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GSC submission by FoMH – Eastern City  15-12-2017 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and make a submission. 
 
Friends of Malabar Headland members (FoMH) live in the Eastern City region of the Greater Sydney Region plan, at 
Maroubra and Malabar and surrounding suburbs. 
 
Our area is liveable, and probably could be called a “30 minute city” already.  Most people can walk or cycle to the 
nearest shops, the library, the cinema, schools, the beach, etc, within 30 minutes. 
 
Our suburbs are pleasant, with wide streets and ample car parking (so far), many houses have gardens, and we have 
some street trees, although not as many as on the North Shore of Sydney due to the sandy nature of the soil.  Street 
trees have to be tough here. 
 
FoMH wants to make some general and specific comments about the GSC plans for our area. 
 
 
General: 
 
We are interested in planning, but we found it hard to have a great deal of input to the GSC before the plans were 
produced.  There is a problem of communication:  99 people out of 100 have no idea that the GSC exists, or that it 
might affect their lives.  This is still the case. 
The GSC Bus Tour was a complete flop:  the day the Bus was supposed to visit Maroubra Beach, a surf carnival was 
taking place, and the bus could go nowhere near the beach.  Several people walked around looking for it, or for a 
stall at the beach, wanting to have a say ‘on site’.  It was nowhere to be found. 
No one saw the Commissioner for our area for the whole year of “consultation” before the Plans were announced; 
this is very poor form.  Forums were very few and either very short and highly orchestrated, or hard to get to.   
A properly run community consultation would have had sessions in every community centre in every suburb for at 
least a year.  That is how they did it in the “Vancouver Model”. 
 
 
Specific: 
 
Urban Bushland: 
We are blessed in our area, that through an accident of 
geography we still have some remnant vegetation.  Our 
wonderful bushland has been protected - by distance from 
the city – Botany Bay National Park – and by the presence 
of the Anzac Rifle Range on Malabar Headland – now 
Malabar Headland National Park (MHNP – see graphic at 
right). 
 
Both these bushland areas contain Eastern Suburbs Banksia 
Scrub (ESBS) a critically endangered vegetation 
community. 
 
Both NPs are suffering at the moment from the savage cuts 
to the NPWS, which has resulted in a lack of Rangers to 
police unauthorised activities.   
 
Further pressure on our NPs from a denser population can 
only have one outcome:  deterioration and destruction of 
the delicate ancient sand dune soils upon which ESBS 
grows.  ESBS cannot be recreated, it is unique.  Therefore the visitors and nearby residents who access the NPs must 
be controlled.  This is not possible without NPWS staff.  NPWS budgets must be expanded in these days of massive 
government surpluses.  Instead of spending our money on knocking down and re-building perfectly good stadia, the 



State Government should put money back into NPWS instead.  Plus a whole range of other things of course:  schools, 
health, etc. 
 
Open Space 
In Figure 26, you have shown both MHNP and Botany Bay NPs as “open space”.  These National Parks are not open 
space, they are natural bushland.  They are used for completely different purposes, eg, open space is used for 
organised sport.   
Bushland is there to admire, for habitat, for relaxing, for walking through, for cherishing, and for scientific study in 
the case of Botany Bay NP and MHNP.   
Open Space is artificial – eg, golf courses and parks like Heffron Park and Centennial Park.  Of course open space is 
very necessary for public recreation, especially since population densities are increasing.  
FoMh suggests that no development increase should take place unless there is a concomitant increase in open 
space, otherwise existing open space will be overused, ruined, crowded, and fought over.  New Open Space should 
be mandated if there is to be an increase in population density.  How this will be managed is a mystery, but I 
suppose that golf courses could be commandeered.  There are dozens in this area. 
 
Population density increase 
In the past, the State government has forced higher population densities on us, in the form of many high rise 
apartment blocks at Maroubra Junction, along Anzac Parade and Maroubra Road.  From Maroubra Junction towards 
Maroubra Beach along Maroubra Rd, we have lost dozens of Federation Houses to 3 storey medium density units. 
There is a massive Meriton high rise estate being built at Eastgardens – probably around 5000 units. 
We see that Randwick Council is predicting another 2250 new dwellings in the next 5 years, which can probably be 
absorbed by the whole area in the form of a few more high rises, some more medium density units and some other 
subdivisions such as granny flats and duplexes.  We think that this a fairly reasonable rate of growth, if growth is 
what we have to have. 
With regard to Malabar Headland National Park, FoMH is worried that more development and an increasing 
population will place increasing pressure on our precious bushland, which cannot bear it.  As noted before, our ESBS 
bush grows on ancient wind-blown sand dunes which are at least 10,000 years old.  These old dunes have semi-
consolidated over the centuries, and have formed podzols, an unusual soil formation which is highly nutrient-
deficient.  As a result, over the millennia, a great variety of plants have found a niche so that we have an assemblage 
of plants that is extremely diverse and unique to the Eastern Suburbs of Sydney.  On Malabar Headland alone we 
have nearly 400 different plant species.  ESBS is critically endangered, so it needs careful management of human 
activities.  
FoMH hopes you will appreciate that further population increases in our area will inevitably bring more people who 
want to walk in MHNP and add to ESBS key threatening processes.  It cannot be used by mountain bikers, trail bikers 
or even joggers en masse and not suffer.  Once the soils are eroded, they do not come back, the plants will die and 
we will lose it.  It must be protected from over-use.  More money should be allocated to the NPWS for more Rangers 
to patrol the NP, to make sure people are “doing the right thing” and not ruining it for everyone else. 
 
Light Rail 
The Light Rail will be at capacity the day it opens.  Nevertheless, developers have seized on the opportunity to lobby 
the State Government to rezone vast areas along Anzac Parade in Kensington and Kingsford, so that high rise 
apartments can be built, and huge profits made.  The Light Rail will not cope.  This is not good planning.   
If the developers and the government want high rise along Anzac Parade, they should invest in a proper mass transit 
underground rail, as in Hong Kong and elsewhere around the world. 
For the above reasons, it is IMPERATIVE that the Light Rail is NOT extended to Maroubra Junction.  We will lose 
thousands of mature trees along the route, and have to suffer more high rise development.  It is the wrong 
technology, simple as that.  Neither must it be extended as far as Malabar – that would bring in yet more crowds of 
visitors who have the potential to wreck our MHNP by their activities, just by sheer weight of numbers. 
In short, if we are to have a denser population, their activities must be controlled, and money must be made 
available to ensure that there are enough Rangers to police that activity. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission. 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Chair of Friends of Malabar Headland 
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