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Planning Priority S13 Protecting and improving the health and enjoyment of the 
District’s waterways 

Action Comment

57. Protect environmentally sensitive coastal 
areas and waterways.

Increased rainwater gardens in all 
town centres. Increased 
awareness of bushland and 
wetlands that house sewer 
overflows.

58. Enhance sustainability and liveability by 
improving and managing access to waterways, 
foreshores and the coast for recreation, tourism, 
cultural events and water-based transport. 

Promotion of boat sharing 
agencies or networks. Similar to 
the car sharing services. We need 
to improve the quality of the 
stormwater runoff entering the 
Georges River to ensure that 
recreation and tourism can 
remain a viable industry.

59. Improve the health of catchments and 
waterways through a risk-based approach to 
managing the cumulative impact of development 
including coordinated monitoring of outcomes. 

Rebates for rainwater tanks on 
private properties. Get the Site 
right was a short campaign to 
ensure that building sites are 
doing the right thing with water 
catchment and runoff. This needs 
to be a permanent position in 
each Council to be able to 
monitor more regularly.
There needs to be an increased 
planting of trees and shrubs in 
Industrial areas to help reduce 
runoff.

60.Reinstate more natural conditions in highly 
modified urban waterways.

Naturalisation of stormwater 
drains to also include cycling 
networks as well.
Increase planting of native plants, 
spiky plants in no stopping and 24 
hour clearway strips to increase 
water capturing and filtering. This 
will also act as a visual reminder 
that you can not park or stop 
there.



Planning Priority S16 Delivering high quality open space

Action: Comment

68. Maximise the use of existing 
open space and protect, enhance 
and expand public open space by:
a. investigating opportunities to 
expand a network of diverse, 
accessible, high quality open space 
that responds to the needs and 
values of communities as 
populations grow
b. investigating opportunities to 
provide new open space so that all 
residential areas are within 400 
metres of open space and all high-
density residential areas are within 
200 metres of open space 
c. requiring large urban renewal 
initiatives to demonstrate how 
access to high-quality and diverse 
local open space is maintained or 
improved 
d. planning new neighbourhoods 
with a sufficient quantity of new 
open space
e. delivering shared and co-located 
sports and recreational facilities, 
including shared school grounds and 
repurposed golf courses 
f. delivering on, or complementing, 
the Greater Sydney Green Grid..

Open space needs a better definition. Does this 
include concrete and hard surfaces? It is essential 
that children under 5 have access to open space 
that is natural surfaces. Grass and other natural 
surfaces help children with their balance. Being 
able to walk on uneven surfaces is an important 
milestone development mark, open spaces that 
are concrete or paving do not provide an 
opportunity to master this skill.
Councils need to have a plan of their open spaces 
and the purpose of them. Ryde Council has an 
example of this with it’s Children Play 
Implementation Plan. It provides an overview of 
the types of open space and the age group who 
are targeted. 
http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ryde.nsw.gov.au%2Ffiles%2
Fassets%2Fpublic%2Fpublications%2Fparks-open-
space%2Fchildrens-play-implementation-plan.pdf
There should be no rezoning of public parks (RE1 
and RE2). All rezonings need to show that they 
have been put out as expressions of interest to be 
managed by not-for-profit groups as recreational 
spaces. With an increasing population we will 
require an increase in spaces for active and 
passive recreation outdoors. If we are protecting 
industrial land than we need to be protecting 
green space as we are unable to recreate that.
Council’s need to also have a plan for open spaces 
for senior citizens. 
No rezoning of the former Oatley Bowling Club 
which falls on the Green Grid and is a food source 
for Powerful Owls. 
Fines need to be applied to Council’s that neglect 
open space to help have it rezoned for 
development against the community wishes.
Greater protection of Endangered Ecological 
communities that exist in our urban environment 
are needed.
Repurposing of gold courses- Senior Housing 
developments on top of club houses and golf 
courses to help provide  an income to golf courses 
and membership. No relocation of Kogarah Golf 
Club onto Barton Park.



Planning Priority S15 Increasing urban tree canopy cover and delivering Green Grid 
connections

Action: Comment

66. Expand urban tree canopy 
in the public realm.

Industrial estates need increased tree canopy and 
planting. 
Needs to be greater set backs so there can be deep 
soil planting. A register of tree removal in Council 
areas needs to be reported and published so that the 
community can easily see the loss of canopy in their 
suburbs. If we are to increase tree planting on public 
land then we need to ensure we are not losing green 
space that can accommodate 

67. Progressively refine the 
detailed design and delivery 
of: a. Greater Sydney Green 
Grid priority opportunities b. 
connections that form the 
long-term vision of the 
network.

The Oatley to Como walkway has the potential to 
expand it’s bike path from Myra Place through to 
Oatley Shops with the section from along Oatley 
Parade that has bush and powerlines. It is currently a 
path that is overgrown and could easily 
accommodate a bike path with funding under the 
Metropolitan Greenspace program.
It is important that active transport to and from 
parklands and the green grid is planned for. We have 
an increasing number of parks for kids to learn to 
ride their bikes but they have to be driven in a car to 
access the park. 



Planning Priority S17 Reducing carbon emissions and managing energy, water and waste 
efficiently 

Action: Comment

69. Support initiatives that contribute to the 
aspirational objective of achieving net-zero emissions 
by 2050, especially through the establishment of low 
carbon precincts in Priority Precincts, Collaboration 
Areas, State Significant Precincts and Urban 
Transformation projects. 

Sustainability Officers and 
committees to be mandatory in 
Councils. Georges River Council 
has gone from 2 sustainability 
officers to zero and has no plans to 
fill this position. This means there 
is no one driving sustainability at 
Council.

70. Support precinct-based initiatives to increase 
renewable energy, and energy and water efficiency 
especially in Priority Precincts, Collaboration Areas 
and Urban Transformation projects.

71. Protect existing, and identify new, locations for 
waste recycling and management. 

Libraries to become recycling 
centres for mobile phones, 
batteries and small plastics.

72. Support innovative solutions to reduce the 
volume of waste and reduce waste transport 
requirements. 

Greater funding for not-for-profit 
companies such as the Bower and 
Reverse Garbage in new building 
developments. If the State 
Government provides funding for 
developers to include affordable 
housing and hotel rooms then it 
should fund shop spaces for 
businesses that trade in second 
hand furniture and goods.

73. Encourage the preparation of low-carbon, high 
efficiency strategies to reduce emissions, optimise 
the use of water, reduce waste and optimise car 
parking provision where an increase in total floor 
area greater than 100,000 square metres is proposed 
in any contiguous area of 10 or more hectares.

Solar power recharge stations for 
electric bikes in public places and 
town centres. Each town centre to 
have at least 3-4 car sharing 
spaces. Bike networks across all 
Council areas but focussed on 
travelling to and from town 
centres, schools and transport 
interchanges.



Planning Priority S18 Adapting to the impacts of urban and natural hazards and 
climate change 

Action: Responsibility

75. Support initiatives that respond to the 
impacts of climate change. 

Ensure that foreshore 
developments will meet sea 
change levels.

76. Mitigate the urban heat island effect and 
reduce vulnerability to extreme heat. 

Increase the use of natural 
planting and other purpose 
surfaces when developing bike 
paths and footpaths. Compacted 
sand etc.

Powerlines to go underground so 
street planting of taller trees to 
increase tree canopy and shade 
can occur.



Planning Priority S1: Planning for a city supported by infrastructure

Actions

1. Prioritise infrastructure investments to 
support the vision of a metropolis of 
three cities.

Greater emphasis of the importance of 
the health of the Georges River needs to 
be in the overarching plan for Sydney. 
The catchment of this natural area covers 
all three city areas yet doesn’t get a 
mention in the overarching plan. 

Penshurst- Has existing infrastructure 
(train and bus links ) is in a good location. 
Has a shopping village but has been 
somewhat neglected by Council and isn’t 
considered a main centre by the South 
District Plans as the supermarket doesn’t 
met floor plan size. It has a large number 
of empty blocks of land that are under 
utilised and could be better utilised for 
housing, in particular Senior’s Housing.
The size of supermarket floor space 
shouldn’t be included in what makes a 
good town centre. It should be measured 
by a place to have a baker, fruit shop and 
butcher. Supermarkets often involve 
people driving to that and not shopping 
beyond the supermarket. It doesn’t make 
a vibrant community.
Oatley has been marked as a town centre 
because it has a Coles. The Coles is 
located on a hill that is steep and narrow 
path from the train station. The footpath 
can’t be expanded due to the road width 
and surrounding bushland. It is very 
disconnected from the rest of the village.

2. Sequence growth across the three 
cities to promote north-south and east-
west connections

3. Align forecast growth with 
infrastructure.

4. Sequence infrastructure provision 
using a place-based approach.

5. Consider the adaptability of 
infrastructure and its potential shared 
use.

6. Maximise the utility of existing 
infrastructure assets and consider 
strategies to influence behaviour 
changes, to reduce the demand for new 
infrastructure, including supporting the 
development of adaptive and flexible 
regulations to allow decentralised 
utilities.

Planning Priority S2: Working through collaboration

Action: Responsibility

7. Identify, prioritise and deliver 
Collaboration Areas

Greater Sydney Commission



Liveability- Planning Priority S3: Providing services and social infrastructure to meet 
people’s changing needs

Action: Responsibility

8. Deliver social infrastructure to reflect the 
needs of the community now and in the 
future.

Councils, other planning authorities, 
and State agencies

9. Optimise the use of available public land 
for social infrastructure

Planning for spaces that can be used by 
multiple generations during weekdays 
(not schools). Ensuring that parkland 
isn’t rezoned before being put out to 
tender.

Liveability- Planning Priority S4: Fostering healthy, creative, culturally rich and socially 
connected communities

Action: Responsibility

10. Deliver inclusive places for people of all ages 
and abilities that support healthy, resilient and 
socially connected communities by: a. providing 
walkable places with active street life and a 
human scale b. co-locating schools, social, health, 
sporting, cultural and shared facilities.

If schools are to become more 
shared spaces than active transport 
plans and networks around schools 
need to be developed and 
improved. Riding on footpaths 
needs to be increased until 16. 

11. Consider cultural diversity in strategic 
planning and engagement. 

12. Strengthen the economic self-determination 
of Aboriginal communities by engagement and 
consultation with Local Aboriginal Land Councils 
to better understand and support their economic 
aspirations as they relate to land use planning.

13. Facilitate opportunities for creative and 
artistic expression and participation, wherever 
feasible with a minimum regulatory burden, 
including: a. creative arts and cultural enterprises 
and facilities b. creative interim and temporary 
uses c. appropriate development of the night-time 
economy

14. Strengthen social connections within and 
between communities through better 
understanding of the nature of social networks 
and supporting infrastructure in local places.

Putting places of plan in town 
centres will help draw parents and 
grandparents to their local town 
centre. This can be achieve by 
parklets if not parkland is available.



Planning Priority S5: Providing housing supply, choice and affordability, with access 
to jobs and services

Action: Responsibility

15. Prepare local or district housing strategies that 
address the following: 
a. the delivery of five-year housing supply targets for 

each local government area 
b. b. the delivery of 6–10-year (when agreed) housing 

supply targets for each local government area
c. c. capacity to contribute to the longer term 20-year 

strategic housing target for the District d
d. . housing strategy requirements outlined in 

Objective 10 of the draft Greater Sydney Region Plan 
that include: 
i. creating capacity for more housing in the right 

locations 
ii. supporting planning and delivery of priority 

growth areas and precincts as relevant to each 
local government area

iii. supporting investigation of opportunities for 
alignment with investment in regional and 
district infrastructure

iv. iv. supporting the role of centres.

Seniors Housing 
independent Living 
Units to be included in 
new developments 
especially if located 
within a town centre.

Connelly St Carpark at 
Penshurst is owned by 
Georges River Council. It 
would make an ideal 
location for Senior’s 
Housing Independent 
living units. Within 
walking distance to 
shops, medical services, 
bus routes to multiple 
location and a train 
station. 

16. Prepare Affordable Rental Housing Target schemes. Need to include Seniors 
Housing Independent 
Living unit targets.



Planning Priority S6: Creating and renewing great places and local centres, and 
respecting the District’s heritage

Action: Responsibility

17. Deliver great places by: a. prioritising a people-
friendly public realm and open spaces as a central 
organising design principle b. recognising and balancing 
the dual function of streets as places for people and 
movement c. providing fine grain urban form, high 
amenity and walkability d. integrating social 
infrastructure to support social connections and provide 
a community hub e. encouraging contemporary 
interpretation of heritage where possible f. using a place-
based and collaborative approach throughout planning, 
design, development and management.

Ensuring that there are 
play areas or playgrounds 
within each town centre. 
Bunnings, Macdonalds
and Westfields all have 
play areas within their 
shops. They recognise 
that play areas appeal to 
both parents and 
grandparents.
Inclusion of community 
halls within town 
centres. These help bring 
people to ballet lessons, 
club meetings and visit 
their local shops at the 
same time.

18. Conserve and enhance environmental heritage by: a. 
engaging with the community early in the planning 
process to understand Aboriginal, European and natural 
heritage values b. conserving and interpreting 
Aboriginal, European and natural heritage to foster 
distinctive local places.

19. Use place-based planning to support the role of 
centres as a focus for connected neighbourhoods.

20. In Collaboration Areas, Priority Precincts and 
planning for centres: a. investigate opportunities for 
precinct-based provision of adaptable car parking and 
infrastructure in lieu of private provision of car parking b. 
ensure parking availability takes into account the level of 
access by public transport c. consider the capacity for 
places to change and evolve, and accommodate diverse 
activities over time.

In public car parks there 
needs to be car sharing 
parking spaces. Georges 
River Council area is 
getting inner city density 
without the inner city 
thinking to match.



Planning Priority S7: Growing and investing in the ANSTO research and innovation 
precinct

Action: Responsibility

21. Facilitate an innovation precinct that:
a. attracts associated businesses, industries 
and commercialisation of research
b. delivers high levels of accessibility, 
walkability and amenity
c. includes housing opportunities for 
students and workers within 30 minutes of 
the precinct.

22. Deliver and implement an Infrastructure Plan 
for the ANSTO innovation precinct.

Planning Priority S8: Growing and investing in health and education precincts and 
Bankstown Airport trade gateway as economic catalysts for the District

Action: Responsibility

23. Facilitate health and education precincts 
that: 

a. create the conditions for the continued 
co-location of health and education 
facilities, and services to support the 
precinct and growth of the precincts 

b. b. have high levels of accessibility
c. c. attract associated businesses, 

industries and commercialisation 
of research]

d. d. include housing opportunities for 
students and workers within 30 
minutes of the precinct.

24. Deliver and implement a Place Strategy and 
Infrastructure Plan for the Kogarah health and 
education precinct.

There is no play area or 
playground within Kogarah Town 
Centre. Both hospitals are strong 
for their maternity wards. This 
often involves pre-birth visits with 
older siblings yet there is nowhere 
to spend time with those children.

25. Deliver and implement a Place Strategy and 
Infrastructure Plan for the Bankstown Airport 
and Milperra Industrial Area collaboration area.



Planning Priority S9: Growing investment, business opportunities in strategic centres

Action: Responsibility

26. Provide access to jobs, goods and services in centres by:
a. attracting significant investment and business activity 
in strategic centres to provide jobs growth 
b. diversifying the range of activities in all centres 
c. creating vibrant, safe places and quality public realm 
d. balancing the efficient movement of people and goods 
with supporting the liveability of places on the road 
network
e. improving the walkability within and to the centre
f. completing and improving a safe and connected 
cycling network to and within the centre 
g. improving public transport services to all strategic 
centres
h. creating the conditions for residential development 
within strategic centres and within walking distance, but 
not at the expense of the attraction and growth of jobs, 
retailing and services; where appropriate, strategic 
centres should define commercial cores informed by an 
assessment of their need.

Pedestrian and cycling 
representatives need to 
be on traffic committees. 
Georges River Council 
currently does not have 
any active transport 
representation. 
Childcare centres should 
be planned for next to 
public transport or town 
centres as well.

27. Create new centres in accordance with the Principles for 
Greater Sydney’s Centres.

Councils and other 
planning authorities

28. Engage with the retail sector on its changing planning 
requirements and update planning controls as required. 

Councils and other 
planning authorities

29. Prioritise strategic land use and infrastructure plans for 
growing centres, particularly those with capacity for 
additional retail floor space.

30. Use flexible and innovative approaches to revitalise high 
streets in decline

Penshurst high street is 
in decline yet it has great 
bus and train 
connections. It needs a 
diverse age group in 
housing types, play 
areas.

31. Review current planning controls and create capacity to 
achieve the job targets for each of the District’s strategic 
centres.



Planning Priority S9: Growing investment, business opportunities in strategic centres

Action: Responsibility

34. Strengthen Hurstville through 
approaches that:
a. encourage and support shopping centre 
improvements to better integrate with the 
surrounding public spaces
b. create a strong sense of place by 
celebrating Hurstville’s cultural diversity 
c. support the expansion of the hospitals in 
the centre and the growth of allied 
health services 
d. encourage new lifestyle and 
entertainment uses to activate streets and 
grow the night-time economy 
e. build on the centre’s administrative and 
civic role
f. protect existing commercial lands for 
future employment opportunities 
g. facilitate the attraction of office and 
commercial floor space and provide 
opportunities to allow commercial and 
retail activities to innovate 
h. recognise and support the role of Forest 
Road as a movement corridor and as an 
‘eat street’ i. encourage activation of 
secondary streets.

Have a play area within Hurstville 
CBD that is natural materials. 
Museum and art gallery need to 
be expanded and strengthened.



Planning Priority S9: Growing investment, business opportunities in strategic centres

Action: Responsibility

35. Strengthen Kogarah through approaches 
that: 
a. support growth of the health and education 

precinct
b. b. encourage new lifestyle and 

entertainment uses to activate streets and 
grow the night time economy 

c. c. facilitate the attraction of office and 
commercial floor space and provide 
opportunities to allow commercial and 
retail activities to innovate 

d. d. encourage activation of secondary 
streets.

Night time busking by local artists 
could help revitalise the area. 
Promotion of busking licenses for 
street performers. 

36. Strengthen Miranda through approaches 
that: 
a. enhance public spaces to make a more 

attractive shopping destination 
b. b. build on the success of existing retail to 

grow the centre 
c. c. facilitate the attraction of office and 

commercial floor space and provide 
opportunities to allow commercial and 
retail activities to innovate 

d. d. encourage activation of secondary 
streets.

37. Strengthen Sutherland through 
approaches that: 
a. build on the centre’s administrative 

and civic role 
b. b. facilitate the attraction of office and 

commercial floor space and provide 
opportunities to allow commercial and 
retail activities to innovate 

c. c. encourage new lifestyle and 
entertainment uses to activate streets 
and grow the night time economy

d. d. encourage activation of secondary 
streets.



Planning Priority S10 Protecting and managing industrial and urban services land 

Action: Responsibility

38. Manage industrial land in the South District 
by protecting all industrial zoned land from 
conversion to residential development, including 
conversion to mixed-use zones. 

39. Consider office development in industrial 
zones where it does not compromise industrial 
activities

40. Prohibit new residential development 
on the Kurnell Peninsula where there is 
potential to interfere with the operation of 
Sydney Airport or where the ANEF contours 
and prescribed airspace requirements 
exclude residential development.

41. Facilitate the contemporary adaptation 
of industrial and warehouse buildings 
through increased floor to ceiling heights. 



Planning Priority S11 Supporting growth of targeted industry sectors

Action: Responsibility

42. Consider the barriers to the growth of 
internationally competitive trade sectors, 
including engaging with industry and assessing 
regulatory barriers.. 

43. Provide a regulatory environment which 
enables economic opportunities created by 
changing technologies.

44. When preparing plans for tourism and 
visitation, consider: a. encouraging the 
development of a range of well-designed and 
located facilities b. enhancing the amenity, 
vibrancy and safety of centres, places and 
precincts c. supporting the development of 
places for artistic and cultural activities d. 
improving public facilities and access e. 
protecting heritage and biodiversity to enhance 
cultural and eco-tourism f. supporting 
appropriate growth of the night-time economy g. 
developing industry skills critical to growing the 
visitor economy

45. Consider opportunities to implement 
place-based initiatives to attract more 
visitors, improve visitor experiences and 
ensure connections to transport at key 
tourist attractions.

46. Consider opportunities to enhance the 
tourist and visitor economy in the District, 
including a coordinated approach to 
tourism activities, events and 
accommodation. Councils, other planning 
authorities and State agencies

The South District has a strong 
environmental identity. This 
should be considered a tourism 
economy.

47. Create capacity for tourist 
accommodation in appropriate locations 
through local environmental plans. 

RSLs and Clubs such as St George 
Leagues Club have ample space 
in their car parks for hotel 
accommodation. Although Air 
BnB is becoming increasingly 
popular in the South District. 



Planning Priority S12 Delivering integrated land use and transport planning and a 30-
minute city

Action: Responsibility

48. Prioritise:
a. public transport projects to the Harbour CBD to improve 
business-to-business connections and support the 30-minute city 
b. infrastructure investments which enhance walkability and 
cycling, particularly those focused on access to the transport 
network, and within five kilometres of any strategic centre or 10 
kilometres of the Harbour CBD

49. Integrate land use and transport plans to deliver the 30-minute 
city.

Bring forward the 
planning of the 
Kogarah to 
Parramatta train line.

50. Investigate, plan and protect future transport and 
infrastructure corridors.

51. Support innovative approaches to the operation of business, 
educational and institutional establishments to improve the 
performance of the transport network.. 

52. Manage the interfaces of industrial areas, trade gateways and 
intermodal facilities by: Land use activities a. providing buffer 
areas to nearby activities, such as residential uses, that are 
sensitive to emissions from 24-hour port and freight functions b. 
protecting industrial lands for port, intermodal and logistics uses 
from the encroachment of commercial, residential and other non-
compatible uses which would adversely affect industry viability to 
facilitate ongoing operation and longterm growth c. requiring 
sensitive developments within influence of port and airport 
operations to implement measures that reduce amenity impacts d. 
improving communication of current and future noise conditions 
around Port Botany, airports, surrounding road and rail networks, 
intermodals and supporting private lands e. improving the capacity 
of existing stakeholders to implement existing planning noise 
standards for incoming sensitive developments f. protecting 
prescribed airspace from inappropriate development, for example 
height of building controls that would allow buildings to penetrate 
prescribed airspace and reduce the capacity of existing airport 
operations g. preventing inappropriate development within the 
high noise corridor on the Kurnell Peninsula h. identifying and 
preserving land for future port and airport, intermodal and rail 
infrastructure i. accommodating advanced manufacturing where 
appropriate by zoning that reflects emerging development models. 
Transport operations a. providing the required commercial and 
passenger vehicle, and freight and passenger rail access.

Keep heavy rail for 
heavy rail. We don’t 
need a duplication of 
existing train lines. 
We need new train 
lines. The South 
District needs more 
direct access to 
Parramatta via rail.



Planning Priority S12 Delivering integrated land use and transport planning and a 30-
minute city

Action: Responsibility

53. Optimise the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the freight handling and logistics network by: a. 
protecting current and future freight corridors b. 
balancing the need to minimise negative impacts 
of freight movements on urban amenity with the 
need to support efficient freight movements and 
deliveries c. identifying and protecting key 
freight routes d. limiting incompatible uses in 
areas expected to have intense freight activity.

54. Investigate and plan for the land use 
implications of potential long-term transport 
connections. 

55. Plan for urban development, new 
centres, better places and employment uses 
that are integrated with, and optimise 
opportunities of, the public value and use of 
Sydney Metro and other city shaping 
projects. 

56. Protect transport corridors as 
appropriate, including the F6 extension.

Investigate light rail and rail 
options first. 
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