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Submission by: 

Theresa and Patrick McHale 

 

HORSLEY PARK  NSW  2175 

     December 15, 2017 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Our names are Patrick and Theresa McHale and we live at 38-40 Greenway Place, Horsley Park, with 
our 4 young children.   
 
We understand that the draft Western City District Plan identifies Horsley Park as an urban 
investigation area (in Priority W17 and various maps).  We wish to lodge a submission to object to 
this. 
 
We have loved living in this rural location and fought hard over the past years to protect and retain our 
beautiful living environment.  Despite the industrial changes that are going on around us, we are still 
happy for Horsley Park to continue to exist as a rural area.  We think it’s perfect as it is.  We have a 
lovely lifestyle, we want the space around us and we enjoy our peaceful and friendly community. We 
are not supportive of changing this to include more dense housing, and the congestion and social 
problems that will come with it.  
 
There are a number of reasons why we think that Horsley Park is not suitable as a future urban area, 
including the following: 
 

• There are too many landowners due to the size of existing land holdings (1 hectare each). 
 

• From a financial perspective, the economics don’t really make sense.  Values of properties in 
the area have already significantly increased in the last few years, due to the unique nature of 
this rural area. The values would only continue to increase if the area remains unchanged, due 
to the rarity of this type of property. Current market values for properties in Horsley Park are 
almost as expensive as development land in other areas. Many residents have built new homes 
and would likely hold on to them for quite some time before it becomes viable to sell to a 
developer.  
 

• The importance of retaining a greenbelt and agricultural production close to water sources 
should also not be underestimated.  With increasing populations and the ongoing sale of large 
outback farms to Chinese owners, we think that it’s increasingly important to have space 
available for some local farming. Perhaps the Councils and other government agencies could 
instead investigate opportunities for more intense and productive local farming to add to the 
increasing need for food sources. 
 

• We made a lifestyle choice to live in a semi-rural area, as did the many other residents of 
Horsley Park, Mount Vernon and Cecil Park. There is still strong demand for people to live in 
these areas and these living style options should not be taken away from Sydneysiders.  Not 
everybody wants to live in a townhouse, apartment or small suburban block.   



• These decisions are going to affect many people.  We suggest that the Greater Sydney 
Commission and representatives working on these plans should come out to Horsley Park and 
actually have a look around. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback. 
 
 
We confirm that we have not made any political donations at any time. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Theresa and Patrick McHale 
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