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THE UNIVERS]TY OF

Dr Michael Spence
Vice Chancellor and Principal, The University of Sydney

14 December 2017

Mr Geofl Turnbull
Chief Commissioner, The Greater Sydney Commission

Dear Chief Commissioner,

I wish to personally congratulate you and the Greater Sydney Commission for the Draf
Greater Sydney Region Plan and District Plans.

As you are aware, The University of Sydney supports the Greater Sydney Commission's
40-year vision of a metropolis of three cities spanning from the established Sydney
Harbour City in the east, through Greater Parramatta (Central River City), to the emerging
city in the west Western Parkland City), anchored by the future Western Sydney Airport.
The University is particularly focussed on the vision that these three cities are to be
supported by a netvvork of innovation precincts and a 3o-minute efficient transport
network. We are also encouraged by the support for collaboration at the heart of this
vision, and we have been working closely with our partners in the amazing
Camperdown/Ultimo Health and Education precinct area to realise the potential
opportunity. We are delighted that the Draft Region Plan and Central District Plan
recognise this collaboration area as a super Precinct.

As highlighted within the draft Plans, universities are integral to supporting the growth and
vibrancy of our major centres. Tertiary education stimulates innovative industries that
foster quality, high value jobs. The University of Sydney alone has over 62,000 students,
employs more than 7,000 people, and has revenues of over $2 billion a year.
Collaboration with government, industry and other NSW Universities is vital for {uture-
proofing Sydney as it continues to boost innovation and manage its increasing density in
strategic ways. With its distinct presence in all three of the proposed major metropolitan
areas, the University is uniquely placed to support and deliver the Greater Sydney
Commission's long-term growth objectives, should eff icient transport connections be
provided.

I note that lor the lirst time, the draft Greater Sydney Region Plan has been prepared in
conjunction with Transport for NSW'S Transport Stalegy (the draft Future Transpott 2056
Strategyl. The University of Sydney applauds the Greater Sydney Commission for this
integrated approach, and our submission on the draft Future Transport 2056 Strategy is

included as a supporting document within this submission.
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We are committed to working with you to ensure the success of the plans. To this end,
we would welcome the opportunity to brief the Commission on our submission and the
future plans of the University. Please do not hesitate to contact Greg Robinson, Director
Campus lnfrastructure Services on     

for any queries or to arrange a future meeting.

Yours sincerely,

t

MichaelSpence

Attachments:
1. Submission to the Sydney Region Plan
2. Submission to the Central District Plan
3. Submission to the Eastern District Plan
4. Submission to the West District Plan
5. Submission to the Future Transport 2056 Strategy
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                                                                                                   Attachment 2 
University of Sydney Submission to the Greater Sydney Commission,  

Draft Central City District Plan, December 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

Overview 
 
The Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) is to be congratulated for acknowledging the 
importance of the Westmead precinct and its future as an Innovation District, including the 
associated supporting transport connections and services infrastructure necessary to achieve 
this.  
 
The University of Sydney is keen to further develop the role it plays as a partner in research, 
education and health with industry and the community. We strongly support the draft Central 
City District Plan’s (the draft Plan) Ten Directions and Planning Priorities, and we firmly believe 
that we can deliver on a number of the nominated actions by working closely with Parramatta 
City Council as part of the expansion of our activities at Westmead. We believe this will assist 
in accelerating some of the broader outcomes for the Westmead precinct including the 
creation of a liveable place, creating public realm spaces, providing community facilities, and 
supporting the night-time economy. These are all things that will thrive if they are leveraging 
the opportunities of a university community. 
 
Central to achieving the above vision, is enhancing the connectivity between the Westmead 
and Camperdown/Ultimo precincts. Given the physical constraints of Redfern station, the only 
remaining heavy rail solution that can enable the draft Plan’s ‘30-minute City’ concept between 
these precincts will be the alignment of the Sydney Metro West. Therefore, we have 
recommended in this paper that the draft Plan needs to include stations within these two 
precincts to enable each precinct to reach their full potential as globally recognised Innovation 
Districts, with strong collaboration and connectivity between them. 
 
The protection and enhancement of employment land to facilitate collaboration between the 
hospital, universities, research institutes and industry to increase commercialisation, 
associated knowledge job creation and multiplier outcomes is critical to the long-term planning 
for Greater Parramatta and Westmead. We thus recommend that the draft Plan acknowledge 
specifically the significant contribution that a University Campus will make to the Westmead 
precinct. The University proposes to be a major component of this vision through the 
implementation our own endorsed Western Sydney Strategy.  
 
The University is a proud partner of the Westmead Alliance, and the significant benefits that 
can be reached through this collaborative approach to the future development of Westmead as 
a world-class medical, educational and research precinct. To demonstrate this support, we 
have attached the Westmead Alliance’s submission to the GSC’s Draft Central City District 
Plan, of which we fully endorse.  
 
We acknowledge the following as the key success factors of the draft Plan: 
 

Draft Central City District Plan – Key Success Factors  
 

• The University fully supports the GSC’s call for greater collaboration across government 
and the private sector in achieving appropriate investment, targeted infrastructure, 
informed engagement and monitoring of its performance. 

• The University acknowledges the GSC’s ambitious agenda for Western Sydney and the 
broader region. The University has endorsed plans to develop a campus in Western 
Sydney, including support for further engagement with the NSW Government about 
securing land to expand our presence at Westmead. 
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• The University fully supports the recognition in the draft Plan of the need to deliver an 
infrastructure plan that supports the necessary development capacity and achieves the 30-
minute city concept to enable the Westmead Innovation District vision. 

• The University fully supports the draft Plan’s emphasis on the protection and enhancement 
of employment land to facilitate collaboration between the hospital, research institutions 
and industry to increase commercialisation, associated knowledge job creation and 
multiplier outcomes.  

• We support the draft Plan’s emphasis on creating and renewing great places and local 
centres for people, to live, work and socialise as critical to achieving the priorities within 
the Plan.  

 
To further strengthen the draft Central City District Plan, the University suggests the following 
for consideration: 
 

Key Recommendations for the Draft Plan 
 

1. We recommend that the GSC lead and establish a robust Westmead governance 
structure and decision-making framework to maximise the benefits of the Westmead 
partnerships, industry and community while facilitating engagement with State and Local 
Government.   
 

2. A critical component of the Westmead Innovation District will be broadening the vision 
beyond healthcare towards the provision of multi-disciplinary activities, which will have a 
significant impact not only on the local economy but broader Sydney and NSW. 
Therefore, it is critical that the draft Plan strongly emphasise and encourage a process of 
appropriate broad rezoning for the Westmead site to permit development that will support 
Westmead as a health and education precinct, innovation centre, and economic catalyst 
for Greater Parramatta. 

 
3. We request that the Plan consider the significance of the connectivity between the 

Westmead and Camperdown/Ultimo precincts and recognises the economic and 
innovation benefits of connecting these districts through supporting infrastructure such as 
a metro station. 

 
4. To further enhance the draft Plan, we recommend that the GSC acknowledge within the 

draft Plan the significant contribution that a University Campus will make to the 
Westmead precinct, and that the precinct can accommodate such aspirations and will 
benefit from up to 50,000 students. The University of Sydney proposes to be a major 
component of this vision.  

 
 
We look forward to working with the GSC to progress the development of a vibrant Central 
District and realise the potential of this precincts to deliver internationally leading collaboration 
and innovation outcomes.  
 
If you have any questions about the University of Sydney submission to the Commission’s 
District Plan, please do not hesitate to contact Greg Robinson, Director Campus Infrastructure 
Services on  
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1. Background 

The Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) have released the 2017 Revised Draft Central City District Plan 

(CCDP) as part of the 2017 Draft Greater Sydney Region Plan strategic framework. The plan notes the 

Central City District as a dynamic and rapidly growing region in Australia playing a pivotal role in Greater 

Sydney’s future as an economic and employment powerhouse, a core hub for transport and services, 

and a home of vibrant and diverse centres and communities.  The success of the Central City District is 

dependent on three main areas to realise the economic benefits, Parramatta providing the social and 

some job infrastructure, Olympic Park providing a world-class sporting and event venues and 

residential, commercial and recreational activities and Westmead creating the main jobs opportunities 

in its Health and Education Super Precinct.  

 

The revised plan responds to the top five issues1 raised in the feedback to the 2016 Draft West Central 

(WCDP) District Plan, which were: 

 Vision and priorities for the District (support for the concept of a 30-minute city). 

 Transport planning (concern regarding congestion and lack of clarity around priority transport 

links). 

 Implementation (further detail required on governance and implementation of actions). 

 Housing diversity and affordability (increased housing diversity and provision of affordable housing, 

and concerns about the adverse impacts of high-density housing). 

 Local, district and strategic centres (role and function). 

 

This submission is prepared by the Westmead Precinct Partners, which comprises the organisations 

set out below, in response to the GSC Revised Draft Central City District Plan: 

• Western Sydney Local Health District 

• The Children’s Hospital at Westmead 

• Westmead Institute for Medical Research 

• Children’s Medical Research Institute 

• Westmead Private Hospital (Ramsay Health Care) 

• The University of Sydney 

• Western Sydney University.  

 

One or more of the organisations listed above may submit a separate submission pertaining to their 

business activities outside of the Westmead Precinct. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Revised Draft Central City District Plan, p17 
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2. The key purpose of this submission 

 

The vision of the Westmead health, education and research super precinct (Westmead Innovation 

District) is to become a premier Innovation District. This vision is in line with three strategic papers 

released by Government, namely: 

a) The Draft Central City District Plan of Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) for the development 

of the Central City District of Greater Sydney as a productive, liveable and sustainable city. 

b) Greater Parramatta to Olympic Peninsula (GPOP). The GPOP is one of the most dynamic and 

rapidly growing regions in Australia. The GSC envisions GPOP to become an economic and 

employment powerhouse, a core hub for transport and services. 

c) The Department of Planning and Environment’s draft Greater Parramatta – Interim Land Use 

and Infrastructure Implementation Plan. 

 

The Westmead Precinct partners have and will continue to collaborate with the GSC, transport, local 

government and other key stakeholders to accelerate the progress and realisation in the 

development of the precinct towards a globally recognised Innovation District. A successful 

Innovation District will deliver the triple bottom line of economic, employment, social and 

environmental outcomes with economic multiplier effects for service sectors in the area. As such, the 

Revised Draft CCDP provides a unique opportunity to address topics about how to improve the 

liveability, productivity and sustainability of the Central City District.  

This is the second submission towards the GSC draft Central City district plan and the Westmead 

Precinct partners thanks the GSC for incorporating the feedback provided earlier in 2017 in response 

to the first draft plan into this revised document. 
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3. Overarching comments to the revised Draft Central City District 

Plan (Draft CCDP) 

Realising the vision of the Westmead Innovation District 

The Westmead Precinct Partners support the GSC vision of transitioning the Westmead health and 

education precinct to an innovation district that will be a productive, workable, liveable and accessible 

global health city. It will be economic anchor of the Central City District by creating a greater diversity 

of knowledge intensive smart jobs supported by multi-disciplinary activities, housing choice and 

diversity and excellent transport connectivity. It will be a walkable community, with a clear and robust 

spatial structure, which is safe and welcoming. 

 

The Westmead Precinct Partners are supporting the Westmead Innovation District masterplan study 

in order to create the conditions to deliver this vision. The plan will provide the optimal strategy to 

design and develop the precinct to achieve the broad overall outcomes for government. Key 

ingredients to the success of the masterplan include: 

 innovative land use and public domain design across the precinct, 

 the precinct contributing to diversity of housing for key workers, 

 delivering a university campus that will support over 50,000 students, 

 full integration across all modes of transport, and  

 leveraging planned transport infrastructure projects by delivering a Sydney Metro West 

station at Westmead 

 

3.1 A Masterplan to deliver the Westmead Innovation District 

A Precinct masterplanning study was commissioned in July 2017 in order to develop the optimal 

strategy to design and develop the precinct to achieve the broad overall outcomes for government. 

The masterplan provides the conduit for the Westmead health and education precinct to transition to 

an innovation district. This study is due to be completed early 2018. 

Previous masterplanning studies for the Westmead health and education precinct identified a 

development capacity of over 900,000m2, including a wide range of opportunities for complementary 

education, research, commercial, retail and accommodation developments. Land has been 

strategically acquired to support current developments and to make room for new investment 

opportunities. 

Current Context 

More than $3 billion has been committed by Government, universities and the private sector to 

upgrade and expand the health services, education and medical research facilities at Westmead and 

to undertake urban transformation over the next ten years. 

While the stage 1 redevelopment of Westmead Precinct provides medium term capacity for core 

clinical services it unlocks opportunities that will encourage and contribute to the healthcare issues of 
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the region as well as contributing to the innovation and technology agenda thereby transforming 

healthcare for the future. The existing Westmead hospital is a significant asset to the precinct in 

terms of its expansive floor plate and integrated clinical services.  If Westmead hospital is successful in 

delivering a stage 2 development (currently not funded) it would see the core clinical services being 

collocated in the new acute services building to drive greater synergies, the existing hospital would 

have significant capacity for non-core clinical functions.  This building opens the precinct up to 

establishing a number of centres of excellence, high tech simulation suites and multi government and 

sector services that support community health.  The existing building with its built infrastructure is an 

asset and will provide the many opportunities for private organisations to set up their services within 

a truly live environment, offering a more unique opportunities than some of the greenfield 

developments. 

The need for an Innovation District Master Plan 

Innovation Districts are evolving and being shaped by the impact of Big Data and emerging disruptive 

technologies making us rethink the way we live, work, learn and play, and fiercely competing to 

attract and retain local and international talent. To underpin its growth the Westmead Innovation 

District master plan will ensure it functions in the practical sense, while aiming to be truly sustainable 

by balancing social, economic and environmental responses to the context and people in it. The 

Westmead Innovation District Master Plan will deliver: 

 Diversity - An environment of choice, diversity and opportunity where everyone of every age 

is inspired to grow and thrive. At Westmead this includes attracting and accommodating 

workers, residents, visitors, students and shoppers of all socioeconomic backgrounds. 

 Vibrancy - A vibrant mix of uses interconnected physically and e-connected to the larger 

world. At Westmead this will comprise of a variety of uses and users, spaces and places, 

passive and active opportunities to ensure the District is active day and night, weekday and 

weekend, winter and summer. 

 Activity - A wide variety of places to gather and 365/24/7 programming to activate them. At 

Westmead this is envisaged as indoor and outdoor, hardscape and softscape, public and 

private realm spaces within institutional, commercial and residential nodes that allow for 

gathering, dwelling and accidental interaction and the sharing of knowledge. 

 Accessibility - A truly multi-modal transit oriented District. At Westmead this will involve 

integration and prioritisation across all nine modes of movement, pedestrian, cycling, light 

rail, heavy rail, metro rail, bus, taxi, car share and the private motor vehicle. 

 Amenity - Ensuring that high-levels of amenity underpin the high levels of activity within the 

Innovation District. At Westmead this will encourage better utilisation of existing green and 

blue assets of Parramatta Park, the River and Toongabbie Creek and weaving the landscape 

elements, to, through and within the new public realm of the Westmead Innovation District. 
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University 

The PwC review of leading ‘Innovation Districts’ worldwide identified a number of opportunities for 

growth at Westmead. This included a need to broaden its vision beyond healthcare towards multi-

disciplinary activities such as a university campus.  A key finding of the Westmead Innovation District 

masterplan to date is that the Westmead precinct is able to accommodate a university precinct of a 

scale over 50,000 students. An innovation district supported by a university campus of this scale has 

the potential to generate an additional $4.5 billion in economic output per annum.  

In addition, a university campus at Westmead will play a role not only in supporting greater levels of 

higher education, but a strong community role including provision of cultural, recreational, sporting, 

and even retail and restaurant spaces. The proposed expansion can contribute to the growth of 

community engagement. 

Creating an Innovation District requires innovative thinking 

To realise the broader potential of Westmead requires innovative thinking on land use, transport and 

urban design. The success of the Innovation District will depend on the level of interaction that takes 

place between each of the constituent organisations that inhabit it, and the precinct’s ability to 

engage the wider public. Such interaction will only take place if the District has natural gathering 

points, in much the same way that the vibrancy of a town is generated by its town centre and the 

network of local neighbourhood centres that surround it. These gathering points need to be created 

as either destinations or intersections. 

Recommendation 

GSC support the development of the Westmead Precinct masterplan to deliver the Westmead 

Innovation District through innovative land use and public domain design. 

 

Public Domain 

There are significant opportunities to enhance access to the precinct and revitalise the public domain 

to reinforce Westmead as the premier medical innovation precinct for Australia. An attractive and 

accessible public domain will draw investment from the public and private sector and deliver a 

significant amount of smart jobs for Western Sydney. 

 

Diversity of Housing 

Coupled with the public domain opportunity is the provision of diversity of housing to cater for the 

needs of a similarly diverse community. The provision of a more diverse range of housing is a key 

ingredient to the Master Plan in order to accommodate key workers such as nurses, teachers, 

emergency services and support services, within close proximity of their workplace. 

Recommendation 

GSC support Westmead Innovation District masterplan aim to deliver diverse accommodation 

options for key workers. 
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Transport 

To support the movement there are a number of existing, planned and committed public transport 

modes and active transport links in and around Westmead including, heavy, light, regional and local 

buses and regional recreation and active transport connections. However, the existing road, bus and 

heavy rail network within Westmead and its surrounds is under considerable strain at present. The 

planned upgrades to the existing multi-modal transport network at Westmead, including enhanced 

road access, parking configurations, additional services on the T1 Western Line and the delivery of the 

Parramatta Light Rail, provide adequate transport capacity to and from the Westmead Innovation 

District up to 2026. Beyond 2026, the growth of the District is severely constrained by the transport 

network with only incremental growth in capacity to light rail, bus, walking and cycling modes of 

transport. 

Recommendation 

GSC support the establishment of a comprehensive transport strategy to support the broader 

government aspirations of the Westmead Innovation District. 

 

Metro station at Westmead 

In order to address this challenge the Westmead Precinct Partners and the Westmead Alliance have 

submitted a preliminary submission for station to be located Westmead as part of the Sydney West 

Metro project. Metro station within the Westmead Innovation District is a key element in satisfying 

the public transport demand as a result of planned and committed growth in this important health, 

education, research, residential and recreational precinct.  

A key ingredient to a successful Innovation District is excellent transport infrastructure and services 

that enables growth. A station at Westmead will improve not only the accessibility and transport to 

the Westmead Innovation District but will also contribute to improving the urban design and amenity. 

The Westmead Precinct Partners support the Sydney Metro West project as a significant 

infrastructure project that will help position Westmead and Western Sydney as a vibrant place to live, 

work and play. A station at Westmead will serve local networks and effectively combine the 

Westmead Innovation District with the Parramatta CBD and the other stations to the Sydney CBD. It 

will also provide access to an expanded choice of housing provided by the developments in and 

around Parramatta and Westmead. 

Recommendation 

GSC support a Metro Sydney West station location at Westmead. 
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Comments on the Draft CCDP 

The Westmead Precinct Partners commend the GSC on the consultation process underpinned in the 

developed of the Draft CCDP. The CCDP provides a strategic framework that will guide the growth of 

the Central City District to become economic and employment powerhouse, a core hub for transport 

and services, and a home of vibrant and diverse centres and communities. The Westmead Precinct 

Partners thank the GCS for the opportunity to provide feedback on the report. Further feedback and 

commentary is provided in Sections 6 to 11 of this report in relation to specific sections in the CCDP 

and its relationship with the Westmead Innovation District. 
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4. List of all recommendations 

 

Summary of Recommendations 

Westmead Innovation District Masterplan 

1. GSC support the development of the Westmead Precinct masterplan to deliver the 
Westmead Innovation District through innovative land use and public domain design. 

 
Delivering the diversity of housing for key workers 

2. GSC support Westmead Innovation District masterplan aim to deliver diverse 
accommodation options for key workers. 

 
Integrated Transport 

3. GSC support that a full integration (i.e. timetable) across all modes of transport work 
together in order to support the broader government aspirations of the Westmead 
Innovation District.  

 
Metro Sydney West station at Westmead 

4. GSC support a Metro Sydney West station location at Westmead. 
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5. The Westmead Precinct 

5.1 Introduction to Westmead 

The Westmead precinct is one of the largest health, education, research and training precincts in 

Australia and a key provider of jobs for the greater Parramatta and Western Sydney region.   

Westmead provides direct health services to almost 10 per cent of Australia’s population across 

Western Sydney, New South Wales (NSW) and throughout Australia. By 2026, the Westmead precinct 

will have over 2.8 million outpatient visits and over 160,000 Emergency Department presentations 

every year. 

Westmead is an engine for innovation and a major contributor to the Australian Government’s 

National Innovation and Science agenda. Westmead produces world-leading scientists and analysts, 

and is home to successful health research collaborations, including translational research. 

The Westmead precinct spans over 75 hectares and comprises over 400,000 m2 of high-end health-

related developments, including four major hospitals2, three world-leading medical research 

institutes3 and the largest research-intensive pathology service in NSW4.  The University of Sydney and 

Western Sydney University each have campuses on the precinct.  These businesses work together in 

an integrated and co-ordinated way to deliver world-class innovation and services for NSW and 

Australia. 

Previous masterplanning studies for the Westmead precinct identified a development capacity of over 

900,000m2, including a wide range of opportunities for complementary education, research, 

commercial, retail and accommodation developments.  Land has been strategically acquired to 

support current developments and to make room for new investment opportunities.   

Government, universities and the private sector have committed more than $3 billion to upgrade and 

expand the health services, education and medical research facilities at Westmead and to undertake 

urban transformation over the next ten years. 

5.2  Vision for Westmead 

The vision for Westmead is for a health and education super precinct that develops over time to 

become a world-class innovation district.  

Over the last few years, the Westmead Precinct Partners have been working together to create a 

vision for Westmead: 

 As a productive, workable, liveable and accessible global health city 

 That focuses on integrated healthcare, teaching and research 

 That promotes patient and staff wellbeing and community engagement 

 That attracts staff, students, residents, researchers and visitors from all over the world.   

                                                           
2 Westmead Hospital, the Children’s Hospital at Westmead, Cumberland Hospital, Westmead Private Hospital 
3 Westmead Institute for Medical Research, Children’s Medical Research Institute, Kid’s Research Institute 
4 Institute of Clinical Pathology and Medical Research 
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It will be a city of smart jobs supported by multi-disciplinary activities, housing choice and diversity 

and excellent transport connectivity. It will be a walkable community, with a clear and robust spatial 

structure, which is safe and welcoming.  

The Deloitte Westmead Economic Study estimates that with additional private and non-government 

investment, Westmead could provide 50,000 jobs and an additional $2.8 billion per year to the NSW 

economy.   

The University of Sydney recently commissioned PwC to review leading ‘Innovation Districts’ 

worldwide to identify the gaps and areas for growth at Westmead. This identified: 

 The need to broaden the vision beyond healthcare towards multi-disciplinary activities   

 The potential for full university offerings on site and an increase to 50,000 students from all 

disciplines and a significant increase in research activity 

 An innovation district supported by a university campus of this scale has the potential to 

generate an additional $4.5 billion in economic output per annum. 

To realise this uplift in economic contribution, it is imperative that complementary planning occurs 

within and around the Westmead/Parramatta confines. Such planning must include: 

 Excellent transport infrastructure and services that enables growth 

 Precinct expansion and connections to Parramatta CBD around Parramatta Park 

 Complementary ancillary developments 

 Control of development in surrounding areas 

 Government and industry partnerships and investment 

 Urban design and land use decisions that reflect national and international best practice and 

lessons learnt. 

Arts and cultural activity also play a key role in supporting innovation districts and are critical to 

supporting the future economic and social development of Westmead, Parramatta and Greater 

Sydney. 

The vision is aligned with: 

 The Draft Central City District Plan of Greater Sydney Commission (GSC) for the development of 

the Central City District of Greater Sydney as a productive, liveable and sustainable city. 

 Greater Parramatta to Olympic Peninsula (GPOP) strategic plan of Greater Sydney Commission 

(GSC). The GPOP is one of the most dynamic and rapidly growing regions in Australia. The GSC 

envisions GPOP to become an economic and employment powerhouse, and a core hub for 

transport and services. 

 The Department of Planning and Environment’s draft Greater Parramatta – Interim Land Use 

and Infrastructure Implementation Plan. 
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6. Future of the Central City District & About the Draft Plan 

The draft revised plan reinforces the Central City District as a dynamic and rapidly growing region in 

Australia that will provide a pivotal role in Greater Sydney’s future as an economic and employment 

powerhouse, a core hub for transport and services, and a home of vibrant and diverse centres and 

communities. It affirms the role that the Westmead precinct must grow its precinct to become a 

globally competitive innovation district which will contribute to a greater diversity of knowledge 

intensive and ancillary jobs.   

 

In terms of the Westmead Innovation District’s planning and implementation initiatives, we support the 

use of Strategic Centres and their important role of providing knowledge-intensive jobs.  On the other 

hand, health, education and research Innovation Districts provide centres for contemporary healthcare, 

education and research that relies on a broad spectrum of knowledge-intensive business disciplines 

and high-technology industries to be successful. Precincts of the scale and kind of Westmead support 

a wide range of population-serving jobs in facilities management and hospitality. It is therefore 

expected that jobs growth at Westmead will occur across a broad range of industries in addition to core 

health and education. 

 

Concurrently, the strategic acquisition of land at Westmead, master planning and collaboration by the 

Westmead precinct partners provides a solid foundation from which to deliver place-making outcomes 

and job growth.  To translate and realise these projections and initiatives into a significant uplift in 

economic contributions, it is imperative that complementary planning occurs within and around the 

Westmead/Parramatta confines. It is recommended that planning should include: 

• Excellent transport infrastructure and services that make provision for growth 

• Precinct expansion and connections to Parramatta CBD through Parramatta Parklands 

• Maximising greenspace opportunities 

• Complementary ancillary developments 

• Strategic control of development in surrounding areas 

• Government and industry partnerships and investment 

• Arts and cultural activities.  

 

The Westmead Precinct partners are committed to working with industry and all levels of government 

to promote investment opportunities at Westmead, enabling development and job creation. This 

commitment is underpinned by the establishment of the Innovation Centre at Westmead which 

provides the opportunity to leverage the combined skills of various industries, the public health system 

and a university to develop and commercialise high value products for an increasingly specialised and 

sophisticated export market. 

 

The Vision / ‘Future of the Central City District’ 

The Westmead Precinct Partners support and see merit in enabling increased and effective district 

planning, as a number of health issues cross local government boundaries and will benefit from a 

regional approach.  
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The Westmead Precinct Partners support the vision of CCD residents having quicker and easier access 

to a wider range of jobs, housing types and activities as part of the transformation of the District.  

 The notion of a ‘30 minute city’ and improved transport, housing and employment opportunities, 

as key social determinants of health, have the potential to positively impact population health 

outcomes.  
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7. Infrastructure and collaboration 

The Westmead Precinct Partners endorse the GSC position that additional infrastructure and services 

in the right places at the right time is crucial for the success of the Central City District and Greater 

Sydney in order to achieve the strategic outcomes of liveability, productivity and sustainability.  

Transport infrastructure is required for Westmead Innovation District to realise the broader outcomes 

for government. There is a pressing need for investment in transport and other infrastructure, which 

is likely to attract significant private investment and job creation. Catalytic infrastructure projects such 

as Parramatta Light Rail and Sydney Metro West will provide greater demand and positive influences 

on land uses. The proposed Parramatta Light Rail interface together with the Westmead 

Redevelopment (Stage 1) will deliver renewed entry points to the precinct and provides opportunities 

for address and activation. In addition, the potential enhanced accessibility delivered by a Sydney 

Metro West station and service will enhance precinct access, relationships to other universities and 

the student catchment and encourage industry collocation. 

 

Sydney Metro 

A key infrastructure that will support the vision of the Westmead Innovation District is the Sydney West 

Metro project. The potential for a new Metro West station within the precinct provides the opportunity 

for Westmead to reach its full potential. A station box location at the Westmead will improve not only 

the accessibility and transport to the Westmead Innovation District but will also contribute to improving  

the urban design and amenity. It will help position Western Sydney as a vibrant place to live, work and 

play. A station at Westmead will serve local networks and effectively connect the Westmead Innovation 

District with the Parramatta CBD, Sydney Olympic Park, Bays Precinct, Sydney CBD (and the other 

stations yet to be confirmed). It will also provide access to an expanded choice of housing provided by 

the developments in and around Parramatta and Westmead. The Westmead precinct partners recently 

completed a preliminary submission to the Sydney West Metro project (November 2017) to formally 

register Westmead for consideration as an additional station box location with a final submission to be 

completed by March 2018.  

 

 

GPOP Collaboration 

The Westmead Precinct Partners support the GSC position and role in facilitating collaboration across 

government, with the private sector and with community groups to achieve the vision of the Central 

City District. The Westmead Precinct Partners commend the GSC on leadership role surrounding 

GPOP and are committed to continue work underway through the GSC Growth Infrastructure 

Compact (GIC) project. 
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8. Liveability 

The Westmead Precinct Partners supports liveability as a key ingredient in developing places. A 

liveable city requires healthy, safe, attractive, well-connected sustainable environments. Westmead, 

as an established, growing and diverse community in Western Sydney, will be a catalyst for the 

growth of the region. Balancing the demand for research, education and health growth with 

increased levels of amenity, activity and community infrastructure is key to the success of the 

Westmead Innovation District. To achieve this the Westmead Precinct Partners have embarked on a 

Westmead Precinct Master Planning study in recognition of the significant opportunities to enhance 

access to the precinct and revitalise the public domain to reinforce Westmead as the premier medical 

innovation precinct of Australia. Westmead must be more than just a health and employment centre. 

The updated master plan will demonstrably enhance the urban environment within the Central City 

District and will increase the liveability and desirability of the precinct, creating reasons for people to 

stay 

Westmead Innovation District development will not only provide new jobs, but also a vibrant 

community life through the provision of diverse range of residential typologies. Community activities, 

meeting places and services at the heart of each precinct. The district centre will be an activity hub 

with retail, civic services and commerce that attract residents, workers and visitors alike. 

Cohesion and human connectivity will be at the core of the Westmead Innovation District, to be 

enabled through technology and collaboration between institutions, hospitals, sectors and the 

community. Westmead will be inclusive, diverse and equitable, catering for children, teenagers, 

parents, workers and the elderly from all backgrounds. 

 

Accessibility & Public Realm  

The Westmead Precinct Partners support the principle that walkable places are universally accessible 

and inclusive of all ages and abilities. Couple with this principle the masterplan will provide 

opportunities for a combination of new public realm, finer grain of streets and connections, a 

rehabilitated creek corridor, more accessible river frontage and recreational trails, linked to new 

community and cultural facilities and attractions. This would further underpin the attractiveness of 

Westmead as a place to work, live, recreate and innovate. 

 

Joint and Shared Use 

The Westmead Precinct Partner support the GSC position that there are opportunities to develop more 
collaborative places by enhancing shared use of spaces and infrastructure. The Westmead Innovation 
District Masterplan aims to ensure that the public domain and common or shared spaces are functional, 
attractive for their intended users, and accessible to all. 

Over time, the Westmead Innovation District will increase the number of high quality specialised 
spaces, community, sports, arts cultural and recreational facilities and spaces that are shared by 
institutions and the community rather than treating each development as standalone. 
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Healthy and active lifestyles 

The Westmead Precinct Partners support the principle that the built environment must support healthy 
lifestyles and improve health outcomes. The Westmead Innovation District masterplan will increase 
active open spaces that are distributed throughout the District to provide active recreational 
opportunities for workers, students, residents and visitors alike. A network of open spaces will provide 
passive activities, along creek lines and at key intersections and gateways of the District. 

Currently the active transport (walking and cycling) networks within the Innovation District are 
comprised of existing; 

 dedicated cycle paths on; 
o Briens Road 
o Mons Road 
o Darcy Road (east) 
o Queens Road 

 shared routes on; 
o Hawkesbury Road (south) 
o Kleins Road 

 

Under the masterplan additional active transport links are being considered for; 

 Parramatta River and Darling Mills Creek within Cumberland West 

 Toongabbie Creek within Westmead North 

 Redbank Road 

 Darcy Road (west) 

 Milson Park 

 Park Avenue 

 Caroline Street 
 

Connecting diverse neighbourhoods 

The Westmead Innovation District masterplan aims to support the GSC vision of creating diverse 
neighbourhoods by providing an environment of choice, diversity and opportunity where everyone of 
every age is inspired to grow and thrive. At Westmead this includes attracting and accommodating 
workers, residents, visitors, students and shoppers of all socioeconomic backgrounds. It is critical that 
the Westmead Innovation District is not seen in isolation and that it is a vital part of the broader 
Parramatta, Parramatta North, Westmead, Wentworthville, Toongabbie, Harris Park and Camellia 
community.  

One of the key challenges of the Central City District is providing a diversity of housing to cater for the 
needs of a similarly diverse community. The provision of a more diverse range of housing is key to the 
success of the Master Plan by accommodating key workers such as nurses, teachers, emergency 
services and support services, within close proximity of their workplace. To achieve this, the Westmead 
Innovation District master plan will seek to provide a diverse range of housing options. 

 

Note: Under the related government initiatives section (page 27) please note the following updated 

references: 
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Current reference: Update reference to: 

Western Sydney Local Health District, Health 
and Services Plan, 2012-2017 

Western Sydney Local Health District, Health 
and Services Plan to 2026 

Western Sydney Local Health District, Strategic 
and Healthcare Services Plan, Strategic Priorities 
in Health Care Delivery to 2021. 

A Better West - Western Sydney Local Health 
District Strategic Priorities 2017 – 2021. 
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9. Productivity 

Westmead Precinct Partners commends the Draft CCDP in aiming to increase access to jobs and 

economic opportunities within the District and to the concept of the ’30 minute’ city. The integration 

of land use planning and transport is critical to being able to achieve this outcome. The Westmead 

Innovation District master plan provides a framework to grow the strategic centre of Westmead. Under 

the plan, growth is aligned with efficient transport connections, and safe and convenient walking and 

cycling routes. As a result, the masterplan makes positive contribution to achieving the GSC vision of a 

30-minute city. The master plan integrates job growth with new or enhanced transport infrastructure 

(i.e. Sydney Metro West, Parramatta Light rail etc.) that will deliver a well-connected region improving 

business-to-business transactions and enabling skilled workers to access a larger number of jobs. 

 

The Westmead Precinct Partners support the future network outlined in the draft Future Transport 

Strategy 2056. The future network plan over staged investments will expand the Greater Sydney 

Network to serve the three cities and improve 30-minute access to centres. It is imperative to 

Westmead’s success that western Sydney’s rail services strengthen the connections between the three 

city centres of Sydney. This connectivity will support Westmead as a provider of jobs, growth, 

accommodation, health and education services and business development within Greater Sydney. 

Future extensions of the Metro network have been identified for further investigation in the Draft 

Future Transport Strategy 2056. These present excellent opportunities to improve public transport 

connectivity to Westmead from Greater Sydney and reduce the private vehicle demand. 

 

Connecting the Central City 

The north-south mass transit connection proposed for the Central City is supported by the Westmead 

Precinct Partners. The link proposed connects from the Norwest metro station via Baulkham Hills 

station to “Greater Parramatta”. The Westmead Precinct partners strongly recommend that the 

North South line connect at the Westmead precinct. This alignment would support patient, visitor and 

staff transport as well as providing a vital mass transit link to the future proposed Rouse Hill health 

facility to the Westmead health precinct. 
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Connecting the Western Parkland City 

The east-west mass transit connection from “Greater Parramatta” (Central City) to the Western 

Sydney Airport – Badgerys Creek Aerotropolis (Western Parkland City) is supported by the Westmead 

Precinct Partners. The Westmead Precinct Partners strongly recommend that the East-West line 

connect at the Westmead Precinct. Serving Westmead with a rapid and direct link to the new airport 

and connecting to the Sydney CBD is critical in promoting Westmead as an accessible and liveable 

global health city. 
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10. Sustainability 

 

The Westmead Precinct Partners endorse the development and application of the Green Infrastructure 
Framework, currently being developed by the Government Architect NSW5. Westmead Precinct 
Partners support the GCS and Government Architect NSW view that green infrastructure enhances the 
quality of life of people and communities as well as providing climate resilience for the Central City 
District and Greater Sydney. The Green Infrastructure Framework includes: 
• Bushland and water ways – delivering green infrastructure for habitat and ecological health 
• The Urban Tree Canopy – delivering green infrastructure for climate change adaptation and 

resilience  
• Parks and Open Space – delivering green infrastructure for people 
 
At a local level, the Westmead Innovation District is aligned with this vision. It aims to ensure that 

high-levels of amenity underpin the high levels of activity within the Innovation District. It will create a 

precinct that is permeable and walkable with usable pubic open space and an activated public 

domain. This will encourage better utilisation of existing green and blue assets of Parramatta Park, the 

River and Toongabbie Creek and weaving the landscape elements, to, through and within the new 

public realm of the Westmead Innovation District. It will create safe temperatures for comfortable 

outdoor life through increased greenspace, tree cover and vegetation. 

                                                           
5 Revised Draft Central City District Plan, p81 
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11. Implementation 

The Westmead Precinct Partners are committed to the implementation of the CCDP in collaboration 

with the GSC and other relevant stakeholders. The Westmead Precinct Partners are committed to and 

have commenced a number of initiatives to realise the GSC vision to transition the Westmead health 

and education precinct to an innovation district that will be a productive, workable, liveable and 

accessible global health city. It will be economic anchor of the Central City District by creating a 

greater diversity of knowledge intensive smart jobs supported by multi-disciplinary activities, housing 

choice and diversity and excellent transport connectivity. It will be a walkable community, with a clear 

and robust spatial structure, which is safe and welcoming. 

Crucial to the success of the Westmead Innovation District is planning the sustainable growth of the 

precinct to ensure it maintains its core function of a health precinct as well as achieving the GSC and 

broader government vision. To facilitate this Westmead Precinct Partners have commenced a critical 

action of are supporting the Westmead Innovation District masterplan study in order to create the 

conditions to deliver this vision. The plan will provide the optimal strategy to design and develop the 

precinct to achieve the broad overall outcomes for government. Key ingredients to the success of the 

masterplan include: 

• innovative land use and public domain design across the precinct, 

• the precinct contributing to diversity of housing for key workers, 

• delivering a university campus that will support over 50,000 students, 

• full integration across all modes of transport, and  

• leveraging planned transport infrastructure projects by delivering a Sydney Metro West 

station at Westmead 

GSC and government support for this plan is essential to the long term success of the Westmead 

Innovation District.  
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12. Other Comments 

 

The Westmead Precinct Partners thank the Greater Sydney Commission for the opportunity to make a 

submission on the Our Greater Sydney 2056: Revised Draft Central City District Plan – connecting 

communities.  

We value continued collaboration with all levels of government, industry and the community as the 

planning progresses. 
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13. Contact  

 

Ms Leena Singh 

Executive Director, Strategic Business 

Development & Commercial Services 

Western Sydney Local Health District 

Phone:    

Email:  

 

 

On behalf of the Westmead Precinct Partners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Attachment #1 
University of Sydney Submission to Transport for New South Wales in response 

to the Draft Future Transport 2056 Strategy and the Draft Services and 
Infrastructure Plan  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Overview 
 
The University of Sydney is pleased to respond to the Draft Future Transport 2056 Strategy 
(the Draft Strategy), and the Draft Services and Infrastructure Plan. We are delighted that for 
the first time, Transport for NSW’s (TfNSW) Draft Transport Strategy has been prepared in 
conjunction with the Greater Sydney Commission’s (GSC’s) Draft Greater Sydney Regional 
Plan and Draft District Plans and applaud TfNSW for this integrated approach.  
 
We recognise the importance of the 40-year vision, directions and outcomes framework for 
customer mobility in NSW set out in the Draft Strategy which will guide crucial transport 
investment over the long term. The Draft Strategy will be delivered through a series of 
supporting plans, one of which -  the Draft Services Infrastructure Plan (the Draft Plan) -  is of 
significance to the University’s strategic objectives and aspirations for growth. For this reason, 
the University will respond to both the Draft Strategy and the Draft Plan in this submission. 
 
Draft Future Transport 2056 Strategy 
 
The University acknowledges and applauds the vision and principles embedded in the Draft 
Strategy. Importantly, the University’s own vision aligns with a number of objectives outlined in 
the Draft Strategy and we would greatly value the opportunity to support TfNSW in achieving 
them. There are two key responses to the Draft Strategy:   
 
1. The Draft Strategy recognises that successful transport systems must be high 

performing and that they can help drive economic activity.  
 
The University’s recent submission to TfNSW and UrbanGrowth NSW (North Eveleigh 
Precinct: Part of Sydney’s Cluster of Clusters) outlined our vision for a North Eveleigh 
Precinct in response to the ‘Redfern to Eveleigh Market Sounding’. The University is a key 
anchor institute in the GSC’s Camperdown-Ultimo Collaboration Area, within which the 
North Eveleigh Precinct sits. The North Eveleigh Precinct vision complements the 
Strategy’s aim to make successful places to support the growth of communities, places 
and the economy. 
 
We are keenly aware of the physical limitations of Redfern Station to support future growth 
in the area. We strongly believe there is a need to fully redevelop Redfern Station to: 
• increase capacity, which would address current constraints and attract more 

passengers thereby relieving the traffic congestion in Sydney’s inner suburbs, and  
• ensure the Station is compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) which 

makes it unlawful to discriminate against people with a disability and their associates 
most particularly in relation to access to public premises. 

We are aware however, that the physical constraints of Redfern Station will limit any 
redevelopment, and any improvement may simply alleviate current capacity issues – thus 
a significant augmentation to the area’s heavy rail network is necessary to enable the 
University and our Collaboration Area partners to connect to the rest of Sydney and 
beyond.   
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Based on independent studies undertaken by the University, a Sydney Metro West 
alignment with a station on University grounds adjacent to the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital 
(RPAH) would provide material community and economic benefits including an economic 
impact of up to $6.8 billion through transport and agglomeration benefits that would 
otherwise be constrained through the existing transport options.  
 
In addition to this, the location of Redfern Station to the centre of the University and the 
RPAH (14 and 26-minute walk respectively), makes the GSC’s ‘30-minute city’ vision 
largely unattainable. A Sydney Metro West station at the University and adjacent to the 
RPAH would substantially increase the number of sub 30-minute connections between 
Sydney’s known innovation clusters and allow the Camperdown/Ultimo precinct to support 
Sydney’s other innovation clusters and the GSC’s smart city vision. The University is thus 
advocating for a Sydney Metro West alignment which includes stations at the Westmead 
Health and Education Precinct and at the University’s Camperdown Campus within the 
Camperdown-Ultimo Health and Education Precinct. 

 
2. Opportunities for Western Sydney 

The University is well placed to support the GSC’s and TfNSW’s plans in providing land, 
development and employment opportunities for Western Sydney including sites at 
Badgerys Creek (adjoining the WSA) and at Westmead. The success of these precincts as 
catalysts for future growth also relies upon Government commitment to essential transport 
infrastructure.  

In relation to the Draft Strategy, we would value further discussions on the following:  
 
• The University is aligned with the objectives set out in the Draft Strategy and would be 

keen to participate in the development and implementation of the Draft Strategy. 
 
• The Draft Strategy focuses on the Mass Transit Corridor: CBD – Bays Precinct – Olympic 

Park – Greater Parramatta – WSA, and as the University is also focussed on these areas, 
we would value the opportunity to engage in future discussions on the need for investment 
decisions around the Corridor. 

 
• The University recognises that the physical constraints of Redfern Station means that any 

redevelopment of the Station may simply alleviate current capacity issues. We would value 
discussions on the need for a significant augmentation to the area‘s heavy rail network to 
enable the University and our Collaboration Area partners to connect to the rest of Sydney 
and beyond. We are keen for a Sydney Metro West alignment which includes stations at 
the Westmead Health and Education Precinct and at the University’s Camperdown 
Campus within the Camperdown-Ultimo Health and Education Precinct. 
 

 
The Draft Services and Infrastructure Plan 
 
The University commends the vision and principles embedded in the Draft Plan. We would 
value consideration of the following:  
 

1. The University is keen to work collaboratively with Government to provide input to 
possible solutions to issues identified, for example, through our current conversation 
with TfNSW on the Metro West Opportunity.   
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2. The University would be keen to be involved in any further plans concerning access to 
Camden and Westmead, as these are two areas that will require improvement as we 
continue to grow our presence in Western Sydney. 

 
3. The University is passionate about the opportunities presented at Badgerys Creek for 

jobs and growth, and would be keen to work with you to build stronger connectivity 
between the Airport and the Western Sydney Employment Area (WSEA). For 
example, the Draft Plan shows the M12 to be an airport-only road, whereas we 
suggest that M12 access to both the WSEA and Airport would have far greater 
economic benefits for the district.  

 
4. The University recommends that two access points to the Badgerys Creek Airport will 

be critical to its operational success. We suggest a northern access point for 
passengers and a southern one to facilitate freight, and to act as a release valve in 
emergencies. Attached to this submission is a report prepared by leading global 
advisors in commercial airport design, Market Square Consult. This report highlights 
the critical importance two access points play in the operational success of 
commercial airports.  

 
5. It is also suggested that a planned timeframe for the M9 corridor, earlier than 2056, 

should be considered by TfNSW to enable and support the Government’s planned 
commitment for essential services and transport access to the Western Sydney 
Airport, the planned Aerotropolis, and the planned western employment lands. 

 
We look forward to working with TfNSW to progress the responses to the Draft Strategy and 
Draft Plan outlined above. We firmly believe that transport connectivity will help us realise the 
potential of our precincts for the benefit of NSW.  
 
If you have any questions about the University of Sydney’s submission to the Commission’s 
District Plan, please do not hesitate to contact Greg Robinson, Director Campus Infrastructure 
Services on . 
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