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12/17 Greater Sydney Commission Central District Plan. 
 
I am writing a submission because I am very concerned about the proposed 
Eastern City District Plan and the proposal for population growth of around 325,000 
(2016-2036) and an additional 157,000 homes needed by 2036.  
 
As a resident of Marrickville for 32 years I have seen many changes in the physical, 
urban landscape, major demographic changes and changes in the sense of well 
being in a what has been historically an ethnically diverse harmonious community.  
 
Drawing 400metre and 800 metre concentric circles around stations, then colouring 
in streets for heights of up to 25 storeys regardless of existing streetscape, 
heritage, topography, current lack of infrastructure and open spaces, traffic 
congestion and services does not appear to be a good strategy to address needs 
for housing and future quality of life.  
 
The transit orientated development and Sydenham to Bankstown Urban renewal 
plan, rezoning of land along the corridor and proposal for a short term housing 
target of 5,900 dwellings between 2016 & 2021 for the inner West Council area is 
of great concern. 
 
Inequity of Population and Housing Density Planned 
Table 2: Eastern City housing targets 2016-2021 by local government area  (page 
42) indicate that the targets are still inequitable, 5,900 of these in the Inner West, 
however only 150 in Hunters Hill, 300 in Woollahra and 1.250 in Waverly with six 
out of nine suburbs in Eastern City District have a target of less than 3,650 
These inequitable housing targets will create major disruptions to the lives of Inner 
West residents and dramatically change the character of our suburbs. 
This inequity needs to be addressed to share the load of our expanding Sydney 
population 
 
Concerns for Overdevelopment & request to uphold density levels 
set by Local Environment Plans 
 
The density and scale of 6,000 dwellings within 800 metres of Marrickville Station 
in Sydenham/Bankstown Urban Renewal Strategy is excessive, unsustainable and 
would create gross overdevelopment in such an already congested area. 
 
“Opportunities and Constraints” analysis undertaken by JBA identified areas 
around Marrickville station as “having potential for development of low rise 
apartment buildings between 3 & 5 storeys.” In the renewed strategy 3-12+ are 
planned and developers are telling residents that they will be able to go higher. 
 
Proximity to a station should not be the only criteria used to increase heights of 
developments. 

 
The Marrickville LGA LEP from 2011 met the State demands for population growth 
through identified areas and medium density along shopping strips. 4,150 new 
dwellings and 500 new jobs were part of the plan to be implemented by 2031 This 
enabled the streetscape of detached housing in residential streets to basically stay 
the same and to retain the character and fabric of the well established community. 
Certain sites were selected for higher densities to also protect low density 
residential areas.  
 



Development under the existing LEP is well under way, The “Revolution 
Apartments” already built, (184units), old Hospital site (221 units) under 
construction and 6 storeyed developments all along Marrickville Rd, Illawarra Rd 
and Addison Rd.  Added to this plan is Victoria Rd Precinct, Lewisham towers, old 
mill developments, large planned Carrington Rd development, the proposed 
Parramatta Rd Urban Development and other developments in the enlarged 
Council area and population targets and densities will be more than realised 
without the proposed, Sydenham to Bankstown Urban Renewal plan and densities. 
 
Destruction of Heritage/Character of Suburbs along the 
Sydenham/Bankstown Corridor 

 
I object to the statement that the “Sydenham to Bankstown Urban Renewal 
Corridor led by NSW Dept. of Planning & Environment, provides a framework for 
development that is cohesive with existing character & amenity.” On page 20 
 
The Sydenham to Bankstown urban renewal strategy will be highly destructive to 
our heritage and character filled suburbs. It pushes gross overdevelopment in our 
communities, while not supporting this development with appropriate infrastructure, 
which will result in a great loss of amenity.  
 
Urban renewal is necessary and I support urban infill and there are many areas in 
Marrickville that need revitalising, however this needs to be done sensitively and 
without destruction of the character, heritage and history of our inner city suburbs. 
There should be no need to bulldoze whole streets for redevelopment, which will 
destroy the character of these historical suburbs. 
 
Lack of consideration for heritage of beautiful old houses that may have been loved 
by families of several generations and lovingly restored by younger families moving 
into the area means that the whole character of suburbs along the Sydenham to 
Bankstown corridor especially inner suburbs such as Marrickville, Dulwich Hill and 
Hurlstone Park will be destroyed 
 
Whilst very small heritage conservation areas have been quarantined from new 
development, some heritage items such as stone walls, palms on Carrington Rd 
and Sydney Water pump are listed as heritage, however period buildings are not 
afforded the same level of protection. Heritage conservation areas need to be 
expanded. 
 
Throughout all streets targeted for renewal there are many examples of quality 
period houses and these need to be protected Under the proposal many beautiful 
old houses, including Victorian terraces, historic stone houses, villas, Californian 
Bungalows, rows of Federation and workers’ cottages will be demolished when 
whole streets are bulldozed.  
No area/street should be designated for increased densities until a formal heritage 
assessment has been made for all houses in all area/streets. 
 
Loss of and Lack of Mandated Planning for Affordable Housing 
 
The low 5% affordable housing target in The District Plan is inadequate considering 
that housing diversity, choice and affordable supply is fundamental to urban 
renewal in global cities around the world. 
 



The only way to achieve affordable housing, that will address the immediate 
housing and homelessness crisis will be to mandate a much higher component of 
all residential development as affordable. Rates of 10-50% are used in other global 
cities’ urban renewal plans 
 
15% has been mandated as the Inner West Council recommendation for large 
developments, however a building should not need to be 15 storeys before 
affordable housing is provided. 
 
In other global cities urban requirements include capture of 50% of land value uplift 
as contribution towards public benefits (including affordable housing) in renewal 
areas rather than the value being directed to a few fortunate landowners. 
 
Hundreds of affordable rental rooms, units and houses will be bulldozed. 
 
An inventory of current availability of affordable housing should be made to ensure 
that there is no net loss. It is of great concern that many of the streets targeted for 
renewal provide affordable housing through boarding houses or older style unit 
blocks. Some examples include Anne St, Petersham Rd, Arthur St and Illawarra 
Rd. 
 
The myth that greater supply and more development will provide cheaper housing 
has been exposed through recent research and is quickly dispelled when looking at 
current new developments. In the new Mirvac development on the old hospital site 
a one bedroom unit with no car space is $715k, two beds well over a $million. 
Higher rents are also charged in the new developments and new Boarding Hose 
rents for studios are over $300 a week. 
 
Developers are pushing up prices in their quest to land bank, making it harder for 
families and first home buyers to purchase properties in this area and the issue of 
affordable housing and the provision of social housing needs to be addressed  
 
Loss of Industrial/Employment Lands 
I agree with statements from Page 87 “Small inner-city industrial precincts have 
relatively affordable rents and provide high proportion of urban services jobs for 
local communities. The value of these precincts should not be underestimated”. 
Action 50 to “Manage industrial land in the Eastern City District by protecting all 
industrial zoned land from conversion to residential development, including 
conversion to mixed use zones.” is supported. 
Unfortunately there are already advanced plans for Carrington Rd Precinct and the 
Victoria Rd Precinct where these guidelines are being ignored and there should be 
a moratorium on these and other such developments. 
It is important to note that the Carrington Rd Precinct has become a major Creative 
hub and although the factories are small collectively they employ more than 1800 
people. This great loss of employment opportunities needs to be seriously 
considered and stopped. 
A large area of factory space and many small factories have already been 
demolished at Sydenham for the dive site and stabling yards for The Metro. The 
sites have historically provided vital employment opportunities close to where 
people live and there needs to be a more balanced approach to residential 
development and controls to stop loss of employment lands. 
 
 



Concern that the District Plan will Create Loss of Diverse 
Neighbourhood  
Marrickville is a historic suburb with a long industrial history, which has welcomed 
many waves of immigration and today has a rich ethnically diverse community 
providing a home for families of all shapes and sizes with residents of all ages and 
financial means. 
 
Marrickville is a unique suburb and the character and diversity of the 
neighbourhood is highly valued. Many fear that the cultural richness of the 
community will be lost and liveability of our neighbourhood and quality of life 
diminished with the increase population and in medium and high density 
developments. 
 
Planning for development should require a mix of dwelling types, including houses, 
terraces and apartments of varying sizes to accommodate singles, (young and old) 
and families. “Diversity of housing outcomes” is mentioned throughout the plan 
however this is discounted by the fact that by 78% of the Districts housing is 
currently provided as either apartment or medium density housing and the fact that 
the Sydenham to Bankstown renewal plan and this plan will be promoting higher 
density apartment living in order to accommodate large increase in population. 
Demolishing whole streets of houses will further diminish the choice and diversity of 
housing. 
 
Of great concern is the trend for developers to favour higher storeyed buildings with 
majority of small units, maximum 2 bedrooms and boarding house style 
accommodation that does not encourage families to stay long term. 
 
The increased cost of new developments (despite increased supply) and the 
“gentrification” of the suburb will force many low and moderate income people to 
leave Marrickville. 
There have already been changes to sense of community with the large number of 
investment properties and land banking by developers. The majority of these 
properties and new units are rental properties occupied short term, This constant 
turn over of residents and their rubbish left on the streets has a negative impact on 
creating healthy well balanced communities. 
 
“The Eastern City District will continue to be home to the highest proportion of the 
people aged 25 to 64 in Greater Sydney. This group includes the highest number of 
knowledge workers and tertiary educated workers in the region and these people 
add to the vibrancy and productivity of the District.”(Page 24) It is of concern that 
this group will be the only people who can afford to live in the district. Planning for 
vulnerable persons and households displaced as a result of change and growth, 
which will be rapid is needed. Where will all the people who have lost their homes 
go, particularly the older people - 65% increase in 65-84 age group and 102% 
proportional increase in over 85s – 16% of the population over 65 by 2036 (page 
28)?  Included in the current District are 37,000 people with a disability. Will they be 
forced to move elsewhere to find cheaper accommodation further away from family, 
friends, support networks and services needed? 
Research has shown that “people prefer to remain within their local area, with 82% 
of residents moving into a new home within 15 kms of their former residence”, 
however this will not be possible with the high cost of housing and strata fees. 
 
 
 



Creating “Great Places” 
Priority E6 “Creating and renewing great places and local centres and respecting 
the District’s heritage.” 
 
From page 44 “Great places include all parts of the Public realm such as open 
space, streets, centres and neighbourhoods.” 
 
Unfortunately the majority of new Medium/high rise developments cover as much 
land as they can to maximise Floor Space Ratios and open green space around 
units is diminishing.  
It should be mandated that 30% of the land used for developments should be given 
over to deep soil, to reduce run off and create better spaces. 
 
“Well designed housing types in neighbourhoods close to transport and other 
infrastructure will include vibrant public places and walking/cycling paths.” 
 
Of concern in the planning for the Sydenham/Bankstown Renewal Strategy is the 
plan to knock down 1 house to extend a childrens’ playground and for “linear parks” 
along the Railway lines and a drain in south Marrickville. A plaza at the entrance to 
the Marrickville Station is also promoted as creating a great new community space, 
however we have a plaza close by on Marrickville Road and it is dirty and not a 
pleasant place to meet friends or develop a sense of community. We do not need 
another dirty plaza, especially if its provision is traded for higher apartment blocks. 
 
Need for Planning for Open Space 
Planning Priority E18 Delivering high quality open space, will not be possible with 
solutions offered in the District plan. The need for open space is acknowledged, 
however the solutions offered are poorly thought out and inadequate. 
 
Many open spaces in Marrickville are “pocket parks” so there is already a deficit of 
open space in the Inner West. Sporting fields are already in short supply and 
stretched beyond capacity in the Inner West LGA and local councils are finding it 
difficult to fund upkeep and maintenance. 
 
Examples include the current problems for training and matches for football 
(soccer) and paucity of netball courts in our LGA despite it being No.1 women’s 
sport in Australia. 
 
Further research, similar to research done by City of Sydney Council is needed to 
develop evidence based needs. Plans can then be developed and funding made 
available to increase sporting fields within the urban renewal corridor. 
 
The District plan will place heavy demands upon Council’s S94 contributions plan 
to build the financial capacity for much of the additional infrastructure for parks and 
playing fields. Considering the high land values and the $20k cap on levies, 
purchase of land for open space is not feasible to meet current needs, let alone 
future needs. 
 
New developments have very little open space and suggestions in the Urban 
Renewal Strategy that a house be knocked down to increase the size of a park, 
right next to the freight line and that Linear Parks – along the railway line and a 
drain and a new station plaza would contribute to creating more open space. With 
diesel fumes and freight train noise and vibration these would not be such pleasant 
places for active recreation and relaxation. 



 
I agree with the statement that “ Any land or facilities in public ownership should be 
retained as open space”, however I object to the “transition to shared open space” 
The concept of “sharing space” and using school playgrounds is most 
unsatisfactory. 
Will public schools be forced to carry the burden to share their playgrounds? Public 
schools do not have the staff or resources to maintain sporting fields for outside 
sporting groups. With an increase in the need for demountable classrooms, the 
area for children to play diminishes so sharing space is not a well thought out 
option. 
 
Taking over Marrickville Golf Course for different uses should not be considered as 
it is the only one in the expanded Inner West LGA. People can already walk there if 
they wish, but it should not be converted to other uses. 
 
The use of streets, utility easements and car parks as open space is also not 
worthy of consideration. 

 
The District plan should advocate for a NSW Government plan to acquire public 
space. 
Perhaps the planned spending on Stadiums should be diverted to purchasing land. 
There is limited land available for open space, however there is an opportunity to 
acquire Canterbury Race Course as 35 hectares of open space, which would 
service both the Eastern and Southern regions. The Race Course is currently 
zoned only for “private recreation” and could be acquired at a fraction of the cost of 
residential or mixed use land. 
 
The District plan includes no specific actions to create or fund additional open 
space and this needs to be addressed in order to promote healthy active lifestyles 
given that 36% of the current adult population in the Eastern City District are 
overweight or obese. The increase in walking and cycle paths is to be commended, 
however too much emphasis is placed on these paths in the plan. 
 
Decline in Liveability and Lack of Infrastructure Planning  
 
Education 
Childcare and Pre-school places are already in short supply and primary and 
secondary schools are experiencing increased demand from changes to younger 
population and current new developments. 
“Planning for new schools and use of existing schools must respond to demand in 
innovative ways” (page 27) and statement that “School Infrastructure NSW will 
undertake school community planning” (page 27) is very vague. New residents 
need to know where their children will go to school and where new schools will be 
built. No specific details are to be found in this document or the Urban Renewal 
Strategy which is a serious omission considering the facts that  there will be a 20% 
increase in number of children under 4 and 41% increase in school- aged children.  
 
Health 
No plans for new hospitals or details for expanded health services are outlined in 
the Plan. Health Service expansion and planning is needed for projected increased 
population. Getting to see a Doctor of your choice in an emergency is already 
difficult. 
Royal Prince Alfred hospital already services the largest catchments in 
Metropolitan Sydney. The queues of ambulances at RPA, the long waiting lists for 



elective surgery and horror stories abound regarding long waits for patients in the 
Emergency ward on any day indicate that the current provision of health care is 
inadequate before the addition of tens of thousands of more residents. 
  
Aged Care 
Aged care facilities are scarce and couples already have to be separated and 
moved away from their families and friends. With predicted increase in aging 
population, demand for mental health and aged care provision expansion must be 
carefully planned for. 
 
Parking and Traffic Congestion 
Planners cannot assume that people who live near a railway station will not own a 
car, only walk or ride bikes or car share. Fact is many households have more than 
one car (family & work) and with older children staying in family homes for longer 
there's often many more cars to park on streets where demand already greatly 
exceeds demand. 
 
Problems with parking and traffic congestion will dramatically increase with 
increased population, making residents’ lives more stressful and undermine 
liveability. 
 
The promotion of Zero parking provision close to Railway Stations discriminates 
against families who need cars to transport children to child care, schools, medical 
appointments and sporting/cultural activities. The cumulative impact of such 
enormous overdevelopments of small congested areas will have a major impact on 
liveability and some families have already left to live elsewhere fearing that the 
quality of life will be greatly diminished. 
 
Poor Design and Sustainability 
Marrickville housing has traditionally comprised of mostly single storeyed housing, 
however apartments now account for 28%, which will dramatically increase with the 
District plan. 
From observation of current development trends in Marrickville these will be 
replaced by poorly constructed ugly concrete slab buildings. Sadly there are many 
streets that have lovely old houses that are earmarked for medium/high densities. I 
do not think that this would be tolerated in Woollahra, Balmain or Hunters Hill so it 
is important that the local character of these suburbs be recognized and preserved.  
 
Many apartments being built although described as “luxury apartments are just for 
“investor grade market” and concern has been expressed regarding poor design, 
build quality, defective materials and fire compliance. 
 
Too many of the current newer developments in the Marrickville precinct fail to 
meet community expectations when it comes to architectural excellence. Concerns 
are growing that the slums of the future are being created with such a rapid 
expansion of medium/high rise developments around transport nodes. 
 
Planning development close to transport hubs also makes sense however a wider 
range of housing styles should be considered rather than all medium and high 
density. Terraces should also be considered as they would increase density but be 
more in keeping with current streetscapes.  
 



Developers are constantly breaching height and floor ratios and “getting around” 
building controls, which needs to be addressed. Residents seeking to renovate 
must comply with all regulations and the same should apply to developers. 
 
The District Plan needs to promote greater regulation of apartment planning, 
design, construction and certification as highlighted in 2015 ”NSW Independent 
Review of the Building Professional Act” Clear directives are needed for developers 
and Councils in the Sydenham/Bankstown corridor. 
Developer initiated Spot Rezoning  
Bankstown Urban renewal proposal is developer driven, with developers land 
banking and putting pressure on whole streets of residents to sell to them so that 
they can increase the footprint of their development, height and floor space ratios 
and number of units that they can build. Spot rezoning should not be allowed and 
developers abide by Local Environments plans. 
Driving redevelopment by the concept of ‘Value Capture” is of great concern This 
haphazard approach to redevelopment is not the way to develop sustainable 
suburbs. Developers are claiming that that they can build higher than the already 
too high 12 storeyed developments on blocks, close to Marrickville station which 
are only 30 metres deep.  
 
Many areas around the stations could do with tidying up and redeveloping, but in a 
more sensitive manner. I would request that District plans be amended to make 
clear that value capture will not be pursued where it causes major character 
changes in a suburb. 

 
There  needs to be a new level of design investigation- a precinct wide master plan 
and related statutory framework to ensure that privately led rezonings do not leave 
us with poor and uncoordinated planning outcomes. 
 
Aircraft Noise and Airport Height Controls 
 
In Marrickville there is the added noise factor that areas they want to develop are in 
ANEF (Aircraft Noise Exposure Forecast) of 25 to 30 where researchers around the 
world suggest that because of long term health issues population densities should 
be reduced. Height restrictions imposed by the Airport Authority should also be 
mandated and adhered to for the future safety of increased population in high 
density areas. 
 
It is important to note that in Chapter 5 on “Sustainability” only road and rail noise is 
mentioned in the Plan which is a gross oversight considering the large swathes of 
land in the Eastern district that are heavily noise affected by aircraft 
 

Destruction of the existing Sydenham to Bankstown public 
transport line and replacement with privatised Metro line 

 
Many residents are concerned that we have a perfectly good railway line and 

it should not be converted to an expensive Metro. This squanders the opportunity 
to extend Sydney’s transport network.  Public transport is in already in short supply 
(before predicted population growth) in many Sydney suburbs and the money 
would be much better spent extending the Metro to e.g. Badgery’s Creek Airport 
line where public transport is desperately needed. A metro should be built where 
there is currently no public transport. Increased capacity on the Bankstown line 
could easily be improved with higher frequency double decker trains instead of an 
expensive Metro. This could be achieved through upgrading the signalling system 



and re-employing train maintenance staff so that trains do not break down and 
cause disruption of the whole network. 
 
Considering the enormity of the changes to the line, the costs involved and the 
major disruption to the lives of people along the corridor over five plus years it just 
does not make sense to convert the line. 
4,000 plus existing home would not need to be destroyed without the Metro Project. 
 

Timing of Residential development to be followed by Metro 
Development 

The District Plan has a short term housing target of 5,900 dwellings (between 2016 
& 2021 for the Inner West Council area. If the Metro is to be completed to 

Bankstown a lot of the residential development will unfortunately precede the 
development of the Metro which will not open until 2024. Rezoning should therefore 
not take place until after the Metro is completed, otherwise hundreds of thousands 
of residents will be have their lives disrupted and suffer for at least 5 years when 

put on buses whilst the line is closed down for months to modify it.  
 
Lack of Infrastructure Planning 
 
Infrastructure is needed before thousands of more residents are settled. Upfront 
commitment of funds is required to achieve integrated planned outcomes and will 
be essential for the creation of liveable communities before redevelopment begins. 
 
Education 
Childcare and Pre-school places are already in short supply and there is no plan to 
redress this. 
Primary and secondary schools are already experiencing increased demand and 
many already reaching capacity with more young families moving to the area and 
increased demand from current new developments. No new schools are proposed 
however reports indicate that primary school enrolments are predicted to increase 
by 37% and secondary school enrolments by 56% by 2036. Intensifying 
development of existing schools means less open space/sports fields and 
playground for the children for active recreation. This is very important for children 
who live in apartments and to avoid obesity. The proposal for high-rise schools with 
larger class sizes is not a good strategy. This may work for some secondary school 
children but if we continue to enrol 41/2 year olds in Kindergarten, this could be 
very impractical. Children will be denied the right to a good public education, which 
is a basic human right unless more schools are built before the population 
expands. 
 
Health 
Getting in to see a doctor or dentist of your choice in an emergency is already 
difficult.. 
Royal Prince Alfred hospital already services one of the largest catchments in 
Metropolitan Sydney . The queues of ambulances at RPA , the long waiting lists for 
elective surgery and emergency care on any day indicate that the current provision 
of health care is inadequate.  Services at Canterbury hospital are also stretched 
beyond capacity. With population increases predicted there is a need for another 
hospital but there is nothing planned. With an aging population, increased demand 
for Mental Health services, health provision must be expanded. Nursing home 
places are already scarce and inadequate.  
 



Utilities 
As the existing population along the corridor is expected to double by 2036 the 
capacity of existing infrastructure and services, including water, sewerage waste 
water, gas and electricity will need to be upgraded to support this increase. There’s 
also the problem for demand on aging utilities. A neighbour at the bottom of my 
street had a street shared waste water pipe burst in his back garden a few years 
ago and he had a geyser of sewerage in his garden. The Sydney water worker who 
came to assist informed him that old terracotta pipes around Sydney are due to 
blow all around Sydney and likened them to a timed bomb waiting to explode. If the 
sewerage system can't cope now, how will it be able to cope with millions more 
residents and their buildings "plumbed" into an already overcapacity, failing system. 
A retired electrician also explained to me that he is very concerned about the 
electrical system and its capacity to cope with such an enormous increase In 
demand. This will be exacerbated by the need for air conditioning, all the luxury 
electrical gadgets needed for luxury apartments and dryers as there will be no 
outside clothes lines. He talked about the wires "frying" with overload and not just 
on hot days. In the Sydenham to Bankstown Urban renewal plan there are no 
additional funds for utilities so this needs to be rectified if we are to have safe and 
hygienic, liveable suburbs. 
 

The Environment and Planning for Climate Change 
Chapter 5 “Sustainability” acknowledges the future impacts of Climate Change 
and the massive increase in population densities on the local environment. This 
chapter is a vast improvement on information contained in the previous draft. 
 
On Page 91 in Planning Priorities  “Increasing urban tree canopy cover and 
delivering Green Grid connections” is mentioned and supported, however no 
mention is made of “Protecting the urban tree canopy” which is fundamental to an 
integrated approach to improving sustainability. It is important to note that along the 
Sydenham to Bankstown corridor altogether 29.8  (page 40 Chapter 28) hectares 
may need to be removed for The Metro. This includes 873 trees (native & exotic) 
68 at Marrickville Station, 176 at Bankstown. Protecting these trees should be a 
high priority. 
 
If developments of medium/high rise blocks go ahead many well established trees 
will be lost and every effort should be made to protect trees in areas like 
Marrickville, which has very low tree canopy cover. 
Increasing urban tree canopy will be important to improve amenity, air quality, 
cooling the suburbs and helping to slow and store stormwater and improve water 
quality. There need to be strict guidelines on sizes of trees and suitability of trees 
for urban areas. 
 
Statement on Page 111 that “In planning for future growth, consideration should of 
natural hazards and cumulative impacts includes avoiding location growth and 
development in areas exposed to natural hazards and limiting growth in existing 
communities that are exposed and vulnerable to natural hazards. In exceptional 
circumstances, there may be the need to reduce the number of people and amount 
of property that are vulnerable to natural hazards, through managed retreat of 
development.” 
 
Prospect of increased flooding and high tidal surges along the Cooks River should 
also be considered when planning developments near the river. Flooding is a major 
problem in Marrickville and it is necessary to reduce the number of people and 
property that will be impacted by higher tidal surges and flooding. The Carrington 



Rd precinct therefore needs a huge reduction in size and the proposal needs a 
major rethink. 
Corner of Byrnes and O’Hara St is another example of an area that frequently 
floods and heights should be reduced in the urban Renewal Strategy to reflect this 
and special measures for reduced heights/floor space ratios must be put in place to 
ensure that all residents and their properties will be protected. 
 
I fully support the statements that there should be “new building standards and 
retrofits to design energy, water and waste systems to operate as efficiently as 
possible (for residential and non residential buildings) and “Designing high 
efficiency buildings and incorporating renewables will reduce emissions and reduce 
costs.” (Page 107) 
 
In the District plan it should be mandated for all future developments to reduce 
emissions and include water sensitive urban design and water management 
facilities. 30% of a development property should be left for deep soil to avoid all the 
run off and reduce flooding. Planting more trees is one solution to reduce heating of 
our suburbs but much more needs to be done. In France new developments must 
install roof top gardens or solar panels to reduce the carbon footprint of the 
building. The revised district plan chapter on SUstainability is a good start, however 
more work needs to be done to mandate building controls to improve sustainability. 

 
If major changes to the plan are not made then the future for sustainable growth 
and livability appears to be grim It is therefore very important that this plan is 
changed so that  future quality of life can be enjoyed by all in this great city of 
Sydney. 
 
Yours faithfully 
Heather Davie 

 
Marrickville 
2204 
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