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Submission: Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan 

Author: Ray Johnson 

The Greater Sydney Commission’s draft plan for Greater Sydney is grounded in the Ponzi scheme of 

population growth.  At https://www.greater.sydney/draft-greater-sydney-region-plan-vision-2056 the 

vision is for a Greater Sydney of 4.7 million to grow to 8 million by 2056 i.e. a 70% increase.  These figures 

are already out of date with the Australian Bureau of Statistics showing a Greater Sydney Estimated 

Residential Population of 5.03 million as at June 2016 (3218.0 Regional Population Growth Australia 2016). 

The following table shows Greater Sydney’s projected population using a growth rate of 1.67% per annum, 

the average over the past decade: 

Year Population Comment 

1971 3 million ABS media release for 3218.0 - 30 March 2017 

2000 4 million ABS media release for 3218.0 - 30 March 2017 (29 years for one more million) 

2016 5.03 million ABS 3218.0 28 July 2017 release.  Post 2016 Census.  GSC claims 4.7 million. 

2044 8.0 million Around February – West Connex v 2.0 

2056 9.81 million GSC reckons 8 million by 2056 

2069 12.0 million Around January – West Connex v 3.0 

2085 16.0 million Around September – West Connex v 4.0 

2100 20.45 million West Connex v 5.0 (15 years for 4.45 million more) 

2200 108.65 million West Connex v 27.0 
Note 1:  Calculations using the exponential growth calculator at www.miniwebtool.com   

Note 2:  1.67006279516% per annum rate derived from growth over the 2006-2016 decade (5,029,768 less 4,256,161 equals 

773,607 increase; ABS 3218.0 28 July 2017) 

Note 3:  Estimated Residential Populations as at 30 June unless stated otherwise. 

Australia’s high rate of population growth is determined by federal government policy.  As the Chair of the 

Greater Sydney Commission is the wife of the Prime Minister there is little chance the unsustainability of 

the Ponzi Scheme will be questioned.  The federal and state governments are from the same political party 

representing the same interests i.e. powerful industries and corporations who profit from exponentially 

growing populations and unfettered consumption-based capitalism.  The conflicts of interest are stark.   

But wait there’s more.  At the same time as we are asked to accept this Ponzi Scheme without question, we 

are also asked to accept the accompanying ideology of lower taxes and small government.  Fiascos such as 

West Connex and the latest stadium upgrades show it is more expensive to build in established areas.  

Someone has to pay.  Where are we to put the hospitals, the schools, the parks, the cemeteries?  Where is 

the water going to come from?  Where will the waste go?  How noisy is it going to get?  When will the 

sirens stop? 

As population grows exponentially so do density and complexity increase dramatically.  So does rent-

seeking from those eager to game, defraud and profit from the system.  Consider the Murray-Darling Basin 

and water management compliance.  Consider the behaviour of the banks.  Consider the building industry.  

Consider the fossil fuel industry.  Consider our opaque political donations system – really just legal bribery.  

How many large companies paid tax last year?  It’s clear that the ideology of smaller government is a 

nonsense when there is exponential population growth. 

As the premise of the Three Cities plan is flawed, so the plan itself is flawed.  When will the mainstream 

start to debate the madness of the Population Ponzi Scheme and the need for a sustainable economic 

system that doesn’t demand endless growth for stability? 

The End. 
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