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Sydney CBD is an area of densely concentrated skyscrapers and buildings, with an area estimated to 
be approximately 2.8 kilometres squared yet employing just over 13% of Sydney’s workforce. 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, "Sydney (State Suburb)". 2016 Census QuickStats. Retrieved 13th 
December 2017. 
Although the city of Sydney specifically the CBD area are considered to be Australia’s international 
economic hub, outside of Sydney where population is most dense particularly throughout the Western 
Sydney suburban area, there is still yet a growing population that demands and will continue to 
demand services that are more convenient and easily accessible to them.  
 
Essentially, as a result of concentrated infrastructure development and population growth all across 
Sydney simultaneously, there are a number of consequential implications associated, including 
property location which has now become a subject of great significance. The concentrated 
development within the Sydney CBD area means property that is situated anywhere within Sydney 
has become completely out of reach for new first home buyers resulting in many either moving to 
Sydney’s greater west or even interstate to Melbourne and Brisbane. 
 
Although there are many services provided by NSW Transport and the Department of Planning and 
Environment such as our relatively advanced railway network, OPAL system and mass projects such 
as the Westconnex, Sydney's City Centralisation is progressively shifting from efficient to a logistical 
nightmare due to exponential over development and increasing population density, ultimately many 
Sydney residents and entrepreneurs were pleased when the Department of Planning and 
Environment released plans to decentralise the city of Sydney into three main cities.  
 
As students that are studying in the niche of urban planning, infrastructure, logistics, supply chain 
management and transport we have realised how essential and beneficial the Greater Sydney 
Commision will be for all of Sydney.  
 
There are many positives that can be expected once the Greater Sydney Commision is in action, 
more importantly as more local cities become larger cities themselves, more citizens will be able to 
find work that is situated near them as well as partake in utilizing services that also situated near them 
correspondingly leading to increased injection spending into the Australian economy as well 
increasing the general productivity of the Sydney region.  
 
The planning of the Greater Sydney Commision will be rigorous, but as residents and students we 
certainly believe a strong emphasis needs to be placed on further advancing our railway network and 
completely subsidizing public transport. This will ease traffic congestions on roads all throughout 
Sydney as many people will begin resorting to Public Transport as an avenue for travel. This will 
optimize our efficiency greatly as public transport is currently the most efficient and cost effective 
method of travel.  
 
We propose that there be two separate train lines built all across stretching directly from the greater 
west up until the east of Sydney, one will be for general commuting passengers and the other line to 
be built solely for industrial reasons, this will significantly reduce the number of large trucks and freight 
carriers on busy roads and highways. In fact Mr John Fullerton who is the chief executive officer of 
Freight Link as well as the owner and operator of the Darwin railway system has recently stated that 
"One 1,800-metre train, double-stacked, is equivalent to over 100 B-double [trucks],"  
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A separate Industrial Link running throughout the city will certainly reduce Logistical costs permitting 
more businesses both international and domestic to enter the NSW Sydney economy. This will also 
be reflected on reduced costs for consumers as well as a fluid city. The greatest advantage of an 
additional industrial link is that there is no need to install many train stations but more rather a few 
main loading and emptying docks spanning from Port Botany to the Proposed Airport in Badgerys 
creek that are more towards the outer borders of Sydney and not within the city.  
 
Subsequently, the target is to shift industrial areas into the outskirts of Sydney so that within city, it 
can be utilized for more community oriented features that can serve the growing young and old 
diverse population more conveniently such as additional parks, health communities, cycling areas, 
cultural connections etc.. 
 
This Industrial link would also generate a large number of jobs for many residents all across Sydney, 
there are some disadvantages and complexities associated with another Industrial Link however with 
strong planning, coordination and path optimization, we can have a large interconnected city that will 
fluidly cater for the ever growing Sydney population. 
 
Lastly, our proposed industrial link will preserve our main heritage sites within Sydney as the Link will 
be primarily built on the outskirts of Sydney. This will also massively reduce carbon emissions as 
more people divert to public transport to commuting throughout the city. 
 
Below is a very simply model just to provide a graphical insight into what we are conveying, so 
whereby the three major cities are left to develop, the industrial link would be built on the far outskirts 
with Sydney's industrial area looping around the large majority of the city. 
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Some Key Advantages may include: 

- New Industrial Areas will generate employment 
- Transitioning into a “Smart City’ 
- Industrial Area will include large facilities such as water sanitation units, storage, chemical warehouses, sewerage 

plants, recycling plants, new water dams etc.. to help cater for the growing population.. 
- Quality of life increases for residents 
- Economic benefits 
- Community benefits 
- Increased Modern Infrastructure  
- Increased Employment 
- Reduced Carbon footprint 
- Social Services and Incentives 
- Livability 
- Housing supply targets & locations 
- Affordable housing 
- Services & social infrastructure 
- Cultural Diversity 
- Place Based Planning & Great Places 
- Healthy Communities 
- Arts & Cultural industries 
- Walking & Cycling 
- Heritage Preservation 
- Productivity 
- Health and Education and Innovation corridors/precincts 
- Industrial and urban services 
- Freight and logistics 
- 30 minute cities 
- Sustainability 
- Coast and waterways 
- Urban bushland and remnant vegetation 
- Metropolitan rural areas 
- Parks and Open Space 
- Green Grid Links 
- Greenhouse gas emissions 
- Energy and water efficiency 
- Natural & Urban hazards  

 
Some main key disadvantages can include: 

- Large Project Cost, 
- Heavy Planning, Research and Implementation 
- Geographic Nature of Sydney 
- Optimal Route path for the Industrial Link 
- Engineering and other technical issues associated 

Clearly, the main benefits and opportunities of this project diminishes the negative threats that are associated with the project.  
 
Nonetheless, on behalf of University of Sydney Institute of Transport and Logistics Studies as well as 
the formal University of Infrastructure group we certainly appreciate your efforts and time in reading 
this draft proposal.  
 
Much Appreciated, 
The University of Sydney Infrastructure Society. 
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