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THE UNIVERS]TY OF

Dr Michael Spence
Vice Chancellor and Principal, The University of Sydney

14 December 2017

Mr Geofl Turnbull
Chief Commissioner, The Greater Sydney Commission

Dear Chief Commissioner,

I wish to personally congratulate you and the Greater Sydney Commission for the Draf
Greater Sydney Region Plan and District Plans.

As you are aware, The University of Sydney supports the Greater Sydney Commission's
40-year vision of a metropolis of three cities spanning from the established Sydney
Harbour City in the east, through Greater Parramatta (Central River City), to the emerging
city in the west Western Parkland City), anchored by the future Western Sydney Airport.
The University is particularly focussed on the vision that these three cities are to be
supported by a netvvork of innovation precincts and a 3o-minute efficient transport
network. We are also encouraged by the support for collaboration at the heart of this
vision, and we have been working closely with our partners in the amazing
Camperdown/Ultimo Health and Education precinct area to realise the potential
opportunity. We are delighted that the Draft Region Plan and Central District Plan
recognise this collaboration area as a super Precinct.

As highlighted within the draft Plans, universities are integral to supporting the growth and
vibrancy of our major centres. Tertiary education stimulates innovative industries that
foster quality, high value jobs. The University of Sydney alone has over 62,000 students,
employs more than 7,000 people, and has revenues of over $2 billion a year.
Collaboration with government, industry and other NSW Universities is vital for {uture-
proofing Sydney as it continues to boost innovation and manage its increasing density in
strategic ways. With its distinct presence in all three of the proposed major metropolitan
areas, the University is uniquely placed to support and deliver the Greater Sydney
Commission's long-term growth objectives, should eff icient transport connections be
provided.

I note that lor the lirst time, the draft Greater Sydney Region Plan has been prepared in
conjunction with Transport for NSW'S Transport Stalegy (the draft Future Transpott 2056
Strategyl. The University of Sydney applauds the Greater Sydney Commission for this
integrated approach, and our submission on the draft Future Transport 2056 Strategy is

included as a supporting document within this submission.
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We are committed to working with you to ensure the success of the plans. To this end,
we would welcome the opportunity to brief the Commission on our submission and the
future plans of the University. Please do not hesitate to contact Greg Robinson, Director
Campus lnfrastructure Services on   or via email

for any queries or to arrange a future meeting.

Yours sincerely,

t

MichaelSpence

Attachments:
1. Submission to the Sydney Region Plan
2. Submission to the Central District Plan
3. Submission to the Eastern District Plan
4. Submission to the West District Plan
5. Submission to the Future Transport 2056 Strategy
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                                                                                                   Attachment 1 
University of Sydney Submission to the Greater Sydney Commission,  

Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan, December 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Overview 
The University of Sydney congratulates the NSW Government on the delivery of the draft 
Greater Sydney Region Plan - Our Greater Sydney 2056 (referred to as the Draft Plan in this 
submission), which is intended to replace the Department of Planning’s Sydney Metropolitan 
Strategy 2031. The University applauds the work that has been undertaken to develop the 
Draft Plan as the strategic umbrella to the various draft Sydney District Plans prepared by the 
Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) which are to be read in conjunction with the draft Future 
Transport 2056 prepared by Transport for NSW (TfNSW). The University is grateful for the 
opportunity to respond to the Draft Plan, and the Government’s strategic objectives for Greater 
Sydney’s future over the next 40 years. 
 
Tertiary education is now Sydney’s largest and fastest growing export sector. With over 62,000 
students, 7,000 staff and revenues of over $2 billion a year, the University of Sydney is proud 
to play a role as a leader in teaching, research and innovation and supporting Sydney to grow 
a sustainable, high-quality, international education industry.  
 
The University’s land portfolio extends throughout Greater Sydney, from our Inner-Sydney 
campus at Camperdown-Darlington, to satellite campuses in Eveleigh, the CBD, Rozelle, 
Westmead, Penrith, Cumberland, Camden/Bringelly and Badgerys Creek. Consequently, the 
future strategic planning of Greater Sydney’s catchment has significant impact upon the 
University’s assets, portfolios, and agendas in education and research. The University is keen 
to collaborate with the GSC and Government to realise the strategic planning priorities for 
Greater Sydney.  
 
The University has taken the time to carefully consider the Draft Plan, the Draft District Plans 
and the Draft Future Transport Strategy documentation and would like to raise the discussion 
points below for your consideration:  

1.1 The University of Sydney is ready to work with its precinct partners to 
implement the vision for a productive, liveable and sustainable Sydney 

 
The University and its precinct neighbours are resolved to collectively share the essential 
ingredients of successful ‘innovation hubs’ and complement the ongoing development of 
innovation hubs in Western Sydney (Westmead), and Macquarie University (the Hearing Hub) 
among others.  
 
With a key role in the Westmead development, the University is also seeking to develop the 
partnerships within the Camperdown/Ultimo Heath and Education precinct. Such precinct 
partners include the Sydney Local Health District (LHD), the Western Sydney LHD, University 
Technology Sydney (UTS), Notre Dame University, Carriageworks, the Australian Technology 
Park (ATP) and Cicada Innovations, who are each successful in their own right.  
 
International experience and research demonstrates that universities are an essential 
ingredient for success in these innovation precincts to stimulate growth and jobs. Economists 
estimate that the existing stock of knowledge generated by university research was worth 
almost $160 billion in 2014, equivalent to approximately 10% of Australian GDP. This 
‘knowledge stock’ value exceeds the entire value-add to GDP of Australia’s mining industry1. 

                                                      
1 Deloitte Access Economics 2015 The importance of universities to Australia’s prosperity p17 Report commissioned by 
Universities Australia file:///C:/Users/petas/Downloads/deloitte-au-economics-importance-universities-australias-prosperity-
011015.pdf 
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Universities also play a broader positive role in place-making, giving structure and vibrancy to 
Sydney’s major centres, stimulating spill-over industries, cultural and sporting activities, and 
start-ups. Tertiary education is a leading creator of quality, high-value jobs and economic 
activity in Sydney. 
 
The Camperdown/Ultimo Health and Education precinct is in a uniquely central position to 
foster greater connection, collaboration and co-location to drive innovation because the City/ 
Ultimo/ Darlington/ Camperdown district already has all the key ingredients: 

 
 Industry: mix and maturity of businesses;  
 Anchors: presence of universities, hospitals and research institutes; 
 Liveability: access to housing, transport and high quality amenities; 
 Pathways: presence of facilitators and accelerators of economic growth (e.g. start-up 

hubs); 
 Network: network of support services and interconnectedness of key activators; and 
 Governance and Culture: clear brand identity and strong support through policy, 

paired with a culture of risk taking and entrepreneurialism. 
 
Our research in conjunction with PwC highlights the potential of the proposed Camperdown-
Ultimo Health and Education precinct to deliver significant economic outcomes, particularly 
around high value jobs, flow on jobs and direct increase and impact to GVA. 
 
The University of Sydney has already prepared the ground to achieve these goals at 
Camperdown and Westmead: 
 

• The University of Sydney Strategic Plan 2016-2020 outlines the concept of the 
Knowledge Hub, whose physical centre lies within the University’s founding 
geography, but whose spokes connect to a constellation of nodes, a distributed 
ecosystem of ‘maker spaces’, ‘test and learn’ spaces, retail and commercial space.  
Through the Knowledge Hub, multi-disciplinary initiatives in teaching, research, and 
project partnerships will be hosted. 

 
• The Westmead Innovation Centre (WIC) is the centrepiece of the University’s new 

generation of partnership with the redeveloped Westmead Hospital and precinct, 
meeting practical real-life challenges such as chronic disease and its complex social 
determinants and consequences.  It will be a magnet for private sector medi-tech and 
knowledge economy investment in the Parramatta area and play a key role in closing 
Western Sydney’s 200,000 strong ‘jobs gap’. 

 
• Sydney Health Partners, a collaboration of the SLHD, WSLHD, Sydney Children’s 

Hospital and the University of Sydney achieved NHMRC endorsement to establish an 
Advanced Health Research and Translation Centre (AHRTC). This is a major strategic 
asset connecting the Camperdown Precinct and the Westmead Precinct in multilateral 
and multidisciplinary relationships.  
 

• The University of Sydney’s ground breaking multi-disciplinary research and teaching 
model is well established at the Centre for Translational Data Science, Charles 
Perkins Centre, Australian Institute for Nanoscale Science and Technology, Brain and 
Mind Centre, Marie Bashir Institute for Infectious Diseases and Biosecurity, and the 
Australian Centre for Field Robotics.  
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Over the next 20 years and beyond we will see the Camperdown/Ultimo Precinct with the 
Sydney CBD as the primary driver of national investment and job creation, in a relationship in 
which the Greater Parramatta to Olympic Peninsula (GPOP) as the emerging counterpart 
accelerator of population and investment growth. By so doing, Sydney and NSW will lead 
Australia in maximising our regional sustainability, our social richness and resilience and our 
economic opportunities. 
 
In achieving this vision, the University of Sydney will continue to: 

- create more infrastructure and shared amenity in the precinct; 
- expand our reach to more students across NSW, including regional NSW; 
- expand our teacher, researcher and corporate staff resources to meet expected 

growth; 
- expand on and create new enduring links with industry; and  
- prove our intellectual and delivery credentials in problem solving and thought 

leadership. 
 
International studies demonstrate that a key component of success is connectivity- proximity 
matters.  For innovation precincts in the US, clustering benefits are greatest when firms are 
within a mile (1.6km) of each other, and benefits disappear when proximity is beyond 10 miles 
(16 kms)2. 
 
With strategic investment in transport bringing the GPOP and Camperdown/Ultimo Precincts 
closer to sub 30 minute connection, these two precincts are poised to leverage each other’s 
strengths to ensure NSW is optimally placed domestically and globally to evolve its economy 
into one which makes the best use of knowledge and technology for its citizens.  A Metro 
Station linking the University Campus and Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, and bridge between 
Redfern and Darlington, and a solution to Redfern Station capacity and access are all part of 
this vision. 
 
The proposed redevelopment of the Central to Eveleigh rail corridor, the Western Metro rail 
project, Parramatta/Westmead light rail, the Commonwealth Government’s ‘City Deals’, and 
the proposed Western Sydney Airport and associated investment combine to offer a once-in-a 
century opportunity to supercharge NSW into a new era. 
 
The success of this vision for the Sydney’s third century of global engagement will depend on 
collaboration, focussed investment and a commitment to do things differently. The University 
of Sydney makes this commitment. 
 
 

Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan – Key Success Factors 
 

• The GSC is to be congratulated in recognising the importance of universities as future 
catalysts for innovation and economic growth within the draft Plan. 

• The University fully supports the draft Plan’s recognition of the University’s role as a Health 
& Education speciality precinct at Camperdown/Ultimo and at Westmead.  The University 
agrees with Objective 21 in defining the Health & Education Precincts at 
Camperdown/Ultimo and at Westmead as Innovation Districts and as “transit-accessible 
precincts with an active ecosystem that includes health and education assets, surrounded 

                                                      
2 Scott Andes 11 Oct 2017 https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/2017-10-
10_ocs_bass_downtown_universities_scott_andes_full.pdf 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/2017-10-10_ocs_bass_downtown_universities_scott_andes_full.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/2017-10-10_ocs_bass_downtown_universities_scott_andes_full.pdf
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by a network of medical research institutions, a mix of complementary industry tenants, 
housing, ancillary facilities and services."    

• The University fully supports the draft Plan’s acknowledgement that these Health & 
Education precincts will serve as significant growth industries, supporting the future growth 
of the NSW economy with greater reliance on knowledge-intensive jobs and tertiary 
education, particularly in the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
(referred to as STEM).  

  
• The University fully supports the draft Plan’s recognition of Camperdown/Ultimo as an 

emerging Innovation Corridor comprising the University of Sydney, University of 
Technology Sydney (UTS), the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital (RPA), The University of 
Notre Dame University, and the Australian Technology Park. 

 
• The University fully supports the draft Plan’s nomination of the Camperdown/Ultimo Health 

& Education Precinct as a Collaboration Area. The University is committed to the 
development of the Collaboration Area and applaud the GSC’s focus of brokering with all 
tiers of government to achieve future growth and dedicated infrastructure (Objective 5). 

 
• Under Objective 19 for Greater Parramatta, the University welcomes the draft Plan’s 

acknowledgement of the University’s $500 million expansion of the Westmead campus as 
a significant injection to this Health & Education Precinct. 

 
• In response to Objective 20 for the Western Sydney Airport (WSA) and Badgerys Creek 

Aerotropolis, the University has prepared a Planning Proposal for the rezoning of our 
Badgerys Creek site and will specifically support the draft Plan’s objectives to serve as 
"catalysts for attracting globally significant job types” and “over a 20–40-year period 
significantly improving job containment for the city". 

 
• As stated above, the University fully supports the draft Plan’s Objective 21 for 

‘Internationally competitive health, education, research and innovation precincts’. In 
addition to the Camperdown/Ultimo and Westmead precincts, the University supports the 
draft Plan’s identification of the Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis as a potential fourth 
University city. The University's landholding at Badgerys Creek, adjoining the WSA site, is 
well placed to support this objective and to be "anchored around the development of 
airport related industries such as defence and aerospace, avionics, cyber security, food 
manufacturing and advanced manufacturing." 

 
• The University notes the NSW Government’s commitment to the provision of transport and 

essential services for these precincts, as these are essential and instrumental in the 
success of these Innovation Districts. 

  
To further strengthen the Draft Sydney Region Plan, the following points are set out below for 
consideration: 
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Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan 2017 – Key Recommendations 
 

1. The University would welcome an increased emphasis on an appropriate broad rezoning 
of University lands identified within the Health and Education Precincts and Innovation 
Districts, to achieve the draft Plan’s objective that these centres serve as key economic 
catalysts.  Specifically, broad rezoning opportunities are instrumental to the University’s 
campuses at Camperdown/Ultimo and Westmead, and the University’s consolidated site 
adjoining the future Western Sydney Airport at Badgerys Creek. 

2. The University requests that, in support of the draft Plan’s recognition of the Westmead 
Health & Education Precinct, Figure 38 Characteristics of selected health and education 
precincts’ be upgraded to include the University of Sydney as a significant contributor to 
this precinct. 

3. The University requests that the draft Plan Objective 18 Harbour CBD strengthen the 
requirement for an upgrade to Redfern Station to service the Camperdown/Ultimo Health 
& Education Precinct and Innovation District. 

4. The University requests that under Objective 20 for Western Sydney Airport and 
Badgery’s Creek Aerotropolis, and in recognition of the University’s land at Badgerys 
Creek, that the University also be acknowledged and included within the Western Sydney 
City Deal and collaboration process with the three tiers of government in driving the 
delivery of WSA and supporting employment lands. 

 
 
 
We look forward to working with the GSC to realise the potential of each of the Districts for the 
benefit of NSW.  
 
If you have any questions about the University of Sydney’s responses to any of the GSC’s 
Plans, please do not hesitate to contact Greg Robinson, Director Campus Infrastructure 
Services on . 
 
 
 



 

Attachment #1 
University of Sydney Submission to Transport for New South Wales in response 

to the Draft Future Transport 2056 Strategy and the Draft Services and 
Infrastructure Plan  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Overview 
 
The University of Sydney is pleased to respond to the Draft Future Transport 2056 Strategy 
(the Draft Strategy), and the Draft Services and Infrastructure Plan. We are delighted that for 
the first time, Transport for NSW’s (TfNSW) Draft Transport Strategy has been prepared in 
conjunction with the Greater Sydney Commission’s (GSC’s) Draft Greater Sydney Regional 
Plan and Draft District Plans and applaud TfNSW for this integrated approach.  
 
We recognise the importance of the 40-year vision, directions and outcomes framework for 
customer mobility in NSW set out in the Draft Strategy which will guide crucial transport 
investment over the long term. The Draft Strategy will be delivered through a series of 
supporting plans, one of which -  the Draft Services Infrastructure Plan (the Draft Plan) -  is of 
significance to the University’s strategic objectives and aspirations for growth. For this reason, 
the University will respond to both the Draft Strategy and the Draft Plan in this submission. 
 
Draft Future Transport 2056 Strategy 
 
The University acknowledges and applauds the vision and principles embedded in the Draft 
Strategy. Importantly, the University’s own vision aligns with a number of objectives outlined in 
the Draft Strategy and we would greatly value the opportunity to support TfNSW in achieving 
them. There are two key responses to the Draft Strategy:   
 
1. The Draft Strategy recognises that successful transport systems must be high 

performing and that they can help drive economic activity.  
 
The University’s recent submission to TfNSW and UrbanGrowth NSW (North Eveleigh 
Precinct: Part of Sydney’s Cluster of Clusters) outlined our vision for a North Eveleigh 
Precinct in response to the ‘Redfern to Eveleigh Market Sounding’. The University is a key 
anchor institute in the GSC’s Camperdown-Ultimo Collaboration Area, within which the 
North Eveleigh Precinct sits. The North Eveleigh Precinct vision complements the 
Strategy’s aim to make successful places to support the growth of communities, places 
and the economy. 
 
We are keenly aware of the physical limitations of Redfern Station to support future growth 
in the area. We strongly believe there is a need to fully redevelop Redfern Station to: 
• increase capacity, which would address current constraints and attract more 

passengers thereby relieving the traffic congestion in Sydney’s inner suburbs, and  
• ensure the Station is compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) which 

makes it unlawful to discriminate against people with a disability and their associates 
most particularly in relation to access to public premises. 

We are aware however, that the physical constraints of Redfern Station will limit any 
redevelopment, and any improvement may simply alleviate current capacity issues – thus 
a significant augmentation to the area’s heavy rail network is necessary to enable the 
University and our Collaboration Area partners to connect to the rest of Sydney and 
beyond.   
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Based on independent studies undertaken by the University, a Sydney Metro West 
alignment with a station on University grounds adjacent to the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital 
(RPAH) would provide material community and economic benefits including an economic 
impact of up to $6.8 billion through transport and agglomeration benefits that would 
otherwise be constrained through the existing transport options.  
 
In addition to this, the location of Redfern Station to the centre of the University and the 
RPAH (14 and 26-minute walk respectively), makes the GSC’s ‘30-minute city’ vision 
largely unattainable. A Sydney Metro West station at the University and adjacent to the 
RPAH would substantially increase the number of sub 30-minute connections between 
Sydney’s known innovation clusters and allow the Camperdown/Ultimo precinct to support 
Sydney’s other innovation clusters and the GSC’s smart city vision. The University is thus 
advocating for a Sydney Metro West alignment which includes stations at the Westmead 
Health and Education Precinct and at the University’s Camperdown Campus within the 
Camperdown-Ultimo Health and Education Precinct. 

 
2. Opportunities for Western Sydney 

The University is well placed to support the GSC’s and TfNSW’s plans in providing land, 
development and employment opportunities for Western Sydney including sites at 
Badgerys Creek (adjoining the WSA) and at Westmead. The success of these precincts as 
catalysts for future growth also relies upon Government commitment to essential transport 
infrastructure.  

In relation to the Draft Strategy, we would value further discussions on the following:  
 
• The University is aligned with the objectives set out in the Draft Strategy and would be 

keen to participate in the development and implementation of the Draft Strategy. 
 
• The Draft Strategy focuses on the Mass Transit Corridor: CBD – Bays Precinct – Olympic 

Park – Greater Parramatta – WSA, and as the University is also focussed on these areas, 
we would value the opportunity to engage in future discussions on the need for investment 
decisions around the Corridor. 

 
• The University recognises that the physical constraints of Redfern Station means that any 

redevelopment of the Station may simply alleviate current capacity issues. We would value 
discussions on the need for a significant augmentation to the area‘s heavy rail network to 
enable the University and our Collaboration Area partners to connect to the rest of Sydney 
and beyond. We are keen for a Sydney Metro West alignment which includes stations at 
the Westmead Health and Education Precinct and at the University’s Camperdown 
Campus within the Camperdown-Ultimo Health and Education Precinct. 
 

 
The Draft Services and Infrastructure Plan 
 
The University commends the vision and principles embedded in the Draft Plan. We would 
value consideration of the following:  
 

1. The University is keen to work collaboratively with Government to provide input to 
possible solutions to issues identified, for example, through our current conversation 
with TfNSW on the Metro West Opportunity.   
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2. The University would be keen to be involved in any further plans concerning access to 
Camden and Westmead, as these are two areas that will require improvement as we 
continue to grow our presence in Western Sydney. 

 
3. The University is passionate about the opportunities presented at Badgerys Creek for 

jobs and growth, and would be keen to work with you to build stronger connectivity 
between the Airport and the Western Sydney Employment Area (WSEA). For 
example, the Draft Plan shows the M12 to be an airport-only road, whereas we 
suggest that M12 access to both the WSEA and Airport would have far greater 
economic benefits for the district.  

 
4. The University recommends that two access points to the Badgerys Creek Airport will 

be critical to its operational success. We suggest a northern access point for 
passengers and a southern one to facilitate freight, and to act as a release valve in 
emergencies. Attached to this submission is a report prepared by leading global 
advisors in commercial airport design, Market Square Consult. This report highlights 
the critical importance two access points play in the operational success of 
commercial airports.  

 
5. It is also suggested that a planned timeframe for the M9 corridor, earlier than 2056, 

should be considered by TfNSW to enable and support the Government’s planned 
commitment for essential services and transport access to the Western Sydney 
Airport, the planned Aerotropolis, and the planned western employment lands. 

 
We look forward to working with TfNSW to progress the responses to the Draft Strategy and 
Draft Plan outlined above. We firmly believe that transport connectivity will help us realise the 
potential of our precincts for the benefit of NSW.  
 
If you have any questions about the University of Sydney’s submission to the Commission’s 
District Plan, please do not hesitate to contact Greg Robinson, Director Campus Infrastructure 
Services on  
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