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Submission content: Below is a submission I wrote for EcoTransit
Sydney in 2015 for UrbanGrowth NSW to aid the development of the
future tech hub and Inner Sydney generally, this is the final submission
I am preparing for the volunteer organisation, as I am leaving its
membership in late December. Comprehensive car-free connectivity
will be key to the future of Inner Sydney as a liveable metro area, but
also as an economic power house. The idea of additional connectivity,
like that provided by the ideas in this submission - is to allow for a more
spread level of urban development, and take the pressure off the need
for very high rise development in isolated pockets - for much of Inner
Sydney (for example) the Inner Sydney LR Orbital suggestion could
support a more Parisian style of residential development within walking
distance of most stations. The ideas depicted also seek to be
transformative, to get rid of gradients for active transit and provide
direct cross-regional services between the existing heavy rail services
which are radial in nature and congest the CBD's trains. It promotes
walkability and the sharing of amenity including green spaces,
schools,shopping precincts and centres, promotes tourism and makes
most things of interest accessible for all. Nathan English Outgoing



Committee Member EcoTransit Sydney. TEXT TAKEN FROM 2015
SUBMISSION: THIS SUBMISSION BY: EcoTransit Sydney
Incorporated Date: 10th July, 2015. Prepared by Nathan English,
Balmain Authorised by the Executive Committee of EcoTransit Sydney
Contact details for EcoTransit Sydney: 

 10th July 2015 ATT: The Bays Urban
Renewal Project Team (UrbanGrowth NSW) Dear Sir/Madam, Please
accept this submission from EcoTransit Sydney regarding the
discussion paper recently released entitled: “Transforming City Living:
The Bays Precinct” (the draft report). EcoTransit Sydney is a
community group that advocates for improved active and public
transport infrastructure and services. The group is a not-for-profit
organization, operated by volunteers who are dedicated to the
promotion of transport that supports a more sustainable economy and
environment. We believe the Bays Precinct presents an unprecedented
opportunity to transform the way people in Sydney commute across the
Inner West region. At present there are only two major transport
proposals slated for the Bays Precinct, which are supported by the
NSW Government. These are: The WestConnex Motorway Proposal
(Stage 3) The Western Harbour Tunnel proposal EcoTransit Sydney’s
strong conviction is that UrbanGrowth NSW owes it to the people of
NSW to ensure these two projects don’t gain approval to become part
of the future Bays Precinct redevelopment. Following the numerous
expert presentations given as part of last year’s much-hyped Bays
International Summit, it was clear none of the invited speakers were
advocating a six-lane motorway as a probable way to improve The
Bays land values or enhance our global city’s liveability given the
trends occurring world-wide for ever more compact urban
environments. It’s therefore fair to say the two proposals cited are
completely incompatible with world’s best practice for a truly people-
oriented urban transformation. There is therefore nothing to gain by
attempting to accommodate Roads and Maritime Services’ plans for
yet more six lane motorways (and portals) in such an opportune
waterfront precinct. The RMS plans will only cement greater car-



dependency for Sydney at a time where planners such as yourselves
should be actively weaning the population away from motoring and
onto public and active transport – especially as close to the city as The
Bays. EcoTransit Sydney therefore implores UrbanGrowth NSW to
actively engage with the NSW Government to abandon these
proposals as part of The Bays Transformation and fund more
sustainable transport solutions, which might provide far greater mode
options across one of Sydney’s most congested regions. In recent
years, every council in Sydney has been called on to develop an
Integrated Transport Plan (ITP) which can maximise sustainable
transport within their local areas. Both the City of Sydney and
Leichhardt Council have done this, but The Bays (in State hands)
means both Councils have not considered the broader potential the
Bays offer to overcome traffic congestion in both. The Bays should also
be expected to develop an integrated transport plan, as it is the middle
ground between two key electorates in Sydney’s east-west transit grid.
Given it is mostly flat and starts primarily as a ‘blank canvas’, we have
an opportunity to invest early in direct rail and pedestrian/cycling
connections. The now adopted ITPs of Leichhardt and the City of
Sydney serve as a rich source of data that might greatly enhance your
agency’s discussion with regards to sustainable transit around the
Bays. EcoTransit offers further proposals, many relying on existing
infrastructure, to help breach the gaps between these two LGA’s.
These can and provide transformative and highly efficient transit
connections to a future Bays Precinct. If UrbanGrowth were to consider
the ITPs of Leichhardt, the City of Sydney and proposals found on
EcoTransit Sydney’s website – it would be possible to devise a
comprehensive, non car-dependent future for The Bays, which would
ensure not only it’s efficient connectivity, but enhance its potential to
be a truly people-oriented part of Sydney. Many of the ongoing
objectives of EcoTransit Sydney to reduce private motorvehicle
dependency, align strongly with the strategic priorities contained within
Leichhardt’s draft ITP – and the City of Sydney’s. Our commitment to
accessible and efficient public transport, and our push for the



development of safer walking and cycling corridors to existing transit
nodes, compliments ITPs everywhere. Sydney is Australia’s only
‘global city’. Not only is it the essential engine room of the NSW State
economy, but arguably our national economy as well. Whether The
Bays is to play a role in further securing Sydney’s global economic
status – or to play a role in enhancing the city’s ongoing livability as
it’s population densifies even further – sustainable transport (like we
advocate) will play an essential role. For too long, Sydney’s transit
needs have been outsourced to the private citizen. The tragic
dismantling of our once comprehensive tram network was short-
sighted in the extreme. This is especially so when rival cities like Los
Angeles are now turning away from motorways to invest in light rail.
The Victorian Treasury recently costed a State Greens policy to
expand the Melbourne Tram network, leading into the 2014 election. It
confirmed that road-based trams should only cost the State of Victoria
(on average) between $15-20million per kilometer. The $5million
discrepancy was dependent on whether the km of track required
overhead wiring, substations and stop platforms. In NSW at present,
the CSELR light rail project (Circular Quay to Randwick) is costing our
taxpayers $2.2billion. Essentially this is an on-street tram line that is
13km long. It equates to roughly $170million per kilometer, which
unfortunately (given the line itself has merit) makes the CSELR light
rail line the most expensive tram line of its kind being developed today…
Why is that? UrbanGrowth NSW owes it to the people of NSW to
confront the NSW Treasury as to why our own on-street tram tracks
cost taxpayers eight times what our Victorian counterparts are
expected to pay. We see no credible reason why a place like The Bays
cannot develop with a light rail network implemented for similar costs
planned by the Victorians. This is highly important when compared to
the multi-billion dollar WestConnex motorway and the Western Harbour
Tunnel proposals. Both will run through The Bays, but mostly in an
attempt to bypass the region – and the new precinct. EcoTransit holds
a firm belief that Sydney’s citizens are worth the far lower cost of
implementing a comprehensive light rail and cycling network around



The Bays – before surrending far more of this precious public land to
what will ultimately become privately operated motorways . A
comprehensive light rail and cycling network should be initiated as
early on as possible, linking existing transit nodes of the region. This
new active and public transit network should include an eventually re-
furbished Glebe Island Bridge (which enjoys heritage listing), but the
bridge should not cater for motor vehicle crossings – in an attempt to
entice people out of their cars. As outlined in several government
documents, traffic congestion is set to cost Australia’s major cities
some $20billion per year in lost productivity, by 2020. This is
unsustainable – but more importantly undesirable – in a globally
competitive market. EcoTransit Sydney asks UrbanGrowth NSW to
consider and collaborate closely with Leichhardt Council (and other
relevant Sydney Councils) to advance several key, mutually reinforcing
infrastructure concepts which EcoTransit Sydney has proposed in
recent years. These proposals are: The White Bay Green-Link; http://w
ww.ecotransit.org.au/ets/files/WhiteBay-
GreenLink_Overview_ETS_Final.pdf The Parramatta Road Light Rail
Extension; http://www.ecotransit.org.au/ets/files/Ecotransit_Sydney_Pa
rramatta_Rd_Light_Rail_Brochure_2012 0821.pdf The Pippita Express
Centre including the Homebush Park and Ride Facility; http://ecotransit-
votes.info/?page_id=173 An Inner City Light Rail Orbital Network; (see
also Annexure “A”). http://ecotransit-votes.info/?page_id=77 The City
West Cycle Link; http://www.ecotransit.org.au/ets/citywest-cyclelink htt
p://www.ecotransit.org.au/ets/files/CityWest-
CycleLink_Overview_Rev-3.pdf These concepts combined, aim to
maximise access to and the appeal of active and public transport
options for Sydney’s workers, residents and tourists across the Inner
Sydney catchment. Combined, these proposals would become the new
spine for a far more efficient light rail network, which could provide a
world-class transport system and decrease our dependence on an
increasingly congested and over-capacity road system. The Bays
Precinct could become the central beneficiary to all of these. We
anticipate the added comfort of light rail to The Bays would increase



the appeal of using public transport, especially if co-ordinated local
planning properly facilitates both cycling and pedestrian activity to light
rail stops further afield. Dependent on competitive costings (like those
in Victoria) all these proposals could require less than $2billion to
achieve. This obviates the alleged need for NSW to spend some
$15billion on a futile WestConnex motorway project which will impact
on The Bays indefinitely, with no real benefit. In fact, the cost of tolls
and increasing fuel costs might act like their own deterrent for visitors
over the longer term. Such inefficiencies are already playing out with
the White Bay Cruise Terminal, which is completely serviced by motor
vehicles – and enjoys no public transport connections at all. The
potential $13billion saving could be re-allocated into more sustainable
transport projects, such as the Western Sydney Light Rail Network
proposed by Parramatta Council. Our concepts therefore provide for a
truly sustainable transport network across Sydney, with the adaptive re-
use of existing infrastructure where possible to further save on costs.
The expansion of walking, cycling and public transport access to the
Inner Sydney catchment is the key priority to maintain livability in an
evermore compact urban landscape. Urban renewal by its very nature
further densifies our cities. The Bays serves as an important
crossroads for traffic travelling to all areas across greater Sydney.
Thus, the adoption of transport modes (other than private cars) by the
ever increasing inner city population is essential to counter existing
further road congestion for Sydney’s greater population around The
Bays. Please follow the links in this submission for more details of
proposal referenced regularly by EcoTransit Sydney – and enjoy our
perspective on the EcoTransit YouTube channel. We thank you for the
opportunity to comment on Transforming City Living: The Bays
Precinct, and hope you will advocate in a united fashion for sustainable
transport as the dominant way of linking this precious precinct to the
rest of Sydney – and indeed the world. When it lies just two kilometers
from Sydney’s CBD – there seems little need to link it to the rest of
Sydney by motorway when the CBD itself is actively working to deter
such a connection. Sincere thanks, Nathan English Committee



member for EcoTransit Sydney, Resident of Balmain. ADDENDUM
(2017): We also greatly encourage the improvement of access to all
transit nodes, and the re-employment of the Glebe Island Bridge for
active transit. We very much applaud your decision to investigate a
future light rail connection for the Bays Precinct between Lilyfield and
Pyrmont, but we'd encourage you to consider the Balmain Light Rail
Plan as part of that - if not the White Bay Green-Link, as the Balmain
Peninsula is extremely car dependent and the rest of the Inner West
less so. The White Bay Power Station would do well to host a school
(amongst other things) to traffic calm the surrounding area and ensure
safe passage for pedestrians into the complex which is big enough to
host many roles at once. It is absolutely essential that Green Square
and the employment lands to the south become better connected by
light rail and if necessary, a West Metro (if that is the Government's
intention). We think such things would be well complimented by what
we propose here in the text above. It is worth watching our YouTube
series "WestConnex: Greiner's Folly" Parts 2 and 3 for explanations of
how ideas can work. Another video to watch is "Two More Tracks" -
about how to increase double deck capacity, which is also needed
even if the NSW Government is determined to implement single-deck
Metros. EcoTransit has now adopted a policy to promote tram-trains
like those used in overseas jurisdictions instead of Metros as they are
more versatile (can operate like Metro at high speeds, but also like
suburban trams on streets) and can still use the Metro tunnels for NW
Sydney, which were foolishly bored with a diameter 40cm too narrow
for double-deck rolling stock. WestConnex in EcoTransit's view is a
crime against community, and everything must be done to stop its
condensed pollution affecting the communities being forced to host its
future exhaust stacks. If it's uneconomical to filter these stacks -
perhaps it's the wrong infrastructure for Sydney. It's time the White Bay
Cruise Terminal became a shore-to-ship facility, as each cruise ship
which sits in port for a day produces the equivalent of 200,000 cars
worth of toxic pollutants. We implore the GSC commission to do more
to clean up the air around this facility, including trickle feed battery



storage on a mass scale, which can be employed rather than the
burning of bunker fuel for on-board electricity. More ferries would be
good, especially on weekend. Please adopt new standards for light rail
provision in Sydney - as the current ones are too heavy and wasting
taxpayer's money. There is absolutely no justification for why in
Sydney and Parramatta we are expected to pay $170million per km for
surface light rail, but in Melbourne the Victorian Treasury budgets for
$40million per km, which includes platforms, catenary, powering - the
lot. Ecotransit supports bicycle exchange systems but encourages
better regulation and more bike racks all over the city - as well as
designated pathways. We also note the measures London is going to
to phase out petrol power vehicles by 2040. What is Sydney's target?
Do you have a policy to strengthen Food Security given the Western
Sydney Basin is now to be developed? EcoTransit encourages a
dialogue with the Greater Sydney Commission to promote liveability
through improved connectivity which doesn't cost the Earth. Annexure
“A” Sydney Inner City Light Rail Orbital Network INSERT:
INNERSYDNEY_LR_ORBITAL.JPG NB: This Inner City Orbital map
(produced by EcoTransit in early 2014) demonstrates a system which
acts like the Yamonote Line in Tokyo. It connects our own concepts
with confirmed light plans (in development) to create a constant, high-
frequency light rail ‘wheel’ which spans across all inner Sydney’s
heavy rail ‘spokes’ stemming outward from the CBD to maximise
freedom of movement and add value to each district. The system
would work to alleviate rail and bus congestion within the CBD itself,
providing relief to CityRail via fast interchanges with light rail carriers
further out. This would connect more key areas of interest, like
Randwick and Sydney Airport, the InnerWest and Barangaroo, or
indeed just the existing heavy rail lines themselves – as all stations on
the Orbital line would be within half an hour of one another. If
combined with strategic park-and-ride stations, cycle lock-ups and bus
interchanges, the light rail network could play a major role in reducing
motor vehicle congestion across the InnerSydney region – it would also
do so at substantially lower cost to the currently proposed WestConnex



or other major proposals. This concept map was designed before the
launch of our Parramatta Road light rail plan, If we were to update this
concept, it would now also feature that plan, which would act as an
additional ‘spoke’ anchored on our CBD, (see link below): http://www.
ecotransit.org.au/ets/files/Ecotransit_Sydney_Parramatta_Rd_Light_R
ail_Brochure_20120821.pdf CLOSE UP SOLUTIONS OFFERED:
INSERT: WBGLMAP2017SHRUNK.jpg Figure 1.1 The White Bay
Green-Link (above) allows for uninterrupted light rail (green) and
cycling (blue) from Lilyfield (or Rozelle Bay) to Barangaroo via the
Balmain Peninsula. It would reduce Dulwich Hill light rail commutes to
Barangaroo by half an hour. MORE INFO: http://www.ecotransit.org.au
/ets/files/WhiteBay-GreenLink_Overview_ETS_Final.pdf The White
Bay Green-Link would give a new lease on life to some of old
Balmain’s disused infrastructure (like freight tracks and underground
reservoirs). It aims to create a new express light rail connection for the
historic village, connecting it with Barangaroo. This would allow
Barangaroo to serve as a new portal into the CBD, and Balmain to be
the gateway to the InnerWest – as well as a subtle new corridor for
commuters from the majority of the innerwest. It’s hoped this would
promote commerce and tourism within Balmain, which is Sydney’s
oldest suburb outside of the CBD. The new light rail service could also
service the CPT, rather than seeing hundreds of coaches transferring
passengers into the innercity hotels via the Anzac Bridge. The WBGL
would be a motorvehicle-free corridor, offering an incredibly time-
efficient, green, light rail and cycling connection for Western Sydney,
into the city. It strengthens new bonds from Lilyfield, through Balmain,
to Barangaroo. As it does this, it remains subtle within the Balmain
village, but provide the majority of InnerWest commuters with a
powerful new transport corridor into the city that provides light rail and
safe cycling right into the northern CBD – and half an hour faster than
the current forecast light rail service being completed to Dulwich Hill.
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ABOVE: Aerial diagram of how a new sports field on top of a two story structure could be 
used to soften the gradient for a light rail climbing uphill into Balmain’s Gladstone Park 
	  
ABOVE: An aerial view of a hypothetical viaduct built from Rozelle Bay LR stop, over the 
CityWest Link and Rozelle Goods Yards, carrying light rail down into White Bay through 
the Victoria Road underpass 
 

	  
 



 
 
ABOVE: The full White Bay Green-Link Concept, updated in 2017 – the NSW Greens have 
adopted it as policy between Lilyfield and Gladstone Park – but this shows the greatest 
potential as it makes light rail and cycling from the rest of the Inner West extremely 
efficient into the northern CBD. 
 
It makes a trip from Dulwich Hill to Barangaroo about half and hour faster, and if a 
potential Sydney Metro West is built, it will compliment that too by providing the entire 
Inner West catchment with connectivity to the White Bay underground station.  
 
I developed this plan as a member of EcoTransit Sydney, it has popular local support in Balmain 
– having been around as a concept since 2011 – I would urge you to investigate it as part of the 
Bays Precinct light rail investigations.   
 
Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to comment.  
 
Do not hesitate to contact me if you need more information:  
 
 
 
Nathan English 
 
Urban Planner,  
Resident of Balmain 
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