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14 December 2017 
 
Ms Sarah Hill  
CEO 
Greater Sydney Commission - Draft District Plans 
PO Box 257 
Parramatta NSW 2124 
 
Via email to:  submissions@gsc.nsw.gov.au  
 
Dear Ms Hill 
 
I commend the submissions on the draft Plans from the two Councils that make up my 
electorate of Macquarie – Hawkesbury City Council and Blue Mountains City Council. 
 
In particular I want to take this opportunity to highlight a number of issues for GSC 
consideration. 
 
1) Heritage –There is greater recognition of the Hawkesbury’s heritage in the Draft 

Western City district plan compared to the earlier West District Plan. With Hawkesbury 
having four of the five Macquarie towns, the threat to the nations’ colonial heritage is 
real. In fact the destruction of Thompson Square – Australia’s oldest public square  - 
currently underway with the Windsor Bridge Replacement Project shows that the NSW 
Government treats heritage matters with contempt and is at odds with the GSC proposed 
actions for Richmond and Windsor to “respect and enhance the significant heritage value 
and assets”(pg 94). 

 
2) Environment – While concerns about the impact of the Western Sydney Airport were a 

‘top five’ issue arising from the feedback on the earlier draft district plans (pg 20) the 
current Draft Plan has little if anything to say about how those concerns can be 
addressed. The draft Plan has plenty to say about what the GSC considers to be the 
positive benefits of the airport, without any apparent independent evidence of those 
impacts. Surely the District Plan can pay some respect to the concerns about the 
negative impacts of the Airport on the environment and residential liveability by stating 
who is responsible for addressing those impacts. In particular, there is no recognition of 
the noise and pollution effects if the initial intention that 100% of arriving flights at the 
Western Sydney Airport traverse the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area. 

 
3) Employment- Much of the population of both the Blue Mountains and the Hawkesbury 

will always be more than 30 minutes from Penrith, particularly given the lack of public 
transport linking the Hawkesbury and Penrith. That is why a concurrent emphasis on 
local economic development is needed to maximise local employment opportunities and 
minimise journey to work times. 

 
While the Federal Government is pursuing the development of the new Western Sydney 
Airport, the re-purposing of the Richmond RAAF Base and surrounding precincts, 
including involving the University of Western Sydney and Richmond TAFE, have the 
potential to generate high skilled local jobs into the future. 
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In the Blue Mountains while the upgrading of the Great Western Highway has improved 
the ability of residents and visitors to safely get to and move around the Mountains there 
remain some significant pinch points which are a brake on economic and tourism 
development. This is especially the case with Yeamans Bridge/Great Western Highway 
intersection at Katoomba and the Hawkesbury Road/Great Western Highway 
interchange at Springwood. 

 
4) Transport – Improved transport connections within the Hawkesbury are vital to reduce 

congestion and linkages both east-west and north south will improve access to jobs by 
residents. The GSC Plans should provide greater certainty around where the corridors 
for the M7- Bells Line of Road connection will be as well as the Outer Orbital and 
North/South Rail. 

 
While the GSC is rightly focussed on the big picture, the funding pressures on local 
councils are such that they cannot always meet community needs or expectations. For 
example the liveability of villages and towns is greatly improved when safe all weather 
pedestrian/bicycle connections are available. In many parts of the Hawkesbury and Blue 
Mountains those connections do not exist. With billions of dollars being spent by the 
State and Federal governments on airports, motorways and stadiums many local 
residents would benefit from a program of modest works to provide safe off road 
pathways connecting towns and villages. One example is an off-road dual path/bikeway 
linking Hawkesbury Heights to Winmalee.  

 
5) Agriculture – The Hawkesbury plays a big role in the agricultural production especially 

for the Sydney market. Fresh food production close to market needs protection rather 
than agricultural land being seen as ‘future urban’. While the Hawkesbury-Nepean flood 
plain is helpful in providing some protection from alternative urban uses, more needs to 
be done both on the flood plain and in the hills to the west. 

 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Susan Templeman MP 
Federal Member for Macquarie 
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