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Submission content: Western Sydney is currently facing a significant
crisis that needs to be addressed immediately. Current development
practices are out of control with no consideration to the environment
the developments are being laid down in, especially in the South West
fringes of Sydney. Currently when a housing development is in
construction, all land is totally cleared of all trees, all topsoil removed,
land re-contoured and a smattering of poor quality top soil replaced.
This practice turns the environment of the development area into a
desert, removing all flora and fauna. This is a ridiculous position to be
allowed. How can we possibly justify wholesale destruction of the
environment in this manner. Moving on the developers are allowed to
place as many homes on minimal sized blocks as possible. As the
blocks are so small the houses almost touch each other. There is no
room to plant a tree. What we end up with is a huge heat island with no
tree canopy and no possibility of tree canopy in the future as there is
literally no room for trees. Offset plantings by developers are useless
as this does not counteract the heat island now experienced by the
residents of these new developments. This practice has to stop. There
must be room for a tree canopy. There should be in place specific
ratios of house to land footprint to enable tree plantings in yards and
greater environmental commitments should be placed on residents to



ensure tree plantings are performed. Western Sydney has been
dubbed “Parklands” city, and yet according to the GSC we have the
lowest tree canopy of any of the cities at just 16%, being less than half
of the Eastern suburbs. This is a joke, is not natural and is reducing
further due to indiscriminate development practices as mentioned
above and also changed land clearing rules in favour of development.
The Cumberland Plains bushland is an extremely fragile environment
and the only one of it’s type in the world. And yet we continue to
smash it down. If this continues then the whole of Western Sydney will
be an intolerable heat island, devoid of old age tree canopy. Do we
really want to leave this legacy to future generations. So sad is this
predicament. Now to compliment our “Parklands” city we are to place
a 24 hour 7 day a week operating airport smack bang in the middle of
it. What parklands have an airport in its center. This is a ridiculous
proposition and one that has given no concern to the health and well
being of its residents. Sure, jobs will be created from this project, but
there are many ways to create jobs other than a no curfew polluting
airport. Simply the residents of Western Sydney are held to ransom
over jobs through the construction of this proposal. This is purely
intolerable and this project should not proceed. Planning rules need to
change, and quickly to ensure development is in harmony with the
environment and not in total disregard to it. I have many friends from
Europe who are in total disbelief as to our development practices. They
just cannot believe the destruction we place on the environment and
how removed from the environment we then become. This must
change and change now. I have included some recent images of
development practices above. Some are from Edmondson Ave Austral
where 100 plus year old trees were knocked down, ground up and
turned to mulch. The other is from Macdonald Road Ingleburn
describing total environment clearing and tree removal. This cannot
continue to occur.
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