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SUSTAINABLE INGLESIDE FORUM TALK - 11 DEC 2017 

Organised by the Northern Beaches Council 

Location: Long Reef Golf Club 
 
Good morning everyone - I’m Graeme Jessup, and I am representing a local community group called 
Sustainable Ingleside Advocacy Group. We are a group of passionate local professionals, with no 
financial interest in Ingleside, who have been banging on about the need for a sustainability forum for 
a long time. Many thanks to those who have made it possible today.  
 
I want to make it clear that we are an advocacy group and our aim is to collaborate with the planners 
to assure a positive outcome. We are not here to obstruct progress. 
 
I would like you to imagine you opened the newspaper tomorrow, and instead of reading about same 
sex marriage or dual citizenship you focused on this headline: 

“Planning Breakthrough - Ingleside planners have delivered a strategy that will make the 
Ingleside development a world leader in sustainable living” 

 
Well that’s what we would like to see.  
 
In the next few minutes I want to invite you all to join us on a journey to make Ingleside an 
inspirational example of how a modern community can live sustainably, and in harmony with the 
natural environment. Imagine creating such a wonderful place to live that people were falling over 
themselves to buy into and join the Ingleside sustainable lifestyle experience. It is in our hands to 
make it happen today at this Forum. 
 
Now you may well ask “just what do these guys want - some form of green utopia?” Well let me 
summarise our vision and then let’s see if you think it’s possible or not.  
 
Firstly there is the clear need to address climate change 
We can do this by making sure the dwellings and buildings in Ingleside are, in total, carbon neutral - 
net zero emissions. It’s easy to do. We need to mainstream high performance housing. So we regulate 
for the highest BASIX level we can, and then along the lines that Kinesis have suggested, we install PV 
on available roofspace - typically 5kW on all suitable houses.  
 
Then We need to future-proof the development 
In line with the National Energy Productivity Plan, we need to build with the future in mind. The world 
is changing so rapidly that there is a danger of developments being behind the times before they are 
even completed. So we need to embed a suite of sustainable measures that will future proof 
everyone’s investment in Ingleside.  
 
We install batteries and deploy modern microgrid and embedded network technology. This reduces 
the cost of electricity to the user, and supports the National Grid at the same time.  
 
And we need to make sure all dwellings, and some public facilities, have EV charge points to 
accommodate the coming flood of electric vehicles.  
 



Most importantly, We need to make Ingleside a really appealing place to live  
-so people will line up to be part of the dream, even if it costs a little more. This means a healthy shady 
environment with lots of open space. It means adequate kiddies playgrounds. It means community 
centres where people can meet friends in a quiet leafy space for coffee. I’m sure you get the picture of 
a well planned community environment. This is not a big ask. 
 
We need to protect the environment 
Wide swathes of natural bushland run through the precinct. So keep the canopy trees. Provide 
adequate wildlife corridors. And make sure the watercourses remain healthy.  
 
We need to have a sound water management policy 
So collect rainwater from all buildings, recycle grey water, use water efficient appliances, and ensure 
efficient water management throughout the precinct. This can reduce water consumption by at least 
50%. 
 
We need to encourage a healthy lifestyle with active travel 
We all know cars intrude in our life far too much. They are costly, polluting, and noisy. So we need to 
make sure Ingleside promotes active travel by designing for generous pathways, a network of cycle 
tracks, and a plan for local hop-on hop-off commuter buses looping between village centres, shops, 
and bus hubs. 
 
Our group have coined the term Lighthouse development to describe this vision because it shines a 
light towards the future we all want. 
 
OK, so that’s it in a nutshell - the question is “how can we make it happen?”. Well none of these 
initiatives are anything new in themselves, they have all been part of other sustainable developments 
around Australia. We just want to make sure that Ingleside brings them all together. 
 
If the planners have reasons why these Lighthouse measures cannot be part of Ingleside, please let us 
know today so we can look for solutions. 
 
You could also ask - why should we even bother with all this? Well please think about these drivers:  
Firstly: In Australia we have the highest per capita level of carbon emissions in the world - We think 
this is a shocking statistic.  
 
The fact is if we are to meet our Paris accord we need to reduce our emissions rapidly by 2030. But we 
are still clearing bushland, our wild life is still suffering with more and more species on the endangered 
register, temperatures are still rising, ocean salinity is increasing, our reef is dying.  
 
Despite our efforts to date with efficiency measures, windfarms, extensive PV power stations, 
household PV, the Finkel Report, and various Govt initiatives - it was reported in August this year that 
Australias greenhouse gas emissions are still rising.  
 
The reality is that so far we have just dithered and pussy footed around with this problem, and we 
won’t get to our NSW goal of net-zero emissions by 2050 unless we make a dedicated effort. We can’t 
just all go home and do nothing about it. That’s why we are here today. 
 
Secondly: The community wants sustainable planning - Our Northern Beaches Council reports in its 
Strategic Plan that the community wants to “make the Northern Beaches a shining example of how to 
transition to a truly sustainable community”. This attitude has been echoed in many community 
surveys.  



 
Thirdly: Council has previously advocated for Ingleside to be “a sustainable and ecologically sensitive 
development form based on the highest standards” 
 
Fourthly: The Northern Beaches Council has clearly stated in our invitation today that the aim of the 
Forum is- “to set a new benchmark in sustainable development at Ingleside through optimized 
design and delivery”. 
 
These are compelling drivers for change! 
 
So how do we see the planning going right now? 
Well to be perfectly honest we don’t really know how the planning is going in terms of sustainable 
outcomes. We have now made two submissions outlining our ideas and recommendations for a 
Lighthouse development. However as yet we don’t know if they have fallen on fertile ground or not.  
 
I must say we are really happy that the planners have committed to a GreenStar Communities 
accreditation, and delighted to see Ingleside being referred to in the press as a sustainable 
development. Mayor Regen has said in the Manly Daily that “We want the world’s best practice in 
terms of sustainability outcomes”. 
 
But good intentions and motherhood statements are not enough. We are looking forward to seeing 
solid planning requirements that can be embedded in the statutory plans and in the associated DCP 
and LEP.  
 
So just what are the barriers: 
 
The major barrier as we see it is the lack of an enlightened Lighthouse vision with specific objectives. 
Without it how can we possibly expect a sustainable outcome?   
 
We would also like to see more enthusiasm from the planners for raising the bar significantly above 
Business As Usual.  
 
A third barrier is the perceived increase in cost for sustainable options, and the absence of a 
comprehensive cost/benefit analysis that factors in the co-benefits of biophillic urban design. 
 
If you come across these and other barriers today and you can see possible solutions please speak up - 
we need solutions.  
 
Where to now 
The rezoning of Ingleside is providing us with a unique opportunity to take a giant leap forward and 
show how to plan an exemplar project.  
 
We can do this thing - it’s not as though our Lighthouse vision involves measures that are over the top 
- many communities today are already facing the challenge and are heading off strongly down this 
sustainable path. Two examples are Whitegum Valley in Western Australia, and Lochiel Park in South 
Australia - small projects but with a lot to teach us - the Co-operative Research Centre for Low Carbon 
Living, or CRC, have played an important role in these developments. They are here with us today. 
 
 



So remember the headline we started with in tomorrow’s newspaper - the “Planning Breakthrough” - 
and let’s work together today to find solutions that we can embed in the Statutory Plans and in the 
associated DCP and LEP. 
 
Thank You. 
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