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15 December 2017  
 

  
Cabramatta 2166  

  
 
Greater Sydney Commission  
 
SUBMISSION DRAFT WESTERN CITY DISTRICT PLAN 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
I cannot do justice to this submission because I have been ill and in and out of hospital 
recently. I have more tests this weekend. As I write now I am full of antibiotics and pain 
killers. I wish to praise one of your staff, Leah Himona, for her kind reception when I phoned 
yesterday. She was exceptional. Thank you Leah. 
  
PREVIOUS SUBMISSION 
 
Please refer to my submission and addendum of April 2017 on the then draft South West 
District Plan at: 
 
https://gsc-public-1.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-
public/submissions/GreamCharles_Open_Submission.pdf 
 
I stand by the comments therein. 
 
NEED FOR INVOLVEMENT OF ALL GOVERNMENTS AND UTILITIES 
 
I live in Cabramatta, a suburb in the council area of Fairfield City. Essentially any plan for a 
greater Sydney ought to include provision for those variables covered by the present plan. 
The ‘conversation’ and inclusion of local government and others loads the odds of better 
outcomes. It is a strategy which should bring best results. 
 
However, the draft at the moment lacks specifics and I would like to see the information 
given to the Commission by the various players. Some of the items in the present draft have 
a nebulous flavour about them and won’t crystallize until after the councils and other players 
present their reports. 
 
WASTE AND WATER MANAGEMENT 
 
If the city is to be sustainable it requires the best of waste and water management. The draft 
covers these but again is not definitive. Waste management not only includes rubbish, litter 
and so on. It includes sewage. Appropriate infrastructure would include recycling of sewage 
and Sydney Water has much to play in providing this. 
 
The growth of detached dwellings and multi-unit dwellings as well as development in general 
present a problem during rain when the rainwater is not captured where it falls but is 
distributed though stormwater pipes to our waterways. The excess water puts stresses on 
the waterways. Along the way the water picks up contaminants which also enter the 
waterways. Gardens and other means of preventing this phenomenon are much needed if 
we are to have a best city. 
 
VEGETATION 
 
The plan recognizes the need for vegetation not only because it is a ‘natural’ but also 
because it affects the environment in so many ways including temperatures and rainfall 
distribution. 
 
Some parts of the creeks where I live are, at present, nothing but drains which are also 
lacking in sufficient surrounding trees. Three years ago I asked our local council to restore to 
a natural state of more of a creek that was partly restored some years ago but the answer 

https://gsc-public-1.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/submissions/GreamCharles_Open_Submission.pdf
https://gsc-public-1.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/submissions/GreamCharles_Open_Submission.pdf


was a distinct ‘nay’. The Office of the Government Architect NSW provides some hope for 
this to happen in the future. See:  
 
http://www.governmentarchitect.nsw.gov.au/ 
 
I would certainly like to see this happen. Too much is being lost at present, not only to us 
and the environment but also wildlife. 
 
GOOGLE MAPS AND GOOGLE EARTH 
 
Information on these resources can be incorrect. Where I live, waterways are wrongly 
named and open spaces, parks and reserves have no names at all. If we are to have a 
better city we need to work with Google to get improvements. 
 
UNDERSTANDING BASIC NEEDS 
 
If we are to have a better city we have to have infrastructure that is welcoming, comfortable 
and clean. Local government needs to understand the day-to-day requirement of people 
living and visiting here. In Fairfield there has been a trend towards installing self-cleaning 
toilets. These are suitable in some cases but not always. Sometimes a cleaning cycle may 
not remove all the material and between cycles anyone entering the toilet is confronted with 
awful sights. I approached our council about the state of some but, as I write we are still 
faced with the sights in the photographs at Schedule A. I consider these sights present our 
city in a bad light and certainly are not attractive or welcoming. 
 
MOVING AROUND OUR CITY 
 
A best city includes the attribute of navigability. Local government signage needs to improve. 
Parks, reserves and open spaces need to be identified by signs stating their name. There 
are too many parks and reserves in Fairfield that are not identified by name signs. More 
signs pointing to public toilets and public facilities are also needed. Adding to the problem is 
identification on Google Maps and Earth to which I referred above. 
 
OTHER UNUTILIZED RESOURCES 
 
Schools and colleges may be unitized during vacation periods. Investment in leisure and 
other equipment on their properties may enhance access to leisure activities during idle 
times. 
 
THE SECOND AIRPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
The plan recognises the benefits of the airport and the impetus it will bring to Western 
Sydney. It also recognizes the need for appropriate investment in public and other transport.  
 
If we are to have a greater Sydney these parts of the equation need to be satisfied with a 
priority. 
 
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 
 
The plan recognizes the need to attract business and industry to Western Sydney. This can 
only happen if sufficient infrastructure including accommodation is available. Business 
activity will come if the overall environment is right. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Please refer to my initial submission on the draft South West District Plan for more detail. 
Since then the Commission has engaged with a wider community including local government 
and others and that can only be a good thing.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to have a say. 
 
 
Charles Gream 

http://www.governmentarchitect.nsw.gov.au/


Referring to previous questions, I can report that issues at the „old‟ Dutton Lane car park are still 
being addressed although I am not seeing any progress on the lane itself. One positive is that for the 
first time in years fire protection doors now exist on all doorways.  
 
Street sweeping in the latter half of last month picked up close to 20 tonnes of material. A GPS to 
measure kilometres swept is being installed. Discussions within council are being undertaken to 
compare GPT data. These are positive moves and I thank Glenn Mehan for his efforts. 
 
An explanation of the Return and Earn Scheme, subject of a question I put at this forum, appears in 
tonight‟s business papers. I won‟t comment on the proposed upgrade to the Recycling Drop Off 
Centre although I recognize the council has taken interim measures to make the centre safer to use; 
this after too much advocacy had to be made by me to get the changes. 
 
The response to last month‟s question alluded to the Spring Clean Up Day (“the day”). The day is 
another „simple‟ method that does not address the heart of the matter. „Simple‟ is a word that often 
arises when changes to waste management in this city are discussed. However, the day does not 
deal with the sustainability issue, is discriminatory and feeds the beast rather than taming it. There are 
other elements too. I consider the monies would best be directed to getting a more waste-sustainable 
city. I will have something further to say at a future date. 
 
I have been advised that data relating to the reported study on a third domestic waste bin is not 
available. This is not the way to manage. 

 
My question tonight relates to self-cleaning toilets located at Kenyon Street, Downey Lane and 
Cabravale Park. For best appreciated please also refer to the photographs. 
 
I remind council that assets, whether they be natural or built, have attached to them the requirement 
of ongoing effective and timely management. It is therefore necessary to have appropriate work 
protocols and resourcing in place. They also have to be internally sustainable and management 
proactive. 
 
The self-cleaning toilets have been maintained poorly and are in keeping with Fairfield Council‟s past 
public toilet history. Among the reporting to council about the self-cleaning toilets were the conditions 
of those in Downey Lane and Cabravale Park on 31 August 2017. I have also had to contact the place 
manager at Cabramatta about one incident. I also wrote to NSW Health on 4 September and received 
a response to the effect that the issue was one for this council to address. I would add that it is now 
well into October and council has done nothing. 
 
It is insulting to us the residents and those who come to this city to be confronted with the conditions 
existing in these toilets. No person would wish to change a baby on any of the change tables. Not 
only are there what appear to be cigarette burns but also dirt and grime on them.  
 
(A reused self-cleaning toilet was installed at Wilson Park and after reporting by me the change table 
was removed and so it ought to have been.) 
 
Automatic toilet washing does not guarantee the removal of materials except maybe after more than 
one washing cycle. Meanwhile anyone entering the units will be observing dampened toilet paper on 
the floors and elsewhere as well as other items that haven‟t been removed. There is an unsanitary 
feel about the toilets. 
 
The toilet bowl at Kenyon Street has a disgusting look and this has been the case for too long. The 
mirror, as with other self-cleaning toilets is streaky and the change table is dirty. This toilet also reeks. 
I have been told that this toilet is avoided by women because of the males who gather in its vicinity. 
This toilet also has long-standing graffiti on its outside. 
 
Graffiti and other antisocial behaviour are apparent at the recently installed self-cleaning toilet at 
Cabravale Park. People have also used the old Cabravale Park toilet since the installation of the new 
one. It needs to be fenced off properly or removed. I suggested before the new toilet was installed 
that it be at a more open spot but have been informed the sewerage drop did not allow it. The site as 
it is currently set up invites vandalism. I trust that council was zealous in its search for a suitable site 
before installation. 
 
The toilets have varying ways of catering for the sight impaired. The type at Cabravale Park and 
Downey Lane is not recommended. See the last of the photographs and comments on each. 
 
Signage pointing to the unit in Downey Lane is lacking and I cannot find it on the National Toilet Map. 
 
Would council please attend to these matters? Thank you. 

24/10/2017 
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 Downey Lane August 2017 change table Downey Lane August 2017 mirror 

Downey Lane September 2017 Downey Lane posted on social media 

Cabravale Park October 2017 change table Cabravale Park graffiti on pavement, outside and in 

Cabravale Park July 2017 - had to contact place 

manager 

Cabravale Park old toilet still used after new one 

installed 
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Cabravale Park September 2017 antisocial behaviour 

vicinity newly installed toilet 

Kenyon Street September 2017 poor cleansing, toilet 

bowl in poor state 

Kenyon Street October 2017 change table Kenyon Street October 2017 poor cleansing, toilet 

bowl in poor state 

Wilson Park November 2016 – change table removed 

after I reported it. A sloppy and disrespectful 

installation. 

Wilson Park October 2017 vandalism reported to 

council 

Downey Lane October 2017 toilet bowl 
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Various button arrangements exist. This one 

above at Cabravale Park (similarly at Downey 

Lane) creates confusion because people press 

the top right hand array. This array does not 

consist of operational buttons. Additionally the 

Braille has no multi-purpose and the changing 

colours of the diodes are not sufficiently 

contrasting. 

Various button arrangements exist. In this 

case at Wilson Park individual indicators 

stating the position have Braille associated 

with them unlike the ones at Cabravale 

Park and Downey Lane. 
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