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Wentworth Community
Housing Limited
ABN 50 003 076 337

, Penrith NSW 2750

13 December 2017

Ms Sarah Hill
Chief Executive Officer
Greater Sydney Commission

Dear Ms Hill,

SUBMISSION ON DRAFT GREATER SYDNEY REGION PLAN

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Greater Sydney Region Plan. The ‘metropolis of three cities’
concept sets out a compelling vision for the future, and provides a welcome focus on the rapidly growing communities
of Western Sydney. The alignment of strategic land use planning with social and economic infrastructure, particularly
transport, is encouraging as it provides a sound basis for delivery of the plan’s objectives and achievement of
economic, social and environmental outcomes for the region.

Wentworth Community Housing is a tier 1 community housing provider and specialist homelessness service, based in
Penrith, and committed to serving Western Sydney. Wentworth currently manages over 2,300 social and affordable
homes, and is well placed to comment on the significant and growing demand for affordable housing in metropolitan
Sydney, particularly as it relates to Western Sydney.

Wentworth welcomes the acknowledgement that the biggest challenge is housing affordability – ‘a pressing social and
economic issue across Greater Sydney’ – and that housing affordability is a ‘primary focus’ of the draft Plan’s approach
to improve livability. Accordingly this submission will focus primarily on the importance of promoting and encouraging
a long term supply of affordable rental housing, which is fundamental to ensuring very low, low and moderate income
households are able to live near to facilities and services, and that key workers are able to live in close proximity to
jobs.

The recommendation by the Greater Sydney Commission that the NSW Government adopts Affordable Rental
Housing Targets for very low to low income earners is strongly supported. It is our view that the Greater Sydney
Region Plan should include an analysis of the gap in supply of affordable rental housing for all key segments
experiencing housing stress – being very low, low and moderate income earners. The Plan should incorporate targets
for new social housing supply for very low to low income earners and targets for affordable housing for low to
moderate income earners.

The current proposal for an Affordable Rental Housing Target of 5 10% of new residential floor space being applied to
rezoned priority precincts, is an important initiative that is commended. However further consideration should be
given to wider application of setting Affordable Rental Housing Targets in larger scale developments which are not
part of priority precincts. In addition, there is scope to set higher targets for affordable rental housing developed on
government owned land, and the Commission should actively encourage the NSW Government to consider the merits
of such a policy.
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The requirement that councils will be required to prepare housing strategies is particularly welcome. It will be
important to ensure that consistent and robust methodologies are developed for this work, to enable aggregation at
District and Region level. This should include detail on housing need analysis, assessment of market demand, how
local strategies align with and support District and Region level analyses, and setting affordable rental housing targets
as a subset of overall housing supply targets. The proposal that 6 10 year targets are developed, in addition to 0 5
year targets, is also supported by Wentworth.

The inclusion of a statement about the management of affordable rental housing is a positive move, however it would
be preferable that this be amended to require all affordable rental housing delivered through the Plan to be managed
by registered community housing providers.

Wentworth supports the need for a rigorous monitoring and review process as identified in the Plan, and
recommends that the community housing sector is represented on any governance arrangements designed to
oversee implementation of housing outcomes.

Finally, given the scale and importance of the housing challenges that have been identified, it is imperative that a
comprehensive and integrated policy framework be established to sit alongside and support effective implementation
of the Greater Sydney Region Plan. Ideally this would take the form of a long term Housing Strategy that addresses
the full continuum of housing need, with clear connections to infrastructure investment, and particular commitments
to delivering housing outcomes for households on very low, low and moderate incomes.

We look forward to the completion of this important strategic planning process and the release of the final Greater
Sydney Region Plan.

Kind regards

Stephen McIntyre

Chief Executive Officer
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