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SUBMISSION TO THE GSC THREE CITIES DRAFT 

 

GENERAL SUMMARY 

You said that you have listened but obviously you haven’t.  Your Three Cities Plan is an exercise in 

social injustice! All the amenities, best of public transport infrastructure, arts and amenities for the 

Eastern City, employment, over development and more public transport for the River city and no 

public transport, no amenities, more over development without appropriate infrastructure such as 

schools, hospitals, libraries etc for the western city. 

What the west does get is a dirty polluting airport located at the back of the Sydney Basin. Bulldozing 

hundreds of hectares of prime woodland and agricultural land for the Moorebank Intermodal and 

the airport is contrary to everything you say about the need to green Sydney. You will bulldoze trees 

to install approximately 300 hectares of concrete for airport runways and another nearly 300 

hectares for the Intermodal. So just where will you plant these trees to create the Parklands? This is 

insanity on steroids! The rate of current destruction and land clearing in Sydney is a disgrace. 

The current level of development without appropriate infrastructure is unsustainable. The Sydney 

Basin has limitations and it is well past time that the government recognises what is contained in its 

own environmental files.  

Namely: 

• Air pollution collects and circulates at the back of the basin and air pollution has high health 

impacts. An airport at this location will have adverse health risks for residents of this 

Western City. 

• Western Sydney experiences a heat sink impact because of the lack of a cooling breeze and 

it is exacerbated by the current over development and push for roads. 

• Western Sydney has been denied decent Public transport for decades and our need is 

desperate. 

• Many Western City residents work in your Eastern City and will still have to travel. 

• You have stated in your draft that the most benefit will be for the airline transport Industry 

and, yet it is being sold as “jobs, jobs, jobs”! 

 

1. AIR POLLUTION 

The International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), states that “due to the increasing amount of 

residential development surrounding airports and the continued growth of commercial air travel, air 

pollution surrounding airports has become a significant concern for local/ regional governments.” Far 

from development being restricted it is growing rapidly.  

https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Pages/local-air-quality.aspx 

Except neither this State government or the Federal government seem to be at all concerned about 

the health of western Sydney residents and the Greater Sydney Commission certainly isn’t taking 

https://www.icao.int/environmental-protection/Pages/local-air-quality.aspx


due care whilst basing all plans for Western Sydney around the airport in the worst possible location 

for both air pollution and heat impacts.  

ICAO also very clearly states that aircraft emissions affect human health and the environment and 

that when assessing airport locations due diligence should be taken to minimise these impacts by 

local and regional air quality officials.  We do not even have adequate air monitoring receptors and 

ones we do have been deactivated? What else are we to conclude but that this Commission and this 

State Government do NOT give a damn about the health of western Sydney residents? 

In 2006 an enquiry by the Legislative Council found that between 600 and 1400 people die in Sydney 

each year from the health impacts of air Pollution. It is growing worse because the 

recommendations have been ignored by successive governments.  

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/DBAssets/InquiryReport/ReportAcrobat/5319/061

113%20FINAL%20Committee%20Report.pdf 

From the Foreword of this report: “Sydney is in a natural basin, bounded by the Blue Mountains to 

the west and the Pacific Ocean to the east. This makes it a beautiful place to live, but the physical 

features that make it beautiful also help make our air pollution the worst in Australia. For those 

people who are particularly susceptible to air pollution, the situation is more than just irritating, it is 

literally life threatening.” 

Those most susceptible include, the elderly, the chronically ill, children and pregnant mums and their 

babies as identified by international research and the EPSs of the UK and USA. Why aren’t the 

people of Sydney notified of this hazard and why are the air monitors turned off? Why is there so 

much development and housing for the growth area and these young couples kept ignorant of the 

risks? 

From the same page as the quote above: “The NSW Government’s closure of air quality monitoring 

stations and the cessation of air toxics monitoring is unacceptable. People at risk need accurate and 

timely information but under the Government’s current arrangements, these citizens are being 

denied this vital information.” 

Note this from Chapter 2: “....the Committee believes the NSW Government has a responsibility to 

explicitly address this issue to ensure that future development does not contribute adversely to air 

pollution ‘hot-spots’. The Committee has recommended that the Department of Planning develop 

and implement a strategy to address the impact of future urban development in existing air pollution 

‘hot-spots’, such as in south-western and western Sydney.” 

Has this been done? Does your plan address this adverse health impacts in the Western City? In a 

word – No! The plan to site a polluting airport at Badgery’s Creek will only exacerbate the problem. 

As will the massive numbers of passenger and truck movement required to service, fuel, and pick up 

and drop off passengers. This makes all concerned in promoting and developing this airport blatantly 

and wilfully, criminally negligent of the welfare of the residents in this city and in contravention of 

ICAO regulations. It might take some time, but the people WILL call you to account and the 

compensation required will be enormous! Oh, what a tangled web we weave when first we practise 

to deceive! 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/DBAssets/InquiryReport/ReportAcrobat/5319/061113%20FINAL%20Committee%20Report.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/DBAssets/InquiryReport/ReportAcrobat/5319/061113%20FINAL%20Committee%20Report.pdf


You might also take notice of this report in the Guardian and question why the delay on setting a 

national standard. I can be cynical and guess that both Federal and NSW government wish to build 

the airport first before it can come into effect! 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/11/delays-causing-needless-exposure-to-

dangerous-toxins-in-australia-advoates-say?CMP=share_btn_fb 

It was in the EIS for the airport but hidden away in the appendices that this airport will lead to 

deaths from air pollution. Sadly, that was considered “acceptable”. It IS NOT and NEVER WILL BE 

acceptable. However, what was not pointed out there was that the assessment was critically limited 

to the airport location itself and no consideration was considered of the cumulative impact of 

WestConnex, Moorebank Intermodal, the M12 for the airport, and the incinerator at Eastern Creek! 

It is predicted in the limited assessment conducted that by 2025 our air pollution in Western Sydney 

will exceed World Health Organisation safety standards and that is before the airport even begins 

operations! So, is it any wonder that our conclusion is that the people of Western Sydney are 

expendable? 

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/sydneysiders-choking-on-the-air-they-breathe-20140801-zzf7p.html 

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/air-quality-in-sydney-breaches-safe-levels-19-times-

20100117-me85.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28aYt-d_3NI 

https://media.uow.edu.au/releases/UOW197918.html 

 

2.  Heat Sink 

“SOME parts of Australia are very hot - unnaturally hot, in fact. They’re turning into death traps, and 

it’s our own fault.” 

http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/urban-island-heat-effect-rising-

temperatures-in-aussie-cities-could-create-death-traps/news-

story/0b035c4707ea8f81e32ee0df4fa546bf 

The UHI occurs when natural permeable surfaces including grass, plants or bush land are replaced 

with concrete, asphalt and infrastructure. 

According to the Centre for Science Education (UCAR), urban development causes surfaces that were 

once permeable and moist to become impermeable and dry. They heat up during the day and retain 

the warmth, but infrastructure prevents it from escaping into the cold night. 

http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/urban-island-heat-effect-rising-

temperatures-in-aussie-cities-could-create-death-traps/news-

story/0b035c4707ea8f81e32ee0df4fa546bf 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/11/delays-causing-needless-exposure-to-dangerous-toxins-in-australia-advoates-say?CMP=share_btn_fb
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/dec/11/delays-causing-needless-exposure-to-dangerous-toxins-in-australia-advoates-say?CMP=share_btn_fb
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/sydneysiders-choking-on-the-air-they-breathe-20140801-zzf7p.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/air-quality-in-sydney-breaches-safe-levels-19-times-20100117-me85.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/air-quality-in-sydney-breaches-safe-levels-19-times-20100117-me85.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28aYt-d_3NI
https://media.uow.edu.au/releases/UOW197918.html
http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/urban-island-heat-effect-rising-temperatures-in-aussie-cities-could-create-death-traps/news-story/0b035c4707ea8f81e32ee0df4fa546bf
http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/urban-island-heat-effect-rising-temperatures-in-aussie-cities-could-create-death-traps/news-story/0b035c4707ea8f81e32ee0df4fa546bf
http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/urban-island-heat-effect-rising-temperatures-in-aussie-cities-could-create-death-traps/news-story/0b035c4707ea8f81e32ee0df4fa546bf
http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/urban-island-heat-effect-rising-temperatures-in-aussie-cities-could-create-death-traps/news-story/0b035c4707ea8f81e32ee0df4fa546bf
http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/urban-island-heat-effect-rising-temperatures-in-aussie-cities-could-create-death-traps/news-story/0b035c4707ea8f81e32ee0df4fa546bf
http://www.news.com.au/technology/environment/climate-change/urban-island-heat-effect-rising-temperatures-in-aussie-cities-could-create-death-traps/news-story/0b035c4707ea8f81e32ee0df4fa546bf


Today, 14th December 2017, Sydney experienced its hottest December day ever with temperatures 

reaching 43 degrees 

.” Demand for ambulances has risen by 40 per cent across the Sydney metro area today, with 

temperatures in the western suburbs hitting 40 degrees Celsius. 

By 2:30pm Penrith had reached 43.4C, while several suburbs in Sydney's west had reached 40C, 

including Badgerys Creek, Bankstown, Camden and Horsley Park. 

Areas in the east were spared thanks to some sea breezes.” 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-14/soaring-temperatures-in-sydney-keeping-ambulances-

busy/9257282 

 Last Summer, in February, temperatures at Badgery’s Creek reached 47degrees. The rising heat in 

Western Sydney is caused by development and meteorological conditions in that there is no sea 

breeze to offset the heat reflection of brick, tile, asphalt and concrete replacing grasslands and trees. 

Heat waves impact most on the elderly and the young and can be fatal. Rising electricity costs mean 

that the elderly and families are reluctant to turn on air conditioners or fans to cool their homes. 

The draft Plan does not sufficiently address this problem in western Sydney and is even 

contradictory in nature. How does clearing close to 300 hectares to construct a concrete runway 

solve this problem? Frankly, it won’t! It will only add to the heat. As will the current 

overdevelopment for housing. New estates in Glenmore Park and Mulgoa, for instance, have been 

built with houses so close together that you can reach from one backyard to touch the next. This 

restricts the air flow between buildings. There is no room in these small backyards for trees. One 

estate in Penrith has a road too small for the garbage truck to turn around. 

In Phoenix, Arizona, this year, temperatures reached 45degrees in their summer. Consequently, 

aircraft were grounded because heat impacts their ability for a safe lift off. So please explain how an 

airport will work which has to ground planes in summer for heat waves and in winter because the 

location has 30% more fog than KSA. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-40339730 

The reason that planes cannot fly in high temperatures is not because of the heat or humidity but 

because the density of the air decreases with high heat and it makes taking off more difficult and 

dangerous because attaining lift is harder. This is explained here! 

http://www.news.com.au/travel/world-travel/north-america/it-is-so-hot-in-phoenix-that-planes-

cant-fly/news-story/dfdcd68490ed9eaf37a5440b69ee56df 

Heat is an emerging problem in Sydney, but despite having its strongest effects on the 
poor, the elderly, the disabled and the very young, most community services don't formally 
cater for the impact of heatwaves on vulnerable people. 

Heatwaves kill more Australians than all other natural events combined – and they're 
becoming hotter, longer and more frequent, according to a Climate Council report which 
says last year was the country's third hottest.  As temperatures rise, understanding and 
mitigating the impact of heatwaves is becoming a pressing issue. 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-14/soaring-temperatures-in-sydney-keeping-ambulances-busy/9257282
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-12-14/soaring-temperatures-in-sydney-keeping-ambulances-busy/9257282
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-40339730
http://www.news.com.au/travel/world-travel/north-america/it-is-so-hot-in-phoenix-that-planes-cant-fly/news-story/dfdcd68490ed9eaf37a5440b69ee56df
http://www.news.com.au/travel/world-travel/north-america/it-is-so-hot-in-phoenix-that-planes-cant-fly/news-story/dfdcd68490ed9eaf37a5440b69ee56df


http://www.smh.com.au/national/deathly-effect-of-heatwaves-ignored-20150415-1mlymo.html 

You will find a lot of information on climate change and heat predictions for Sydney here and I do 

suggest that you take note. I know that you have stated that you will encourage more tree panting 

but this isn’t sufficient when developers are clearly running the agenda and bulldozing everything in 

their wake! We need SMARTER development not MORE development in Western Sydney. 

http://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/Climate-projections-for-NSW/About-NARCliM 

https://australianmuseum.net.au/what-are-the-impacts-of-climate-change 

https://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/climate-science-data/climate-science/impacts/ns 

I stated in my first submission that Departments in the NSW Government are not talking to each 

other and it is obvious that has not been addressed. Until all departments work together and 

communicate their information your plan will not work. Until responsibility is taken for the heat 

impacts in western Sydney and this is addressed fully and whilst the plan is to build Badgery’s Creek 

Airport your draft has no credibility! 

 

3. PUBLIC TRANSPORT, EMPLOYMENT, EDUCATION AND NOISE IMPACTS 

 

3.1  PUBLIC TRANSPORT The draft plan does not prioritise public transport for the western 

city and without this again, it has no credibility. More public transport and less cars on our already 

congested roads is the only way to improve the air quality. Yet all planned development and the 

employment areas, as well as the airport, rely on massive numbers of diesel burning truck 

movements. All the warehouses that you have identified for employment are clearly designed for a 

designated freight airport and the goods will be distributed by road. Thus, further decreasing our air 

quality.  

It is simply not good enough and it won’t work until the limitations of the Sydney Basin are 

recognised and a maximum effort is made for connectivity in the west. Can you blame us for thinking 

that we are the fodder for the Transurban toll roads? That our lives are considered expendable! 

Locating the airport in the hot spot for heat and air pollution and no rail connection, only encourages 

more cars and more emissions in our western city. What is desperately needed and should be a 

priority is more rail links and not an airport.  

3.2   NOISE IMPACTS ON EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES 

From your draft you have recognised that students in the West are disadvantaged and have poorer 

educational opportunities than in the other cities. Yet, there is no plan to increase educational 

opportunities and develop better outcomes. TAFE has been decimated and made for profit, so the 

skills based jobs that would have been available are no longer an option. From the draft it appears 

that the jobs that are in the employment area will be warehousing and distribution. Yet there has 

been no account taken of the impact of automation on these. Surely it would make more sense to 

http://www.smh.com.au/national/deathly-effect-of-heatwaves-ignored-20150415-1mlymo.html
http://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/Climate-projections-for-NSW/About-NARCliM
https://australianmuseum.net.au/what-are-the-impacts-of-climate-change
https://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change/climate-science-data/climate-science/impacts/ns


increase educational opportunities so that advantage can be taken of new, technical based 

innovation. 

Again, the elephant in the room is the airport and the noise impacts. Research has clearly 

demonstrated that learning outcomes are reduced when students are sleep deprived and schools 

are under a flight path. Indeed, a 24hour airport will not benefit residents at all and your plan has no 

credibility. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/4603189.stm 

Aircraft noise is one, if not the most detrimental, environmental effect of aviation. It can cause 

community annoyance, disrupt sleep, adversely affect academic performance of children, and could 

increase the risk for cardiovascular disease of people living near airports. In some airports, noise 

constrains air traffic growth. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5437751/ 

In the same article above it states: 

Recent reviews of how noise, and in particular aircraft noise, affect children’s learning have 

concluded that aircraft noise exposure at school or at home is associated with children having poorer 

reading and memory skills.[17] There is also an increasing evidence base which suggests that children 

exposed to chronic aircraft noise at school have poorer performance on standardized achievement 

tests, compared with children who are not exposed to aircraft noise.  

17. Clark C. Aircraft Noise Effects on Health: Report Prepared for the UK Airport Commission. Report 

Number 150427. London: Queen Mary University of London; 2015. 

A study by Elmenhorst et al, Effects of nocturnal aircraft noise on cognitive performance in the 

following morning: dose-response relationships in laboratory and field, in 2010 found that “number 

of noise events on daytime performance were small but consistent and significant, stressing the 

potential public health impact of nocturnal noise exposure.” 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20143082 

Then there is this conclusion by Haines and Stanfield in 2003: “there is consistent evidence that noise 

exposure adversely affects child cognitive performance.” 

https://www.acoustics.asn.au/journal/2003/2003_31_1_Haines_Stansfeld.pdf 

There is a wealth of information out there about the impacts of noise on children’s health and 

learning including before and after studies where a new airport began and an old one was 

decommissioned and, yet your proposal contains no mention of any impact whatsoever and has no 

plan to improve educational opportunities and thus better employment prospects for residents of 

the Western Sydney. This is a major failing and will again be a case of criminal negligence.  

http://flyquietoak.com/_source/pdf/Tab%204g%20PDF%20links/General_National/Effects%20of%2

0Aircraft%20Noise%20ACRP%20Research%20Update_2008.pdf 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/4603189.stm
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5437751/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5437751/#ref17
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20143082
https://www.acoustics.asn.au/journal/2003/2003_31_1_Haines_Stansfeld.pdf
http://flyquietoak.com/_source/pdf/Tab%204g%20PDF%20links/General_National/Effects%20of%20Aircraft%20Noise%20ACRP%20Research%20Update_2008.pdf
http://flyquietoak.com/_source/pdf/Tab%204g%20PDF%20links/General_National/Effects%20of%20Aircraft%20Noise%20ACRP%20Research%20Update_2008.pdf


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S027249441300011X  Longitudinal effects of 

aircraft noise exposure on children's health and cognition: A six-year follow-up of the UK RANCH 

cohort 

https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ERCD200908.pdf   ERCD REPORT 0908 Aircraft Noise and 

Children’s Learning K Jones 2010 

http://theconversation.com/can-noise-pollution-damage-your-health-54016 

 

Noise also impacts on the health of adults, especially at night! 

“ Recent research shows that road traffic and aircraft noise increase the risk of high blood pressure, 

especially noise exposure at night. A study of aircraft noise around London’s Heathrow airport found 

that high levels of aircraft noise was associated with increased risks of hospital admission and death 

for stroke, coronary heart disease, and cardiovascular disease in the nearby area. 

Another large study that looked at aircraft noise exposure over a much longer time period of 15 years 

found that deaths from heart attacks increased when the noise was louder and endured over a 

longer period of time. The latest estimates suggest a ten decibel average increase in aircraft noise 

exposure was related to an increase in high blood pressure, heart attacks and strokes of between 7% 

and 17%.” 

http://theconversation.com/can-noise-pollution-damage-your-health-54016 

http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/136466/e94888.pdf 

 

4. Travel 

For the western city your plan does not recognise that residents of the Blue Mountains are 

employed in many different capacities and mostly travel for their jobs into the CBD. They are 

doctors, Professors, Scientists, lawyers and public servants. They have the professional and 

educational skills that are not covered in your thirty-minute cities plan. They need to commute to 

where their employment is located. The plan for an airport does not allow enough opportunities for 

employment in the Western City and it will fail because of this. There is no thirty-minute connectivity 

in transport options. Very little in education or medical to encourage relocation. This is a massive 

fail! 

With the health impacts for air and noise pollution and the destructive educational impacts on 

children’s learning we will need more researchers, more hospitals, more early intervention facilities, 

more educational training facilities and there is very little in the plan for this. More Mental health 

specialists will also be required because noise impacts adults as well as children! See previous 

section on Noise. 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S027249441300011X
https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/ERCD200908.pdf
http://theconversation.com/can-noise-pollution-damage-your-health-54016
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18270210
http://www.bmj.com/content/347/bmj.f5432
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20881600
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S014067361361613X
http://theconversation.com/can-noise-pollution-damage-your-health-54016
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/136466/e94888.pdf


5. EMPLOYMENT 

The airport may serve as a catalyst at first, but eventually it will fail because the jobs on offer will be 

low skilled jobs and will eventually be replaced by automation. The health impacts from noise and 

air pollution will result in an unhealthy population and further reduce employment opportunities 

because of the impact on health and education as out lined previously. What Western Sydney needs 

is better education, more light industry and tech type employment. 

Even your food production industry will fail because as the ICAO points out in its contamination 

segment, crop production around airports is not viable because of contaminants. These 

contaminants will also impact on the vegetation in the Blue Mountains. 

Tourism in the World Heritage Blue Mountains will also fail because the visual and sound impacts of 

aircraft will turn tourists away as research has shown. 

http://www.nationnews.com/nationnews/letters_to_editor/5601/noise-pollution-threat-tourism 

Tourists visit nature based recreational areas, including the Blue Mountains, to seek peace, quiet 

and relaxation, and to escape the pressures of city living .  Research has demonstrated that the 

introduction of aircraft noise to such locations drives tourists away.  The tourism industry in the Blue 

Mountains is worth $328.029 Million annually, and directly provides 11% of jobs in the area.  Aircraft 

noise of 60dB, relative to a background of 29dB (as measured in Springwood) will be clearly audible 

and highly annoying.  This will have a devastating effect on the local tourist industry, and lead to 

mass job losses.  Any positive economic benefits of an airport are going to be significantly 

outweighed by associated economic losses in the tourism industry. 

Tourism is the third biggest income earner for the City of the Blue Mountains, and the majority of 

that tourism depends on relaxation and nature based activities (Greater Blue Mountains Natural 

Attractions Project, 2009).  In the year ended September 2015, the Blue Mountains received 835,000 

domestic overnight visitors and 95,300 international overnight visitors, equating to a total of 2 and a 

half million visitor nights (Destination NSW, 2015).  In 2015, the Blue Mountains also received 2.7 

million domestic day trip visitors.  Tourism alone generated $328.029 million out of a total of 

$4,182.666 million of sales in 2013 to 2014. 

Blue Mountains Economic Enterprise (BMEE). (n.d.). Blue Mountains Tourism Output. Retrieved 04 

09, 2016, from www.economicprofile.com.au: 

http://www.economicprofile.com.au/bluemountains/tourism/output 

Destination NSW. (2015). Tourism Facts and Figures. Retrieved 2016, from 

www.destinationnw.com.au/tourism/facts-and -figures: http://www.destinationnsw.com.au/ 

Destination Visitor Survey. (2012, 07). Retrieved 2015, from www.destinationnsw.com.au: 

http://www.destinationnsw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/SRR-RegionalDispersal.pd 

The Change Effect and Inequity 

 “When new developments cause an abrupt increase in noise exposure, negative reactions are in 

excess of those predicted from steady state exposure-response models, and this excess does not 

http://www.nationnews.com/nationnews/letters_to_editor/5601/noise-pollution-threat-tourism
http://www.economicprofile.com.au/bluemountains/tourism/output
http://www.destinationnsw.com.au/
http://www.destinationnsw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/SRR-RegionalDispersal.pd


decrease over time (Brown AL, van Kamp I, 2009).  This is known as the “change response”.  That is, 

there is a change effect, in addition to an exposure effect.  None of the calculations in the WSA draft 

EIS have taken this effect into account.  The change effect in particular on residents in the quiet rural 

areas surrounding the airport site, as well as those in the Blue Mountains, will be extreme, given the 

high relative change in noise exposure (Fidell S. et al, 2013). Where exposure to noise is perceived to 

be “unfair”, annoyance rates are correspondingly higher (Maris E et al, 2007).  “ 

RAWSA FACT SHEET ON NOISE www.rawsa.info 

 

There is no doubt that when tourists experience the annoyance of noise on a previously quiet area 

that they will a) leave early and b) avoid the area in future. A good night’s sleep is essential to a good 

tourist experience. 

 

The WSA proposal has many features of procedural unfairness and discrimination, when compared 

to the KSA. 

 These are illustrated in the table below. 

 Table1.  Differences in equity between residents affected by noise pollution from KSA and those 

affected by noise pollution from WSA.   

 Kingsford Smith Airport  Western Sydney Airport  

Overnight curfew Yes No 

Cap on hourly flights Yes No 

Noise Insulation Yes No 

Noise Watchdog Yes No 

Noise sharing Yes No 

Limits to the Number of Over 
flights per Hour 

Yes No 

Mitigation by directing flights 
over non-populated areas 
(ocean) 

Yes No 

 

These inequities will create an impression of unfairness and discrimination, which will further 

increase noise annoyance and its impacts in affected residents.( Courtesy of RAWSA) 

 

6. Summary 

Your Draft plan does have some good features but overall it is doomed to failure because the three 

Cities concept has no equity for the cities. Indeed, it smacks of social injustice, exclusion and even 

apartheid. 

http://www.rawsa.info/


You have also failed to address the lack of public transport in the west and the geographical 

limitations of the Sydney Basin. Without seriously addressing the issues of Climate Change and the 

rising heat in Sydney and the poor air quality in Western Sydney there is no credibility for this plan 

and it is an exercise in futility whilst big business continues to push for over development and an 

airport at an extremely poor location. 

It is deeply hypocritical to say plant more trees when developers are given free rein to bulldoze and 

destroy bushland and cram homes together with no space for trees. When environmental Protection 

laws are altered to favour developers and land clearing, how can you be believed. We have lost all 

trust and all faith in both State and Federal Governments because their ideology excludes the 

welfare of the people. Big business is clearly running the show and our beautiful city and its people 

are collateral damage.  

 To base everything for Western Sydney around an airport is arrogant and delusional when the 

impacts of noise and rising heat have not been sufficiently addressed. Only lip service has been paid 

to the negative impacts and the contribution that this will make to the social disadvantage in the 

west. I see nothing in your Western City draft to advantage either Western Sydney or the Blue 

Mountains. Indeed, there is much to be alarmed about. 

 

Submitted by: 

Marilyn Riedy  

Blaxland  

NSW 
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