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Liverpool and the Western Parkland City

The Western Sydney Airport and Badgerys Creek 
Aerotropolis will emerge over the next 40 years as 
the heart of the Western Parkland City. Liverpool 
CBD is strategically positioned to be the node that 
connects the Western City and the airport with the 
rest of Sydney. Liverpool Waterfront is a substantial 
opportunity to realise the vision for Liverpool as the 
strategic centre for south-western Sydney. Liverpool 
can:

• Embrace the Georges River and deliver key 
elements of the green and blue grids along its 
foreshore. 

• Grow to become a major centre for health and 
education, building on Liverpool Hospital and two 
university campuses, with a greater diversity of 
jobs.

1.0 Introduction

• Be at the centre of a 30-minute city, with direct 
connections to and from the south, west, north 
and east.

• Be place for people to live, learn, work and play in a 
mixed use, transit oriented urban village.

• With minimal investment, be linked by rail via 
Leppington to the Western Sydney Airport.

• Deliver integrated transport and land use 
solutions, with a corridor for the Sydney Metro, a 
station and bus/metro/rail interchange, and new 
pedestrian connections across the Georges River.
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A Collaborative Planning Process

The Liverpool Collaboration Area recognises the 
strategic importance of Liverpool CBD, including the 
Liverpool Waterfront site, in delivering the GSC’s 
vision for the Western Parkland City. It is critical for 
the future of Liverpool that the NSW Government 
facilitates a planning pathway for the precinct, within 
the Collaboration Area process. 

Growing and strengthening the metropolitan city 
cluster including the Western Sydney Aerotropolis and 
Liverpool relies on a coordinated approach. Liverpool 
is uniquely poised to grow as a centre for tertiary 
education, advanced health care, and to leverage 
airport related industry sectors due to its enviable 
position, being accessible from both the future Western 
Sydney Airport and the existing Kingsford Smith 
(Sydney) Airport. Liverpool Waterfront is an opportunity 
for the GSC to work in partnership with the private 
sector to deliver positive transformation in Liverpool. 

Planning for the expansion of the Liverpool CBD east of 
the Georges River is not a new idea. In 2007, the NSW 
Government and Liverpool Council collaborated to 
release the Liverpool City Centre Vision. This document 
clearly identifies the Liverpool Waterfront as the key 
opportunity for expansion of the CBD to the east of the 
Georges River. The draft Georges River Masterplan, 
released by Council in 2016, also identifies the Liverpool 
Waterfront Precinct as stage 1 of redevelopment, with 
the capacity for around 1500 jobs and the majority of 
new dwellings. The Liverpool Collaboration Area and the 
Western District Plan need to clearly define a pathway 
for redevelopment of the Liverpool Waterfront precinct.

Liverpool Station

Inner City Residential North
Focus for high quality 
residential redevelopment

Pirelli Site
Industrial use
Long term 
redevelopment prospect
Approx 300 jobs

Enterprise and Edge Retail
Allow for site consolidation 
and encourage niche retail 
and business, ethnic diversity
Mixed use and residential
Approx 2,500 jobs

Commercial Core
Commercial and Main 
Street Retail
New office development 
focussed nearer to station
Courts and library
Preserve ‘fine grain’ but 
encourage new and 
redevelopment
Approx 4,500 jobs

St Georges River 
Health and Education 
Concentration of public 
assets including hospital, 
TAFE, schools and railway 
station, Bigge and Light 
Horse Park and heritage
Focus growth on 
‘knowledge’ and 
amenity assets
Improved coordination 
between public agencies
Approx 4,500 jobs

Inner City  
Residential south
Long term residential 
redevelopment

Retail and Mixed use
Westfield Liverpool and 
edge retail, private schools
Approx 3,500 jobs

Figure 1. Economic support precincts within the city centre
Source: Liverpool City Centre Plan Vision
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Integrating Transport and Land Use Planning

The Liverpool Waterfront Precinct is immediately east 
of the Georges River and Liverpool Station. Access 
from the east to Liverpool CBD and the station is 
constrained by the Georges River. Redevelopment 
of the precinct will enable more pedestrian and road 
connections across the river, with easier access to 
jobs, public transport and services.

The NSW Government is considering extending the 
Sydney Metro from Bankstown to Liverpool. The most 
direct connection to Liverpool Station would be a new 
interchange on the Liverpool Waterfront site, with 
connections to Liverpool Station across the Georges 
River. The masterplan for the precinct includes:

• Land for the Sydney Metro corridor 

• A new bus/rail/metro interchange 

• Internal bus or light rail routes

• Pedestrian and cycle routes along and across the 
Georges River

Creating Great Places 

A strong public domain forms the backbone of the 
precinct masterplan. Some former factory buildings 
will be re-purposed as a marketplace for local 
growers and producers, preserving a link with the 
industrial past of the site. Streets will be green, and 
a network of parks and plazas will provide space for 
people to meet and relax. 

Liverpool’s foundations are intrinsically linked with 
the Georges River. The relationship of the precinct 
to the river will be celebrated through green 
connections that extend from the river through the 
site, and the opening up of Lake Moore will enable 
recreation in the blue grid. No other site provides 
such an opportunity for Liverpool to re-establish its 
relationship with the river.

Strengthening the Liverpool Economy

The draft Greater Sydney Region Plan highlights 
the importance of growing and diversifying jobs 
and economic activity in western Sydney’s existing 
centres. The draft Plan recognises that in some 
cases, including Liverpool, directly adjacent industrial 
land may be appropriate for expansion of city 
centres. Liverpool Waterfront is a unique opportunity 
to diversify and grow jobs and strengthen the health 
and education focus in Liverpool.

The majority of the Liverpool waterfront site is 
occupied by specialised manufacturing (Prysmian 
Cables), a use that is no longer appropriate if 
Liverpool is to grow as a strategic centre and re-
establish ties with the Georges River. The proposal 
will facilitate relocation of the current industrial 
operations to a more appropriate employment 
cluster further west in Liverpool, nearer to the 
Western Sydney Airport, potential new freight rail 
connections, and the M7 Motorway.

The Liverpool Waterfront precinct is a logical 
extension of Liverpool CBD. There are opportunities 
for low impact urban services uses to be part of a 
mixed-use precinct on the site. The precinct can 
accommodate higher order employment, community 
uses, better public access to Liverpool’s best natural 
asset, the Georges River. As a large site with only a few 
land owners, opportunities for growth are different but 
complementary to those in the existing CBD. 

Meeting Projected Housing Needs

The precinct offers clear potential in the Western 
City District to deliver a higher proportion of smaller 
dwellings in a Transit-Oriented Development with 
access to excellent amenities, employment and 
education opportunities and Liverpool Hospital. 

The site can make a significant contribution to the 
supply and diversity of housing in the region. This will 
promote the opportunity for older generations to 
age in place and afford younger generations with the 
opportunity to buy into the area they grew up in by 
increasing the supply and diversity of dwellings.

The Greater Sydney Region Plan recognises that 
land is valuable, and that continued outward 
expansion of the metropolitan urban area is not 
sustainable. Liverpool Waterfront means significant 
new housing supply can be delivered in a location 
that benefits from access to transport and services, 
and relieves pressure on growth at the fringes by 
providing alternative housing stock that will meet 
the needs of a growing community.
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Liverpool Waterfront Planning Proposal

Liverpool Waterfront planning proposal was 
submitted to Liverpool Council in early 2017. The 
masterplan proposes:

• Commercial office space, community and 
educational uses, with particular emphasis on 
health and education as key drivers of jobs and 
community services in Liverpool.

• Approximately 13,000 homes, with a mixture of 
apartments, terraces and townhouses and a focus 
on suitability for smaller households. 

• Land for the Sydney Metro corridor, where an 
extension from Bankstown could interchange with 
Liverpool Station and local buses, then continue to 
Badgerys Creek.

• Provision of a bus interchange to create a major 
transport hub.

• Proposes the use of sustainability principles 
including reducing travel through a green travel 
plan to promote sustainable transport options 
over car use.

• A mixed-use core including retail, cafes, 
restaurants and a marketplace;

• More than six hectares of public open space 
including a rehabilitated Georges River waterfront 
corridor, public squares and parks.

• Upgrades to Haigh Park including a new recreation 

and community centre and enhanced outdoor 
recreation facilities.

• New schools, community centres and an indoor 
sports centre.

This report has been prepared in support of a 
submission by LAC JV Pty Ltd on the draft Greater 
Sydney Region Plan (GSRP) and the draft Western City 
District Plan (WCDP), and is submitted to the Greater 
Sydney Commission (GSC) in respect of the Liverpool 
Waterfront Precinct, Bridges Road Moorebank.
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2.0 The Liverpool Waterfront Planning Proposal
2.1 The Liverpool Waterfront Site

The site (Figure 1) is located at 3-5 Bridges Road, Liverpool (Lot 200 on 
DP1009044 and Lot 100 on DP775780). The site boundaries are Bridges Road to 
the east, Newbridge Road to the south, and the Georges River to the west and 
north. Lake Moore and Haigh Park are located to the north and east of the site, 
across Bridges Road.

The subject site is situated on the eastern side of the 
Georges River, approximately 120m from the Liverpool 
Railway Station. The existing railway alignment forms 
the eastern boundary of the established Liverpool 
CBD. The site is part of the Liverpool city centre. 
Council’s strategy for the City Centre identifies a 
future vision for the Georges River Precinct, and 
measures to manage issues like flooding, traffic and 
public access to the Georges River corridor. The site 
is very close to nearby retail, community facilities 
and services within the existing Liverpool city centre, 
including several schools, shopping centres, the 
Liverpool Hospital and recreational venues. Improving 
access to the centre from the eastern side of the 
Georges River will be a critical public benefit, not only 
for residents and workers in Liverpool Waterfront, but 
for residents living further east and for businesses in 
Liverpool CBD.

The current industrial zoning and use of the site for 
manufacturing and other industrial uses does not 
correspond with the Council or NSW Government 
intentions for Liverpool to be the dominant strategic 
centre in south-western Sydney.

The Planning Proposal lodged with Council covers a 
larger area than the subject site, including adjoining 
properties on the western side of Bridges Road and 
north of Newbridge Road, creating a logical precinct 
to ensure best practice planning.  While the owners of 
those properties are not proponents of the proposal, 
Council expressed the importance of planning for 
the redevelopment of all properties to ensure it is 
coordinated and consistent.Figure 2. The site in relation to the Liverpool CBD

Source: Nearmap/Ethos Urban
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• a vibrant mixed-use precinct that celebrates 
Liverpool’s cultural diversity, reconnects Liverpool 
residents with the Georges River, respects the 
history of the site and the natural environment;

• part of a new 30-minute Western Sydney city: The 
Western Sydney Airport and Parramatta will be 
within half an hour by road or public transport, and 
a plan to extend the Sydney Metro to Liverpool 
would bring the Sydney CBD within easy reach;

• a diverse range of housing types and new 
employment opportunities in education, health, 
retail, commercial and community services; 

• parks and public spaces that will draw people from 
all over south-western Sydney to the Georges 
River and Lake Moore, delivering a critical link in 
the western Sydney green grid; and  

• an implementation pathway for the draft 
Georges River Masterplan, noting that the draft 
Masterplan identifies the land north of Newbridge 
Road as the key opportunity site in the Georges 
River Precinct.

Liverpool City Council recently exhibited the draft 
Georges River Masterplan, outlining a vision for 
redevelopment of industrial areas east of the 
Georges River.  A key objective of Council’s plans for 
the Georges River Precinct is to expand the CBD and 
re-orient it towards the Georges River. This objective 
is also reflected in the draft Western City District 

2.2 The Planning Proposal

Plan, as it will substantially improve the amenity and 
environmental quality of Liverpool CBD. The draft 
Masterplan identifies Liverpool Waterfront as the 
key opportunity site in the Georges River Precinct, 
and the most suitable location for expansion of the 
city centre east of the Georges River. The draft 
Masterplan follows the Liverpool City Centre Vision 
2006 which considered the site as an attractive 
proposition for redevelopment due to its size and 
proximity to the Liverpool Railway Station. The draft 
Georges River Masterplan provides a more evolved 
and developed recognition of the site’s potential to 
achieve that expansion of the city centre.

The Planning Proposal supports and provides an 
implementation pathway for the draft Georges River 
Masterplan, noting that the location of the site on 
the Georges River and as part of an expanded and 
river-focused Liverpool CBD creates the potential 
for the Liverpool community to benefit from 
improved housing choice, better access to jobs, and 
to live healthier, more active lives. Public facilities 
like schools, community centres and indoor sports 
will be delivered, and the next stages of the planning 
process will consider in more detail how to deliver 
these facilities in partnership with Council and 
Government agencies. 

The proponent recently lodged a Planning Proposal 
seeking rezoning, height and floor space ratio 
increases (RZ-2/2017 with Liverpool Council). The 
Planning Proposal for Liverpool Waterfront provides 
a strategic justification for rezoning the land from 
its current industrial zoning to a Mixed-Use zone.  

As part of the Planning Proposal, a masterplan was 
prepared for Liverpool Waterfront to deliver:

• a place where people can live, work, play and learn 
on the Georges River and be part of the growing 
regional capital of south-western Sydney;

Figure 3. Lake Moore is to be more accessible to residents of 
Liverpool CBD and Liverpool Waterfront

Source: Scott Carver
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The draft masterplan (Figure 7) builds on the core 
elements of the public domain in and around the site, 
including the Georges River foreshore, Lake Moore 
and Haigh Park. The masterplan connects Liverpool 
Waterfront directly with the station and Liverpool 
CBD, and prioritises walking and cycling as the 
preferred modes of travel within the local area.

Redevelopment of the site will progressively deliver:

• more than six hectares of public open space 
through a public plaza and green links through the 
site;

• a rehabilitated waterfront recreational and 
environmental corridor along the entire Georges 
River foreshore;

• upgrades to Haigh Park including a new recreation 
and community centre and enhanced outdoor 
recreation facilities;

• space for new schools, community centres and an 
indoor sports centre;

• a mixed-use core including up to 14,000 square 
metres of retail floor space, cafes, restaurants 
and a marketplace that will conserve and re-
purpose former factory buildings with between 
400 and 700 jobs (see Figure 5);

• capacity for 94,000 square metres of non-
residential uses including commercial office space, 
community and educational uses, with particular 
emphasis on uses that will complement health and 
education as key drivers of jobs and community 
services in Liverpool providing between 4,300 and 
5,800 jobs;

• approximately 13,000 new residential dwellings 
with a mixture of one, two and three-bedroom 
apartments, townhouses and terraces; and

• a new bus interchange to increase capacity and 
accessibility to Liverpool CBD and train station 
from the east, and the potential for part of the 
corridor for the extension of metro rail from 
Bankstown to Liverpool to pass through the site.

There will be a strong focus on place making with 
public spaces, retail and markets that bring people 
to the site to create activity and life. Particularly, 
the proposal seeks to respond in a proactive manner 
to the Draft Georges River Masterplan through 
providing a community focused environment for 
residents and workers to learn, live, work and play.

The planning and design process for Liverpool 
Waterfront started with how redevelopment of 
the site can contribute broader public benefits and 
achieve strategic outcomes for Liverpool, as outlined 
in ‘The Liverpool Waterfront Social Wheel’ in Figure 4.

Figure 4. Liverpool Waterfront presents a sensible expansion of 
the Liverpool CBD and orientation to the river

Source: Scott Carver



11Liverpool Waterfront

Figure 5. The Liverpool Waterfront Social Wheel
Source: Scott Carver
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Figure 6. Factory buildings will be re-purposed to create a marketplace that brings people to the site and links with its 
industrial past (indicative only)

Source: Scott Carver

Figure 7. A proposed bus interchange would allow for the precinct 
to become a key transport hub
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Figure 8. Concept Plan for Liverpool Waterfront
Source: Scott Carver
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3.0 The draft Greater Sydney Region Plan
3.1 Delivering on the objectives for Greater Sydney

The draft GSRP recognises the role that the Western 
Parkland City will play in accommodating growth in 
metropolitan Sydney. The Western City will contain 
25% of the total dwellings required by 2036. 

While the focus of the Western Parkland City will 
be on the Western Sydney Airport Badgerys Creek 
Aerotropolis, the existing centres of Liverpool, 
greater Penrith and Campbelltown/Macarthur will 
provide critical linkages and support, particularly 
over the next 20-40 years as the airport operations 
progressively increase. Objective 21 of the draft 
GSRP aims to establish internationally competitive 
health, education, research and innovation precincts. 
Liverpool is recognised as part of a metropolitan city 
cluster with the potential to become a highly active and 
operational health and education precinct. Combined 
with the future Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis, Liverpool 
is well placed to become a university city, with a full 
campus and faculty providing services to more than 
10,000 students. In particular, the university presence 
will be anchored through investment in hospitals and 
facilitation of the health and education precinct. 

Figure 9. Opportunities for Liverpool Waterfront
Source: Scott Carver

LEGEND
Landmark
Views
Green Edge Activation
Solar Path
Connectivity Links
Links
New Entry
Mixed Use - Residential 
Focus

Mixed Use Core
Waterfront Open Space 
Zone
Park
Unique Site Features
Commercial Buffer
Riparian Buffer - 40m
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Table 1 – Summary of consistency with the directions of the draft Greater Sydney Plan

Draft Greater Sydney 
Plan Directions Commentary on relationship to the Liverpool Waterfront proposal

Connectivity
A city supported by 
infrastructure

Liverpool Waterfront will deliver new infrastructure including pedestrian and cycle links across and along the Georges River, a new bus interchange, 
and direct connections to Liverpool Station. A corridor for extension of Sydney Metro from Bankstown to Liverpool could interchange with Liverpool 
Station using a route that passes through the southern section of the site. Liverpool Waterfront residents will benefit from direct access to 
transport infrastructure immediately across the Georges River.

A collaborative city The proponents have worked closely with Liverpool City Council and relevant NSW Government agencies to progress plans for Liverpool Waterfront.

Housing + Great Places
A city for people Liverpool Waterfront will be a vibrant mixed use precinct with new housing, public recreation, environmental corridors, space for community 

gatherings, shopping, entertainment and jobs.
Housing the city South-western Sydney needs more diverse housing to cater for the projected needs of residents over the next 20 years. Liverpool Waterfront will 

deliver a mix of housing types, particularly apartments and townhouses, to meet the needs to smaller households, an ageing population and to help 
address growing affordability pressures.

A city of great places Liverpool Waterfront will reconnect the Liverpool community with the Georges River. The river foreshore will be rehabilitated and will be a place 
where people can meet, exercise, relax and enjoy. Factory buildings will be repurposed as a marketplace to showcase local produce and the diverse 
culture and food of western Sydney. Public spaces will host events, and a strong emphasis on a quality public domain will encourage residents to live 
in the streets, parks, plazas and alleys, and will attract visitors to the site from other parts of Liverpool.

Jobs
A well-connected city Expansion of the Liverpool CBD east of the Georges River will improve connections from the east. New pedestrian bridges will mean the Georges 

River is no longer a barrier to people accessing Liverpool CBD from the east. Residents will be able to walk to Liverpool Station, and will be able to 
access shopping, entertainment and work without using a car.

Jobs and skills for the 
city

There will be capacity for 94,000 square metres of non-residential floorspace to cater for a diversity of jobs, education, health care, entertainment, 
retailing and office uses. Opportunities to link with Liverpool Hospital, Wollongong University and Western Sydney University will strengthen the role 
of Liverpool as a centre for higher education and health care.
The existing Prysmian Cables factory is a specialised manufacturing operation that has been located on site for the last 70 years. Prysmian has a 
highly skilled workforce. However, the current site is constrained because of the limitations of the local road network to cater for heavy vehicles. 

Landscape
A city in its landscape The precinct is currently occupied by industrial uses that restrict public access to the Georges River. The proposal includes more than six hectares 

of new public open space, including parks, plazas and a rehabilitated Georges River foreshore that will be a vital link in the Green and Blue Grids. The 
proportion of urban tree cover will increase as a result of redevelopment of the site.

An efficient city The site is large enough to explore options for sustainable solutions to electricity generation, water recycling and re-use. Locating a new community 
within walking distance of Liverpool Station and potential Sydney Metro interchange will reduce the need for car use. Low carbon outcomes will 
be achieved by reducing the need to travel to access employment and services, incorporating energy efficiency in the design of buildings and public 
spaces and making good use of resources on site.

A resilient city A mixed-use precinct will develop on the site over a period of 20 years or more, and during that time there will be significant changes in technology 
that will influence how and where people live. Liverpool Waterfront will be developed in stages and will have the potential to adapt and respond to a 
changing environment. Flood risk will be managed through sensitive approaches to development.
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3.2.1 Opportunities to expand 
Liverpool CBD

The draft GSRP flags opportunities for growth of 
existing centres, with expansion options including 
increased densities within established CBDs 
and outward growth. There are opportunities 
for both densification and outward expansion 
of Liverpool CBD. Of strong relevance to the 
Liverpool Waterfront precinct, the draft GSRP 
recognises that in some cases, directly adjacent 
industrial land may be appropriate for expansion 
of cite centres. The Liverpool Waterfront precinct 
is directly adjacent to the Liverpool CBD and the 
GSRP specifically identifies it as the best location 
for expansion of the CBD to the east of the Georges 
River. 

3.2 Specific opportunities 

Figure 10. Liverpool Waterfront can contribute to creating one consolidated CBD for Liverpool
Source: Scott Carver

1 Sports Precinct

2 Nature | Water

3 Health & Education

4 Waterfront

5 CBD Core

6 Waterfront Core

7 Liverpool CDB

8 Waterfront Living
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One of the most significant advantages of expanding 
Liverpool CBD east of the Georges River is that 
it would make a substantial contribution to other 
objectives of the GSRP, including:

• Creating great places that bring people together.

• Conserving and enhancing environmental heritage, 
through retention of historic industrial buildings 
and rehabilitation of the Georges River corridor.

• Delivering on the 30-minute city by locating 
residents and jobs close to established and planned 
public transport.

• Protection of waterways, by rehabilitating the 
Georges River foreshore and giving public access 
back to the community through a green grid 
corridor of public open space along the entire 
length of the foreshore.

• Protection of scenic and cultural landscapes along 
the Georges River and Lake Moore.

• Increasing urban tree canopy cover through a 
network of streets, parks and rooftop/podium 
gardens

• Reducing reliance on cars and assisting to move 
towards a low carbon city, by locating jobs, 
services and housing close to transport.

Figure 11. One City Centre can be created through the Liverpool Waterfront supporting the established CBD
Source: Scott Carver
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The Liverpool Waterfront proposal includes provision 
for approximately 94,000sqm of commercial, 
community and educational uses and 14,000sqm 
of retail space. As a comparison, the University of 
the Sunshine Coast’s Campus Master Plan 2012 
identifies 94,000sqm of academic floor space for 
approximately 15,000 students (estimated for 2015 
targets), and includes plans for integration with a 
nearby town centre. The proposed non-residential 
floor space in the Liverpool Waterfront Precinct 
would be well connected to the established Liverpool 
CBD (west of the Georges River) and the Liverpool 
Hospital to the north-west, and would be a highly 
attractive location for universities and health related 
industries or commercial space. 

Western Sydney University (WSU) has committed 
to establishing a Liverpool CBD campus in 2018. 
The campus will initially occupy a newly constructed 
commercial building in Liverpool CBD with a gross 
floor area of around 8,500 sqm and with capacity 
for around 2,500 students. There will therefore be 
significant capacity for growth in student numbers 
over the longer term, and the likely need to find 
additional floorspace, to meet the ambitions of the 
GSC for a campus with at least 10,000 students. 
Nursing is anticipated to be a key focus in teaching 
for WSU at Liverpool, with direct linkages to 
Liverpool Hospital. Clearly the Liverpool Waterfront 
is well positioned to build on likely growth in student 
numbers, with the potential for a large-scale CBD 
university campus that will have direct connections 
to the Hospital and other parts of the CBD. 

Figure 12. Liverpool Waterfront will have direct connections across the Georges River to the CBD and Hospital
Source: Scott Carver
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3.2.2 Protection of industrial and 
urban services land

Industrial land is evolving into complex employment 
lands and established industrial and urban services 
precincts are facing pressure to rezone to residential 
uses, particularly near Liverpool. Objective 23 of the 
draft GSRP states that industrial and urban services 
land is to be planned, managed and protected, reducing 
the potential for rezoning of these lands to residential 
and mixed-use zones. Liverpool itself is categorised as 
a ‘review and manage’ area for industrial and services 
land, with the GSC to work with the Department 
and Councils in development of strategic plans to 
manage this land appropriately. The draft GSRP may 
require additional industrial and urban services land to 
accommodate growth, however, for Liverpool, the need 
for more industrial land is primarily focused on the new 
release areas in the western part of the LGA. 

Significant population growth is anticipated for the 
Western City up to and beyond 2036, and is anticipated 
to generate demand for more urban services land. The 
importance of retaining existing urban services that 
are required to be located close to the population they 
service is acknowledged. However, the draft GSRP 
does not make clear distinctions between:

• urban services, which are population serving and 
have a clear relationship to surrounding residential 
catchments; and 

• industrial uses, which typically have locational 
preferences based on considerations like access 
to freight transport, access to skilled workforce, 
and avoiding noise and amenity conflicts with 
residential areas. 

The Liverpool Waterfront precinct contains 
predominantly industrial uses including specialised 
manufacturing. Small areas of urban services (such 
as car repairers) are located in the southern part of 
the precinct adjacent to Newbridge Road. Access 
to the precinct, particularly for heavy vehicles, is 
highly constrained. The industrial uses on site are 
not reliant on rail, and there is no freight rail access 
to the precinct. These uses may have historically 
chosen a waterfront location for the movement of 
materials and products by along the Georges River, 
however, the Georges River is no longer navigable by 
large vessels and movement of freight by water is a 
historical trait that is no longer relevant. The notion, 
expressed in the draft GSRP, that the industrial uses 
on the site should be retained because they provide 
services relevant to the surrounding residential 
population is not correct.

The existing manufacturer that occupies the 
majority of the precinct, Prysmian Cables, has 
indicated a preference to relocate to a new purpose-
built factory elsewhere in Liverpool LGA, that 
has better road freight access than the current 
site. The opportunity for the current industrial 
operations to relocate to a more appropriate 
employment cluster further west in Liverpool, 
nearer to the Western Sydney Airport, potential 
new freight rail connections, and the M7 Motorway 
is significant. Continued industrial use of these 
lands will perpetuate growing conflicts between 
industrial traffic and residential population growth, 
and the potential for Liverpool to expand into a 
competitive and attractive CBD. It will also limit the 

ability to reconnect the Liverpool community with 
the Georges River and the creation of open space 
and recreational opportunities for the south-west 
district. Council’s draft Georges River Masterplan 
supports the transition of this land to mixed use.

All these factors mean that the Liverpool 
Waterfront precinct is much better suited to 
becoming a mixed-use precinct that is a logical 
extension of Liverpool CBD. A mixed-use precinct 
would provide higher order employment, community 
uses, better public access to Liverpool’s best 
natural asset, the Georges River, and a greater 
range of housing opportunities close to transport 
and services. There is capacity within the proposed 
mix of land uses to accommodate a doubling of the 
commercial floorspace that exists in Liverpool CBD, 
and to provide higher order jobs and educational 
opportunities that are well aligned with the strategic 
objectives for Liverpool as set out in the draft GSRP. 
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The Liverpool Waterfront planning proposal seeks 
a rezoning of the land from general industrial to a 
mixed-use zone. Objective 23 specifically states that 
industrial land is not to be rezoned to residential or 
mixed-use zones, and the only rezoning that could 
be contemplated is to a more employment intensive 
zone, such as a Business Park. In the context of 
Liverpool Waterfront, there are multiple objectives 
and actions in the draft GSRP (and in the draft 
Western City District Plan, discussed below) that 
should take precedence over the generic policy 
position of preserving largely redundant industrial 
land. The kinds of employment that could locate in 
a business park can be accommodated in a mixed-
use zone, along with retail, recreational, community 
services and residential uses that will make the site a 
true extension of the Liverpool city centre.

3.2.3 Improving housing supply, 
affordability and liveability

The liveability objectives in the GSRP cover three 
broad areas:

• A city for people, with culturally rich, diverse, 
healthy and connected communities that have 
access to infrastructure and services.

• Housing the city by increasing the supply and 
diversity of housing, and addressing affordability 
pressures.

• A city of great places, where people can come 
together, and heritage is conserved and enhanced.

Liverpool Waterfront is able to deliver on all these 
objectives. Importantly, when compared with 
alternative growth scenarios for the Western City 
(which are largely focused on continued outward 
expansion in the priority growth areas), Liverpool 
Waterfront can also meet a broader range of other 
priorities including improved access to and diversity 
of jobs, many of the sustainability objectives, 
and strong alignment with existing and planned 
infrastructure. The Liverpool Waterfront site offers 
a location and scale rarely available in an established 
centre. 

Liverpool is recognised as a priority location for 
population growth, with one of the highest targets 
for new dwellings (8,250) by 2021. By 2036, 184,500 
new homes will be needed in the Western City 
District. These targets mean that 25% of all new 
homes in Greater Sydney will need to be delivered in 
the Western City District.

Objective 10 of the GSRP requires housing strategies 
to be prepared by councils, and given effect 
through local environmental plan amendments. 
Housing strategies need to respond to a variety of 
requirements, and Table 2 summarises how Liverpool 
Waterfront can meet these requirements. 
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Table 2 – Housing Strategy Responses

Aspect Commentary on relationship to the Liverpool Waterfront proposal
Housing need:
The projected housing need and demographic characteristics 
of the existing and growing community, including different 
cultural, socio-economic and age groups and the availability 
of a range of housing types, tenures and price points required 
across the housing continuum.

The Liverpool Waterfront proposes approximately 13,000 apartments contained within the mixed-use 
precinct. These will go some way towards achieving the required 39,850 dwellings in the Western City. In 
particular, the proposal envisages a mix of one, two and three-bedroom units offering a diverse range of 
housing. An affordable housing component will form part of the total dwelling number.

Diversity:
Including a mix of types, a mix of apartments, residential aged 
care, adaptable and student housing, group homes, student 
accommodation and boarding houses.

A range of dwelling types are proposed, including one, two and three-bedroom apartments, townhouses and 
terraces to provide a varied range of housing options. Future development of the scheme may include student 
accommodation and residential aged care due to the desired health and education focus of the precinct.

Market preferences:
Market demand considerations that drive the take-up of 
housing, including local housing preferences reflecting where 
people want to live.

Population projections in the Western City District indicate a 72% increase in single person households to 
2036 (44,300 additional households). While the largest household type growth will continue to be couples with 
children, substantial growth in single parent, couple only and group houses, all of which will be better serviced 
by higher density apartment style housing that is proposed for Liverpool Waterfront. It is preferable that 
demand for smaller dwelling types is met in locations that have good access to jobs, services and amenities, 
meaning that precincts like Liverpool Waterfront, that is part of a strategic centre, are comparatively better 
locations for these housing types than other alternative locations elsewhere in the District.

Alignment of infrastructure:
Opportunities to optimise transport infrastructure enabling 
access to jobs, health, education and recreation facilities, that 
align with State and local government infrastructure priorities.

Liverpool Waterfront is within 150 metres of Liverpool Station and will be directly connected to it via a new 
pedestrian bridge across the Georges River. The potential Sydney Metro extension from Bankstown to 
Liverpool could pass through the site.  A new bus interchange is proposed on the site to improve bus access to 
Liverpool station from the east. 
Liverpool is roughly halfway between Western Sydney and Kingsford Smith Airports and is on the route of the 
most immediate opportunity to connect passenger rail to the Western Sydney Airport (WSA), via Leppington.  
In addition to direct walking access to jobs within the precinct and elsewhere in Liverpool CBD, residents of 
Liverpool Waterfront can access jobs, services and facilities in other centres like Parramatta, Leppington, 
Campbelltown-Macarthur, and Sydney CBD via direct train services.  Regional accessibility will be significantly 
improved if the Sydney Metro is extended from Bankstown to Liverpool. 

Displacement:
Managing potential impacts of growth on existing communities 
such as displacement by understanding the location and volume 
of affordable rental housing stock.

As the proposal is to rezone industrial land, there is no issue with displacement of existing communities or 
affordable housing stock.  The proposal will improve access to affordable and suitable housing, and is likely to 
include direct provision of affordable rental housing consistent with GSC policy for sites that are subject to 
uplift.

Amenity:
Opportunities for place-based planning that improve amenity 
including recreation, the public realm, increased walkable 
connections to centres and local jobs (refer to Objective 12).

The proposal seeks to re-orient Liverpool back towards the Georges River through several open space areas, 
pedestrian walkways and bridges, and continuous public access to the river. The site itself is relatively flat and 
presents a walkable precinct with the majority being within 800m of the Liverpool Railway Station. A future 
metro connection through the site to Liverpool will also create further gateways to other centres and job 
locations.
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Aspect Commentary on relationship to the Liverpool Waterfront proposal
Engagement:
Engaging the community on a range of options and 
neighbourhood priorities that can be integrated with new 
housing and benefit existing and future communities.

Liverpool Council has engaged with the community in plans to revitalise Liverpool CBD, and by releasing the 
draft Georges River Masterplan in 2016. Liverpool strategic centre is a collaboration area, meaning that 
the GSC will lead a collaborative planning process with local stakeholders to ensure the best outcomes are 
planned for and delivered. The collaboration area process must define appropriate development outcomes for 
land east of the Georges River including Liverpool Waterfront.

Efficiency:
Opportunities for innovations in waste, water and energy 
provision by determining the nature of growth, location and 
demand for utilities.

The precinct is of sufficient scale that alternative energy, water harvesting and re-use and waste disposal 
strategies can be implemented. Opportunities to create a more sustainable outcome that manages demand 
on utilities infrastructure and reduces impacts on the environment will be considered as the planning proposal 
progresses.

The precinct, directly adjacent to the established 
Liverpool CBD, offers exceptional potential for 
expansion of the metropolitan city cluster. In this 
regard it also responds to Objective 12 of the draft 
GSRP that aims to provide great places that bring 
people together.

Great places are identified as spaces characterised 
by a mix of land uses and activities which offer 
opportunities for social connection in walkable, 
human scale, fine grain neighbourhoods. Liverpool 
Waterfront will provide a variety of land uses 
(commercial office, retail, residential, health, 
education) combined with community facilities and 
activities, benefitted by the adjacent Georges River 
foreshore and Haigh Park. The proposal also includes 
clearly defined, highly permeable streets, pedestrian 
pathways at a scale allowing for easy walkability by 
residents, workers and guests. Adaptive re-use of 
the existing warehouse sheds for a market space, 
in conjunction with the waterfront plaza, offer 
opportunities for varying user groups to enjoy the 
facilities. Importantly, the location of the site provides 
direct connectivity to the existing Liverpool CBD.

Figure 13. Fine grain walkable places
Source: Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan, Greater Sydney Commission
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4.0 The draft Western City District Plan
4.1 How Liverpool Waterfront will deliver on the Planning Priorities  

for the Western City
The relevant planning priorities from the draft Western City District Plan are summarised in Table 1. The Liverpool Waterfront precinct will make a positive 
contribution to the majority of priorities in the draft District Plan, across the key themes of infrastructure and collaboration, liveability, productivity and 
sustainability.

Table 3 – Summary of consistency with the planning priorities of the draft Western City District Plan

Draft Western City 
District Plan Priorities Commentary on relationship to the Liverpool Waterfront proposal

Infrastructure and collaboration priorities

Priority W1: Planning 
for a city supported by 
infrastructure

Liverpool Waterfront is uniquely located directly adjacent to the Liverpool Railway Station. Additionally, the proposal provides a corridor for 
a future metro connection from Bankstown, along with a transport interchange. Connectivity to the Liverpool Railway Station is proposed 
through pedestrian bridges across the Georges River. Liverpool’s location halfway between the Sydney Airport and future WSA provide 
opportunities for direct connections between the two.

Priority W2: Working through 
collaboration

The Liverpool Waterfront provides an opportunity to capitalise on the proposed Collaboration Area as outlined below.

Liveability Priorities

Priority W3: providing 
services and social 
infrastructure to meet 
people’s changing needs

The Town Square Plaza provides a gathering space for open recreation surrounding by a strong retail edge. The outdoor space provides for 
a range of uses incorporating an amphitheatre, seating and sculpture/ water play element. The Riverfront Boardwalk connects the urban 
environment of the Town Square with the natural setting of Haigh Park. The Water Spine connects the town square with Haigh Park and Lake 
Moore. The spine contains breakout spaces to urban activity and social gathering and incorporates WSUD principles to create a unique urban 
character. Finally, the Haigh Park Precinct is a substantial area of open space for fitness and active recreation. The site utilises its waterfront 
location, benefiting from its natural assets. The social wheel provides a key summary of the social infrastructure to be provided.

Priority W4: Fostering 
healthy, creative, culturally 
rich and socially connected 
communities

The social wheel that summarises the social infrastructure contributions of Liverpool Waterfront. Additionally, the following key public 
infrastructure works in kind contributions are proposed. It is anticipated that the value of these works and facilities are offset from the 
statutory S94 contributions required under the Liverpool Contributions Plan 2007 – Liverpool City Centre:
• Haigh Park recreational facilities and rehabilitation;
• Georges River pedestrian/cycle bridges;
• bus interchange and changeover terminal;
• provision of a corridor for a future metro connection; and
through site green link connecting Haigh Park and Lake Moore to the Liverpool CBD.
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Draft Western City 
District Plan Priorities Commentary on relationship to the Liverpool Waterfront proposal

Priority W5: Providing 
housing supply, choice and 
affordability, with access to 
jobs and services

Around 77% of housing completed in the past five years in the Western City District was detached dwellings, predominantly catering for families. 
Based on data in the Draft District Plans there is already a significant imbalance between the housing stock and household structures. By 2036, 
more than half of all households in south-western Sydney will be couples only, single person, or single parent households. By 2036 the Western City 
District is anticipated to have 44,300 more single person households, an increase of 72% on today’s levels.
The current stock of housing is therefore not going to be suitable for the needs of households over the next twenty years. Not only will many residents 
be living in houses that are too large or not well designed for their life stage, the ability of new home buyers and renters to access affordable and well-
located housing will be compromised if the mix of housing types is not altered. It is critical that more housing suited to smaller households and multi-
family or extended family structures is provided, and that this housing is well located to access jobs, human services and other facilities.
The overall rate of population growth in south-western Sydney will be more than a third faster than the Sydney metropolitan average. The largest 
population growth, both proportionally and in total numbers, will be in age groups ranging from 35-84 years old. High levels of cultural diversity 
coupled with lower income and education levels mean that south-western Sydney will need to substantially diversify its housing stock, and that 
affordability and suitability will be key drivers of residents’ ability to access housing. 
Liverpool Waterfront is the key strategic opportunity in the Western City District to deliver a higher proportion of smaller dwellings in a Transit-
Oriented Development with access to excellent amenities, employment and education opportunities and Liverpool Hospital. The site can make a 
significant contribution to the supply and diversity of housing in the region. This will promote the opportunity for older generations to age in place 
and afford younger generations with the opportunity to buy into the area they grew up in by increasing the supply and diversity of dwellings.

Priority W6: Creating and 
renewing greater places and 
local centres, and respecting 
the District’s heritage

The proposal includes self-sufficient retail offerings such as a potential hotel site and heritage treatment of buildings, the retention and 
adaptive reuse of parts of the industrial buildings to provide links to the site’s industrial heritage, and to contribute a unique sense of place. The 
proposal also seeks to incorporate elements of the industrial heritage of the site into the public domain and the retail and commercial areas, 
such as the adaptive re-use of some existing factory buildings.

Productivity Priorities
Priority W8: Leveraging 
industry opportunities 
from the Western Sydney 
Airport and Badgerys Creek 
Aerotropolis

There are substantial opportunities for Liverpool CBD to leverage opportunities for economic development and diversification generated by 
Western Sydney Airport. Section 5 of this report explores these opportunities in more detail. 

Priority W9: Growing 
and strengthening the 
metropolitan city cluster

Growing and strengthening the metropolitan city cluster that includes the Western Sydney Airport Aerotropolis, Penrith, Liverpool and 
Campbelltown Macarthur will rely on a coordinated approach that makes the most of the unique opportunities in each of the centres in the cluster. 
Liverpool is uniquely poised to grow as a centre for tertiary education, advanced health care (including teaching and research), and to leverage airport 
related industry sectors due to its unique position being accessible from both WSA and Kingsford Smith Airports. Liverpool also is yet to capitalise on 
the environmental and amenity opportunities of the Georges River, which for too long have been largely ignored. Liverpool Waterfront can deliver on 
all these opportunities. It has direct connections to the Georges River, and is the most immediate opportunity to redefine Liverpool as a river city. The 
right environmental conditions can be created through rehabilitation of the river foreshore to stimulate private sector investment in jobs and housing 
in a highly attractive location. Lake Moore and Haigh Park, with the right investment by Council and the development industry, will create a river-
based recreation and environmental corridor that surrounds Liverpool Waterfront. There are no other opportunities in strategic centres to create a 
waterfront precinct within such high quality natural environment. The proposed mix of land uses will mean that businesses, educational institutions 
and housing can be closely connected to Liverpool Hospital, creating a dynamic and thriving education and health precinct. Liverpool CBD, including 
Liverpool Waterfront, has the capacity to grow into a strategic cluster similar to the Parramatta-Westmead health and education cluster, but in a 
more compact, better connected precinct.
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Draft Western City 
District Plan Priorities Commentary on relationship to the Liverpool Waterfront proposal

Priority W11: Growing 
investment, business 
opportunities and jobs in 
strategic centres

This point is largely addressed in response to other priorities. If Liverpool Waterfront is considered to be part of the Liverpool Strategic Centre, 
it will contribute substantially to the growth and diversification of business opportunities and jobs in Liverpool.

Sustainability Priorities

Priority W12: Protecting and 
improving the health and 
enjoyment of the District’s 
waterways

The Georges River has been largely ignored in this location because of the long history of industrial use of the site. The relevance of waterfront 
industry has been well and truly surpassed as freight transport has shifted strongly to road-based modes. Transitioning to a mixed-use 
precinct will mean the Georges River foreshore can be rehabilitated with native vegetation communities, and can serve a dual role by 
integrating public access and recreation for all residents of south-western Sydney.

Priority W15: Increasing 
urban tree canopy cover 
and delivering Green Grid 
connections

The Georges River Parklands (and the Chipping Norton Lakes) are critical components of the Green Grid and Blue Grid for south western 
Sydney. The Georges River is to be enhanced as a regional open space, and active transport corridor, while ensuring protection from 
development by improving stormwater management. Further, a 40-metre-wide green corridor is to be provided along the entire Georges River 
foreshore. Canopy cover is anticipated to be increased through the future landscaping of the site.

Priority W16: Protecting and 
enhancing scenic and cultural 
landscapes

The proposed development scheme for Liverpool Waterfront will rehabilitate the highly-degraded foreshore environment and provide public 
access to this part of the Georges River foreshore, giving this important recreational corridor back to the Liverpool community as a place to 
meet, exercise and enjoy the river environment. Furthermore, it will act as the missing link to connect the green corridors provided along the 
river and ensure a continuous green ‘spine’ is provided from north to south along the Georges River and around the Chipping Norton headland. 
The opportunity presented by the site should be appropriately supported by the District Plan through ensuring the site is recognised as a 
regionally significant opportunity to provide this environmental benefit.

Priority W18: Delivering high 
quality open space

Approximately 6.5 hectares of public open space will be delivered as part of the planning proposal (20% of the total area of the precinct). Public 
open space will include a minimum 40-metre-wide green corridor along the entire Georges River foreshore, a large public plaza, and smaller 
parks. Embellishment of Haigh Park is also proposed to improve the standard of passive and active open space, and capacity to accommodate 
the planned growth in population. The proposed open space will offer a diversity of recreational opportunities and spaces will be linked to create 
a network of green spaces through and adjacent to the site that has the potential to be part of a broader green and blue corridor extending 
along the Georges River.

Priority W19: Reducing 
carbon emissions and 
managing energy, water and 
waste efficiently

The site presents a walkable precinct with the majority being within 800m of the Liverpool Railway Station, and combined with a future metro 
connection through the site to Liverpool will also create further gateways to other centres and job locations. This reduces reliance on private 
vehicles and improves the connectivity to public transport. The scale of the site provides opportunities to implement innovative approaches to 
electricity generation and demand management, water use and re-use.
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Figure 14. Liverpool Waterfront proposes a continuation of the connected Green Grid along the Georges River
Source: Scott Carver

As one of the major strategic centres in the Western 
City and forming part of the four main strategic 
opportunity centres, Liverpool is set to play an 
important role in delivering urban infrastructure and 
services, jobs, and housing to support the substantial 
population growth forecast in south western Sydney. 
The draft Western City District Plan seeks to 
create a city of business innovation and health and 
education excellence. Liverpool has been identified 
as a “Collaboration Area” where better outcomes 
can be achieved when different levels of government 
and in some cases the private sector or land owners 
collaborate on an agreed outcome. 

Aims for the Liverpool Collaboration Area, as set 
out in the draft District Plan are outlined below. 
Importantly, many of these aims correlate closely 
with the key actions of the District Plan for 
Liverpool. 

This Collaboration Area has been developed in 
response to strong developer interest in rezoning 
land for additional housing including the currently 
industrial waterfront. The draft District Plan 
provides that Liverpool Council and the GCS 
will carry out several key actions to support the 
evolution of the Collaboration Area. As per Table 4, 
these Collaboration Area aims are closely linked to 
the key actions proposed for Liverpool.

4.2 Liverpool 
Collaboration Area
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Table 4 – Liverpool Collaboration Area Aims

Aims Liverpool Waterfront Response
Increase housing diversity 
and affordability

The Liverpool Waterfront proposes approximately 13,000 apartments contained within the mixed-use precinct and envisages a mix of one, two 
and three-bedroom units offering a diverse range of housing. An affordable housing component will form part of the total dwelling number. 
Increasing the supply of smaller homes that suit the needs of smaller households is a direct response to the draft District Plan priority to address 
the imbalance of housing supply in the South-West District. Additional supply will assist to address the potential influence of a housing shortage 
on prices.

Improve and coordinate 
transport and other 
infrastructure links and 
accessibility to support job 
growth

The proposal at Liverpool Waterfront includes provision for a future metro corridor along its southern boundary, allowing the potential extension 
of the metro from Bankstown to Liverpool. This, combined with the existing Liverpool Railway Station to the west, ensures that Liverpool 
Waterfront acts as a conduit for public transport into greater Sydney. The provision of pedestrian bridges and pathways to and from the 
established CBD allows for direct connectivity across the Georges River to and from the site.
Liverpool Waterfront includes provision for a new bus interchange to connect bus services from the east with Liverpool Station and the CBD. 
New pedestrian bridges will link Liverpool Waterfront with the western CBD, Liverpool Hospital, University Campuses and the train station. The 
proposed mixed-use zone combined with the amenity attractors of the river, Haigh Park and Lake Moore will assist to bring new jobs to the site 
preferably related to the key themes of education and health care that will underpin job growth in Liverpool.

Enhance smart job growth 
around the health and 
education super precinct

Liverpool has targeted becoming a health and education super precinct, with the Liverpool Waterfront site particularly central to its ability to 
deliver. The proposal includes provision for approximately 94,000sqm of commercial, community and educational uses - suitable for a wide range 
of smart jobs. The Precinct would be well connected to the established Liverpool CBD (west of the Georges River) and the Liverpool Hospital 
to the north-west, and would be a highly attractive location for universities and health related industries or commercial space. The precinct 
will benefit from excellent amenity and access to Liverpool Hospital and the new university campuses, and will create opportunities for start-
up businesses, innovation clusters related to the hospital and higher education and an increased proportion of knowledge intensive jobs that is 
currently lacking in the Western City District.

Improve the night-time 
economy, connectivity and 
mixed use in the centre

The proposal will substantially increase the resident population of Liverpool CBD, and will create more public spaces for events, for people to 
gather, and to encourage entertainment uses, cafes and restaurants that build on the heritage character of the site and its relationship with 
the Georges River. The proposal will increase activity levels, be well connected with the rest of the CBD, and will deliver a range of different 
commercial, marketplace, retail entertainment and hospitality uses.

Improve urban amenity and 
the sense of place

Liverpool Waterfront will have a unique sense of place that captures, interprets and enhances the historical significance of the former industrial 
uses of the site, and creates a strong public connection with the Georges River. The public domain forms the urban structure of Liverpool 
Waterfront. Connections across the Georges River will connect the site to the western side of Liverpool CBD and the Liverpool Railway Station.

Improve environmental 
outcomes around the 
Georges River

The Georges River foreshore will be rehabilitated through remediation of contamination and re-establishment of native vegetation structures. 
There will be a minimum 40-metre-wide open space and environmental corridor along the entire foreshore within Liverpool Waterfront that 
will cater for passive open space and management of the riverine environment. Measures to protect water quality and regional flood mitigation 
infrastructure have been incorporated into the masterplan to improve the condition of the river and manage risks from flooding.

Develop Greater Sydney 
Green Grid projects

Liverpool Waterfront proposes the continuation of the Georges River Corridor Master Plan and promotes the activation of the riverfront as part 
of the metropolitan green grid. The Precinct provides a key link in the green grid through rehabilitating and activating the critical open space and 
environmental corridor that connects Lake Moore, Haigh Park and south through Moorebank.

Capitalise on the Western 
Sydney Airport and Western 
Sydney City Deal

Liverpool has been earmarked as the location for the WSA Co. head offices, and provides a key link between the Western Sydney Airport and 
Kingsford Smith Airport.
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Aims Liverpool Waterfront Response
Revitalise the Liverpool CBD The established Liverpool CBD will be strongly supported through this proposal which will assist in revitalising the eastern side of the Georges 

River.

Manage flooding and water 
issues

The site is identified as flood prone land however can be appropriately managed through bulk earthworks. Furthermore the rehabilitation of the 
Georges River waterfront adjacent to the site will contribute to improving the water quality in the area.

Consider opportunities 
provided by the Liverpool 
Water Recycling Facility

The Liverpool Water Recycling Facility provides an opportunity for Liverpool Waterfront to connect into the network and allows the potential for 
water re-use.

Undertake urban renewal at 
Warwick Farm with a social 
housing mix.

This outcome is not directly relevant to Liverpool Waterfront.

Figure 15. The precinct has allocated corridors for future metro 
and bus interchanges

Source: Scott Carver
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Table 5 – Key Actions 37 for Liverpool City Council and the GSC

Aims Liverpool Waterfront Response
Protect, develop and 
expand the commercial 
core

Liverpool Waterfront seeks to introduce an additional 94,000sqm of commercial, community and educational uses. The commercial component of this 
floor space is not to be directly competitive to the existing commercial floor space within the Liverpool CBD to the west, rather it is to be complementary. 
The addition of commercially focused floor space will attract business and retail, and combined with the proposed residential component of the precinct, 
will have a ready-made catchment of consumers. The establishment of a secondary commercial precinct will expand the capability of Liverpool CBD to 
provide goods and services to its immediate population, while acting as a functional attractor for the semi-regional population.

Improve and coordinate 
transport and other 
infrastructure to support 
jobs growth

The proposal at Liverpool Waterfront includes provision for a future metro corridor along its southern boundary, allowing the potential extension of 
the metro from Bankstown to Liverpool. This, combined with the existing Liverpool Railway Station to the west, ensures that Liverpool Waterfront 
acts as a conduit for public transport into greater Sydney. The provision of pedestrian bridges and pathways to and from the established CBD 
allows for direct connectivity across the Georges River to and from the site.
Liverpool Waterfront includes provision for a new bus interchange to connect bus services from the east with Liverpool Station and the CBD. 
New pedestrian bridges will link Liverpool Waterfront with the western CBD, Liverpool Hospital, University Campuses and the train station. The 
proposed mixed-use zone combined with the amenity attractors of the river, Haigh Park and Lake Moore will assist to bring new jobs to the site 
preferably related to the key themes of education and health care that will underpin job growth in Liverpool.

Develop smart jobs 
around the health and 
education precinct

Liverpool has targeted becoming a health and education super precinct, with the Liverpool Waterfront site particularly central to its ability to 
deliver. The proposal includes provision for approximately 94,000sqm of commercial, community and educational uses - suitable for a wide range 
of smart jobs. The Precinct would be well connected to the established Liverpool CBD (west of the Georges River) and the Liverpool Hospital to the 
north-west, and would be a highly attractive location for universities and health related industries or commercial space. The precinct will benefit 
from excellent amenity and access to Liverpool Hospital and the new university campuses, and will create opportunities for start-up businesses, 
innovation clusters related to the hospital and higher education and an increased proportion of knowledge intensive jobs that is currently lacking in 
the Western City District.

Build on the centre’s 
administrative and civic 
role

This outcome is not directly relevant to Liverpool Waterfront, as the civic and administrative functions are largely concentrated in the existing part of the 
CBD, west of the Georges River. There will be opportunities for office development that could accommodate government administrative functions, and 
for community facilities and educational establishments that will support the primary civic and administrative cluster in the western part of the CBD.

Improve public domain 
including tree-lined, 
comfortable open spaces 
and outdoor dining

The proposal includes a significant focus on the public domain, particularly the Georges River foreshore and waterfront plaza.  The street network will 
also contain avenue plantings to link green spaces within a more urban context, and to provide shade for pedestrians and outdoor dining. It is highly 
likely that any future restaurants in this area will seek to take advantage of the outlook towards the Georges River through outdoor dining options.

Improve connectivity and 
links to the Georges River 
and prioritise pedestrian, 
cycle and public transport 
facilities the night-time 
economy

The proposal will substantially increase the resident population of Liverpool CBD, and will create more public spaces for events, for people to 
gather, and to encourage entertainment uses, cafes and restaurants that build on the heritage character of the site and its relationship with the 
Georges River. The proposal will increase activity levels, be well connected with the rest of the CBD, and will deliver a range of different commercial, 
marketplace, retail entertainment and hospitality uses.

Encourage a vibrant mix 
of uses, new lifestyle and 
entertainment uses to 
activate streets and grow 
the night-time economy

The proposal will substantially increase the resident population of Liverpool CBD, and will create more public spaces for events, for people to 
gather, and to encourage entertainment uses, cafes and restaurants that build on the heritage character of the site and its relationship with the 
Georges River.  The proposal will increase activity levels, be well connected with the rest of the CBD, and will deliver a range of different commercial, 
marketplace, retail entertainment and hospitality uses.

Capitalise on the Western 
Sydney Airport and 
Western Sydney City Deal 
initiatives.

Liverpool has been earmarked as the location for the WSA Co. head offices, and provides a key link between the Western Sydney Airport and 
Kingsford Smith Airport.
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These aims are very clearly aligned to the vision and 
intended outcomes for the Liverpool Waterfront 
Planning Proposal, particularly relating to 
improvement of the Georges River environment and 
revitalisation of the Liverpool CBD. The proponent has 
been working collaboratively with Council staff and 
other stakeholders over the last two years with the 
intention of arriving at a development scheme for the 
site that will be supported by all key stakeholders. The 
aims above have helped to frame the planning process 
to date for Liverpool Waterfront. The proposed 
masterplan, planning controls and infrastructure 
delivery commitments directly contribute to achieving 
all the above aims. 
Liverpool Waterfront is the key opportunity to 
facilitate Liverpool becoming a CBD that is recognised 
and competitive on a metropolitan scale. It will create 
capacity, and a delivery framework, for giving the 
community access to the Georges River foreshore, 
meeting the diverse housing needs of south-western 
Sydney residents in a location that is close to 
transport, local jobs, education and health care, and 
increasing the diversity of economic activity and job 
availability in south western Sydney. 
It is critical that the planning and delivery processes 
for ‘Collaboration Areas’ involves private sector 
stakeholders who have the capacity to implement 
critical elements of a shared vision for Liverpool. The 
Liverpool Waterfront developers would welcome 
the opportunity to be involved in any ongoing 
collaboration with the Commission, Council and other 
key stakeholders to develop this regionally significant 
development opportunity site.

The Liverpool Waterfront site echoes the principles of 
the 30-minute city in the draft Western City District 
Plan and will be consistent with best practice for 
Transit-Oriented Development. The large scale of the 
site will allow for a consolidated response to each of 
the key characteristics which include:
• capacity for local infrastructure delivery and 

contributions to regional infrastructure like 
the Sydney Metro corridor to Liverpool and an 
expanded bus-rail interchange; 

• excellent accessibility for residents and workers 
because the site is immediately adjacent to the 
existing Liverpool CBD and because the proposal 
will improve connectivity across the Georges River, 
particularly for pedestrians and cyclists;

• opportunity to address housing supply and 
affordability issues and to significantly contribute 
to the supply of housing types that are better 
aligned with projected demographics and 
household structures;

• opportunity to support economic and jobs growth, 
in particular the diversification of employment 
opportunities in smart jobs sectors where south-
western Sydney is behind other parts of Sydney, 
and in health and education, which are opportunity 
sectors for Liverpool;

• delivery of wide ranging public benefits, including 
community facilities, public spaces, and access to a 
rehabilitated Georges River foreshore; and

• A more connected community, both in terms of 
the ability for people to access Liverpool CBD, and 
opportunities for community interaction within the 
public and semi-public parts of the site;

The draft District Plan outlines key job targets for 
Liverpool by 2036 of 36,000 to 39,000 jobs. This 
is an increase of 7,000 to 10,000 jobs from the 
2016 estimate of 29,000 jobs. The Plan seeks to 
create ‘Smart Liverpool’ – that is, a city of business 
innovation and health and education excellence. 
The site is currently occupied by Prysmian Cables, 
a specialised manufacturer of steel cables for 
electricity, telecommunications and other purposes.  
Prysmian has a skilled workforce, and it is critical 
that its operations remain in south western Sydney. 
However, having operated at this site since the mid-
1900s, Prysmian’s operations would benefit from 
relocation to a new, larger and purpose-built facility 
that has better freight access. The proponents are 
working closely with Prysmian to identify a suitable 
site to relocate their operations with this to be in the 
Western City region. 

We acknowledge that the draft District Plans 
propose a precautionary approach to the rezoning 
of employment and urban services land.  It is 
critical that these “back of house” functions are 
not marginalised given the important role they play 
in job creation and providing essential services. 
However, Liverpool Waterfront is not the right 
location for these uses in south-western Sydney. The 
opportunities to increase employment diversity and 
the delivery of ‘smart’ jobs in health and education is 
too great on this site and outweighs the important 
contribution existing manufacturing operations 
make to the district economy.  



31Liverpool Waterfront

6. Public Benefit

2. Access

1. Place making

5. Increased
Economic
Activity

4. Housing
Supply

3. Infrastructure
capacity

TRANSIT
ORIENTED

DEVELOPMENT

Sustainable

P
roductive Livea

bl
e

Figure 16. Liverpool Waterfront offers opportunities to address several key attributes of the draft Plan

Specifically, for this site, Prysmian Cables has a 
strong desire to remain in Liverpool LGA, because 
it has a highly specialised and skilled workforce, 
but would ideally be located further to the west in 
a newer industrial precinct where a more modern, 
purpose built facility can be constructed.  This means 
that specialist manufacturing industries will not be 
lost as a result of rezoning of the precinct, but will 
be relocated to a better location, enabling the site 
to fulfil its core objective of expanding the Liverpool 
city centre across the Georges River.

Liverpool Waterfront, as a whole precinct, will have 
capacity for up to 94,000 square metres of floor 
space for commercial, community, educational and 
health related uses and will be suitable for a wide 
range of ‘smart’ jobs. The precinct will benefit from 
excellent amenity and access to Liverpool Hospital 
and the Western Sydney University and Wollongong 
University campuses. This will create opportunities 
for start-up businesses, innovation clusters 
related to the hospital and higher education and an 
increased proportion of knowledge intensive jobs 
that is currently lacking in the South West District. 
In particular, the site has potential to provide 
between 4,700 and 6,500 jobs through a mix of retail, 
commercial, education and health services provided 
on site.
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The Planning Proposal also proposes up to 
14,000 square metres of retail floor space, cafes, 
restaurants and a marketplace that will conserve 
and re-purpose former factory buildings and enable 
local producers to sell their products. This will align 
with Council’s draft Georges River Masterplan, to 
expand and create a river-focused Liverpool CBD, 
creating a new focal point of activity within the CBD 
and supporting its role as a destination for visitors. 
The re-use of buildings will showcase and preserve 
physical linkages with the critical role the site has 
played in the industrial economy of Sydney.

To achieve renewal of the site, Liverpool Waterfront 
implements a philosophy centred on the concept of a 
place to live, learn, work and play, by: 

• accommodation of higher employment densities;

• delivering a high amenity employment location 
to attract investment in new commercial 
development by orienting the site to the Georges 
River and creating a high quality public domain; 

• provision of residential uses as an enabler; and

• flexible land use zones to encourage a 24-hour 
city centre, with a vibrant day time and night time 
economy.

A flexible mixed-use land use zone which permits a 
variety of residential and commercial land uses will 
enable a wide range of complementary land uses to 
co-exist on the site and for development to respond 
to changing market preferences.

Figure 17. Liverpool Waterfront proposes multiple improvements to the site to facilitate urban renewal

RESIDENTIAL USES AS AN ENABLER
• Residential to activate and enable new local urban 

services, retail and other business premises

INCLUDE FLEXIBLE LAND USE ZONES
• Current zone (IN2) not suitable

• More flexible zoning required to:

 - respond to renewal opportunities and 
demonstrated need within the Precinct

 - enable diverse composition of employment uses 
such as urban services through good design

IMPROVE WORKER AMENITY / MEET HIGHER 
ORDER TENANT REQUIREMENTS
• Accommodate higher order uses through improved 

amenity and place-making, including access to retail, child 
care facilities, community facilities, quality public open 
space and lifestyle options

ACCOMMODATE A DIVERSE RANGE OF 
POPULATION SERVING BUSINESS TYPES
• Retaining key urban services to support local population

• Creating a new retail core to service local community

• Commercial office space included to support local service 
businesses, including:

 - Professional services 
(e.g. accountants, tax advisor)

 - Commercial services (e.g. bank/medical services)

 - Child care services

JOBS & 
ECONOMY 
ACHIEVING 
RENEWAL
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Table 6 – Urban Renewal Precinct Locational Criteria

Criteria Liverpool Waterfront Response
Alignment with investment 
in regional and district 
infrastructure

The Sydney Metro South-West is proposed to run from the Sydney CBD to Bankstown, with frequent services to unlock that portion of 
Sydney for residents. An anticipated extension of that metro line from Bankstown to Liverpool, with an interchange at the existing Liverpool 
Railway Station is currently being investigated by TfNSW.
Extending the metro from Bankstown to Liverpool, then continuing further west to the airport, would provide the most direct, highest 
frequency and best integrated rail connection between the new airport and key destinations in metropolitan Sydney.
This would allow access to Sydney CBD, Parramatta, Campbelltown and wider to Penrith. It would still allow for future expansion of the 
network from Leppington in the south to Penrith in the north, to create a north-south rail link, with the airport in between. Whether that 
connection is part of a future high-speed rail network would be the subject of future studies.

Accessibility to jobs, noting 
close to half of Greater 
Sydney’s jobs are generated in 
strategic centres

Liverpool CBD is well connected through the existing rail network to nearby strategic centres. The addition of the Sydney Metro extension to 
Liverpool and through the Liverpool Waterfront site would create additional connections into the wider Sydney region. 

Accessibility to regional 
transport, noting that 
high frequency transport 
services can create efficient 
connections to local transport 
services and expand the 
catchment area of people who 
can access regional transport

Liverpool is strategically located near to both rail and road transport networks including the M5 and M7 Motorways. The site is within 200 
metres of Liverpool Station, and will be directly accessible via new pedestrian bridges across the Georges River. The NSW Government is 
investigating extension of the Sydney Metro from Bankstown to Liverpool, and options under consideration for rail access to the Western 
Sydney Airport could also pass through Liverpool.  Liverpool therefore has the potential to central to major investment in new transport 
infrastructure that will make it regionally accessible from the north, south, east and west. In the context of metropolitan Sydney, it is uniquely 
positioned to capitalise on the growth of jobs and population in the Western Parkland City.

The catchment area that is 
within walking distance of 
centres with rail, light rail or 
regional bus transport

The Liverpool Waterfront precinct is situated within 700m of the Liverpool Railway Station and bus interchange. Extension of the metro 
line from Bankstown to Liverpool could result in additional stations located near or in the precinct.  The planning proposal includes a bus 
interchange on the site that will improve accessibility to Liverpool Station and CBD, particularly from the east.

4.3 Criteria for urban renewal precincts
The draft District Plan states that creating capacity for new housing in appropriate locations needs criteria to identify where the capacity is to be located. 
Furthermore, existing and proposed infrastructure needs to guide urban renewal opportunities. Locational criteria has been proposed by the GSC in the draft 
District Plan for urban renewal investigation opportunities as outlined below.
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Criteria Liverpool Waterfront Response

Other considerations

The feasibility of development, 
including financial viability 
across a range of housing 
configurations (one, two, 
three or more bedrooms) 
and consistency with market 
demand

The proposal will include a mix of housing types, retail, commercial and community uses to respond to strong anticipated market demand 
across a range of sectors.  Demand for more housing, smaller dwellings and more affordable housing options will be met, in a location that is 
well serviced by transport, health care, education and employment opportunities.

Heritage and cultural elements, 
visual impacts, natural hazards 
such as flooding, special land 
uses and other environmental 
constraints

These issues have been addressed in the planning proposal and can be explored and resolved in more detail as the proposal proceeds through 
the assessment process.

Local features such as 
topography, lot sizes, strata 
ownership and the transition 
between different built forms

These issues have been addressed in the planning proposal and can be explored and resolved in more detail as the proposal proceeds through 
the assessment process.

The staging of enabling 
infrastructure, upgrades 
or expansions of social 
infrastructure such as local 
schools, open space and 
community facilities.

These issues have been addressed in the planning proposal and can be explored and resolved in more detail as the proposal proceeds through 
the assessment process.



35Liverpool Waterfront

5.0 Western Sydney Airport

Liverpool is strategically positioned to leverage 
development and economic benefits from the 
Western Sydney Airport. The Airport is seen by the 
Greater Sydney Commission as the economic driver 
of the Western Parkland City. The staged delivery 
of a world class airport will mature over time and 
is anticipated to play a primary role in servicing 
Sydney’s aviation requirements. The airport will be 
capable of both international and domestic flights 
from the commencement of operations in 2026, and 
has been designed to support dual runways once 
the demand arises. 24-hour operations will provide 
a competitive advantage over Kingsford Smith 
Airport, particularly for freight and international 
passenger travel. Substantial growth opportunities 
are anticipated for the surrounding area, with 
employment forecasts for the airport expected to 
exceed 28,000 direct jobs generated five years after 
opening of the airport. The demand for air services 
within the Sydney region is forecast to double over 
the next 20 years, from 36.7 million in 2010 to 76.8 
million trips in 2034.

The future Airport, and the associated Western 
City aerotropolis, comprises a multi-centred 
development model which is based on the specialist 
advanced industry clusters which can benefit from 
proximity to aviation facilities. Liverpool, alongside 
Penrith, Campbelltown-Macarthur and the Badgerys 
Creek Aerotropolis, is identified as a key node in 
the Metropolitan City Cluster.  The Greater Sydney 
Region Plan notes that, particularly in the earlier 
years of airport operations, centres like Liverpool, 

that are well connected to the airport, will be critical 
to supporting the growth of the airport and the 
western Sydney economy.  

Liverpool is best positioned to benefit from this 
future economic centre, given the proposed location 
of the future aerotropolis core to the south-west 
of the airport itself, in a location which will be 
directly accessible from Liverpool city centre, and 
the location of the WSA Co. head office in Liverpool 
CBD. Liverpool CBD is the best opportunity to deliver 
a 30-minute city with access from a wide range of 
locations to Liverpool, and direct connections by 
road and public transport possible from Liverpool 
from day one of airport operations, with minimal 
investment in public transport by extending the 
South West Rail Line from Rossmore to the airport. 
Liverpool is:

• 23 minutes by train from Parramatta

• 17 minutes by train to Leppington (with an ongoing 
connection to the airport likely to be in the order of 
an additional ten minutes)

• 23 minutes to Campbelltown

• 44 minutes to Kingsford Smith Airport via the 
East Hills Line

• An hour to Sydney CBD, with potentially significant 
reductions in travel time once the Sydney Metro 
network is extended from Bankstown to Liverpool

Liverpool is therefore better placed than any other 
strategic centre in the cluster to act as a hub for 
airport related activity.

The WSA presents significant opportunities for 
Liverpool because of its proposed curfew-free 
status, allowing for 24-hour connectivity to domestic 
and international markets. This will attract a 
range of sectors to locate around the airport and 
surrounding areas, including Liverpool, and include:

• Logistics and distribution;

• Food manufacturing and export;

• Medical technologies;

• Defence and aerospace; and

• Tourism.

The location of Liverpool and the Liverpool 
Waterfront proposal provides several key features 
for the future WSA:

• Liverpool provides the largest commercial hub of 
the nearby strategic centres to the WSA site;

• The location halfway between WSA and Kingsford 
Smith Airport would allow businesses to operate 
from Liverpool across both airports; 

• Contains a strong mix of industries including 
health, education and public administration; and

• Leading edge anchor institutions are working to 
create a health and education precinct centred on 
Liverpool.
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Figure 18. Rail connections to and from Liverpool
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As above, there are several sectors that the WSA will 
create opportunities for, with Liverpool Waterfront 
well positioned to capitalise and contribute to the 
enhancement of these areas. The below are of particular 
relevance to the site and its offerings to Liverpool.

The WSA itself is anticipated to create 8,730 direct 
jobs and a further 6,900 full-time equivalent jobs in the 
surrounding area to 2030. Those 6,900 jobs can nearly 
be fully accommodated on the Liverpool Waterfront 
site, which has capacity for between 4,700 and 6,500 
jobs. There will be significant scope to diversify and 
strengthen the employment profile with capacity for 
smart jobs related to the WSA, Liverpool Hospital 
and higher education, and potential for start-up 
businesses and an innovation hub. 

5.3.1 Medical technologies
Health and knowledge workers in Liverpool account 
for approximately 20% of total worker population 
(about 15,000 persons), and is expected to increase 
to 25% by 2036. Liverpool is anticipated to become 
a hub for development of health-related technology 
including robotics, medical devices, prosthetics and 
pharmaceuticals. The Liverpool Waterfront precinct 
is well positioned to contribute to the establishment 
of Liverpool as a health and education hub through 
provision of a key location to centralise health and 
research facilities with direct connectivity to the 
Liverpool Hospital.

5.1 Liverpool Waterfront 
and WSA 
Opportunities

Figure 19. The Badgerys Creek aerotropolis
Source: PwC Liverpool: The Gateway to Sydney’s Aerotropolis
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The preferred alignments for a direct rail connection 
from Liverpool, or via Leppington to the WSA is 
best suited as the future rail connection from the 
Western Sydney Airport to Liverpool due to Liverpool 
Railway Station’s existing services into the wider 
suburban network. 

As outlined within the Western Sydney Rail Needs 
Scoping Study, a connection direct from Liverpool to 
the airport site opens opportunities for development 
at new stations along the rail line. Station locations 
could include Middleton Grange, Kemps Creek and 
Badgerys Creek, before the airport site. This would 
allow for redevelopment of these areas (subject to 
appropriate planning) while providing residential 
accommodation for future workers of the airport 
site. With a potential extension of the Sydney 
Metro from Bankstown to Liverpool, passengers 
interchanging at Liverpool will have choice in 
transportation options, including the metro, the 
existing heavy rail and many bus services, to suit 
what best meets their needs. It will also service the 
population that is anticipated to work and use the 
Western Sydney Airport. 

5.2 Rail Connectivity to 
WSA

If a rail corridor was to proceed along this preferred 
alignment, the potential interchange between the 
heavy rail and the metro would allow for significant 
redevelopment of Liverpool to better position 
the CBD as the strategic centre of South-West 
Sydney. An interchange would be a catalyst for 
private investment east of the Georges River that 
would make a significant contribution to Liverpool’s 
emergence as the Regional City of south-western 
Sydney, in line with Council’s aims of activating the 
city centre.

Furthermore, utilising the existing rail network 
between Liverpool and Leppington, with a new 
connection from Leppington to WSA, would likely 
create efficiencies in construction and design, and 
is the closest point on the current Sydney Trains 
network to link public transport to the airport.

5.3.2 Logistics, distribution and 
freight forwarders

The Liverpool Waterfront precinct proposes a large 
proportion of commercial floor space. This space 
allows for freight companies to operate business and 
support services in a location (being Liverpool) that 
is halfway between potential freight operations at 
the WSA and Sydney Airport. Liverpool’s connectivity 
to transport networks would allow for direct access 
between both airport sites.

5.3.3 Defence and aerospace
Clustering of defence and aerospace activities near 
to the WSA (including in Liverpool) will support the 
growth of the aerotropolis through allowing companies 
to have direct links to export partners and markets, 
enabling better connectivity between contractors and 
equipment manufacturers and opening training and 
skill development opportunities.
Importantly, Northrop Grunman have committed to 
building a $50m complex to support electronic warfare 
equipment and advanced electronics. Liverpool is well 
positioned to be the beneficiary of this, with Northrop 
Grunman also aiming to create relationships with 
several universities for training purposes.

5.3.4 Tourism
The introduction of the WSA (and its related 
aerotropolis) is anticipated to provide a significant 
boost to tourism in Western Sydney. Currently, 45% 
of international visitors to the area are visiting friends 
and relatives, with domestic visitors at 47% for the 
same purpose. Liverpool Waterfront will offer a new 
destination for visitors to the area, allowing Liverpool 
to act as a central ‘base’ when using the WSA as the 
main gateway to the Western City.
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6.0 Conclusion

The Liverpool Waterfront proponents support the 
draft GSRP and Western City District Plan. The 
strategic direction for Liverpool as a Strategic Centre 
is aligned with the proponent’s vision for Liverpool 
particularly in context with the Western City Deal 
and the Western Sydney Airport. The development of 
Liverpool as an urban centre will enhance its standing 
as one of the four strategic opportunity centres 
linking to the Western Sydney Airport, including 
Penrith, Blacktown and Campbelltown-Macarthur, 
which will form the Western City.

The site is ideally situated to deliver on a number 
of actions in the draft Western City District Plan. 
The Planning Proposal and masterplan for the site 
illustrate how Liverpool Waterfront could be developed 
to deliver on the desired strategic planning outcomes 
of the draft District Plan. The site is capable of 
accommodating a mix of residential and employment 
uses that will contribute to the local housing stock 
and provide greater housing choice in the district, and 
supporting the growth of Liverpool Strategic Centre 
and its role within the metropolitan context. 

There is clearly a significant opportunity for 
Liverpool Waterfront to transition from industrial 
uses to a higher order centre that is a natural, 
logical expansion of Liverpool CBD east of the 
Georges River. It will not only deliver the capacity for 
additional and more diverse jobs and housing, but will 
re-establish Liverpool as a river city focused on its 
primary natural asset, the Georges River.  

It is critical that the collaborative process envisaged 
by the Greater Sydney Commission involves private 
stakeholders with the ability to implement essential 
fundamentals of a shared vision for Liverpool.  The 
Liverpool Waterfront developers welcome the 
opportunity to be involved in ongoing collaboration 
with the Commission, Liverpool Council and other 
key stakeholders to develop this regionally significant 
development opportunity site. This collaboration, 
along with engagement to establish policy settings 
and contribution rates for developer levies, will 
ensure the development of Liverpool will occur in 
accordance with the desired outcomes as outlined 
in the draft District Plan, Council’s own planning 
documents including the Georges River Masterplan, 
and the Liverpool Waterfront Planning Proposal. 

The regional significance of the site due to 
its location and single-ownership present an 
opportunity to provide appropriately located and 
serviced residential and commercial development, 
to contribute to achieving housing and employment 
goals. The final District Plans must define land 
use, housing and employment outcomes for sites 
of strategic significance to metropolitan Sydney.  
Liverpool Waterfront is one of these sites, and the 
draft GSRP and draft Western City District Plan 
should set targets and strategic outcomes to assist 
Council and the private sector to deliver.

It will contribute substantially to Liverpool 
fulfilling its role as the primary Strategic Centre 
in south-western Sydney, and a critical hub in the 
metropolitan city cluster around the Western Sydney 
Airport. The Liverpool Waterfront can provide a 
major catalyst for this change through its delivery of 
a Transit-Oriented Development as the site:

• benefits from its location adjacent to the existing 
Liverpool Railway Station and potential extension 
of the Sydney Metro from Bankstown (noting 
consultation has occurred regarding a future 
alignment and a preservation corridor) and any 
future rail corridor to the Western Sydney Airport 
at Badgery’s Creek;

• is highly accessible for workers and residents 
with many of Sydney’s key employment areas 
and recreation destinations able to be accessible 
within 30 minutes (the 30-minute city);

• provides a significant opportunity to address 
housing supply and affordability issues through 
the provision of housing for all stages, ages and 
income levels close to infrastructure networks;

• can facilitate economic and employment growth 
through transitioning towards a more intense 
commercial activity and density on-site, with 
residential and retail uses required as an enabler; and

• provides the opportunity to deliver public 
benefit and community connectivity through 
infrastructure and rehabilitation of the Georges 
River and Haigh Park associated with the renewal 
of the site.
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