarters to support 

the surrounding warehousing of Eastern Creek, Wetherill Park and Erskine Park. Challenge 

areas like Rhodes and North Ryde for business centres. Target individuals, businesses and 

retailers conscious of their social, economic and environmental footprint which is growing 

exponentially  

- A Retail and Food Precinct to be the benchmark of western Sydney. Integrate with the 

Parklands urban farms initiative to have the shortest field to fork averages in Australia 

- Similar to the Los Angeles Urban Agriculture plan (pictured), become an incubator for 

progressive food related industry. The region has become the fresh food distribution hub 

already with Woolworths, Coles and Metcash Cold Store all in the area. 

-  

-  



- Being the true Parklands town, a town centre can unlock accessibility to the Western Sydney 

Parklands for recreation. Integrated with the Amenity of Parklands adjacent. It would make 

the town amazing to work, live and play 

- Use our Wastewater to Irrigate the Parklands / urban farms and the town in a similar way to 

Sydney Olympic Park. Potentially using the biogas in waste-to-energy 

- Have a town centre completely of the electrical grid – integrate solar, wind, waste to energy. 

Potential opportunities with surrounding former landfills 

- When the Sydney- Parramatta metro extends to Badgery’s Creek we need a metro station! 

- Combine with commercial, retail and high-end residential to a town centre – Keep Fairfield 

and Bossley Park Affordable centres 

- Growers markets to service the west 

- High class community facilities 

- Stormwater Harvesting from the nearby employment lands – the infrastructure to separate 

clean roof water is already in place but not utilised optimally 

- Other initiatives to have a sustainable reliance on the surrounding countryside 

- Ideally look at an innovative layout to decrease the urban sprawl evident in the whole west. 

A high density integrated town centre promoting pedestrianization and bicycles, stepping 

out to preserving acreage as well 
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