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Earlwood NSW 2206 
10 December 2017 

To whom it may concern 

As the owner and resident of a detached house in Earlwood for the past 11 years, I am 
concerned about the draft plans for the South District. My daughter goes to school here, I 
volunteer on the weekend in my neighbourhood, and I'm closely connected to the local 
community.  

I am worried that the proposals for urban renewal areas in the South District will have a 
negative impact on my local community. The proposals to replace low-density residential 
housing with high-rise housing will force residents such as myself away from their 
familiar neighbourhoods. The proposed increases will have major negative ramifications 
for existing infrastructure, will worsen road congestion and overcrowding on public 
transport and reduce the livability of our suburbs. 

The District Plans foreshadow increases in families with primary-aged children and 
people aged over 65 years but there is no clear provision for social infrastructure or 
environmental protections for the green canopy that forms part of the Wolli Creek 
Regional Park, waterways such as Bardwell Valley and Cooks River and the very 
precious open space we enjoy.  It is likely that the burden will fall on local councils and 
community providers (who I’m not sure have much say in the matter). Increased 
population will also put more pressure on facilities such as my daughter’s primary school, 
which is already close to 700 kids.  

It's been reported that the combined targets for Canterbury City Council and Bayside 
Council are for 23,400 homes in the next 5 years. This is a huge increase in population. 
My house sits on top of a sandstone escarpment, making access difficult. Our street is 
only wide enough for one car to drive through at a time when cars are parked on both 
sides of the street and so traffic congestion will significantly increase with even a modest 
increase in population around us.  

The plans give little consideration to affordable and social housing and I haven't seen any 
evidence that increasing supply of high-rise housing will necessarily improve 
affordability or housing choice. In fact, when I have searched for alternative housing 
that’s equivalent to our current situation in our district (3-bedroom detached house with 
room for chooks, fruit trees, water recycling unit, large compost bin and vegetable 
patches), there is very almost none available for sale. So the plans that are being proposed 
will actually mean there is LESS housing choice, rather than more.  

I ask that plans for development only be allowed where it includes additional public 
transport, good traffic planning, new schools, open spaces, and community facilities in 
proportion to any projected increase in population and no rezoning of current low-rise 
residential streets.  

Yours sincerely 
Anna Le Masurier 
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