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Submission to GSC re Revised Draft Eastern City District Plan from CLOSEast  
(Communities for Local Options for Secondary Education, East) 

 
December 2017 

 
Written by Licia Heath, Co-Campaign Director, CLOSEast 

 
 

This submission is made in response to the recent release of the GSC Revised Draft Eastern City District 
Plan, particularly Planning Priority E3. Please note our previous March submission (enclosed herewith 
for reference) is still valid and our rationale and objectives are contained in that and unchanged: there 
is desperate need for a new public high school in Sydney’s East. Within this new submission we focus 
on tackling assumptions made in the Revised Draft Eastern City District Plan as well as presenting new 
data and trends CLOSEast have compiled in recent months. 
 
The GSC Eastern City District covers a large area that is very densely populated and diverse in nature. 
For that reason it’s important to define the area of the East this submission focusses on, namely where 
we believe the crisis is greatest in terms of a lack of public secondary school places:  the Waverley and 
Woollahra LGAs, extending down into the northern border of the Randwick LGA. Why is this part of 
the East worse than other LGAs? 

✓  Larger birth rate than Greater Sydney 
✓  Birth rate more prolonged than Greater Sydney 
✓  Higher density than Greater Sydney 
✓  More families in apartments than Greater Sydney 
✓  # school aged kids larger than Greater Sydney 
✓  Large scale residential development 
✓  Private school fees (up 20% in last four years) have priced out families 
✓  High schools closed through 1990s/2000s 
✓  Existing high schools are out-of-catchment, selective 

*hard data found later in submission 

 
CLOSEast are delighted to see progress has been made in the draft in terms of now referencing the 
importance of public education. Lucy Turnbull stated “we need to plan for demographic changes such 
as strong growth in the proportion of children” and we couldn’t agree more. Which is why we’re 
surprised at the demographic forecasts used in the GSC draft that simply don’t reconcile with our own 
research for the East. Our past experience with demographic forecasts coming out of the Dept of 
Planning makes us sceptical about their ability to forecast the trends now emerging in public 
education. We proved them wrong three years ago when we fought for the inner city high school and  
showed that they’d drastically ‘under-cooked’ the number of school aged kids coming through the 
system. Now we’re being told to believe their numbers for the East – we don’t.   
 
In addition, the draft report makes multiple mentions of the importance of ‘health and education’ to 
creating liveable, productive and sustainable cities. However it is clear that this reference to 
‘education’ refers to universities, while very little consideration is paid to the value and need for 
increased public schools in the planning of these cities. References in the draft to new frameworks 
such as the ‘Education and Child Care SEPP’ go no way to relieve CLOSEast about the future planning 
for public high schools in the East as this is a policy focussed on increasing the ease with which child 
care centres and private schools can establish in an area without the need for local Council authority. 
 
As the birthrate continues to be high in the East and residential development increases as LGAs are 
required to implement additional dwellings to meet State Govt demands, our public schools and social 



infrastructure are under increasing pressure. There is currently no public high school in the Woollahra 
LGA and only one public high school in the Waverley LGA (Rose Bay Secondary College, RBSC). 
 
We have two overriding concerns with the ability of RBSC to accommodate student numbers in the 
future:  (1) the expected growth in school-aged students in the area; and (2) the increased propensity 
of students to attend public schools. Adding demountables to an already overcrowded school is not an 
adequate way to add capacity and maintain a high school quality and education. A new public high 
school is the only answer. 
 
The map below highlights the crisis unfolding in the East. A combination of closed schools, bursting 
primary schools and full private schools means there simply isn’t enough secondary school places in 
the East.  

 



 
Whilst we continue to have open dialogue with both the DoE and Minister Stokes’ Office, we utterly 
refute the solutions they currently offer for families in the East. They suggest that the new Inner City 
High School (ICHS) and renovations at Alexandria Park High School (APHS), combined with some 
capacity still existing in the high schools in the southern parts of the East will solve the crisis of not 
enough public secondary places for families in the Waverley and Woollahra LGAs. Firstly, the decision 
to develop the ICHS and APHS was made based on the unprecedented growth in school-aged kids in 
Sydney’s inner suburbs. Secondly, schools such as South Sydney HS, JJ Cahill HS and Matraville Sport 
HS are too far to be considered an option for families in the Waverley and Woollahra LGAs. In any 
case, while student numbers at these schools are currently under capacity, strong population growth 
in those areas will see school enrolments rise considerably.    
 
Strong schools build a strong society (as referenced from SMH, 7/11/17) 
CLOSEast goes to great pains to promote that there are two phenomena at play when forecasting the 
number of school aged kids coming through the system: the hard data and the soft data. The hard 
data is relatively easy to access: birth rates, primary school enrolments, increased residential 
development in an area (although this last point has been critically missed in the last 10 years of 
schools planning!). The soft data is harder to forecast but is just as critical, namely the trends back to 
public education away from private education, a preference for co-ed over single sex education and a 
preference for secular over religious education. Without an indication of the trends at work, a single 
snapshot is no guide for what demographers should do or how they should allocate resources. 
CLOSEast is concerned that the DoP is using forecast models based on trends of the last 30 years, not 
for the new environment we find ourselves in. 
 
Many people initially assume that given the resources, parents will automatically choose non-
government over public schools. Yet public schools have several significant advantages over their 
competitors. Cost is the major one. Our supposedly free public schools may charge fees, but they are 
extremely low where those in the private sectors vary widely and can sometimes reach thirty 
thousand dollars a year. For nominal sums, government schools give students an education that is 
comparable and at times superior in quality, and at a time when cost pressures, particularly for 
housing, are squeezing family budgets.  
 
Proximity is a second advantage: relatively few students must travel far to the local school, where 
those at private schools can waste their time on long commutes. This proximity is key and goes to the 
heart of what the GSC is trying to achieve with its District Plans: “well-connected cities where more 
people will live 30 minutes from their jobs and have easier access to schools”. This is not the 
experience of families seeking public education in the East currently and things will get much worse 
unless planning for a new public high school starts now. 
 
The third is social immersion. At a public school, students encounter peers from many different 
backgrounds – a mirror, more or less, of Australian society at large. Other things being equal, this 
encourages robust independence and gives them an inherent advantage in later life – including, 
notably, in coping with the stresses of higher education – over those whose parents may have 
preferred the more closeted, homogeneous and undifferentiated culture of a private school. 
 
These advantages are becoming clearer to many parents, as other trends show. The Bureau of 
Statistics published figures this year showing for the first time in 40 years a trend away from private 
towards public sector education. This trend is uneven, but in some areas the government is now 
scrambling to find sites to re-establish schools. Areas that have had especially intensive 
redevelopment such as that around Green Square, inner Sydney and the East means existing schools 
are under extreme pressure. School sites near such locations were sold off only one or two decades 



ago. This is more than ironic; the events are recent enough, in fact, to be more properly described as 
mismanagement. 
 
Soft data 
CLOSEast has conducted a survey of families living in the East and we now have over 1,100 
respondents. There are clear trends emerging based around parents: a) leaving private education and 
returning to public education (owed to a number of factors including the increased cost of living 
coupled with increased cost of private school fees), b) parents de-selecting religious schools, and c) 
parents preferring co-ed schools. Another clear trend is parents valuing the local communities created 
by their schools. In summary, the survey results so far: 

• 90% of parents with a child in public primary prefer public co-ed secondary schooling. Single 
Sex and Religious schools have a minority appeal 

• When asked why this was their preference: 
1. Private school fees are prohibitive  
2. Value community of neighbours and friends at a local school 
3. Rejection of single-sex and religious schooling 

• 80% say they feel forced towards private sector when they cannot afford it 
• The only co-ed public school is considered a ‘school of choice’ but overcrowding and the 

potential for decline in education quality is a key concern for parents  
• #1 issue in the East when considering their vote 

Hard data 
1) There has been substantial growth in the numbers of school-age children: 
On any metric (births, primary school-age kids, number of families in the area)  student numbers 
in high schools in the eastern suburbs is set to increase.   

a. Births –  
i. The number of children born in the eastern suburbs has increased dramatically over the 

past 15 years (Figure 1). It has currently stabilised at a rate much higher than it was when 
Vaucluse High School closed down, and stands around 2,000 births a year. 

ii. Even though the fertility/birth rate in the eastern suburbs has eased from its 2010 peak, it 
remains at an elevated rate (Figure 2). With continued population growth in the area (due 
to the increase in residential development/apartments), even a lower birth rate will see the 
number of children entering into our schools rise. 

b. School-age kids –  
i. The eastern suburbs has experienced strong growth in young children (0–14 year olds), 

especially when compared to the greater Sydney region or NSW as a whole (Figure 3). 
ii. The number of children in all levels of education – preschool, primary and secondary – has 

increased in the eastern suburbs (Figure 4). The growth is most stark for primary school 
kids – growing four per cent per annum over the past five years. These children will soon be 
going to high school. 

iii. The Waverley LGA already has the highest population density of children in Sydney, and yet 
only one public high school in the area. The Woollahra LGA also has a relatively high youth 
population density and yet not a single public high school (Figure 5). While there are 
several private schools in the area, they take many non-Eastern suburbs children leaving 
limited places for local families (and very long wait lists!)  

c. Families –  
i. The assumption that families do not live in apartments has always been nonsense. In many 

apartment buildings in the East over half of the units have families with young children. 
This trend is becoming even more prevalent. With the extraordinary growth in apartments 
in the eastern suburbs, and a shift in families’ preferences to live close to their place of 
work in areas with lots of amenities, this trend will continue. The Census bears this out – 



the rate of increase of families living in units in the Eastern Suburbs is almost twice as fast 
as the total increase in families in the area (Figure 6).  

 
2) There is a lack of affordable school choice in the area 

a. Growth in demand for public education – The proportion of families with primary school 
age children that have chosen public schools has increased by over 10 percentage points in 
the last decade (Figure 7).  

i. Demand for public primary school has been strong in both the Waverley and Woollahra 
LGAs (Figure 8). Yet there is no public high school in the Woollahra LGA to accommodate 
these students. 

ii. Increased public primary enrolments are beginning to translate into large increases in 
public high school enrolments in the area (Figure 9). This is even before those born at the 
height of the late 2000s baby boom have reached high school. Reports show 270 Year 7 
kids will start at RBSC in 2018, or 9 classrooms. It is the government’s role to provide 
adequate schools that are not overcrowded.  

iii. The government has had to play catch up with expanding capacity at public primary schools 
(e.g. using demountables, staggered lunchtimes, and only now building more class rooms 
at some schools). The DoE has already made a critical 'admission' that there's student 
capacity issues in the East. Currently under construction (or already completed) is 27 new 
classrooms at Bellevue Hill PS, 35 new classrooms at Rainbow St PS, 10 new classrooms at 
Randwick PS and 10 new classrooms at Bourke St PS. What is never answered by the DoE is 
where they think these extra kids will go for high school. 

b. Private school is not always an option – it goes without saying that private school is an 
expensive option. The assumption that most parents choose, or even desire, a private 
school education is misplaced. With housing costs rising substantially – and in a period of 
low income growth – parents are far less likely than in the past to have the disposable 
income available to pay for private school education. A comprehensive study in 2015 
published in Labour Economics research shows that private education does not result in 
better academic achievement than public schools). Assumptions that everyone in the East 
is wealthy are wrong. Sydney's private school fees have soared by up to 20 per cent in the 
past four years.  

c. Selective school is not always an option –  
i. The only fully-selective school in the eastern suburbs does not really service our own area. 

In the 1990s, Sydney Girls High School and Sydney Boys High School began to drift away 
from an intake of majority local children (for instance the bus service to the east was cut to 
just one bus). As such, the school is an irrelevant resource for most families in the East and 
does not add sufficient capacity of public high schooling in the area. 

ii. The selective streams at Rose Bay Secondary College reduces the capacity of the school to 
take local children. 
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Figure 9 

 

Note: ‘Eastern Suburbs – North’ and ‘Eastern – 
Suburbs – South’ refers to the ABS definitions 
under the Statistical Area 3 categorisation. 
‘Eastern Suburbs – North’ spans from Watsons 
Bay to Moore Park and Bronte ; ‘Eastern Suburbs 
– South’ covers Clovelly to La Perouse and 
excludesthe  inner-Sydney and Botany Bay 
regions. 
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The need for a Public high school in the East – why is it being ignored?  
In June 2017, CLOSEast received a call from the Education editor of the SMH. She said she was running 
a story on the ‘tsunami’ of kids coming through primary schools in NSW that were about to hit 
secondary schools. She was running data on each of the NSW LGAs and knew instinctively that she’d 
see areas like Camden and Ryde at the top, but was surprised to see that Waverley was in the top 3 
hotspots in Greater Sydney. We’re concerned that despite what the data shows, decision makers are 
ignoring the needs of the East, assuming that every parent has the capacity and desire to send their 
children to private schools. 
 

“Hotspots: Camden, Ryde and WAVERLEY”(SMH, June 2017) 

 
 
To add insult to injury, we learn that the DoE is adding capacity to our primary schools in the East! 27 
new classrooms have been built at Bellevue Hill PS, 35 new classrooms at Rainbow Street PS, 10 new 
classrooms at Randwick PS and Bourke St PS are also getting additional classrooms. This is an 
admission by the DoE that we have an explosion of school-aged kids in the East, but we cannot get the 
equivalent admission that this will flow through to our public high schools. Even worse, the concerns 
of parents increase exponentially when they see:   

➢ public land suitable for new school sites is being sold to developers at a faster rate 
than ever 

➢ since 2011, the State Govt has sold more than 380 DoE properties across NSW 
➢ many of the recommendations from the Parliamentary Inquiry aren’t being enacted 
➢ 20,000 new dwellings planned in the East by 2031* (no new schools!) 
➢ community consultations occur but appears decisions are already made 



 
Next steps and solutions 
CLOSEast is currently submitting a petition to the NSW Legislative Assembly (sponsored by the Shadow 
Education Minister, Jihad Dib) asking that the LA: a) urgently establish a new comprehensive co-
educational public high school in Sydney’s East, b) provide extensive community consultation, 
resulting in a plan to address the current and future urgent demand for local public secondary 
education, c) a moratorium on the sale of public land to private enterprise in the Eastern Suburbs until 
it's established by all parties (Govt, Council, DoE) whether land must be prioritised for use as a public 
high school. 
 
A new vertical public high school in the East, say in Bondi Junction, is likely to be the best way to 
achieve increased capacity and provide a viable school for the community. Bondi Junction is a major 
public transport hub, it’s the epicentre of the growth in school-aged kids and is also the centre of the 
current “black hole” in comprehensive co-ed public high schools (see previous map). Bondi Junction is 
also considered a ‘Strategic Centre’ in the Revised Draft Eastern City District Plan which means it is a 
focus for critical public transport investments that seek to deliver the 30-minute city objective. A 
vertical public high school in Bondi Junction can also provide desperately needed public amenities to 
the community such as basketball courts, playgrounds and specialist rooms for public hire.  
 
On p74 of the Revised Draft Eastern City District Plan it states “Strategic Centres are not just places for 
economic exchange. They are where communities gather, and recreational, cultural and educational 
pursuits are found. They are an important part of how people participate in community life. This is 
particularly true in the Eastern City District, where an increasing number of residents live in apartments 
and rely on public spaces. Creating the conditions for growth and making centres great places is a 
focus of Planning Priority E6.”  
 
The GSC and the State Government must do an urgent audit of publicly-owned land in Bondi Junction 
to assess which sites can be re-purposed for a vertical public high school.  

 
In conclusion 
The East is in the current crisis re: a lack of public secondary school places even before you overlay the 
residential development that's still to occur in the coming years. Our suburbs are being re-zoned to 
increase the residential density without the required social infrastructure that's needed to support 
that increase. Imagine the resulting catastrophe if all these new dwellings come on-line and no schools 
have been built to absorb the increased population? 
 
CLOSEast is happy that the Minister's office, the GSC and the DoE are all willing to engage with us on 
our findings to date, but the community is experiencing a disconnect between positive 
announcements that come out of the Government and the GSC and what's happening in our suburbs. 
Every time a new residential development is announced, every time a developer puts in a new non-
complying amendment to their DA, every time the community sees public land move into private 
hands without the corresponding  increase in schools and social infrastructure, trust between the 
community and the government erodes. The GSC is in a unique position to reverse this trust deficit 
and we sincerely hope CLOSEast and the GSC can work together to find a site and provide a new public 
high school for families in the East.  
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In October 2016, the Grattan Institute wrote a report titled “People pressure: Planning changes in your 
school population”. For the first time in published research, CLOSEast saw a highly respected think 
tank produce research on a topic that we has been advocating for since 2011 – the need for new 
public high schools in the inner city and eastern suburbs of Sydney. 

In recent years, and especially in the last two years, there has been an abundance of reports into over-
capacity in public primary schools in these areas. Primary schools have been forced to put portable 
classrooms in their limited outdoor area, initiate staggered lunchtimes due to playground over-
crowding and introduce staggered drop-off/pick-up times. Yet, throughout these reports and the 
resulting responses, one question has remained unanswered….. 
 
Where do all these kids go when it’s time for high school? 

As the Grattan report states "As night follows day, primary school children become secondary school 
children, so from 2018 onwards we know that secondary schools will become increasingly crowded 
unless new schools come online." 

There are a number of Independent and Catholic Schools (aka private schools) in the area and clearly 
many parents choose to send their children to these schools at a time of their choosing (whether that 
be Year 3 or Year 7). 

However, the reliance on private school capacity alone will go nowhere near catering for all the 
secondary school aged children coming through the primary schools in the East. Relying on private 
schools to take up the slack also fails to recognise the increasing trend occurring in Sydney (and 
elsewhere across Australia) seeing parents returning to public secondary schools over private schools, 
owed, in part, to skyrocketing private school fees, extensive waiting lists and the inability to secure 
enrolment.   

Trends 
Ensuring every school is a great school is the most important thing in both primary and secondary 
education. At the same time, there must be a school for every child to go to. This sounds obvious and 
easy, but rapid changes in demographics mean that it has been harder than it sounds. In the eastern 
suburbs of Sydney, we’ve had the combined pressures of: 

- Primary and high schools being closed and sold by successive State governments since the 

early 1990’s 

- New residential projects increasing the density of the eastern populations 

- Alarming house prices, causing more families to live in apartments that formerly would have 

housed childless dwellers 

- Significantly increased birth rate since 2006  



- Existing local secondary schools running ‘out-of-catchment’ selective programmes, rather than 

‘in-catchment’ selective programmes 

The combination of these factors, and more, has led to a severe reduction in secondary school places 
in inner Sydney and the East. In these same areas, where land is already at a premium and the power 
of the developer is ever-present, there’s been a failure to put land aside for schools when an area goes 
under development. The Government has to then pay over the odds to acquire the necessary land, 
which has often quadrupled in value over a short timeframe!  

 

A Surprise? 
Strangely enough, some researchers predicted our current school capacity predicament. In 2006, 
Professor Bill Randolph, of the City Futures Research Centre (UNSW), wrote the following in his 
research paper: 
 
“Space will become particularly critical if there is a shift to family living in the higher density sector. At 
present the sector in these areas is being heavily marketed at the childfree life stylers (either pre- or 
post-children) and as we have seen, children are significantly under-represented in this kind of 
property. In fact, evidence from some lower value suburban higher density markets suggests flats are 
increasingly housing children (Randolph, et al, 2005). In addition, some Councils in Sydney are now 
considering a requirement that new flat developments include a proportion of family-sized 
accommodation to help attract families back into high density neighbourhoods. High density city 
neighbourhoods may not remain child free for long.” 
 
He then goes on to echo our views at CLOSEast: 
 
“Over the longer term, children become teenagers. Australian higher density suburbs with growing 
teenage populations in the future may face the same kinds of issues that comparable suburbs have 
faced in other countries. It is not clear that planners understand the need to accommodate children 
and youth in these new higher density locations. Children also need schools and child care facilities. Are 
we building high density homes in areas where these facilities are available or are these the areas 
where such facilities have been run down in the last three decades as children have migrated with their 
parent to the suburbs? For example, how would the Cities of Sydney or Melbourne deal with a major 
increase in school age children? Are we going to have to build new facilities in high cost areas as the 
child populations expand again?” 
 
Clearly, the answer is ‘yes’. It is truly startling to read his forecasts and realise how close to reality he 
was (and how wrong the demographers and planners were). Notwithstanding, we are now all in this 
mess together and CLOSEast is bringing concerned parents together to highlight the urgency of these 
issues.  

 
CLOSEast has been advocating that long-term planning is essential. In particular, we want to see the 
urgent audit of current Government land in these areas, to preserve and assess their suitability for a 
future public high school site in the East. In addition, school planning needs to ensure schools are 
becoming available at the right time, before current schools break due to overcrowding. Overcrowded 
schools should be a concern for everyone because as enrolment rises above the intended capacity of 
the school, evidence suggests that students learn less effectively.  
 
A Choice of one is Not a Choice. 
The only public high school in the East peninsular (Rose Bay Secondary College) has already seen a 
surge in its enrolments with a record number of year seven students starting in 2017. It will need to 
rethink its catchment area, especially considering it’s surrounded by such high-growth 



neighbourhoods. This will catch parents off-guard and still the school hasn’t been hit with the wave of 
enrolments in the next two to three years as the 2006 baby-boomers start high school. But shrinking 
the school boundaries will only be a very short-term solution considering the immense demographic 
pressure on the school coming from existing families, as well as future pressure coming from 
residential projects that aren’t even up and running yet.  

 
Being half a step ahead in planning must be cheaper and better in terms of educational outcomes than 
being two steps behind and needing to catch up. There appears to be a lack of urgency to tackle the 
shortfall of public secondary school places in the East and provide for the rapid growth - that needs to 
change. Physical and social infrastructure has been delivered by developers but investment by the 
NSW government has not kept up. CLOSEast are hopeful that the Greater Sydney Commission can help 
with this planning. 
 
Inner Schools Inquiry 
In February 2017, the NSW Government completed an Inquiry into over-crowding in inner Sydney 
schools. The committee urged the government to formalise co-ordination between UrbanGrowth 
NSW, the Planning Department and the Education Department to ensure that school building 
programs were determined with up-to-date information on development pressure. 
 
The final recommendations handed down by the Inquiry include: 

• The Department amend the inner-city school cluster model to acknowledge that public schools 
provide an important sense of community and to afford greater emphasis to connecting schools 
with their immediate neighbourhood and community. 

• The Department subject its demographic projections to a regular third-party review process. 

• The NSW Government formalise co-ordination between UrbanGrowth NSW, the NSW Department 
of Planning and Environment and the NSW Department of Education to ensure that school 
building programs are determined with the most up-to-date and accurate information on 
development pressures. 

• The Department share its demographic projections with Councils in appropriate cases and on a 
confidential basis, to ensure a cohesive and consistent approach to city planning. 

• The Minister for Education considers strengthening whole-of-government oversight. 

• The NSW Government conducts an audit of public land in all areas of significant population growth 
in NSW to identify suitable locations for new schools and expansion of existing schools. 

• When assessing land for the purposes of remediation, the department rely on the standards set by 
the relevant authority such as the Environment Protection Authority, unless the department can 
demonstrate that a higher standard is required. 

 
Since 2011, CLOSE has been running projections using ABS and Census data and the findings were 
undeniable: there were nowhere near enough secondary school spots for inner city and East families 
based on the current population numbers, let alone allowing for growth in those numbers. When 
presenting our numbers to the DEC we were told they didn’t match their projections. 
 
Although we’re delighted that the Inquiry has found that greater oversight and co-operation is needed 
from here, we’re disappointed that years of planning have been lost in the interim. CLOSEast and 
parents are also well aware that the State Government has received an extraordinary stamp duty 
windfall (an estimated $8 billion) over the last 20 years, arising from urban renewal and the 



development boom. We now need to see some of that money put back into essential infrastructure - 
like public high schools. 
 
 
 
The GSC and CLOSEast 
CLOSEast is delighted at the establishment of the Greater Sydney Commission and are hopeful that 
this new level of independence, residing within the Government, provides the missing link for planning 
in the Central District. The Central District Draft Plan refers to “supporting education and balanced 
development”. Yet, when it comes to concrete action there are only two ‘new’ schools planned for the 
area: one of which is rebuilding Ultimo PS and the other is rebuilding the Cleveland St site. Neither of 
these projects will have any influence on families in the East. Possibly the Department of Education has 
a preference to increase the capacity of the current public high school in the East peninsular, but this 
can only occur at the loss of the schools’ outdoor space. In NSW, Waverley has had the highest growth 
in school aged children in the state – up 22% since 2012. Squeezing more kids into the existing school 
is not an acceptable alternative.   
 
CLOSEast suggests the need for a new public high school is undeniable and we want to start an open 
and co-operative dialogue with the GSC to work together on this issue. Our most immediate need is 
for the GSC to assist in providing transparency on where all government land currently resides in the 
East. Only then can we work together to ensure the power of the developers is overridden by the 
needs of the community. 
 
In conclusion, the coming period is critical for public secondary schooling in the East. Now is the time 
to begin planning, securing sites and implementing new designs for schools, for the benefit of future 
generations of students. We sincerely hope CLOSEast and the GSC can work together to find a site and 
provide a new public high school for the families of the Eastern suburbs of Sydney. 
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