
Draft Eastern District Plan
Submission_id: 31192
Date of Lodgment: 13 Dec 2017
Origin of Submission: Online

Organisation name: Maroubra Central Precinct
Organisation type: Community Group
First name: Sam
Last name: Damianos
Suburb: 2035

Submission content: 13th December 2017 Resolution made to
Maroubra Central Precinct: That this letter written on behalf of the
Maroubra Central Precinct to be submitted to the GSC for their
consideration. Maroubra Central Precinct is a community consultation
process established, supported and sponsored by Randwick City
Council. Maroubra Central Precinct members are focused on local
community matters that ensure the long term sustainability of the
quality of life in our community. Maroubra Central Precinct residents
passed a resolution at the last Precinct meeting in December for the
Precinct Executive to submit an objection to the Greater City
Commission for the revised plans of the Eastern City District Plan
based on the following reasons: The Eastern City District Plan that has
been published by the Greater Sydney Commission is too vague for
residents to accept the details that have been proposed. No roads or
any detail what so ever are on the map/plan to definitively say this plan
will be good for the community or if any issues will come out of the new
plan. On top of this, the residents have quite a few major concerns and
issues about the plan which we would like to bring to your attention:
Issue: There should be no increase in density or population in



Maroubra or the City of Randwick until such time as infrastructure as
defined below has been put in place. Randwick Council LEP should
remain in force and any future Urban Renewal is contingent upon
additional capacity of all required social infrastructure. Infrastructure, in
this regard, is defined not only in terms of defective transportation
systems, but also in relation to all but not restricted to the following
social and sustainability issues: • healthcare capacity in addition to
announced research capacity • childcare • schools primary and
secondary • University places dedicated for RCC Local Australian
Students as RCC ratepayers currently subsidises UNSW • additional
public open-space passive and active • emergency services • water
stormwater and sewage provision • necessary engineering to manage
the underground aquifers around areas about for high and medium
density and the propensity for flooding in several Precincts in time of
heavy rain • engineering to manage the sandy unstable foundations
which characterise much of the area earmarked for high-rise and
medium rise construction. Discussion: Our Community does not want
the ‘development cart to come before the infrastructure horse’. We
need to be reassured that the effective standards would be legislated
and maintained together with an infrastructure program that enhances
our city rather than detracts or simply ‘does the job’. Case in point,
within the Eastern City District Plan specific to Maroubra are the ‘study
of a metro to Malabar’ and the ‘strategic centre’ identified for
Maroubra Junction and Pagewood. The Metro will only lead to massive
over development of the S/E, resulting in the significant reduction in the
quality of live of those who have been living in the area for years,
especially if the appropriate Infrastructure have not been put in place
prior to the approval of this plan. We need to consider the impacts of
increasing population and the effects on quality of life for local
residents. No description within the Eastern City District Plan is
available to define the meaning of ‘Strategic Centre’. We are
concerned that Maroubra Junction and Eastgardens are being linked
into a ‘super Strategic Centre’. This would completely destroy the
character of the area and stress the already overburdened social



infrastructure. Considering the entire GSC Plan, the icons identified are
the same used for Green Square and Dee Why/ Warringah Strategic
Centres. The distinct character at Maroubra and neighbouring suburbs
should not be considered comparable to Warringah nor Green Square
due to the different geological, environmental and social Infrastructure
constraints. Of further concern is the dilution of local voices and
legislative powers of our local Councillors. Independent Hearing and
Assessment Panels (IHAPs) will become mandatory for all councils in
Sydney and Wollongong. Councillors will no longer have any ability to
represent the community in matters within their local community. This
further exacerbates the poor Municipality wide considerations of social
infrastructure. There needs also to be a process by which it is clear
who is responsible for what infrastructure-wise and infrastructure test
needs to be applied to every new development because we presume
they will be large and that nothing is commenced prior to infrastructure
plans being in place and agreed. This is to ensure that the city -existing
residence- are not saddled with the cost of support infrastructure and
maintenance infrastructure once the “developer has left the building”.
We are also unclear as to what mechanisms exist to determine
whether it is the developer, the state government, the local council or
some other independent financial body which meets the infrastructure
cost to the community. Conclusion: We need the State and Federal
government to show plans and approvals of all infrastructure upgrades
to be able to know that the Eastern City District Plan will align with the
community and the infrastructure of the area. It is not only the new
infrastructure that needs to be accurately estimated but also the cost of
maintenance of any new infrastructure i.e. out of whose budget do
those funds increase maintenance come? Our community does not
want another Chatswood. The Precinct Committee makes the point
that the people of Maroubra Central Precinct and Randwick are not
prepared to suffer the urban enclosure and destruction of a quality of
life lost just like Victoria Park Zetland South Dowling Street Waterloo or
Burke Road mascot or Eastgardens. When it comes to architecture
and urban design, we need to take greater heed of the 'human'



dimension to planning, the dimension of enjoyment, exhilaration and
empathy enjoyed by the people. It’s about what the people of the city
feel which will enrich their lives. The ‘humanity dimension’ is
something we need to seriously consider in all we plan and build, the
connection between living things and inanimate objects.


