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SUMISSION:  Draft Greater Sydney Western Region Plan 

In regard to the Campelltown Region the Commission has failed on every promise made at the 

launch, and has now become just another layer of government which appears to believe 

Campbelltown is a dumping ground. 

EQUALITY ACROSS THE SYDNEY BASIN 

Environment 

Absolutely no protection for our local rivers including the Georges and Nepean Rivers has been 

included within the Draft Report. 

 The Georges River Catchment has been wrongly increased in size to include the Woronora Dam and 

Prospect Reservoir, which shows either the lack of knowledge or interest in our region.  

No protection of wildlife corridors threatened species; both flora and fauna has been included within 

the Draft Report.  

Heritage buildings, protection of life style, protection of Scenic Protection Areas 

Southern Areas of Scenic Protection including Mt Gilead, Leaf Gully and areas to their south and 

west have been or will be rezoned for medium density housing. Scenic Protection Areas around 

Varrowville House will become a cemetery despite the fact the region is perfectly well serviced by 

the Cemetery at Leppington.  

High Rise buildings, plus urban sprawl will seriously reduce lifestyle within Campelltown, along with 

the removal of Motor Registries to Gregory Hills without public transport made available to 

residents.  

Trains between Campbelltown and Parramatta have been cancelled and it now appears that there 

will be a longer journey between the Southern Highlands, Campbelltown to Central Station.  

No new picnic areas have been identified so that new residents can at least meet with friends 

without having to pay for a restaurant meal.  

Koshigaya Park in Campbelltown was so overused by families wanting a picnic that earlier this year 

the grass was worn to the ground, and yet thousands more residents will be moving into the area 

within the next few years.  

No new industrial areas have been identified within the Draft Report. 

New Roads i.e. the Spring Farm Link Road and the Georges River Parkway and the widening of Appin 

Road are only being or may be built to allow traffic to pass through Campbelltown to either the 

South Coast or Wollondilly. These roads will not bring business into Campbelltown, but will further 

increase the amount of air pollution entering our city.  



The Greater Macarthur Priority Growth Plan suggests a southern road be built which will bypass 

Appin, cut traffic entering Campbelltown. If this road were installed as a tunnel or built it would be in 

place before houses are built in the southern part of Macarthur, turn Appin back into the village 

atmosphere it should be and allow the beautiful avenue of trees along Appin Road to remain.  

It would also negate the necessity of building the Spring Farm Link Road or the widening of Appin 

Road.   

Education 

Although hundreds of thousands of residents are due to move into the area no new schools are 

under construction, neither has land been set aside for their construction.  

It is obvious that class sizes will need to increase leading to a lowering of educational standards 

Hurlstone Agricultural School has been closed and moved to the Hawkesbury, and the farm will be 

used for housing.  

Macarthur University grounds are turning into one huge housing estate, instead of the land being 

held for future expansion of the university. 

Air Pollution 

The Statement still being made by representatives that thousands of trees will be planted to help 

with air pollution is perhaps one of the most ridiculous of all Statements of all made by the 

Commission.  

Campbelltown is set to become a city of high rise buildings surrounded by wall to wall houses with 

postage stamp size backyards, unless the Commission is referring to Bonsai trees then I would 

suggest   that at least this Statement is not used in future.  

Both the Commission and Government will be aware that there was a huge increase in deaths due to 

air pollution within Sydney last year, and that Macarthur has a very high number of children with 

Asthma, and adults with lung cancer, and yet absolutely no precautions or allowances have been 

made for the significant increase that the Badgerys Creek Airport or the millions of new houses being 

built has been considered other than to accept that this increase in illness will occur.  

There is no doubt that future generations of residents will wonder why the government of today 

made such terrible decisions, and had such a lack of care for Macarthur children.  

I am perfectly willing to attend meetings, discuss the anger felt within our community, arrange for a 

group of local residents to meet the Commission or even show Commission representatives our 

area, but as only 8 residents attended the meeting held at Leumeah and of them only three came 

from Campbelltown the Commission must have realised that they have failed dismally in their 

promises of equality across the Basin, and that local residents have given up all hope the 

Commission will be of any help to retain their present life style.  



Nevertheless, I feel that serious discussion is always worthwhile, unless it is just a case of 

government departments ticking boxes, then it is a complete waste for all attendees, but as I have 

stated in my previous paragraph I am very willing to show the commission just how marvellous the 

Campbelltown Area is at the moment.   

I am sure the Commission does not want to hear the comments I have included within this 

submission, but I have given very serious thought as to whether I should actually submit anything, 

however these comments do need to be said and that this submission is not just discarded as 

incorrect or abusive.  I am also old enough to remember some of the awful decisions government 

has made in the past in this and other regions.  
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