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Submission on Eastern City draft District Plan  

Below is a detailed critique of material in the Eastern City draft District Plan (EC Plan). Many of the criticisms are equally applicable to all five plans and 
should be read as a commentary on the content of all of the plans.  Additionally, at a more generalised level, we have the following criticisms: 

 

 There are two many words. Instead of a planning strategy dealing with the urban built and social environment, the plans too closely resemble a text 
on basic urban planning which prioritises words instead of plans. Those plans that are included are often quite generalised and cannot form the 
basis for assessment of the suitability of any planning proposals that might follow adoption of the plans. 

 There is much needless repetition. In the EC Plan, for example, the EC is defined (again) at paragraph 2, p52 when it has already been defined at Fig 
3 on p16. It is as if all the chapters had different authors, many of whom felt the need to define the EC Area as a preliminary to any commentary. 

 Planning Priority E7 is said to be “Growing a stronger and more competitive Harbour CBD” (p52). This priority is said “delivers on Objective 18: 
Harbour CBD is stronger and more competitive”. Apart from the use of comparative terms, “stronger” and “more competitive” without reference to 
any comparison, the objective and the priority are exactly the same! How can this assist strategic planning or form the basis for any meaningful 
interpretation of the plan? Too often the priorities are description of state and not active objectives or actions. 

 Heroic leaps are made in assumptions: Two paragraphs are wasted in noting that site amalgamations take time and that only office towers with 
floor plates between 800m2 to 2,000m2 are required in the CBD (p52, last 2 paras). No research is referenced for either of these assumptions.  

 Much space is taken with descriptions of the statistics shown in the figures. Few conclusions are drawn. Are not the tables, bar charts, pie diagrams, 
etc self explanatory? 

 The plans are just too long, have too many words by substituting 1000 words for any potential diagram and generally of little value as strategy. 

 

Another area of criticism is the public engagement strategy for commenting on the Plan contents. Putting the plans on the internet where comments are 
solicited and running a few seminars are not substitutes for fuller public engagement. The methodology for encouraging public engagement is very last 
century and half-hearted. Why did the Commission not get better assistance with public engagement strategies so the Plan more equally represented the 
population at large? 

 

Michael Neustein  



 

Page  Reference   Comment  

Plan Summary pg. 8   What is the significance of the diagram/map? There is no legend to explain the structure depicted and no obvious 
organisation of the components illustrated 

Plan Summary pg. 9   All of the numbers in this table need percentages applies and should be compared against District and metropolitan statistics 
to be meaningful. 

Plan Summary pg. 10   What are the broken lines on the map? No explanation. 

Plan Summary pg. 12  The population bar charts need percentages added to be meaningful. 

Plan Summary pg. 13  What is the meaning of the graphic? This looks like a tourist brochure map which has no place, playful or otherwise, in the 
plan. 

Plan Summary pg. 14  Regarding metrics: give metrics to provide some relevance to the information.  

Plan Summary pg. 17 Paragraph 10 Density and height are confused in regard to housing targets. Medium rise is a description of building height up to 20 storeys 
and which says nothing about density. These two terms need to be unravelled. 

pg. 42 Table 2 Needs percentages in order to gauge magnitude of change required. 

pg. 45  Figure 14  Is this a graphic to demonstrate the inverse relationship between speed of movement systems and population density? 
Doesn’t really say much. Perhaps drop out. 

pg. 47 Figure 15  Does not reflect or represent the information described in words on p46. Really not sufficiently useful. 

pg. 56  Action 23  How are these actions to be realised? Surely the district strategic plans need to specify how the actions are to be achieved? 

pg. 58  Paragraph 7  Does this paragraph mean we should be zoning for mixed uses? Needs to say this in clear English rather than beating about 
the bush! 

pg. 59  Map is illegible due to size and low print density. 

pg. 60  Figure 20  “expansion, investment and fine grain” – why fine grain? Neither hospitals nor university buildings are “fine grained”. Why 
should they be? What is the relevance of fine grain development on major campus sites? 

pg. 65 Figure 22  Why is the racecourse coloured? Neither Centennial Park nor the Racecourse should be coloured unless the plan called for 
development on these open space areas. 

pg. 70  Key elements to be considered 
in the next 20 years   

What about the train to the second airport? This essential component is not mentioned. Do we need to follow the silly 
example of the Victorian Government and fail to provide an urban heavy rail system to service the proposed second Sydney 
airport? 

pg. 72  Paragraph 6  Where is the State Government encouraging the use of electric cars by providing privileged parking and free re-charge 
facilities? In Scandinavia, governments facilitated the switch to electric cars by providing free CBD parking and free charging.  

pg. 72 Paragraph 8 Now that we are in an era of smaller cars, parking standards need to be reviewed to allow smaller spaces for smaller cars. 
We also need to be planning for lower car ownership as AVs start to be deployed. 



pg. 77 Paragraph 3 Where are these various uses being developed?  All new development in Bondi Junction is currently residential. Where is the 
GFA to be found for additional employment generating uses? 

pg. 87 Paragraph 6  Allow greater mixed use in higher buildings. There is no need to plan light industrial or high technology uses in 2-3 storey 
buildings. These uses, with or without co-located residential uses, could be accommodated in building up to 12 storeys. 

pg. 89  Action 53  Why is nothing specifically planned for the airport or its environs. Surely a strategic plan should have something to say about 
the airport and its environs? 

pg. 103  Park colour is too light – needs to be darker to emphasise the objective.  

pg. 107  No discussion about low carbon development can  be serious without mentioning street lighting? Street lighting is the 
biggest energy use of any local government function and needs to be the subject of strategic planning for the future. 

pg. 109  Action 71 Reduce parking specified in council codes. 

pg. 115  Local Government Area or 
Neighbourhood  

Where are the DCPs in the process? Did the author forget about DCPs? 
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