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15 December 2017 
 
Geoff Roberts 
Western City District Commissioner 
Greater Sydney Commission  
GPO Box 257 
Parramatta NSW 2121 

 
   
Dear Mr Roberts, 
 
WESTERN CITY DISTRICT PLAN - FAIRFIELD CITY SUBMISSION 
 
Please find attached Fairfield City Council’s submission to public exhibition of the 
Greater Sydney Commission’s draft Western City District Plan.   
 
Council both acknowledges and welcomes the enhancements made on the previous 
draft Plan.  This includes the clearer structure and integration facilitated under the 
draft Western City District Plan in regard to land use, transport and infrastructure 
planning directions to deal with the challenges and deliver a range of opportunities 
for the Western City. 
 
As detailed further within the submission, Council’s key additions to its previous draft 
South West District submission include the following: 

 
• Support for the identification of the rural lands as an ‘Urban Investigation 

Area’ to determine the future land use in an area in close proximity to 
Western Sydney Airport. Council is also requesting the inclusion of the 
‘Keyhole Lands’ (privately owned land zoned RU2_Rural Landscape within 
the Western Sydney Parklands adjoining The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park) in 
the Investigation Area.  

 
• Greater acknowledgement in the draft Plan of the potential for the 

Prairiewood Town Centre for urban renewal supported by regional public 
transport, health, retail, cultural, sporting and recreational services.  

 
• Prioritisation of local centres with high levels of access to existing public 

transport (including some underutilised rail stations) for urban renewal. This 
could unlock further potential for the centres of Fairfield, Cabramatta, Canley 
Vale, Yennora, Carramar, Guildford and Villawood. It is noted that Council’s 
support for increased densities is contingent upon the provision of 
appropriate infrastructure and services.  
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• Prioritise the investigations for the key transport corridors, in particular the 
mass transit link from Parramatta to Western Sydney Airport via Prairiewood, 
and the proposed freight line, in order to provide greater certainty for land 
owners in the area. 

 
• While there are references to the planning challenges associated with the 

increased refugee intake, there should be specific mention of the role 
Fairfield Local Government Area plays as a city of settlement (including 
refugee intake) and the identification of specific actions to better resource 
Council to support this role from the State and Federal Governments. 

 
• The role of a range of community facilities and precincts which currently (or 

have the potential to) service broader regional community needs is not 
appropriately acknowledged. This includes the potential to expand facilities 
at the Cabravale Leisure Centre to establish a regional ‘Health and Wellness 
Precinct’, to enhance the delivery of specialised health, wellness and 
rehabilitation programs and services for the region. 

 
In addition to the above, Council requests that the Greater Sydney Commission 
shares some of its key data and modelling relevant to understanding the needs of 
the Western City District, particularly regarding the 5 – 10% housing affordability 
target. Council is currently in the initial stages of the Fairfield City Local Housing 
Strategy and access to the Commission’s modelling will help Council establish an 
appropriate target within the range provided.  
 
Fairfield City Council looks forward to working collaboratively with the Commission 
and will continue to provide any relevant information and clarification of issues 
affecting the community throughout the District Plan’s finalisation.   
 
I trust this information is of assistance and please contact me on 9725 0278 if you 
would like to discuss these matters further. 
 
 

 
 
 
Marcus Rowan 
Manager Strategic Land Use & Catchment Planning 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The draft Greater Sydney Region Plan 2056 – A Metropolis of Three Cities has 
divided the Sydney Region into three major cities comprising the Western Parklands 
City, Central River City and Eastern Harbour City. Fairfield City is strategically 
positioned within the developing Western City District.  

This submission focusses primarily on the key changes between the previous draft 
South West District Plan and the current draft Western City District Plan. By and 
large the issues raised in Council’s previous submission (March 2017) still remain 
current and Council request they be considered in conjunction with the additional 
matters raised in this submission. 

Although located on the eastern periphery of the Western City District, between the 
Western Parklands City and Central River City at the metropolitan scale, Fairfield 
LGA is also uniquely positioned as a Gateway to South West. Fairfield benefits by 
being located at the confluence of the Western and Central Cities and as a Gateway 
between the future Western Sydney Airport Aerotropolis and economic hub of 
Parramatta.  

Acknowledging the strategic position of Fairfield between the Central and Western 
Cities opens up future opportunities to increase densities, building homes for families 
or individuals working in the smart jobs of Parramatta, Liverpool or Western Sydney 
Airport, or essential key support workers needed to service a Global Sydney. 

This submission is divided in to two parts, Part A identifying new issues under the 
current draft Western City District Plan and Part B being key issues previously raised 
by Council in its submission to the draft South West District Plan. 
 
PART A – NEW ISSUES IDENTIFIED UNDER THE DRAFT WESTERN CITY 
DISTRICT PLAN 
 
1. URBAN INVESTIGATION AREA (EXISTING RURAL LANDS) 

 
The Rural lands currently face a number of major land use pressures associated with 
the proposed Western Sydney Airport and associated infrastructure investment 
(including roads and future public transport), the expansion of the Western Sydney 
Employment Areas, and proximity of the South West Priority Growth Area.  

In addition to these land use pressures, there are a range of diverse stakeholder 
views about the future of Fairfield’s rural areas. The one-hectare subdivision allowed 
since 1994 has resulted in patchwork rural residential housing, market gardening, 
poultry farms, piggeries and other livestock that are prone to land use conflict. 
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Under the latest draft District Plan a critical planning direction relevant to Fairfield 
City is the inclusion of parts of Horsley Park and whole of Cecil Park within an ‘Urban 
Investigation Area’ (UIA).  

The area also incorporates part of Mt Vernon in Penrith City Council. This is a 
significant change from the previous draft Plan which identified the area as a 
Metropolitan Rural Area.   

The draft Plans do not provide any specific detail on proposed land use outcomes for 
the UIA.  However, this direction is generally consistent with the points made in 
Council’s previous submission to the draft South West District Plan that Horsley Park 
and Cecil Park should be removed from designation as a Metropolitan Rural Area.  
This position was based on the significant impact 1 hectare subdivisions on the area 
since 1994 and surrounding regional development pressures (including the Western 
Sydney Airport and Western Sydney Employment Lands). 

The designation of the UIA is also consistent with Council’s previous decisions to 
undertake investigations into the future of the rural lands of the City which has 
included funding being allocated toward this work under the current Delivery and 
Operational Plans. The purpose of the Rural Lands Study will be to undertake 
detailed investigations into a range of potential land use options for the area that 
balances environmental, social and economic outcomes. 

During the Study, it is important that a high level of collaboration occurs between key 
agencies. A steering committee led by the GSC’s Infrastructure Delivery Committee 
(IDC), with participants from Sydney Water, TfNSW and Fairfield and Penrith 
Councils will ensure that the best planning outcome for the rural lands is achieved.   

 
Key Hole Lands – Horsley Park 
 
It is noted that the UIA in Horsley Park does not include the ‘Keyhole’ lands (see 
image over page) located in the Western Sydney Parklands adjoining The Horsley 
Drive, Redmayne Rd and Chandos Rd.  The area is zoned RU2_Rural Landscape 
under Fairfield LEP 2013.   

Under the regime of current planning controls this area is restricted to a minimum 
subdivision size of 10 hectares and permits a range of agricultural activities 
(including farming and market gardens) as well as a restricted range of commercial 
activities such as food and drink premises, function centres, registered clubs and 
outdoor recreation facilities. 

The redevelopment potential of this area has been constrained due to the lack 
services and facilities (particularly sewer), undulating terrain and location within the 
Western Sydney Parklands.  Previously Council has made submissions to the 
Western Sydney Parklands Trust that the area be identified for acquisition and 
incorporation into the Western Sydney Parklands, however to date this option has 
not been taken up by the Trust. 
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Given the issues facing the Keyhole lands and their proximity to the other rural lands 
of Horsley Park, Council requests that the GSC include the Keyhole Lands area into 
the Horsley Park/Cecil Park UIA under the draft Western City District Plan. 

It is noted that Council officers have recently received representations from Frasers 
Group (who are developing The Horsley Drive Business Park –  warehouse/logistics 
site at the corner of The Horsley Drive and Cowpasture Rd), requesting Council 
canvas the re-rezoning of the Keyhole lands for general industrial purposes in its 
submission to the draft District Plan. 

At this stage it is considered premature to identify a formal land use direction for the 
Keyhole lands until such time as the detailed investigations into land use constraints 
and opportunities have been undertaken.  This work will also need to have regard to 
the potential visual and land uses sensitivities associated with the Keyhole lands 
being bounded by the Western Sydney Parklands. 

 

 
 

 

2. PROPOSED TRANSPORT CORRIDORS – FUTURE ROLE OF PRAIRIEWOOD 
TOWN CENTRE AND FAIRFIELD SHOWGROUND 

The draft Regional Plan, Future Transport Strategy 2056 and District Plans have 
provided more detail and supporting information regarding the provision of new 
transportation corridors to improve connectivity and access, both across and within 
the proposed Western, Central and Eastern Cities. 

Horsley Park 
UIA 
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It is noted that a proposed “new mass transit corridor” is identified in the Transport 
Strategy connecting the Eastern, Central and Western City to the Western Sydney 
Airport Aerotropolis, with a potential station shown at Prairiewood Town Centre 
(below). 

 

At this stage the Transport Strategy and GSC plans represent higher level strategic 
proposals that will be subject to more detailed investigations into the viability and 
constraints affecting the proposed transport corridors.  Notwithstanding, the 
proposed mass transit corridor highlights the need to better acknowledge the 
potential role/function of Prairiewood Town Centre and Fairfield Showground as a 
potential future strategic hub and urban renewal precinct with the Western City. 

This function needs to be acknowledged not only to realise the potential of this 
precinct but also in terms of ensuring greater certainty and commitment toward 
future land use planning investigations and strategies that will facilitate the provision 
of the required infrastructure and services to achieve the potential of this precinct as 
an important hub within the Western City. 
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3. HOUSING AND URBAN RENEWAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The new draft District Plan provides stronger emphasis to investigating “opportunities 
for new homes close to transport and services”, this includes the Fairfield Town 
Centre and other local centres in Fairfield City (e.g. Villawood, Fairfield Heights) that 
are currently subject to urban design studies to yield increased residential densities 
in proximity to existing major public transport facilities and services.   

Other centres that would require further investigations for increased residential 
densities and urban renewal in future include Cabramatta, Canley Vale, Carramar, 
Yennora and Guildford, due to their strategic locations along existing heavy rail 
stations. 

Community Services 

To support current and future needs of the community of the Region, The role of a 
range of community facilities and precincts which currently or have the potential to 
service broader district/regional community needs is overlooked.   

This includes expanding facilities at the Cabravale Leisure Centre to establish a 
regional ‘Health and Wellness Precinct’, to enhance the delivery of specialised 
health, wellness and rehabilitation programs and services for the region. 
 
PART B – SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES RAISED IN PREVIOUS SUBMISSION 
STILL RELEVANT TO THE DRAFT WESTERN CITY PLAN 
 
The following issues were previously identified by Council as elements that are 
currently missing, or can be strengthened within the relevant District Plan. 

1. FAIRFIELD’S STRATEGIC CONTEXT AND LOCATION 

The Fairfield community have strong ties to the Central City and Greater Sydney 
Districts, evident not only in transport and employment, but also social and cultural 
connections. The District Plan needs to recognise that Fairfield is a transition zone 
between the Western City and Central City. The District Plan needs to build on 
Fairfield’s existing transport connections to Parramatta and Liverpool to deliver 
Transit Orientated Development or compact city approaches to development in 
Fairfield LGA.  

A number of Council’s local centres including Cabramatta, Canley Vale, Canley 
Heights, Fairfield Heights, Smithfield and Villawood are particularly appropriate to 
earmark as renewal priority areas due to their proximity to public transport (including 
heavy rail), range of existing services (both retail and cultural) in these centres and 
connections to Parramatta, Liverpool and Western Sydney Airport. 
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2. CELEBRATING DIVERSITY 
 

The Fairfield LGA has arguably the most unique and complex demography in NSW, 
as well as being  the most disadvantaged (non-rural) area in NSW according to the 
socio economic indices for advantage (SEIFA). The draft Plan will significantly shape 
the future of the LGA, it is essential that Fairfield’s diversity is celebrated and the 
current high levels of socio-economic disadvantage are addressed. 

Fairfield is also home to a significant number of new migrants and humanitarian 
arrivals to Australia. While the draft Plan has acknowledged and celebrated the 
Western City’s high levels of diversity, as well as the important role it plays in 
welcoming refugees, Council alone cannot provide additional housing and jobs for 
new humanitarian arrivals.  

It is important to again emphasise that collaboration with State and Federal 
Government is needed to address additional affordable housing options, and ensure 
continued successful and sustainable settlement as new refugees and migrants 
make the Western City their home.  
 
3. TRANSPORT PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT 

 
Despite being a 20-year plan, the previous draft District Plan provided no indication 
of potential future transport upgrades or links demonstrating how the increased 
population will access work, education or play.  

Within Fairfield City, there are significant east-west connections that need to be 
addressed. Thinking into the future, existing congestion issues will worsen with the 
development of the Badgerys Creek Airport likely to increase the amount of freight 
travelling from the Smithfield-Industrial estate to the M7 and the airport. 

The NSW Department of Transport recently released the Draft Future Transport 
2056 Strategy which is a vision for how transport can support growth and the 
economy of New South Wales over the next 40 years. Council has provided a formal 
submission to the NSW Department of Transport on this Strategy which highlighted 
the following key issues: 

• The approach of maximising unused capacity on existing transport corridors is 
supported. This should include looking at the Cabramatta, Canley Vale, 
Fairfield, Carramar, Yennora, Guildford and Villawood station precincts; 

• That the mass transit vision for 2056 include a direct loop connecting the 
string of pearls centres with a connection to the Western Sydney Airport; 
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• That a direct link from Fairfield to the Western Sydney Airport and surrounding 
development should occur prior to the opening of the airport; and 

• That further information on the impacts of the proposed Western Sydney 
Freight Line and Southern Sydney Freight Line be provided. 

In addition to the above, Council still maintains its position in relation to the following 
key transport issues. 

a) Upgrade of the T-Way to Light Rail 
 

• The provision of a light rail along the existing T-Way will enhance connectivity 
within the District by strengthening connections to major strategic centres of 
Parramatta, Liverpool and Western Sydney Airport. 
 

• A light rail system from the Western City to the Central City district, merging 
with the recently announced Westmead to Olympic Park Light Rail network, 
opens up the South West to the smart jobs, and increased education 
opportunities of Greater Parramatta Olympic Peninsula (GPOP). Equally, the 
provision of a light rail along the Liverpool to Parramatta T-way will also serve 
as a catalyst to increase densities along the corridor, providing homes within a 
30min radius of Parramatta, Liverpool and Western Sydney Airport. 
 

• Upgrading the T-Way and integrating with the potential mass transit station at 
Prairiewood will significantly enhance public transport connectivity for those 
living on the west portion of the Fairfield LGA, increasing access to education 
and jobs across the three cities, and encouraging behavioural change for a 
what is currently a car-dominated part of Sydney. 
 

b) Accessing the three cities 
 

• The Draft Plan also needs to consider the broader context including essential 
links between the Western, Central and Eastern Cities. This includes an 
extension of the Sydenham to Bankstown Metro to Liverpool and WSA, as 
well as metro/fast train options from Western Sydney Airport to Parramatta as 
is proposed, stopping at Prairiewood. 
 

c) Improving bus access 
 

• A review of the bus services within Fairfield City Council, incorporating 
community input, needs to occur to redress current public transport 
inadequacies.  
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• Greater recognition in the District Plan of the need for provision of strategic 
bus east/west bus routes in Fairfield. 

 

• Protection of an existing Strategic Bus Corridor currently existing along parts 
of Smithfield Road which has the potential to provide for enhanced east-west 
bus services to Fairfield Showground. 

 

• Council acknowledges that a rapid bus transit-way linking Wetherill Park to 
Blacktown is proposed in the draft Plan as per Council’s previous submission.  
 

d) Improving roads and addressing congestion 
 

• Key road upgrades to make the movement of freight from Smithfield-Wetherill 
Park Industrial Estate safer and more efficient. In addition, key upgrades of 
the Cumberland Highway will ease congestion. 
 

• The Horsley Drive/Wallgrove Road intersection is reaching capacity with 
traffic congestion on a regular basis. A corridor connecting the M7 to the west 
– servicing the growth areas and proposed Western Sydney Airport, needs to 
be identified and protected. 

  

• Preserving the Prospect Arterial Corridor to allow future extension of the 
Prospect Highway from Pemulway to Victoria Street to provide better 
connection between the Smithfield-Wetherill Park Industrial Estate to the 
south and the M4 and M2 Motorways to the north. 

 

• Identify and preserve a corridor for the proposed Southern Link Road, west of 
the M7, to support the Broader Western Sydney Employment Area. 

 

• Proposals are underway for M12 Motorway connecting the M7 Motorway to 
the Northern Road at Penrith. As part of this project, work should be 
undertaken to upgrade Elizabeth Drive for the entire section both west and 
east of the M7 so that it supports the land use along this section of road. 

 

• There are sections of the Cumberland Highway from Wakeley to Liverpool 
that are 2 lanes only in each direction. The entire section of this highway 
needs to be 3 lanes in each direction to ease congestion along this major 
arterial corridor. 
 

e) Active Transport 
 

• While the green grid projects identified within the district plan will provide 
cycling infrastructure largely for recreation, it is also important to develop 
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active transport networks that allow people to get from their homes to public 
transport. 
 

• Implementation of off-road bicycle networks within five kilometre catchments 
of not only district centres of Prairiewood and Fairfield, but also local centres 
in proximity to all rail stations in the LGA will both encourage people to use 
public transport, as well as encourage active lifestyles. To further encourage 
this form of activity, bicycle parking is also needed at train stations.  

 

• Creating and promoting active transport connections in the Western Sydney is 
particularly vital due to the region’s high levels of physical inactivity and 
related chronic diseases, as well as the high levels of dependency on cars.  

 

• Greater clarity around how these increased active transport connections will 
be funded is needed. 
 

f) Freight Movement 
 

• Direct freight links need to be provided from Employment Lands being 
developed to the west and north of Fairfield and from the proposed Intermodal 
Terminal in Eastern Creek to the Smithfield Wetherill Park Business Park to 
reduce and deter the movement of heavy vehicles on local roads within 
Fairfield LGA. 
 

• While a Western Sydney Fuel Pipeline is currently listed as ‘potential’, it is 
vital that the District or Regional Plan to identify and provide a corridor to 
connect the Port Botany fuel pipeline to the Western Sydney Airport to ensure 
that there are no adverse impacts on the local road networks by heavy 
vehicles transporting fuel. 
 

g) Making Public Transport Easier 
 

• Additional commuter car parking should be provided strategically at transport 
interchanges and along the existing Transit-way route to encourage more 
residents to use public transport. While Fairfield LGA has existing hard rail 
and rapid-bus infrastructure, the lack of connectivity across the district can 
make it difficult to access public transport without having to drive to a bus or 
train station first. 
 

h) Equitable access to public transport 
 

• Upgrades need to occur in train stations along the T2, T3 and T5 lines so that 
they are fully accessible for people of all abilities. Increased frequencies of the 
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services along these lines are also needed to cater for current and expected 
future demands. 

 

4. PRAIRIEWOOD IDENTIFIED AS A DISTRICT CENTRE AND 
TRANSFORMATION AREA 
 

The diversity of land uses in Prairiewood including key retail, medical, recreation and 
educational uses reinforce the significant potential of Prairiewood to grow into a 
District Centre by 2036. In addition to Prairiewood’s existing services and facilities, 
the potential mass transit station in Prairiewood as indicated by the draft Plan will 
also provide a significant catalyst for the growth of the precinct.  

In addition to being included within the Plan as a District Centre, identifying 
Prairiewood as a master-planning project or transformation area in collaboration with 
the GSC would unlock the Prairiewood’s potential to increase commercial spaces, 
residential densities and further develop and grow existing medical and educational 
assets – particularly if the T-Way is potentially upgraded to a light rail in the future. 

Currently a major constraint for the Prairiewood Town Centre is the lack of 
integration and fragmented distribution of a number of critical community facilities, 
including the Fairfield Hospital, Bus T-Way Station (located at the back of house of 
the Stocklands Shopping Centre), social housing, community centre and library, High 
School, Leisure Centre and Fairfield Showground. 

All of these sites are in either State or Council ownerships which creates an ideal 
opportunity to undertake a collaborative planning exercise between Council and 
State Agencies, supported by the GSC to unlock the potential of Prairiewood Town 
Centre. 

Prairiewood is identified as a District Centre and the District Plan needs to identify 
the potential future upgrade of the T-Way including enhanced integration with 
surrounding bus routes and planning for future light rail connections. This will enable 
Prairiewood to be identified as a transformation area or master-planning project 
between Council, State Agencies and GSC to unlock the potential of the area as 
significant strategic town centre within the District Plan. 
 
5. EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES – FAIRFIELD TOWN CENTRE 

 
The draft District Plan 2016 and 2017 estimated the number of jobs in Fairfield is 
5,400. This number is questionable and does not match Council’s estimated 3,500 
jobs in Fairfield Town Centre. Growing from 3,500 to 6,000 jobs by 2036 with an 
aspirational target of 10,000 jobs, it is questionable whether Fairfield Town Centre 
will be able to provide the retail/business environment over the next 20 years to 
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deliver the desired number of jobs as allocated in the District Plan. This aspirational 
target is more likely to be achieved if it is shared across Fairfield and Prairiewood 
Town Centres. 
 
6. GREEN GRID – FAIRFIELD SHOWGROUND SITE AND CHIPPING NORTON 

LAKES 
 
The Fairfield Showground Site provides major opportunities for a range of 
recreational and cultural activities at both local and district levels. The site is ideally 
located to residential areas and is located close to public transport (T-Way) and 
Prairiewood Town Centre. 

To this end, under its draft 2017/18 Delivery and Operational Plans Council has 
allocated funding toward preparing a master plan that will unlock the Fairfield 
Showgrounds potential to become a centre for sporting excellence as well as a major 
facility for community/cultural activities and festivals. 

The Fairfield Showground site needs to be recognised as a major facility for future 
recreation/sporting excellence with broad range of cultural and community activities 
that service the needs of not only locals but also District-wide communities.  

The District Plan needs to facilitate enhancement of areas supporting open space 
and environmental activities on the Showground Site and recognise this as an 
opportunity for a green/blue grid project in the Plan. 

Under the District Plan, the Chipping Norton Lakes area is identified under a list of 
‘Other Projects’ which promote the establishment of a ‘Green Grid’ across the region. 
Given the ideal strategic position of Chipping Norton Lakes and largely ‘untapped’ 
recreation and environmental potential of the area, Chipping Norton Lakes should be 
recognised as a priority project in the District Plan aimed at delivering Sydney’s 
Green Grid. 

Council would like to investigate in partnership with the Greater Sydney Commission 
new secondary ‘green grid’ projects which target disadvantaged areas of the City 
such as Villawood, Fairfield East and Carramar in addition to Fairfield Heights that 
are set for both an increased population arising from refugees and immigration and 
currently have deficient green space and active cycling and walking connections 
 
7. SMITHFIELD/WETHERILL PARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

 
Smithfield-Wetherill Park Industrial Estate is currently the largest industrial estate in 
Greater Sydney as well as Fairfield City’s largest concentration of jobs with over 
8,000 people employed in the precinct. 
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With the emergence of Western Sydney Airport set to transform the manufacturing 
and landscape of the Western City, the District Plan needs to ensure the Airport has 
a positive, rather than negative impact on the Smithfield-Wetherill Park Industrial 
Estate. 

With 786 hectares of industrial land, the Smithfield-Wetherill Park estate is the 
largest industrial estate in NSW. Almost a quarter of Fairfield City’s jobs (22.4%) are 
in the manufacturing or logistics sector. 

A District-wide analysis of industrial lands will result in a better understanding, and 
capacity to plan for increased jobs and growth of the manufacturing and logistics 
industry in existing Industrial estates. Smithfield/Wetherill Park is ideally located to 
absorb industrial lands lost to residential uses in other councils - particularly as 
Western Sydney Airport will grow logistics, warehousing and advanced 
manufacturing. Develop and implement an economic development strategy for the 
Western City. The comparative advantage Smithfield-Wetherill Park industrial estate 
brings to Fairfield and the broader Western City needs to be acknowledged, with a 
significant amount of warehousing and manufacturing space to offer. 

 
8. IMPROVING HOUSING CHOICE AND AFFORDABILITY  

 
a) Housing Provision  

The draft District Plan has allocated Council a future housing target of an 
additional 3,050 dwellings by 2021. It is likely that the delivery of the required 
3,050 additional dwellings will be achieved as part of the current Urban Design 
Review across the three town centres of Fairfield, Villawood and Fairfield 
Heights, subject to rezoning around public transport nodes and market 
conditions. The T-Way corridor, also presents opportunities for increased density 
and the possibility of future value capture if upgraded to light rail/metro. 

b) Improve housing diversity and affordability 

The District Plan needs to be flexible enough to allow for housing directed 
towards the specific demographic contexts of a place. While Fairfield may need 
housing for large multi-generational households, other LGAs may be seeing 
demand for a higher number of single household dwellings. This tailored 
approach to housing diversity can be informed by the local housing strategy. 

The affordable rental housing target of 5-10% of all new floor space in Greater 
Sydney is a positive step in capturing the value gained by developers with the 
rezoning of land for a community housing provider. This target is particularly vital 
within Fairfield to ensure renewal does not result in displacement of residents. 
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Despite the need for affordable housing in Fairfield, feasibility research is also 
needed to ensure it does not deter development and urban renewal from 
occurring. It is likely that a mismatch between supply and demand of affordable 
rental housing will occur in Fairfield due to the high proportion of households with 
rent assistance (34.8%), in mortgage stress (21.5%) and in rental stress (44.3%; 
ABS 2016).  

 

9. THE HEALTH CONTEXT OF THE SOUTH WEST DISTRICT 
 

The District Plan is an opportunity to actively engage with the specific health issues 
that impact the Western City District, seeking to address existing health inequalities 
by developing tailored actions and priorities in the plan. 

The Plan should establish health targets, e.g. ‘decrease the rate of diabetes in the 
area by 2036’ is one way for the District Plan actively measure and assess how its 
healthy built environments are impacting the health of the District across the 20 year 
plan.  

In addition, the Plan could develop metrics new developments can be assessed 
against, e.g. walkability, access to fresh food, in line with existing healthy built 
environment design guidelines such as the ‘Healthy Urban Development Checklist’ 
by NSW Health. Fairfield also has additional health requirements in relation to 
humanitarian arrivals that require specialist services to address physical, dental and 
mental health issues.  
 
10. URBAN RENEWAL - LOCAL CENTRES 

 
When considering a hierarchy of centres, identifying and mapping local centres is 
vital when planning at the District scale, giving the community an indication of where 
targeted development and growth will occur. 

As a point of difference from the Regional Plan, District Plans are an appropriate 
place to map local centres, as part of establishing a district planning framework, and 
hierarchy of centres. 

In infill areas, Local Centres play a critical role in the future re-development of the 
City, especially from a place-making and urban design context. Identifying local 
centres is particularly important as it gives the community an indication of where 
targeted development and growth will occur. 
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Local Centres like Villawood and Fairfield Heights are set to dramatically transform, 
increasing densities and growing community facilities in areas that have existing 
access to shops and established public transport. 

Local centres can also have district wide significance, in the context of Fairfield City, 
local centres like Cabramatta and Canley Heights attract people from across the 
Western City District and Greater Sydney, due to their unique retail and dining 
scene. The centres of Cabramatta, Canley Vale, Canley Heights, Fairfield Heights, 
Smithfield and Villawood should be identified as Local Centres within the District 
Plan. 

11. PROTECTING AND ENHANCING BIODIVERSITY AND THE SCENIC 
LANDSCAPE 
 

Council supports the District Plan’s initiatives regarding increasing the City’s urban 
canopy, green grid connections and biodiversity protections however funding 
constraints can significantly impact on whether or not the plan can become a reality. 

With some of the lowest levels of urban canopy in Sydney as well as high levels of 
socio-economic disadvantage, Fairfield will be significantly impacted by climate 
change. 

The $4million Metropolitan Greenspace Program should be expanded, with targeted 
funding for areas in highest need. 
 
12. GROWING JOBS IN THE HEALTH AND EDUCATION SECTORS 

 
While the health and education super precincts in Liverpool and Campbelltown-
Macarthur are needed to grow high skilled jobs in the region, planning for the next 
tier down is also vital. Within the draft Plan there is little mention of Fairfield Hospital, 
Braeside hospital, Fairfield/Liverpool Youth Health Service (FYLHT) at Carramar, or 
Wetherill Park TAFE. 

The courses Wetherill Park TAFE offers include automotive, health and community 
services, tourism and hospitality, transport and logistics – training for the essential 
trades and service jobs to support the functioning of the District. The District Plan 
needs to ensure it is planning for a diversity of jobs, targeted at a range of different 
skills. 

Fairfield and Braeside Hospital as well as Wetherill Park TAFE both located within 
Prairiewood, have potential to be identified as a specialised health and education 
precinct within the district plan, with targeted services for the Fairfield community. 



Fairfield City Council – 
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Fairfield City Centre and surrounding centres have seen a significant growth in 
culturally specific health services supported by refugee and immigration community 
service agencies. This growing culturally specific health sector is well positioned 
between the Westmead biomedical hub and Liverpool’s proposed health education 
facilities to provide opportunities for cultural medical specialist referrals, health 
research facilities and general multicultural health and wellbeing based services.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Council acknowledges that many of the issues raised in its previous submission to 
the draft South West District Plan have been incorporated into the Western City 
Plan. 

However there a number of key points and potential opportunities that need to be 
clarified or highlighted, particularly regarding the future of the Keyhole Lands in 
Horsley Park, Prairiewood Town Centre and Fairfield Showground, proposed 
transport corridors, potential for urban renewal in centres close to railway stations 
and establishing a ‘Health and Wellness Precinct’ at the Cabravale Leisure Centre.  

Council looks forward to working together with the GSC to address these issues and 
realise the vision of the Western City.  
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