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15 December 2017 

Greater Sydney Commission 

PO Box 257 

Parramatta 2124 

SYDNEY METRO AIRPORTS (BANKSTOWN AND CAMDEN AIRPORTS) - 
SUBMISSION TO THE DRAFT DISTRICT PLANS  

This submission is made to the Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) on behalf of Sydney Metro 
Airports (comprising Bankstown Airport Limited and Camden Airport Limited), in response to the NSW 
Government’s recently published Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan and the draft District Plans (South 
and Western City Districts) (the draft Plans). 

OVERVIEW 
This submission is summarised as follows: 

1. Sydney Metro Airports complements the NSW Government on the release of the suite of strategic
planning documents comprising, (i) draft Greater Sydney Region Plan 2056, (ii) draft District
Plans, (iii) draft Future Transport Strategy 2056, and (iv) draft Greater Sydney Services and
Infrastructure Plan.  The integrated framework of the plans provides a strong foundation for the
long-term planning and investment required to support the efficient growth of Sydney.

2. Sydney Metro Airports endorses the recognition of Bankstown Airport in the draft Region Plan and
South District Plan as a site of metropolitan strategic significance, being a ‘Trade Gateway’.
Sydney Metro Airports seeks the opportunity to clarify and refine expectations around the desired
future role and function of the airport for aviation, enterprise and broader urban development
purposes.

3. Sydney Metro Airports endorses the designation of the Bankstown Airport – Milperra Collaboration
Area. This framework offers the potential to foster innovative and integrated actions that will
expedite economic activity and catalytic urban regeneration benefitting this region.  Sydney Metro
Airports requests the Collaboration Area process be initiated as soon as possible to align with the
process of reviewing the airport Master Plan which is underway.

4. In support of the advancement of the significant economic and strategic opportunities at
Bankstown Airport, Sydney Metro Airports request that investigations into the extension of the
Sydney Metro from South-West to Liverpool be advanced as a short term priority, including
assessment of the strategic benefits arising from locating a station at Bankstown Airport.

5. Sydney Metro Airports requests that Camden Airport be appropriately identified in the Western
City District Plan as an operational airport and that further consideration be given to identifying
infrastructure and services required to support its function and growth as an operational general
aviation airport.
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1. SYDNEY METRO AIRPORTS 
Sydney Metro Airports, comprising Bankstown and Camden airports, are leading General Aviation and 
Recreation Airports in New South Wales. The Airports operate through the entities of Bankstown 
Airport Limited (BAL) and Camden Airport Limited (CAL) respectively, collectively referred to as 
Sydney Metro Airports.  

The Commonwealth of Australia owns the land on which the Airports operate, and BAL and CAL 
respectively hold long-term registered head leases from the Commonwealth over the land comprising 
the Airports. BAL and CAL are owned by FSS Trustee Corporation as trustee for First State 
Superannuation Scheme (First State Super). First State Super has appointed Altis Property Partners 
as the Investment Manager (Altis) for both the Airports. 

Sydney Metro Airports key priorities are to maintain the ability to evolve to meet changes in aviation 
transport demand and industry trends, and contribute to the region’s productivity and competitive 
advantage. It is evident from the strong focus of the draft District Plans on the western Aerotropolis 
(Western Sydney Airport) that the role and function of aviation in Sydney is undergoing change.  

To this end the Sydney Metro Airports and a consultant team has undertaken a strategic planning 
process to scope opportunities for the future – including the potential for the expansion of integrated 
and complementary land uses on both sites. This will continue to be an important priority for Sydney 
Metro Airports as new opportunities emerge with the transformation of Greater Sydney.  

Sydney Metro Airports is proactively engaged with State and Local Government regarding the 
strategic planning for the airports and have previously made submissions to the Greater Sydney 
Commission in March 2017 regarding the draft District Plans relevant to both Bankstown and Camden 
Airports. Most recently in December 2017, Sydney Metro Airports have also prepared submissions to 
Transport for NSW regarding the Draft Future Transport Strategy 2056 and the Greater Sydney Draft 
Services and Infrastructure Plan.  

Bankstown Airport 

Bankstown Airport is a significant landholding of 313ha strategically positioned in the centre of 
metropolitan Sydney and close to major economic and residential growth areas in South West 
Sydney, with large parcels of vacant development land. Bankstown Airport is an important location for 
aviation and non-aviation business operations, employing many people, with planning underway to 
enhance the Airport’s contribution to regional employment and enterprise.  

The airport operates within a niche role in the Sydney market, providing pilot and aviation support 
training facilities (including the TAFE NSW, Box Hill Institute TAFE, University of NSW and TOLL 
Aeromedical Centre of Excellence); aviation and non-aviation related commercial activity (including 
Hawker Pacific, Bunnings and Pickles Auctions; and emergency services (including the NSW Police 
Force Aviation Support Branch (PolAir), NSW Ambulance Helicopters, National Parks & Wildlife 
Services (NPWS) and Newborn and pediatric Emergency Transport Service (NETS)). There is 
significant opportunity to further grow and develop this market at the site, with no other comparable 
location in Sydney.    
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Figure 1 – Aerial view of Bankstown Airport 

 
Source: Nearmap 

 

Camden Airport 

Camden Airport is a contiguous land area of circa 200ha for general aviation activity, hosting small 
aircraft operations in the commercial, private, sports and recreational aviation sectors. Camden Airport 
has a reputation as Australia’s leading sports/recreational aviation airport. The traffic forecasts set out 
in the Camden Airport Master Plan identify a growth in aircraft movements from around 94,000 in 
2013/14 to around 112,000 in 2034/35, signalling the potential for growth in airport operations and 
associated land use.  

Like Bankstown Airport, strategic planning for Camden Airport is ongoing. The Camden Airport Master 
Plan (2015), prepared by CAL, presents a comprehensive master plan to set out the strategic direction 
and guide development of the Airport over the next 20 years. This includes both the aviation and non-
aviation development concepts for the Airport land and covers key issues such as road traffic, 
infrastructure, environmental management and heritage protection and provides a five-year 
implementation plan. 
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2. SUBMISSION 
On behalf of Sydney Metro Airports, we make the following submission regarding the draft Plans: 

2.1. SUPPORT FOR GOVERNMENT’S STRATEGIC PLANS 
Sydney Metro Airports complement Government on the release of the suite of strategic planning 
documents comprising, (i) draft Greater Sydney Region Plan 2056, (ii) draft District Plans, (iii) draft 
Future Transport Strategy 2056 and (iv) draft Greater Sydney Services and Infrastructure Plan (the 
draft Plans).   

The integrated framework provided in these draft Plans provides a much needed and strong 
foundation for the long-term planning and investment required to support the efficient growth of 
Sydney. 

2.2. SUPPORT FOR THE TRADE GATEWAY DESIGNATION 
Sydney Metro Airports endorses the recognition of Bankstown Airport in the Region Plan and South 
District Plan as a site of metropolitan strategic significance, being a ‘Trade Gateway’.  

Inclusion of Bankstown Airport in the draft Region Plan and South District Plan as a ‘Trade Gateway’ 
properly reflects the critical contribution the airport plays today, and even more so into the future, 
within the Sydney metropolitan area.  Including Bankstown Airport with Port Botany, Sydney Airport 
and Western Sydney Airport as key ‘trade’ precincts, ensures future planning and development of 
Bankstown Airport is prioritised. Sydney Metro Airports supports the range of strategic actions outlined 
in Strategy 16.1 of the draft Region Plan. 

In advancing the strategic planning for Bankstown Airport, Sydney Metro Airports seeks the 
opportunity to clarify and refine expectations around the desired future role and function of Bankstown 
Airport for aviation, enterprise and broader urban development purposes.  Central to this is recognition 
that Bankstown Airport is one of the largest urban infill sites under 25km from each of the three 
metropolitan cities contemplated in the draft Region and District Plans. 

Bankstown Airport is a catalyst for the transformation of the region to provide higher value adding 
economic activity, offering significant benefits to a sustainable and vibrant future for this growing part 
of Sydney. Visioning work, supported by economic and land use planning commenced by Sydney 
Metro Airports, canvasses a range of potential growth scenarios optimising the strategic value of this 
site. 

Plans are being developed guiding the evolution of Bankstown Airport to better capitalise on its 
strategic location, particularly through increased enterprise and business investment on the site 
underpinned by improved transport connections, including a potential future metro station.  The 
evolution of Bankstown Airport seeks to define the scale and form of aviation related activity having 
regard to the changing pattern of aviation activity in Sydney Basin arising from the commencement of 
Western Sydney Airport (WSA).  Integrated with aviation activity is a clearly recognised opportunity to 
better utilise the large land area of Bankstown Airport for broader value adding, enterprise and 
economic activity. 
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Sydney Metro Airports is continuing to advance the planning for the desired future of Bankstown 
Airport, and looks forward to working with the GSC to ensure this future is properly reflected in the 
draft Region and District Plan. 

2.3. SUPPORT FOR THE COLLABORATION AREA 
Sydney Metro Airports endorses the designation of the Bankstown Airport - Milperra Collaboration 
Area.  

Reinforcing the strategic prioritisation of the site as a ‘Trade Gateway’ and inclusion in a ‘Collaboration 
Area’ provides an important opportunity to foster innovative and integrated actions, expediting 
economic activity and catalytic urban regeneration generating benefits to this region.   Sydney Metro 
Airports is excited by the opportunity to play a lead role in this process and requests that this be 
initiated as soon as possible to align with the consultations and strategic reviews associated with the 
five-yearly review of the Airport Master Plans which is underway. 

Sydney Metro Airports commends the GSC in advancing the ‘Collaboration Area’ initiatives articulated 
in the draft Region Plan.  A coordinated approach to long term planning, supported by an integrated 
approach to prioritising and funding infrastructure investment, is essential to ‘unlock’ the potential of 
key areas.  We support the objectives articulated in the draft South City District Plan for Bankstown 
Airport-Milperra Collaboration Area being: 

‘To develop a long-term economic strategy. This will: 

 improve transport connections to the broader District 

 integrate planning for the airport with planning of surrounding lands 

 coordinate infrastructure delivery 

 facilitate advanced manufacturing and innovation 

 expand opportunities stemming from Western Sydney University Bankstown Campus and 
the University of NSW Aviation School.’ 

Sydney Metro Airports has commenced strategic planning for Bankstown Airport and is well placed to 
engage with the GSC and other stakeholders in advancing the collaboration process.  We request the 
opportunity to meet with the GSC to define the collaboration process and to advance the timing of this 
to align with airport Master Planning work already underway.  

2.4. EXTENSION OF METRO SOUTH WEST TO LIVERPOOL VIA BANKSTOWN 
AIRPORT 

In support of the advancement of the economic and strategic opportunities presented at Bankstown 
Airport, Sydney Metro Airports requests that the investigations into the extension of the Sydney Metro 
South-West to Liverpool be advanced as a short term priority, including assessment of the strategic 
benefits arising from locating a station at Bankstown Airport. 

The draft Region Plan and South City District Plan identify visionary initiatives for future transport 
connections within the Greater Sydney area, including the potential South-West Metro extension to 
Liverpool.  The proposed metro extension to Liverpool represents the key infrastructure required to 
support the urban transformation of South West Sydney to provide economic and living opportunities 
appropriate for this burgeoning growth region.  The benefits of this extension, including the opportunity 
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to place a station at Bankstown Airport, are profound and necessary to underwrite the growth targets 
for the Bankstown Airport-Milperra Collaboration Area and broader region. 

Sydney Metro Airports is disappointed the draft Western City District Plan does not identify the Metro 
South West Extension to Liverpool as a short-term priority, and requests review of this. As identified in 
the previous submission to the Sydney Metro Expansion Study, an extended network will facilitate 
improved ease of access for people travelling to and from the region, enabling greater access to 
employment opportunities and the ’30-minute city’ objective.   

Sydney Metro Airports is advancing the planning of the airport with the potential to accommodate a 
future metro station and seeks the opportunity to collaborate with TfNSW and the GSC on the 
identification and preservation of this corridor as an immediate priority. Further, we would welcome 
discussions with the NSW Government on the role we can play in supporting the early advancement 
of the metro extension and associated corridor protection at the airport. 

2.5. RECOGNITION OF CAMDEN AIRPORT  
Camden Airport is not identified in the draft Western City District Plan in any form. Camden Airport will 
continue to provide a mix of aviation and non-aviation land uses on the site and it is important that the 
site is recognised through the plan and reflects the master planning which has occurred for the site. 
Sydney Metro Airports recognise the emphasis of the draft Western City District Plan on the WSA. 
There is a clear focus on aviation and ancillary supporting employment industries in the future of the 
Western City.   

Camden Airport currently facilitates a wide variety of aircraft for recreational and private uses providing 
employment and jobs to the area. Camden Airport’s position and function in the region alongside the 
potential for the strategic growth of the Airport should be recognised in the Western City District Plan. 
The airport has a future role to play with the provision of jobs and employment to the western district, 
connected to both aviation and non-aviation uses. Camden Airport supports nearby residential and 
economic centres, leveraging off transport connections and providing jobs closer to homes. This 
should be reflected through the protection of land surrounding the airport.  

It is important to recognise the role Camden Airport may have to play in supporting WSA. The 
relationship between the two airports should be explored and at a minimum, Camden Airport should 
be recognised in the draft Western City District Plan.     

3. CONCLUSION  
Bankstown and Camden Airports are strategically located landholdings that play an increasingly 
important role in the future growth and development of metropolitan Sydney.  Sydney Metro Airports 
seeks the opportunity to collaborate with the GSC and other government agencies, to facilitate the 
planning for these sites in a manner that is aligned with government plans to drive enterprise, 
employment and urban development contributing to the prosperity of Sydney. 

Sydney Metro Airports have a key interest in these strategic planning documents and seek an 
opportunity to meet with GSC to outline plans for both Bankstown and Camden Airports. Sydney 
Metro Airports is highly supportive of the GSC’s vision for a productive, liveable and sustainable 
Sydney and eagerly anticipate our involvement in the next round of stakeholder engagement. 

If you have any questions about this submission, please do not hesitate to contact the undersign on  
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Yours sincerely, 

 

 

John Wynne 

National Director - Urban Planning 

 

 



 

   

 

Bankstown Airport Limited ABN 50 083 058 637  Mail: PO Box 6450, Wetherill Park NSW 1851  

Camden Airport Limited ABN 23 083 056 464  Office: 3 Avro Street, Bankstown Airport NSW 2200 

  Tel: 02 9796 2300   |   Fax: 02 9791 0230 

 

 

Greater Sydney Commission 

PO Box 257 

Parramatta 2124 

 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

Please find attached a submission from Sydney Metro Airports Bankstown and Camden to 

the Greater Sydney Commission’s (GSCs) revised draft Region and District Plans.  

 

Our submission, prepared by our planning consultant Urbis, relates to Sydney Metro Airports 

(Bankstown and Camden). Bankstown Airport, Australia’s second largest general aviation 

facility is home to a mix of aviation jobs, industries and uses which is unique in the Sydney 

basin. Whilst Camden Airport is a vital general aviation facility situated in the heart of the 

rapidly growing MacArthur Region.  

 

We support the GSC’s efforts to establish a 20-year blueprint for land use across Sydney, and 

in particular, the close integration of transport planning developed in tandem through the 

Future Transport Program.  

 

The attached submission details a number of issues of relevance to our sites, with a particular 

focus on Bankstown Airport, identified by the GSC as both a “Collaboration Area” and a 

“Trade Gateway”, this site is located under 25km from each of the three metropolitan cities 

contemplated in the draft Region and District Plans.  

 

As you may be aware, our site is well placed to be an economic catalyst for the South District, 

with high-value aviation, emergency services, air freight and engineering activity as well as a 

range of commercial and industrial jobs on site. The original draft South District Plan forecast 

jobs in and around Bankstown Airport to grow by 15-20% between 2016 and 2036, from 

around 15,700 jobs today.  

 

To inform our Commonwealth-mandated master-planning process, we are seeking clarity the 

potential role of our site as a Collaboration Area and Trade Gateway and the implications for 

jobs growth and land use at Bankstown Airport over the next 20 years, particularly with the 

Bankstown to Liverpool metro extension slated for delivery in the longer-term. We would 

welcome the opportunity for a formal briefing with the GSC on how we can work together to 

realise the full economic potential of the site. 

  

Finally, we believe the Western District Plan should identify Camden Airport as an 

operational airport and economic contributor to the region, with potential to grow aviation and 

non-aviation activity and jobs there in the future.  
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Bankstown Airport Limited ABN 50 083 058 637  Mail: PO Box 6450, Wetherill Park NSW 1851  

Camden Airport Limited ABN 23 083 056 464  Office: 3 Avro Street, Bankstown Airport NSW 2200 

  Tel: 02 9796 2300   |   Fax: 02 9791 0230 

We look forward to engaging further with the GSC to establish a shared long-term vision for 

Bankstown and Camden Airports. Please do not hesitate to contact me to discuss this 

submission in further detail. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Lee de Winton 

Chief Executive Officer 
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