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Submission: Greater Sydney Commission Draft Plan East 
 
COGG (Coalition of Glebe Groups) is an umbrella group that works on strategic issues that impact 
on Glebe and its community. It liaises regularly with City of Sydney, Housing NSW, NSW Police & 
other organisations that have a connection with Glebe. Its members include: 

• Glebe Chamber of Commerce Inc 

• Glebe Community Action Group  

• The Glebe Society Inc 

• Glebe Point Residents Group  

• FLAG (Forest Lodge and Glebe Coordination Group).  

Whilst the philosophy of coordinated approach to planning for the future of Greater Sydney is 
worthwhile, there is no strategy for implementation that includes metrics for successful outcomes.  
City of Sydney’s Sustainable Sydney 2030 already addresses the goals to make the city as green, 
global and connected as possible by 2030. The plan will transform the way people live, work and 
play. City of Sydney is currently constrained by State Authorities working in silos. To date, we have 
experienced WestConnex being developed without consideration of the damage to community and 
lack of coordinated planning go public transport. 

Affordable Housing  

The plan for Affordable Housing target must be raised to minimum of 20% and be mandated by 
NSW Government for inclusion in ALL new developments. The target suggested in the Greater 
Sydney Commission Draft Plan is inadequate. City of Sydney statistics have shown that a large 
number of workers, such as nurses, police and fire officers and other service people live many 
kilometres away from their place of employment and cannot afford the rent to live within 30 minutes 
of their respective work places. 
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Social Housing 

Over the past 5 years there has been a severe shortage of social housing and erosion of 
communities due to the sale of properties in Millers Point and Glebe. This has been exacerbated 
by the lack of other social services that support people with disabilities, mental illness and social 
disadvantage.  
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Public Transport 

Healthy, liveable cities require frequent public transport systems that work for people to access 
their workplace within 30 minutes. An interconnected safe cycleway must be planned for Greater 
Sydney. It is important that cities become pedestrianised and not dominated by the  motor car.  
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Heritage 

There are large portions of Glebe listed as Heritage Conservation areas along with many buildings 
listed on State Heritage List. It is important that NSW Government respects the significance and 
value. Government must not override expert authorities such as Heritage Council and National 
Trust. 
 
Place Based Planning 
 
The City of Sydney’s LEP has had experience of alterations being made by Government in order to make a 
sale of State owned property more attractive for purchase by developers.   

 
 
Services & social infrastructure 
Local government is best suited to plan requirements of residents 

 
 

We hold firmly to the view that there not must be any sale of publicly owned land and 
assets without an exhaustive process of due diligence which involves independent agents 
such as NSW Auditor General, Infrastructure NSW and not the governance issues which 
have arisen during the WestConnex planning and construction. We hold that The GSC 
should specifically address effective community consultation, clear Business Cases for 
development, sophisticated cost benefit analyses that effectively measure ROI, including 
required social return and safe governance. The so called development fatigue being 
popularly reported is surely reflective of these matters and a genuine concern for the GSC. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely 

John Gray  PHD 

Chair COGG  

 

Mob:  

14th December 2017 
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