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Eastern City District Plan & Greater Sydney Plans: a submission 

 

LIVEABILITY 

Housing: Building standards for multi-unit dwellings need to be upgraded and enforced. Currently 

the developer does not have long-term responsibility, leaving the residents and bodies-corporate 

with costly repairs, in relatively new buildings. We have seen interference between basement car-

parks and the water table, causing costly, long term problems for the building owners and 

neighbours, and damage to the aquifer. 

We need quality buildings, not the slums of the future. Natural light, air flow, open space, decent-

sized rooms, privacy, protection from road noise. Designs must obviate the need for energy-

intensive use of clothing dryers, heaters and air-conditioning. This must be addressed before anyone 

even thinks about a new block of home units anywhere. 

I realize that the inner-east has been targeted for increased density due to its proximity to CBD and 

central transport nodes, but please do not reproduce in the Eastern City the walls and towers and 

huge blocks which I have seen along the railway line to Parramatta, roads to Rhodes and 

thereabouts. Sydney is for the residents who live here, not a machine for making developers 

wealthy by increasing population. 

 

 I am aware of and sensitive to the attitudes of our residents. 

 

Healthy communities: Build Olympic swimming pools, each one with a feeder area of less than one 

kilometre radius, thus increasing liveability in our coastal city with its beach and ocean culture and 

international competitive swimming record. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY 

Greenhouse gas emissions: Building designs must obviate the need for energy-intensive use of 

clothing dryers, heaters and air-conditioning. The ideaas for 30-minute city and walking and cycling 

should also help with this. 

We need on-site composting for all buildings, and provision for locally-grown food. 

 

Open space, tree canopy: 

Green roofs and walls are not a substitute for open space and tree canopy in parks and streets. They 

are merely a band-aid approach for failure to provide genuine green spaces. 

As a volunteer bush regenerator, and a coastal dweller, I am passionate about maintaining existing 

urban bushland and a healthy coastline. Many people won’t start to miss the urban bush until it has 

started to disappear … don’t allow this to happen! 

 

Overall, I am desperate that we take care of nature, so nature will take care of us. I am not a young 

person worried about my future, but a recently retired person who has seen too much abuse of 

nature over my lifetime, both in cities and in the bush. Now we have a new threat, climate change 

and sea-level rises- do not ignore! 

 

PRODUCTIVITY 

Environmental sustainability must be the limiting factor in any plan for growth. “No economy 

without natural environment” should be the mantra for the 21st century. Economy can no longer be 

the only driver for society. The Plans seem to be based on constant growth: where will it end? 

 

IMPLEMENTATION … COLLABORATION 

I commend the submission of Randwick City Council, in particular their recommendations that 

local issues including housing remain in Council hands. 

 
 13 December 2017 
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