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Greater Sydney Commission Regarding Luddenham 

December 2017 

I would like to make this submission to the Greater Sydney Commission Regarding 

Luddenham and its future. 

First of all I would like to introduce myself.  

I am Wayne Willmington and our family has been part of Luddenham since 1850.  

I have lived my 58 years in Luddenham and have been involved with most local Community 

Groups. 

I am currently the President of the following- Luddenham Show Society, Luddenham Progress 

Association, Penrith Valley Chamber of Commerce as well as a member of FOWSA. I am 

making this submission not as a representative of the above, the views expressed are my own 

personal views.  

I am also the local historian and have written a book on Luddenham’s History. 

Luddenham was a land Grant to John Blaxland in 1813 and since that time Luddenham has 

been a unique Village.  

It is one of the few towns that owns its own Showground and Hall as well as 3 Churches (most 

Halls & Showgrounds are owned by either Councils or Lands Department, but in Luddenham 

they are owned by the People).  

Luddenham was always was planned to be a hub. It is a great central location to Wallacia, 

Warragamba, Silverdale, Mulgoa, Kemps Creek, Badgerys Creek, Bringelly and Greendale. 

With the amount of development proposed in Luddenham namely the Science Park to the 

North and the Airport to the East and South it is important that the Luddenham Community 

can survive and keep the social fabric of our community united, allowing that community 

spirit that is so evident within Luddenham to grow and flourish. 

With the State Government in 2015 announcing the Eastern Option of The Northern Road 

diversion Luddenham can still function as a Community. 

In getting underway the first change is that all of Luddenham should be in Penrith Council 

area with the new boundary from Elizabeth Drive following the Airport fence to Willowdene 

Avenue and then following the boundary of the Willowdene Estate to meet up with the 

existing boundary (Appendix 1).  

Also Luddenham needs to be in the same Federal and State Electorate, I would propose that 

all of Luddenham be in the same Electorate. Luddenham has always been split with the three 

levels of Government having different parts of the town and that has made things more 

difficult.  Luddenham Residents have always seen Penrith as their major town. 

With about a quarter of Luddenham taken by the Airport an opportunity exists to square up 

the Luddenham boundary by following the pipeline to Littlefield’s Road  and straightening up 



in the Park Road area. Also the option to extend on the northern side of Elizabeth Drive, (See 

Appendix 2). (Most of stage 1 of the Airport is in Luddenham). 

Luddenham will need the sewer connected before the following developments, or in fact any 

future development could happen. I am lead to believe that provisions have been made at 

the Wallacia pumping station to connect to Luddenham.  

Luddenham needs more people with the loss of over 150 homes in our town to the Airport. 

We need more residents so that the Schools, Churches, Progress Association, Show 

Committee and other Community Groups can survive. 

Re Zoning and Development 

Having said that we need more people- houses how do you go about it.  

I am not a town planner but offer the following suggestions.  

Luddenham could offer bigger size blocks unlike Oran Park, Mulgoa Rise etc that have very 

small blocks.  

Luddenham could offer a variety of different sizes maybe a residential area with half acre 

subdivisions.  

I believe that land on the Western side of the New Northern Road between Elizabeth Drive 

and Adams Road should be used for this type of development. I am not sure how far west 

though.  

Having said that I think Luddenham could also support some Townhouse developments in the 

Village centre or maybe even an over fifty five development.  

Depending on the size of the New Luddenham some more Commercial land may need to be 

opened up. 

In the area around the main town centre on the western side, Luddenham could offer 

something unique with one acre and two acre blocks that could be intermingled giving a 

feeling of open space. This would allow families to have a horse, to build a shed or be able to 

grow a few vegies 

Some may just want some space and this would give them that option. 

Depending on the plans it would also be good to incorporate some five acre farm lots as well. 

The NSW Planning and Environment have issued plans to build 10,000 homes in Bringelly, 

1,000 homes in Kemps Creek but no mention of Luddenham (see Appendix 3).  The North-

western side of the Airport (Luddenham Village) is not effected by noise (see Appendix 4).  

 

 

 

 



 

Talked about for over 30 Years 

For over thirty years there has been talk of a retirement village on the land to the east of Sales 

Park and between the Church of England and the Uniting Church.  

I think the lack of sewer was the main reason it did not go ahead. It would be a perfect spot 

for a retirement village, close to three Churches, shops and of course the airport, I am sure it 

would be a great success story. 

Also for over thirty years there has been talk about a High School in Luddenham. Now is the 

time to revisit the High School option, it could even be an Agricultural School.  

As mentioned earlier it could cater for Warragamba, Silverdale, Wallacia and Bringelly 

students that travel to either Penrith or Camden by bus. 

I believe that the time is now right for those two projects to proceed and they would be 

extremely good for Luddenham.       

 

Preserving the Local Heritage 

Luddenham has a great heritage that needs to be preserved before it is lost for ever, lots of 

the old farm sheds still have lots of Local History in them, a museum could be built (maybe at 

the Showground) to house and explain our history. Luddenham history includes Wheat 

farming, Timber cutting, Dairy Farming and Market gardening (Luddenham was known as 

Sydney’s Salad bowl). 

 

Help for Luddenham Icons 

Luddenham is a bit unique having its own Hall and Showground that are owned by the local 

community and they are self-funded.  Both I believe are in need of some help. 

The Luddenham Progress Hall was built in 1886 and has been extended from the original size, 

but does not have toilets. At the moment patrons have to walk down to the toilets in the park. 

As we enter the new era it would be nice to have some toilets built on to the back of the hall. 

Unfortunately the Progress Association does not have the available funds to build the toilet 

block that is required in this day and age, it would be nice if there was a Government Grant 

available to assist. 

The Luddenham Show Society was formed back in 1891 when they held their first Show, and 

in 1893 the Society purchased the current Showground.  

Going into the future the Showground will need more land and now is the time for that to 

happen with a Government Grant and Council rezoning.  



The Luddenham Showground is a Great Asset for the District and by making the right decisions 

now it will be into the future. With the grounds and buildings it could be used for many 

different things.  

Next year the Progress Hall is the 132 Years old and the Show Society has been around for 127 

years.   

Luddenham is a unique town and we can have new residents becoming a part of our great 

tradition and Community. With the right planning and communication with the Residents 

Luddenham can still be a very special place to live. 

I am happy to organise a Public Meeting in Luddenham to discus with Local Town Planners & 

State Planning and Environment or even a delegation of residents to talk about the future. 

If you wish to discuss further I can be contacted on .  

Thank You.  

Wayne Willmington 

Luddenham 2745  

  



 

Proposed New Penrith Council Boundary shown in Red & current in Yellow, recommended to 

follow Airport fence from Elizabeth Drive to Willowdene Avenue and follows Luddenham 

boundary back. 



 

The New Luddenham Boundary, the area in Dark Red to be Added and maybe if the Green 

Area as well.  In between the Blue has been lost to the Airport 
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