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Comments on Aligned Plans 

 

7. Our Greater Sydney 2056  A metropolis of 3 Cities 

 

Objective 11 – Housing is more diverse and affordab le 

This objective is generally supported, however the omission of the Moderate income group 
population from consideration for affordable housing is strongly not supported. 

In areas such as Ku-ring-gai where housing costs are consistently high, the Moderate 
income population are equally unable to access local housing as are the Low and the Very 
Low income populations.  

Critical to this is the fact that given the high employment of Moderate income earners within 
the Ku-ring-gai LGA the inability to create housing for this group through the Affordable 
Housing rental program will continue to create a gap in local employees for local large 
facilities – and be contrary to the “Plan’s” policies of locating employees close to 
employment sources. For example nurses and medical related staff working in the local 
hospitals and nursing homes (including the SAN hospital which is the largest private hospital 
in Sydney), and teaching staff working at the numerous public and private (including 
boarding) schools in this locality. 

The address under Objective 8 of housing provision for Moderate income through market-led 
affordable housing programs and ‘A fair Go for first home Buyers’ is unlikely to address the 
affordability problems for the Moderate income population, particularly where property sells 
for a premium and there is little financial motivation to enter into these schemes. The 
suggested models sound promising, however they have not been tested and there is no 
evidence or mechanism to ensure their delivery in high cost areas, and at the same time 
there is no mechanism to provide on the ground low rental housing numbers. 

As pointed out in the recent Melbourne Affordable Housing Summit, the Moderate income 
population must be included in the eligibility for Affordable Housing, particularly where there 
is a clear case of high local employment of those workers, to avoid this group being 
marginalised and becoming the next group in housing crisis over the next 30 years. The 
summit speakers, including heads of banks and tier 1 and 2 developers, discussed they 
types of models suggested in Objective 11 and confirmed their limited ability to deliver 
meaningful housing in an equitable manner to the moderate income earners. 

Part 6 – Sustainability 

Sustainability concerns arise predominantly from the impacts of cumulative development. 
Therefore it is imperative that all medium and high density development, residential and non-
residential be required to meet performance standards in their design that actively address 
the items that impact emissions, resource efficiency and climate change.  
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In this way the impacts across areas (not across individual sites) can begin to address the 
problems.  

Ku-ring-gai Council’s DCP has requirements for all non-residential buildings to be 
environmentally sustainable and those above 2000sqm to be registered and attain formal 
certification under the Green Building Council of Australia’s (GBCA) green star ‘Design and 
As Built’ rating tool to ensure the actual delivery of green buildings. There is no possibility to 
require the same from medium and high density developments due to the Department’s 
lower thresholds of BASIX which deliver some but not wider reaching green outcomes in 
medium and high density development. Utilisation of tools such as those employed and 
regularly updated to global standards by GBCA ensures the delivery of green features in all 
developments greater than 2000sqm.  

It is requested that the Plan include the requirement for green buildings to all developments 
and for formal certification to ensure their delivery of developments above 2000sqm. This will 
address smaller developments which have significant carbon footprints and which contribute 
to cumulative impacts. 

8. Draft Future Transport Strategy 2056 

Future Transport 2056 is an update of NSW’s Long Term Transport Master Plan (released in 
2014). It is a suite of strategies and plans for transport developed in concert with the Greater 
Sydney Commission’s Sydney Region Plan, Infrastructure NSW’s State Infrastructure 
Strategy, and the Department of Planning and Environment’s regional plans, to provide an 
integrated vision for the state. Ku-ring-gai Council’s submission to the Draft Future Transport 
2056 plan is primarily focused on Section 9 - The Future Network. 

Growing the Greater Sydney Network 

Figure 46 Committed Initiatives (0-10 years) 

Passenger loadings on peak hour rail services on the North Shore Line operate at capacity 
in the peak direction. In addition, trains from Hornsby to the city travel slower now than they 
did 30 years ago. Train services between Hornsby and Chatswood  have been reduced to 
accommodate services on the Epping to Chatswood line.  

Ku-ring-gai Council supports capacity improvements to T1 North Shore Line. The 
commencement of North West Metro should free up capacity on the North Shore Line due to 
it running under separate alignment/corridor south of Chatswood/St Leonards. Additional 
capacity (additional trains/services) on the North Shore line could be delivered once the 
North West Metro is operational. A range of measures could be considered to improve services 
on the T1 North Shore Line including: 

• re-introduce more rail services commencing/terminating at Gordon; 
• increase the number of express services during peak periods; 
• provide for better coordination of services at transferring stations - Chatswood and 

Hornsby; and 
• increase train travel speeds by eliminating unnecessarily long dwell times at station 
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Ku-ring-gai Council also supports train service improvements between Greater Sydney, 
Central Coast and Newcastle, as a substantial number of residents from the Central Coast 
area commute to Sydney for work. Improvements to train services would result in less travel 
on motorways and roads connecting the Central Coast with Sydney. 

Initiatives for Investigation (10-20 years) 

Ku-ring-gai Council strongly supports the construction of mass transit from Parramatta to 
Epping. Although the link lies outside the Ku-ring-gai LGA it will improve travel to and from 
Ku-ring-gai, particularly from the northwest growth and the Central River City areas. It also 
represents an opportunity to further improve train services on the North Shore Line (see 
above). This should be a high priority for investigation. 

Roads in Greater Sydney – a mass transit network su pporting trunk journeys 

Greater Sydney Road Network 2056 (visionary) 

This plan shows a road corridor between North Sydney/Chatswood and Hornsby/Central 
Coast as a visionary strategic corridor for investigation. This corridor presumably would 
parallel/duplicate the current Pacific Highway corridor between North Sydney/Chatswood 
and Hornsby. While not having established a formal position on such a corridor/route, 
anecdotally there is support amongst Ku-ring-gai residents for a road that would bypass 
Pacific Highway. Such a corridor/route would also assist in delivering vibrant retail strips 
along Pacific Highway (which would lie in the “vibrant streets” quadrant of the movement and 
place framework described in the Revised Draft North District Plan) provided that one of the 
outcomes of the corridor is to reduce traffic intensity and improve amenity on the existing 
route. 

The intermediate network in Greater Sydney – connec ting people to mass transit 
services 

Three road corridors serve the Northern Beaches region – Military Road-Spit Bridge, 
Warringah Road and Mona Vale Road. Much of the travel to/from this region must pass 
through Ku-ring-gai and this will continue to increase, particularly as the Northern Beached 
Hospital Precinct is developing as a strategic centre. Apart from the recently introduced B-
Line service, public transport to the Northern Beaches region is currently in the form of 
regular route bus services using existing road infrastructure. In the longer term, 
consideration should be given to alternative forms of public transport such as dedicated 
busways, light rail, metro rail or heavy rail. Although most recent government and non-
government transport plans advocate busways and “bus first” roads to serve the Warringah 
Road corridor, forms of rail should not be discounted. Through its Integrated Transport 
Strategy, the proposal for an on-street rapid transit corridor (light rail/rapid bus) connecting 
Chatswood with is Northern Beached Hospital Precinct  and Dee Why/Brookvale is strongly 
supported by Ku-ring-gai Council. 
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With the exception of an indirect connection in the 2056 Bicycle network, there is no mention 
of any links in the Mass Transit Network or Intermediate Transit Network along the east-west 
corridor between Macquarie Park and Mona Vale. This is despite Macquarie Park and 
Ingleside being designated as Priority Precincts or Collaboration Areas in the Revised Draft 
North District Plan.  

Ku-ring-gai Council’s submission to the Draft North District Plan provided some context 
regarding the Journey to Work characteristics of the Macquarie Park strategic Centre based 
on 2011 data, but we have not been able to obtain processed Journey to Work 
characteristics (at Travel Zone level) based on the 2016 data due to its late release. 
Additional analysis of the 2016 data should be undertaken to inform travel patterns into 
Macquarie Park to identify any mode shifts or changes to origin/destination of journeys to 
work. 

Increased bus services along the Mona Vale to Macquarie Park route are supported by Ku-
ring-gai Council through its Integrated Transport Strategy but congestion on Ryde Road and 
Lane Cove Road warrants additional measures to ensure frequent bus services to/from 
Macquarie Park are reliable and therefore an attractive alternative to private vehicles. Also, 
the importance of Mona Vale’s Bus Interchange role as an east-west connection is reiterated 
in the Revised Draft North District Plan, which would serves as the eastern end of the 
Macquarie Park-Mona Vale corridor. 

The proposal in the Intermediate Transit Network for an on-street rapid transit corridor (light 
rail/rapid bus) between Rhodes and Macquarie Park lends itself to be extended north-
easterly towards West Pymble/West Gordon, Gordon, St Ives, St Ives Showground, Belrose, 
Terrey Hills, Ingleside and Mona Vale. The cited localities could even form the basis for light 
rail/rapid bus “stations”. Given the superior people-carrying capacity of rapid buses (9,000 
pax/hr/lane) over private vehicles (2,000 pax/hr/lane - under free flowing conditions, and less 
under congested conditions), there is a case to implement a rapid bus route between Mona 
Vale and Macquarie Park, with dedicated bus lanes at least between St Ives and Macquarie 
Park (on Ryde Road and Mona Vale Road), given the roads space available in that segment.  

Growing Greater Sydney’s Bicycle network 

While Ku-ring-gai Council supports the development and implementation of the Bicycle 
Network shown in the Figure 57 (Growing Sydney’s bicycle network (visionary)), the 
connection between Macquarie Park and Mona Vale (via Terry Hills/Belrose/St Ives) is 
indirect as, once arriving at Gordon, it would require users to detour to Chatswood or 
Hornsby/Pennant Hills. The link between Gordon and Macquarie Park should be made, and 
could tie in with a potential on-street rapid transit corridor (light rail/rapid bus). 
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