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Submission:  Greater Sydney Commission – Sydney East 
 

 

Lynda Newnam 

 

 

1. I have made submissions previously and attended workshops and 

participated in online forums. 

2. This is a very brief submission as I don’t have the time to do more. 

3. My main points follow: 

Material in the Draft Plan needs to be checked, eg. Botany Beach rather than the 

3rd shipping container terminal, is showing on the majority of maps that include 

Port Botany.  It doesn’t inspire confidence particularly given the importance of 

freight planning.  Also, the Botany/Mascot area is undergoing densification and 

will continue to do so and showing a public beach where it doesn’t exist might 

lead some to think the area has more open space than it does. 

Actions in the Draft Plan should be underpinned by hard evidence.  Publish all 

the material available on the website. 

Support Green Corridors/Habitat Corridors.  Need data at LGA level and Council 

buy-in to plan for corridors and buffers including budgeting for strategic 

purchases as opportunities arise.  

Vegetation projects associated with developments and public space restorations 

need to be directed by ecologists not landscape architects. Habitat needs to be 

planned by people who understand the importance of biodiversity and their local 

environments. 

Citizen Science projects as a model for community participation, eg. 

Streamwatch (managed by the Australian Museum) existing data could be used 

in planning and targeted monitoring of waterways could occur where high 

density development is projected.  Active participation builds community 

capacity. 

When calculating public open space per resident ratios should include equivalent 

full-time figure for visitors.  Some areas of Sydney have what might looks like 

healthy open space to resident ratios but when visitors factored in a totally 

different picture is revealed.  This is particularly important around the coastal 

areas that are key destinations for visitors from Central and Western Sydney as 

well as overseas tourists.  Also need to check what is classed as open space, eg. 

cemeteries, golf courses. 
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