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Executive Summary 

Blue Mountains City Council (BMCC) supports the principles incorporated in the draft Greater 
Sydney Region Plan (draft Region Plan), and the current and potential support identified for the 
Western Parkland City through infrastructure commitments and proposed infrastructure 
investigations. 

Council acknowledges recognition of some important issues to the Blue Mountains, such as the 
identification of Katoomba as a strategic centre, the importance of the Council HQ and the 
Katoomba Anzac Memorial Hospital to that centre’s employment and economy, the status of the 
Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area (GBMWHA) and its importance to tourism and the 
NSW economy. 

Notwithstanding, Council feels there is a lack of strategic direction in the draft Region Plan that 
would help the Blue Mountains thrive. Council believes greater recognition and emphasis needs to 
be given to issues facing the Blue Mountains to endorse the work being undertaken by the Council 
and the Blue Mountains’ communities, and to assist in attracting funding for that work. Council is 
apprehensive that the Western City Deal and other funding will continue to be targeted towards the 
WSA/Aerotropolis/Western Economic Corridor/Metropolitan Clusters/Health Precincts, given the 
lack of spatial strategies and actions that are relevant to the local government areas outside the 
Western Economic Corridor (Blue Mountains, Hawkesbury and Wollondilly). 

Council considers the draft Region Plan is overly reliant on the Western Sydney Airport 
(WSA)/Aerotropolis/Western Economic Corridor/Metropolitan Clusters/Health Precincts, as the 
drivers of economic and employment growth in the Western City. Council is concerned that the 
assumed outcomes rely heavily on the successful and timely delivery and operation of the WSA, an 
outcome that is beyond the control of the GSC and the State Government. Council believes claims 
for the aerotropolis are overstated. The overseas comparisons have huge population centres and 
trading volumes far in excess of what will apply to the WSA. International experience demonstrates 
that new airports do not always deliver on expectations, and the economic and employment 
parameters are changing, especially with the impact of increasing automation on employment. 

With the delivery of the WSA in 2056 any benefit will be long-term and there is little in the draft 
Region Plan for the short to medium term, particularly for the LGA’s outside the Western Economic 
Corridor. There is a need to consider alternative economic futures and drivers for Western Sydney, 
for the short to medium term, and particularly for the three outer LGA’s, to ensure the Western 
City’s resilience. 

The focus on the WSA/Aerotropolis/Western Economic Corridor/Metropolitan Clusters in the draft 
Region Plan, and current infrastructure funding commitments, create uncertainty about the level of 
funding that will be obtainable for provision of much needed infrastructure and jobs growth in the 
Blue Mountains, and the level of support that will be available to the significant economic sectors 
here (with the exception of tourism, these differ from those targeted in the draft Region Plan as 
discussed in this submission). More support for visitor infrastructure is needed to accommodate an 
expected increase in tourism and ensure local residents are not subsidising this. 

The Blue Mountains is remote from employment and education centres and it is critical that 
strategies be included to diversify the economy and distribute economic growth throughout the 
Western City by acknowledging and supporting the major and emerging industry sectors here 
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(particulary the arts, creative industries, niche industries, start-ups and those that contribute to 
tourism). The Region Plan must recognise and support the role of local education institutions in 
developing skills needed in the local workforce, to also foster growth in local economic sectors and 
businesses. 

Improvement in digital connectivity is integral to improving local education and economic activity, as 
are spaces tailored to remote working such as managed work spaces and smart hubs. Effective use 
of the Katoomba and Wentworth Falls TAFEs is essential to upskilling the local workforce. TAFE 
courses in the Blue Mountains have been cut due to fee increases/dropping enrolments and 
economic rationalist policies in post school education. A paradigm shift is needed to reverse these 
policies and recognition, in the draft Region Plan, for education programs that support the local 
workforce to participate in local industries could be the catalyst. 

However, not all education and employment can be provided locally in the Blue Mountains, and it is 
also critical that the train service to the Blue Mountains be greatly improved. 

One of the most significant issues facing the Blue Mountains community is the negative impact on 
residential and environmental amenity, and p reduction in visitation, from the proposed WSA. 
Council would like to see its opposition to the WSA acknowledged in the draft Region Plan. 

Notwithstanding, should the WSA proceed, it is reasonable to expect that there is some ‘return’ for 
the impacts from the WSA and it is essential, therefore, that a seamless rail link be established 
between the WSA/St Marys/Blue Mountains. 

The draft Region Plan presents an opportunity for the GSC and the State Government to establish its 
sustainability credentials in relation to the GBMWHA, where an elevated level of environmental 
protection is warranted. Greater emphasis needs to be afforded to the GBMWHA in the draft Plan 
with specific objectives and actions regarding planning and environmental frameworks that will 
provide an elevated level of protection (including protection from aircraft noise). 

Overall, the character of the Blue Mountains has not been appropriately addressed. As a result the 
Blue Mountains is not well represented in the objectives, strategies and actions. The concept of the 
Metropolitan Rural Area, and the associated issues identified for such lands, are not relevant to the 
Blue Mountains. An alternative is required that accurately describes the unique attributes of the 
Blue Mountains and the unique natural and cultural landscape that results from the inter-
dependency of these attributes. These attributes are: 

• Remoteness from the rest of Greater Sydney, 
• The importance of the natural and urban areas to recreation and tourism, 
• The string of towns and villages, each with its own character, that are visitor destinations, 
• The arts and crafts industries and resulting cultural landscape, 
• The high number of home based businesses and workers, 
• The extensive interface between the urban area and the bushland, 
• The unique biodiversity that is the basis of the World Heritage listing. 

Given its poor characterisation, the value of the Blue Mountains (the whole package) to the 
economy (Blue Mountains, Greater Sydney and NSW) and to the liveability of Greater Sydney are 
underestimated. While contributing to the unique sense of place, some of these attributes have 
impacts and the enormity of the task to BMCC of managing these impacts needs to be acknowledged 
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(in particular environmental protection at the bushland interface, and bushfire management). 

Council supports the recognition given to liveability in the draft plan. However, funding physical and 
social infrastructure improvements to achieve an adequate level of liveability will be difficult, 
particularly in relation to: 

• improving town centre and social infrastructure while maintaining town and village 
character, 

• achieving effective public and active transport given the Blue Mountains topography and 
dispersed settlement pattern works against this, 

• the changing social welfare services with My Aged Care, NDIS and TEIP reforms and the 
move from funding social service providers to funding individuals, 

• demographic characteristics of the Blue Mountains, particularly the higher proportion of 
older people, people with a disability and 17 – 25 year olds (all mentioned later), 

• open space that meets the needs of the population. 

It is noted the following are not addressed in the draft Region Plan (refer to table for detail): 

• youth unemployment and realistic strategies to address this, 
• the amenity and environmental impacts freight movement has on the Blue Mountains and 

the need to investigate alternative freight options, such as shifting freight to rail, 
• managing bushfire risk with a significant urban bushland interface, and the emergency and 

social impacts of major bushfires, 

Council is willing to work collaboratively to ensure accurate and relevant information is included in 
the Region Plan and that it adequately represents the Blue Mountains. 

The following tables provide a response to either specific objectives identified within the draft plan 
or wider strategic matters. 

 

Inclusion of Blue Mountains in the Metropolitan Rural Area, and associated objectives and strategies 

Plan Summary Inclusion of Blue Mountains in the Metropolitan Rural Area 

Objective 29 Environmental, social and economic values in rural areas are maintained and protected. 

Strategy 29.1  
Maintain or enhance the values of the Metropolitan Rural Areas using place-based planning to deliver 
targeted environmental, social and economic outcomes, including rural residential development. 

Strategy 29.2 
Limit urban development to within the Urban Area, except for the investigation areas at Horsley Park, 
Orchard Hills, and east of The Northern Road, Luddenham. 

The Blue Mountains Local Government Area (LGA) is included in the Metropolitan Rural Area (MRA). While Council supports 
the Blue Mountains LGA being outside the Urban Area, inclusion in the Metropolitan Rural Area does not reflect its character, 
typical land use or settlement pattern, and the descriptions, objectives and strategies for the MRA are not accurate or 
reflective of the Blue Mountains LGA. 

Blue Mountains’ World Heritage status, its remoteness, environment and topography, dispersed settlement and low 
population densities distinguish it from other LGAs in the Metropolitan Rural Area and Greater Sydney. Settlement in the Blue 
Mountains is typically urban surrounded by bushland, and comprises low-density residential neighbourhoods, developed 
around centres at train stations. The interface is not between rural and residential land use, but with the bushland that 
weaves its way throughout the City. 

There is little agriculture and no mineral extraction in the Blue Mountains. Megalong Valley has some agriculture but is 
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otherwise rural residential, as is Sun Valley. Neither have an interface with urban or residential activity. The towns and villages 
(with the exception of the remote Berambing and Mounts Wilson, Irvine and Tomah) are zoned predominantly local centre 
and residential, and are urban in character. All towns and villages interface with bushland. 

The overviews of Metropolitan Rural Area and Rural Land on pages 120, 121, 123 and 138 identify the challenges of 
maintaining agricultural production and mineral resource extraction, demand for rural residential land, and land-use conflicts 
at the rural interface with residential (‘a common tension that needs to be resolved’). None of this is relevant to the Blue 
Mountains. 

The bushland/urban interface, and associated environmental and bushfire risk, is more important in the Blue Mountains than 
the rural/residential land interface, agricultural production and mineral extraction. The overview on Page 138 states Future 
region plans will identify if additional areas of land in the Metropolitan Rural Area are required for urban development and 
Strategy 29.1 includes rural residential development. Given the protected natural areas and bushfire constraints, the Blue 
Mountains will not accommodate any more rural residential, and its urban footprint will not extend beyond the current 
boundary. 

The Council recommends the GSC introduce: 

• A classification for Blue Mountains that reflects its character, typical land use and settlement pattern. 

• A specific sustainability objective for the Blue Mountains LGA or amend Objective 29 for instance: Environmental, 
social and economic values in rural areas and the Blue Mountains are maintained and protected. 

• An accurate description of the Blue Mountains LGA in the overview on page 138  

• A priority to protect and enhance buffers to the natural areas and enhance the contribution the natural areas make 
to the Blue Mountains: 

- character and sense of place 
- liveability 
- nature-based and cultural tourism/recreation 
- drinking water catchments and quality 
- biodiversity. 

 

Objective 16: Freight and logistics network is competitive and efficient 

The Great Western Highway (with Darling Causeway, Bells Line of Road and Hawkesbury Road) is the major link between 
Western NSW and Sydney. Growth in freight transport is forecast to double on the Great Western Highway by 2031. The 
amenity, safety and environmental impacts of freight movement on Blue Mountains environment and community needs to be 
acknowledged and strategies to address this included (such as investigating alternative freight options). 

The draft Region Plan needs to respond to community concerns about the impacts of increasing heavy vehicles using the Great 
Western Highway, Bells Line of Road, Darling Causeway and Hawkesbury Road and sharing our local roads. 
Council recommends the following action be included in the draft Region Plan: 

- investigate alternative freight options to the Great Western Highway (including increased rail freight). 

 

Objective 17: Regional transport is integrated with land use 

Limited public transport in the Blue Mountains means the majority of journeys to work, and a high proportion of visitor trips, 
are made by car. However, recent TfNSW statistics show an increase in train use from the Blue Mountains and train is the 
second most used for journey to work by the Blue Mountains workforce. Council actively promotes public transport for major 
events (such as Winter Magic) and recent additional train services to support visitor trips demonstrate the need for better 
train services to the Blue Mountains. 

Council is concerned that there is not stronger commitment to improving rail connectivity to Greater Sydney through existing 
lines, and to a heavy rail service from WSA to St Marys that can connect into the existing network. Council is concerned that 
the proposal to investigate a mass transit corridor between St Marys and the WSA will lead to a less efficient system (with 
mode changes) that is not seamless train network, does not deliver the best travel times and convenience, and does not 
deliver the service needed to encourage commuter and visitor use between the WSA and the Blue Mountains. If the system is 
not convenient it will not be used to full benefit. Quick and convenient transport between WSA and the Blue Mountains is  
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essential to encourage and support the overnight visitation that would significantly increase the benefit to the Blue Mountains 
economy. 

Also of importance is linking the inland and coastal areas to cross the Great Dividing Range (passing loops and 
signalling solutions on Main Western Rail Line and freight connection to WSA) to facilitate movement between centres 
and regions and to cater for the growing freight task. 

Council recommends the GSC amend the draft Region Plan to acknowledge that a rail connection between the WSA and the 
main western line would be the best option for the Blue Mountains and that this needs to be delivered concurrently with the 
new airport, so that Blue Mountains residents can access the WSA and employment in the Western Economic Corridor, and 
visitors  can access the Blue Mountains directly from the airport. The Region Plan needs to specify a ‘Y connection’ to allow 
seamless services to Penrith and the Blue Mountains. 

 

Objective 20: Western Sydney Airport and Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis are economic catalysts for Western Parkland City 

There is overreliance on the proposed Western Sydney Airport (WSA) and Aerotropolis as the drivers of the Western City’s 
economic growth and claims for the Aerotropolis are overstated. The overseas comparisons have huge population centres and 
trading volumes far in excess of what will apply to the WSA. 

The Blue Mountains is remote from the proposed WSA and Western Economic Corridor, transport connectivity is poor and 
there is uncertainty about transport improvements to address this connectivity (given investigation of a mass transit corridor 
will take up to ten years and is subject to a positive business case). Most of the mountains population are outside of the WSA 
30 minute commute, and many are outside the 30 minute commute to Penrith. Council is, therefore, concerned about the 
focus of employment and education growth in the Western Economic Corridor. Council believes that the Blue Mountains 
community will not get a fair share of the economic and social benefits arising from committed and foreshadowed 
infrastructure spending (that is also focused in the Eastern and Central City in the short to medium term).  

While limited economic and social benefit to the Blue Mountains will be experienced, negative amenity and environmental 
impacts of the airport and associated freight movements will also be experienced. The WSA may even impact negatively on 
tourism in the Blue Mountains (a major contributor to the Blue Mountains and NSW economy) through noise impacts (visitors 
won’t want to experience natural areas with planes constantly flying overhead at a relatively low level). For these reasons 
Council has voiced, and continues to voice, its opposition to the WSA at Badgerys Creek. 

Council recommends alternative economic drivers for the Blue Mountains, including growing the local economy and 
employment, convenient and efficient public transport access to major employment centres, infrastructure to support the 
local economy such as: 

• adequate road access to Katoomba (including Yeaman Bridge and the road network around the Katoomba Town 
Centre, Katoomba industrial area, and visitor areas such as Echo Point and the former Katoomba Golf Course) 

• an upgraded hospital with associated education or research 

• improved digital connectivity 

• a university centre (as per the City Deal) 

• managed work spaces, and 

• visitor infrastructure. 

Refer to comment and recommendations under Objectives 17, 22, 23 and 24 for more detail. 

 

Objective 22: Investment and business activity in centres 

The barriers to unlocking economic potential of strategic centres are not adequately described, and should as a minimum 
include infrastructure and education for a local skilled workforce. While the importance of private investment is 
acknowledged, provision of some of the essential infrastructure is not feasible for private investors, and some infrastructure, 
such as smart hubs and managed workspaces, can be publicly provided to act as a catalyst for private investment . It is 
essential to list barriers that the specific circumstances of all strategic centres (refer to dot points below) and legitimise 
councils seeking funding to address these barriers. Some of the specific barriers to unlocking the economic potential of the 
Katoomba strategic centre are described below. 

Vehicular access to Katoomba (a nominated strategic centre) is severely restricted at Yeaman’s Bridge that connects the 
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centre to the Great Western Highway. Significant  congestion at this intersection affects the functioning of the centre and is 
an impediment to economic, tourism and residential growth. Council is seeking funding through the Western City Deal and 
flagging this issue in the draft Region Plan is needed to assist. 

Blue Mountains Anzac Memorial Hospital provides an important health service (particularly to the increasingly ageing 
population) and is an important  employer in the Katoomba strategic centre. One of two large employers in Katoomba, the 
Hospital contributes significantly to jobs in the strategic centre. Investment in the hospital could generate additional 
employment, particularly if an associated education or research precinct is developed, and ensure the viability of the 
Katoomba strategic centre. 

The future of the Hospital is uncertain, with no funding committed to its upgrade, and its infrastructure is ageing. Funding 
needs to be identified for masterplanning, to determine how the Hospital resource could best be used, and for upgrade of the 
ageing infrastructure. 

Katoomba TAFE is located in the Katoomba strategic centre and could make a significant contribution to its vitality and 
growth. However, the draft Region Plan makes no reference to existing TAFEs and how these resources could be used 
effectively in creating a skilled workforce while boosting employment.  

Blue Mountains has a significant home business sector and, given  its remoteness from major education and employment 
centres, many residents work/study from home or local facilities (such as libraries) for at least some of the time. The need for 
better digital connectivity to support work/study in the remoter areas of Greater Sydney should be recognised in the GSRP as 
essential to economic vitality and growth of those areas. To provide for this local need Council supports the development of 
improved digital connectivity through free Wi-Fi at selected locations, digital precincts and smart hubs in town centres. Work 
spaces can encourage local business and employment, particularly in the more remote areas of Greater Sydney (such as the 
Blue Mountains). Work spaces can also help to reduce isolation of those people who work from home. Council is also working 
towards the provision of a managed work space in the Katoomba that will cater for locals to work remotely from their 
workplace in larger centre. 

Council recommends the GSC include the following as barriers to centres unlocking economic potential: 

• inadequate road infrastructure 

• inadequate, and ineffective use of, hospitals and other social infrastructure 

• strong digital connectivity 

• ineffective use of existing educational institutions 

• lack of work spaces appropriate to the population. 

 

Objective 23: Industrial and urban services land is planned, protected and managed 

Blue mountains industrial lands are not identified. These lands accommodate  important services for the Blue Mountains, 
contribute to its economy and provide employment. Their importance needs to be acknowledged and included in the draft 
Region Plan in the ‘Protect and manage’ category. 

Council recommends all industrial lands in Greater Sydney be shown on Figure 41 and that Blue Mountains industrial lands be 
included in the ‘Protect and manage’ category. 

 

Objective 24: Economic sectors are targeted for success 

Blue Mountains’ World Heritage status, its remoteness, dispersed settlement and low population densities distinguish it from 
other LGAs in the Western City and Greater Sydney as described below (also under Objective 22 above). Visitor economy and 
education and training are important sectors in the Blue Mountains economy. There is limited scope for the other sectors 
listed in Table 5 in the Blue Mountains and residents would need to commute to the Western Economic Corridor to access jobs 
in these sectors. 

52.5% of the Blue Mountains workforce work outside the LGA and it is Council’s aim to grow the local economy and local 
employment, to reduce the proportion of the workforce that work outside the LGA. To achieve this there needs to be 
diversification of our economy and distribution of economic growth throughout the Western and beyond the Western 
Economic Corridor. 

Tourism 
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Tourism is the third largest employer in the Blue Mountains and already contributes significantly to the NSW economy. In 
addition to travel for pleasure, Blue Mountains is a key nature based recreation asset popular with locals, residents of Greater 
Sydney, and beyond, and a popular cultural destination, with attendance at some events reaching into the tens of thousands. 
For many in Greater Sydney Blue Mountains is an easily accessible and relaxed family destination . 

The draft Region Plan does not adequately acknowledge the importance of domestic tourism, including recreational visits by 
people in Greater Sydney, and the importance of tourism to the Blue Mountains and the NSW economies. Nor does it 
acknowledge: 

• The integral role of the natural areas in Blue Mountains tourism and recreation. A significant proportion of visitors to the 
Blue Mountains are attracted by the natural areas – principally for their scenic value, but also for their outdoor 
recreational value; 

• The integral role of the arts in Blue Mountains tourism. Blue Mountains is the NSW inaugural City of the Arts in honour of 
the its creativity that has a long history and is intimately related to the natural environment and the Blue Mountains 
unique character. A burgeoning arts and cultural sector contributes to the local economy and tourism and includes 
villages, heritage, music venues, galleries, gardens and much more; 

• The contribution to tourism of the string of towns and villages along the ridgeline, each with its own character and 
heritage; 

• The added burden to Council to protect the natural areas from urban and industrial impacts (including aircraft pollution). 
Most of the impacts occur at the interface, where weed invasion and polluted storm water are particular impacts. Given 
the extent of the urban/bushland interface the task is a significant pull on Council’s resources; 

• The need for visitor infrastructure and trained workers to support the tourism industry. While visitors come to see the 
Blue Mountains, most get their experience from Council provided infrastructure at the interface of the natural areas 
(specifically look outs and cliff top walks, roads and parking, toilets and waste removal); 

• The substantial cost of providing infrastructure and urban design improvements in town centres that experience greater 
use than normal due to the high numbers of visitors. 

Council supports growth in tourism because of the benefits to the Blue Mountains economy and its character as a visitor 
destination. However, not all  in our community experience the full  benefits (including Council). Some experience the negative 
impacts of tourism (traffic, parking and noise for instance), and Council is required to fund infrastructure to ameliorate these 
impacts, such as proposed bus parking in Leura). While private investment is important, public infrastructure is essential and 
Council is not able to fund other major impacts, such as traffic congestion at Yeaman Bridge that is caused by local traffic and 
tourism related traffic. 

Some of Council’s infrastructure expenditure benefits both locals and visitors. However, unless substantial funding is received 
from other levels of government, local rate payers will continue their current subsidisation of visitor infrastructure and tourism 
in The Blue Mountains. 

In order to leverage the economic value of tourism, investment in product and infrastructure is needed, and funding options 
need to be supported in the draft Region Plan. Council considers there is an overreliance on the Western Economic Corridor 
and industries related to the airport (defence, aerospace, freight and logistics) in the draft Region Plan. These industries are 
unlikely to contribute to the Blue Mountains economy and Council considers the draft Region Plan needs to include an 
objective and strategies to support the diversification of economic development in the Western City, particularly in those areas 
that are remote from the Corridor. 

Education 

Blue Mountains has significant education facilities that support development of skills in creative industries, tourism, hospitality 
and personal support (Torrens Campus in Leura, Wentworth Falls and Katoomba TAFE). The importance of such institutions to 
economic growth needs to be  acknowledged, and existing education resources such as local TAFEs need to be prioritised for 
more effective use. 

The skills of the Blue Mountains’ workforce need be developed to support established and growing sectors of the economy. 
There is a particular need for workers in the following areas, to support the local population and tourism, and address the 
employment needs of the local workforce (particularly youth employment): 

- health and social assistance, 

- education 

- tourism and outdoor recreation 

- trades (particularly needed to address ageing trades workforce and youth unemployment). 

The role that existing higher education facilities, such as the two TAFE campuses, can play in up skilling the local workforce 
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needs to be acknowledged in the draft Region Plan. 

 

Liveability 

Council supports the concept of housing targets and affordable housing targets, and the focus on ensuring housing diversity 
and affordability to meet the community’s needs is planned for in a Local Housing Strategy to be prepared by individual 
councils. There is latent demand for medium density housing in the Blue Mountains, particularly for younger people who want 
smaller, more affordable housing with less maintenance and for downsizers and seniors who can no longer maintain a 
detached house and garden, and want to be closer to a town centre for accessibility. 

In the 2015 consultation ‘great places’ are of high importance to the West District’s residents (being the second most 
mentioned to transport and infrastructure) and the emphasis was on public spaces and community facilities. While protection 
of the natural environment and access to supermarkets may be important to residents, the main concerns for the West 
District’s people appear to be cost of living, employment, social support and local recreation that is close by. However, in the 
liveability section the emphasis is on housing supply and diversity (with over half the section devoted to housing).  

The priorities and actions around urban amenity, and social and physical infrastructure need to be strengthened to place 
more emphasis on what people need in an urban setting, such as local parks and sporting facilities, entertainment and leisure, 
and the use of towns and villages for leisure and shopping. 

Objective 6: Services and infrastructure meet communities changing needs 

The metrics on page nine show differences across the three cities in terms of climate, jobs, housing and population, and there 
is recognition of the need to address some of the deficiencies such as distribution of jobs. However, there is no comparison of 
socio-economic characteristics to demonstrate the obvious differences across the three cities, and no recognition of the need 
to address obvious deficiencies. The draft region plan needs to refer, in particular, to the relative disadvantage in the Western 
City and to specific issues identified by broader health and wellbeing indicators (such as levels of obesity, homelessness, 
disability, mental health and isolation). Specific aspects not adequately covered and relevant to the Blue Mountains include: 

- youth unemployment 

- vulnerable families 

- mental health 

- women’s health 

- higher rate of ageing 

- social isolation across the age spectrum 

- disability 

- emergency support for vulnerable households 

- homelessness. 

The Western City is consistently identified as being below the Greater Sydney Average in many health and wellbeing 
indicators, and the initial aim should be to close this gap. Closing the gap can’t be achieved by facilities alone - there needs to 
be more discussion about district level facilities and the possibility of shared facilities and services, including outreach, and 
programs to support use of facilities. 

Youth and youth unemployment are not adequately covered. Young people need access to appropriate education, cultural 
facilities and employment. These are not going to be provided by youth services as stated in the document. Youth services in 
the mountains can’t provide ‘employment facilities’ when youth unemployment runs as high as it is. TAFE Blue Mountains 
needs to offer trades qualifications that can be matched with local apprenticeships for young people who are unlikely to go to 
university so they don’t end up chronically unemployed. Another option would be to have a university centre (where any 
university could run programs and courses) located in the Blue Mountains. Currently young people aged 18-30 leave the 
mountains in large numbers to access work or higher education, leading to a loss of vitality and age diversity. This isn’t 
addressed in the document. 

 

Cemeteries and crematoria 
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There is brief mention of the need for cemeteries, but no strategies or actions. 

Research demonstrates that generally people wish to be interred within 30 minutes of their home. As a greater proportion of 
the population are living in urban centres, and the cemetery facilities within those centres reach capacity, additional or 
expanded spaces, or alternative options for memorialisation, will be required. 

Cemeteries and crematoria are key social infrastructure. The draft Region Plan should provide better direction for the creation 
of facilities that are accessible geographically and economically, and are reflective of a diversity of cultures and backgrounds. 

As a land use cemeteries and crematoria often garner opposition from the local community. A regional approach to the land 
use would focus on strategic planning for facilities and guarantee that medium to long term demand is capable of being met, 
cognisant of future trends in burial and memorial practices. 

This issue needs to be addressed at the regional level to ensure equitable and timely delivery of facilities. 

 

Sustainability 

The significance of the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area (GBMWHA), and the need for its special protection, is 
understated in the draft Region Plan. The draft Region Plan does not identify the potential impacts of the proposed WSA on 
the GBMWHA. Aircraft noise is of particular concern. Research shows soundscapes are important to national park visitors and 
that scenery is more meaningful to people when there is less artificial noise and less visibility of aircraft. 

The GBMWHA listing recognises its importance as an area for the conservation of biological diversity and as an outstanding 
area representative of the evolution of ecosystems and plant/animal communities. The successful listing was, in part, 
dependent on demonstration that impacts of development, local and regional, would not threaten the values that justified 
the listing. The need to protect the GBMWHA should be highlighted with particular reference to international trends in the 
management of aircraft noise in national parks. 

The City's location within a World Heritage Area places responsibilities on the community, Blue Mountains City Council 
(Council) and other agencies to ensure that impacts of urban development are carefully managed and that the internationally 
recognised values of this natural environment are protected. The Blue Mountains community understands and supports the 
environmental significance of the natural area in which they live and the natural environment, quietness and solitude are the 
major reasons many people choose to live in and visit the Blue Mountains. 

Council recommends greater emphasis be afforded to the GBMWHA in the draft Region Plan and specific objectives/actions 
included as follows: 

• planning frameworks that provide an elevated level of protection for the GBMWHA (including protection from 
aircraft noise), 

• identify, protect and enhance buffers to the GBMWHA, 
• support sustainable nature based and cultural tourism associated with the GBMWHA, 
• Greater acknowledgement of drinking water catchment and mechanisms for protection. 

The extent of the interface between the urban and natural areas and the extent of the task in managing impacts on the 
natural environment/water catchment, the extent of the task in managing bushfire risks and recovery, and the constraints 
these present constraints are not acknowledged in the draft plans. There is an additional cost to Council because of the size of 
the bushland interface with urban areas that needs to be acknowledged so that Council can attract funding to address 
impacts. 

The Green Grid does not acknowledge the key regional open space recreational precincts of the Blue Mountains. Further 
development of these precincts is needed to meet growing demand for recreation and tourism. 
The scenic southern escarpment should be a priority green grid project. Other key open space recreation initiatives in the Blue 
Mountains should also be supported: Glenbrook Park and Wentworth Falls Lake as regional facilities.  

 

http://www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au/index.cfm
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