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15 December 2017 
 
Greater Sydney Commission 
Draft District Plans 
PO Box 257 
PARRAMATTA NSW 2124 
 
 
 
Dear Chief Commissioner Turnbull  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the Greater Sydney Commission’s Revised Draft 
South District Plan. The work of the Greater Sydney Commission is important in providing strategic planning 
for the Greater Sydney region, and I appreciate the Commission’s ongoing and productive engagement with 
the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation (ANSTO), particularly in relation to the 
ANSTO Innovation Precinct project.  
 
Planning for the ANSTO Innovation Precinct has intensified over recent months. In September 2017, the 
Federal parliament passed legislation to allow for the establishment of the precinct, particularly in relation to 
the expanded use of ANSTO’s land by third parties. The Bill and the proposed precinct received 
overwhelming bipartisan support.  
 
In October 2017, ANSTO launched its pilot innovation centre, Nandin. Nandin, which means ‘look ahead’ in 
the language of the local indigenous Dharawal people, is an innovation centre and technology incubator 
that will become an important home of knowledge exchange, commercialisation, innovation and 
entrepreneurship. The opening of Nandin marks the first stage of the broader ANSTO Innovation Precinct 
project. Just this week, the first members, of Nandin signed membership contracts. The new and 
prospective members include enterprises engaged in advanced manufacturing and smart technology 
development, defence and cyber security. Additionally, ANSTO has engaged planners to develop a concept 
master plan for the precinct by early 2018.  
 
There is significant momentum for this project, which is being driven by the needs of industry, universities, 
and our research partners. The Commission’s recognition of the ANSTO Innovation Precinct as a planning 
priority in the Revised Draft South District Plan and its identification as a ‘Collaboration Area’ for Greater 
Sydney are critical in continuing this momentum and ensuring the successful development of the precinct. 
 
The scale and potential of the ANSTO Innovation Precinct necessitates a strategic approach across all 
levels of government to ensure that the economic and social impact for Southern Sydney and NSW is fully 
realised. The convening power of the Greater Sydney Commission through the Collaboration Area and the 
development of an Infrastructure Plan will ensure that the ANSTO Innovation Precinct has the appropriate 
support for success. Given that one of the central aspects of the ANSTO Innovation Precinct is education 
and training through the Graduate Institute, could we suggest that the NSW Department of Education be 
included in the list of those involved in this collaboration area, as well as the NSW Department of Finance, 
Services and Innovation. 
 
In addition, in regards to the comment in the plan regarding accessibility challenges to ANSTO’s site 
caused by the buffer zone, we note that there are no physical boundaries, such as fences, around most of 
the buffer zone. While most of ANSTO’s current site is within a secure area, the area of proposed 
development of the ANSTO Innovation Precinct sits outside the secure area and will be widely accessible. 
We note that the Nandin pilot innovation centre is already situated outside of the secure area.      
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We look forward to continuing a productive relationship with the Greater Sydney Commission. If you have 
any questions regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 
Group Executive 
Nuclear Business  
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