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Submission content: 96 incorporating natural landscape features into
the urban environment. Natural landscape features already exist. It’s
the reverse that will be done. 96 Green infrastructure is the network of
green spaces, natural systems and semi-natural systems that support
sustainable communities. The current developments are not sustaining
existing animal communities. 96 The District’s extensive rural areas
include farmland and mineral resources which supply fresh local
produce and construction materials as well as bushland which can
provide habitat for local wildlife and offset sites for biodiversity.
Publication of every developer's offsets and consultation with
community before work begins. There should be no payment as offset.
There should not be an ‘at the discretion of the minister’ clause. 96
What has an image of the Blue Mountains got to do with the delivery of
green infrastructure? It already exists. You’re not delivering a single
thing. 98 Enhancing community access to the waterways within the
District should be prioritised. This includes access for pedestrians as
well as boats and other water craft - no to motorised boats or craft ie
noise and water pollution, and safety for people and animals 102-3
Creating contiguous corridors of public open space and expanding the
urban tree canopy (refer to Planning Priority W15) will also help
mitigate the urban heat island effect, manage flows of stormwater and



create attractive locations for new and growing communities that
support liveability and productivity. The new development by the rivers
means habitat loss/death for the old communities of animals that are to
be replaced by the new communities of people. 105 A strategic
approach to protecting the biodiversity in the District involves investing
in connected bushland corridors and protecting larger pockets of
remnant vegetation, as large and connected areas of bushland give the
District’s wildlife the greatest chance of survival. This strategic
approach complements the delivery of the Greater Sydney Green Grid.
- investing in them? As they already exist you are actually conserving
them. Investing suggests they will not be conserved as is, but be
altered in some way. Leave them alone. 107 The urban tree canopy is
a form of green infrastructure that mitigates the urban heat island
effect, with a 10 per cent increase in tree canopy cover reducing the
land surface temperature by 1.13 degrees Celsius. The urban tree
canopy also supports cleaner air quality and water and provides local
habitat. What percentage of the Cumberland Forest will be removed
before the hypothetical 10% of urban tree canopy is planted? We need
to know the percentage of habitat our animals are losing. 107 The tree
canopy may be formed by a mix of native and exotic, deciduous or
evergreen trees, which provide shade in summer while allowing
sunlight into homes and onto roofs for solar power, particularly in
winter. Many of these trees will not be suitable for the displaced native
animals. 108 Where trees are lost as a result of development, some
councils have developed programs to plant replacement trees in the
public realm. All councils should have these programs before
development is allowed to begin. 108 In some areas, rail lines and
other linear infrastructure prevent connectivity. Where feasible,
planning and investment must consider opportunities for connections
across rail lines, roads and other linear infrastructure. It is essential for
the survival of our endangered species (eg koalas) that these
connections are always deemed feasible. 123 Clearing vegetation
around developments on bushfire-prone land can help reduce risks
from bushfire, but must be balanced with protecting bushland, and its



ecological processes and systems. Zero development on bushfire-
prone land will save lives and property. This would mean clearing of
vegetation (native plants and the native animals they support) would
not be necessary. 125 The incorporation of green walls, green roofs
and initiatives such as rain gardens should be designed into urban
environments. More cooling elements should also be used in
construction and building materials. These should be compulsory in all
developments or they simply will not happen.
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