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Community Consultation findings 
The aim of this study is to examine the Overpass options presented to the Riverstone 

Community. 

The report shall then examine the feasibility of the options on a case by case basis, to seek 

which option would represent the best option for the Riverstone Community. 

Part 1. Executive Summary 

A new four lane Overpass built on the existing alignment of Garfield rd would require a 

widening of Garfield rd outside the current Road reserve. 

 

However a new 2 lane local overpass in conjunction with either the Loftus St or Victoria rd 

options would allow for widening of Garfield rd within the existing road reserve. 

 

If this option were to be selected currently no loss of business premises in Riverstone, But 

future impacts would occur with the widening of Garfield rd which has provision for this 

corridor to become a six lane road. 

 

However significant impacts to business in Garfield rd and Loftus St would occur should this 

option be selected. 

Impacts would come from lack of access to sites along the proposed Garfield rd corridor, 

Poor heavy vehicular access granted to business premises located on Loftus St. 

Removal of business premises along one side of Loftus St to cater for the overpass. 

 

2.1 Study area 

 

The Riverstone town centre is located along Garfield rd in close proximity to the railway station. 

 

Thus this area will be impacted by a four lane overpass as passing traffic will not be able to park 

in Garfield rd at all with a four lane overpass built... half of the business located in Garfield rd 

will lose their shop fronts. 

 

Riverstone has a large Industrial area to the North of the town centre which is focussed on the 

area around Loftus St. The area of Loftus St is zoned heavy industrial.  

Previously Loftus St being was identified as an overpass option. 

This area now would be unsuitable for an overpass option due to the amount of business 



premises located in the street, plus the 24 hour industrial zoning. 

 

It is Crucial to service the Industrial area directly with heavy vehicles transporting raw 

materials and finished goods to and from the Industrial precinct. 

 

 

 

                                  Heavy vehicle Routes in Riverstone 

B Double routes are highlighted in Green.  Loftus St is capable of taking B Double vehicles 

directly. But due to the proximity of the driveways to any proposed future road would render 

this unsuitable for B Double Access. 

 

Traffic lane dividing devices if placed along the route would prevent B Doubles from accessing 

Industrial premises on Loftus St. 

 

B Double vehicles using a Garfield rd overpass would be forced to travel all the past the 

following : 

During this journey the following public areas shall be impacted: 

 

A  multipurpose sporting oval 

Two local church complexes, and a sporting facility located at the corner of Garfield rd and 

Hamilton St. 



A swimming centre 

Riverstone Lions Park 

Two schools on in Garfield rd.  

Two doctors surgeries A third surgery is currently being built on Garfield rd. 

 

A pedestrian crossing used by residents of the Northern side of Riverstone to access the schools 

on the Southern side of Riverstone. 

 

A child care facility located within 100 metres of Garfield rd. 

 

Once past these Community assets, B Doubles would be forced to travel along Windsor Rd and 

then turn down Bandon Rd and loop back into Riverstone to access the Industrial area. 

 

Lighter trucks that are not B Doubles would have to travel up Garfield rd and turn at Hamilton 

St intersection using Hamilton St to access the Industrial area. 

 

2.2 Project Objectives 

Provide appropriate access to the Riverstone Town Centre 

 

The proposed Garfield rd overpass will not provide any greater access to the town centre. 

 

Vehicles will be forced off Garfield rd due to the lack of parking. Intersections shall become 

clogged with the increased vehicle movements of traffic attempting to access the Riverstone 

shopping precinct from local side roads.  

Pitt and George St are the closest intersections to the shopping precinct that can be accessed 

by Garfield rd. 

 



 

    Castlereagh St option does not provide any direct access to the Riverstone CBD 

 

 

 Garfield rd four lane overpass does not provide any direct access to the Riverstone cbd 



 

2.3 Project Need 

Riverstone has been identified to have some 9,000 homes and another 27,000 residents in the 

next 25 to 30 years as part of the NWGC. 

 

Planning has started for Riverstone West Industrial precinct for employment and industrial 

land. 

38,000 vehicles a day are scheduled to use Garfield rd by 2036 

 

Previously in this study has suggested that Riverstone West precinct shall not be going ahead, 

This contradicts the point raised in 2.1 study area suggesting that most of the land to be 

developed is in a flood plain. 

38,000 vehicles using the area, Why not separate passing traffic from local traffic. 

 

Most of these vehicles shall either be using Riverstone as a bypass or shall be seeking to access 

the Industrial area.) 

 

 

 

Page 6 In February 2007 $120 million funding boost announced to accelerate work on the grade 

separate Riverstone overpass. 

Where has the $120 million gone that has been allocated to this project?  

Surely that would cover the cost of the Victoria St bypass option currently on the table? 

As mentioned previously with the increased development of Loftus St after Loftus St was the 

preferred option in 1989. This option now is no longer viable. 

 

The Loftus St is no longer a viable option due to the heavy industrial zoning of business 

premises in the area.  

With the Garfield rd option also no longer viable. $120 million allocated to a Victoria St option 

would be a prudent investment for the future working with key stake holders in the area, 

including the new owners of the Riverstone West site along with the wider Community to 

achieve a response that benefits the whole Community. 

Page 9 Sketches, Sections and Photomontages of the Loftus St option by Jackson Teece. 

The sketches for Loftus St could be transferred to the Victoria St option which could be similar 



in design set up to the former Loftus St overpass option. 

 

                   Overpass option for Loftus St as obtained in the Gippa report. 

This intersection could be adapted for the Victoria St option in the interim, once traffic has built 

up either a fly over intersection could be built with the traffic lights being preserved for traffic 

wanting to enter and exit Windsor rd from the entry and exit ramps. 

 

Or merging lanes could be built and the traffic lights removed altogether to promote efficient 

traffic flow. 

Construction could be staged for this phase of the project to allow for cheaper construction to 

ensure that the project is constructed within the budget. 

Bolt on additions to the project could be then added as required in future budgets for projects 

as peak traffic flow volumes demand. 



 

                                           Option 8 Loftus St location plan 

 

Page 10 A two lane bridge in Garfield rd over the Richmond railway line with a four lane bypass 

in Loftus St shall be reach capacity by 2018. 

 

Does this mean with 38,000 projected vehicles by 2036 a four lane overpass built in Garfield rd 

shall reach capacity at the same time a dual overpass system shall reach capacity.  

How come two different figures are being projected for traffic movements and also the 

reaching of capacity? 

 

With a proposed Loftus St and Garfield rd option, this would add further costs to the project 

once further road widening occurs through more compulsory land acquisitions. Disruptions to 

traffic flow in any proposed expansion or road widening. 

 

A more viable option is to secure a large clearly way in the vacant land adjacent to Victoria St 

that would allow for future expansion and development of the road corridor in this area. 

 



Land could be acquired for the future and future proofing occur to allow for future expansion 

as needed. 

Page 12 Government has mentioned that $120 million has been ear marked for overpass work. 

(Is this funding still available?) 

4.1 Drivers – Growth in Sydney’s Norwest 

The combined influence of an additional 15,000 dwellings and 12,000 jobs at Riverstone and 

Riverstone West and the Neighbouring Alex Avenue precinct will contribute to development of 

the retail & commercial sectors within the Riverstone town centre. 

 

How will the development of the Riverstone CBD occur if the proposed Garfield rd overpass 

goes ahead and business premises located on the Southern side are removed for the 

overpass? This shall destroy business not foster growth and expansion. 

 



 

            Riverstone West proposals view from South Western Side 

It is Interesting to note that the proposed Riverstone West Development has had several 

schematics suggesting a road, to be built to the rear of this proposed development. 

 

Direct links could be provided to Victoria St that would allow the current Industrial area with 

the new proposed Riverstone West Industrial Development.  

This would allow for a greater expanded Industrial Precinct in Riverstone, whilst allowing heavy 

vehicles direct access to the Industrial precincts on both side of the railway line. 

 

By having a direct access heavy vehicles would not be required to travel through the town being 

subjected to increased traffic issues of residential vehicular traffic plus also increased 

pedestrian hazards as the population of Riverstone grows. 

 

A direct link road would provide a more efficient flow of raw materials into the Industrial 

sector, and also more efficient flow of finished goods to their destinations. This would make the 

Riverstone Industrial sector more competitive and viable enterprise for all. 

 

However having multiple roads filter into Garfield rd would create further traffic issues. 

These roads being the proposed Bandon Rd option Plus a Victoria St option.  

Having two extra roads filter into a road that already experiences heavy traffic movements will 



further compound the problem and will not result in efficient traffic movements not only 

through Riverstone but also the Marsden Park corridor and also the Traffic lights at the junction 

of Richmond rd and Garfield rd. 

 



 

                                Riverstone West Precinct Aerial view of Map 

 

 

4.2 Interdependencies 

A pedestrian overbridge is needed to provide grade separated access to both station platforms 

across the Richmond railway line. 

 

Although a Riverstone railway overpass would provide a pedestrian walkway along its 

alignment an additional pedestrian bridge would need to be built to allow convenient access 

from both sides of the railway station near the location of the current level crossing. 

 

(This to me appears to be duplication of pedestrian access ... Quakers Hill overpass has 

pedestrian facilities but the railway station is located further away from the overpass.) 

The Riverstone station overbridge if built in the right location could service both platforms 

whilst also providing pedestrian traffic to the Eastern and Western side of Riverstone. 

 

An example of how such a set could be achieved is highlighted in the picture of the Seven Hills 

railway station below. 



 

 

Seven Hills railway station with elevator access to railway pedestrian overpass 

 

 

The station facilities also would cater for disabled access to enable them to cross the footbridge 

safely. No such facility would exist on a road overpass which means someone with a disability 

would have to use a long ramp to access the overpass. 

 

Most of the Pedestrian traffic would be situated at ground level to use what remaining business 

premises are left in Garfield rd.  

 

Pedestrians would be less like to use an elevated walkway that would not allow Pedestrian 

access to ground level until much further down Garfield rd. 



 

 

Elevated walkway that could be similar to what would be built on the Garfield rd overpass. Such 

a structure would make it harder for disabled Community members to access East and West 

side of Riverstone. 

 

The Riverstone West Development would increase the number of pedestrian traffic greatly 

using any pedestrian footbridge. 

 

With a proposed Garfield rd option, this would subject pedestrians to increased collisions with 

vehicles particularly B Doubles using this option. 

Such an option would be unviable due to the extra costs associated with providing the 

appropriate pedestrian barriers to ensure pedestrian safety. Furthermore a greater 

Inconvenience would occur to Commuters walking up Garfield rd partially to access the 

overpass pedestrian access. 



 

 

Quakers Hill pedestrian access with no disabled access to the overpass at all. 

Such a structure would be inaccessible for disabled or elderly Community members to access 

East and West sides of Riverstone. 

                                                   Widening of Garfield rd 

The design of the Riverstone railway overpass will impact on the widening design of Garfield rd 

due to the different options resulting in different capacity requirements for Garfield rd. 

 

Roads and Maritime has a Garfield widening reservation of 32 metres which was set in 1970 to 

provide for future widening of Garfield rd. 

 

A 32 metre wide corridor will have a massive impact on business in Garfield rd.  

The CBD landscape of Garfield rd shall be drastically changed with existing business either 

removed from the area or will not have direct pedestrian and vehicular access to the shop 

fronts. 



 

The proposed Marketown redevelopment which would have potentially incorporated the 

Garfield rd shopping precinct shall also be drastically altered. 

5.                                                  Options considered 

Options 1 to 14 were produced and assessed by Government agencies until October 2012. 

 

Options 15, 16 & 17 by identified and analysed by request of the Stakeholders post October 

2012 

 

With options 15,16 & 17 How can the Community be sure that adequate opportunity and 

time was given to study all of these options comprehensively. 

Option 15 Victoria St bypass... Garfield rd two lanes. 

 

As claimed by the Government and the RMS this option will have similar impacts to Option 5 

being : 

 

• Impact on existing business in Riverstone due to passing trade. 

 

The proposed Garfield rd Overpass shall have exactly the same impact of reducing 

passing trade. Vehicles shall be forced to use one of the intersections further up 

Garfield rd to then double back to the town centre. 

 

• Major impacts to remnant Cumberland Plain woodland. 

A four lane road will have minimal impacts to the Cumberland Wood plain remnants. 

Allot of this land is cited for development of either housing or sporting fields 

• Impact on land zoned for conservation. 

Minimal impact on this land zoned for conservation, what about the housing and also 

Industrial development that shall be occurring in this area? 

Previous conservation areas have been subjected to major infrastructure projects such 

as the Windsor rd upgrade which required the relocation of items of indigenous 

significance. 



Trees were also removed to allow for the Windsor rd widening project to commence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Increased flood impacts due to construction in the flood plain. 

             

 

Flooding shall occur in Riverstone if a large enough flood occurs. However the whole 

Hawkesbury basin fills up when the water cannot be released fast enough. 

 

The flooding that occurs at Riverstone is a result of this water backing up. The runoff from 



Riverstone quickly passes downstream, any flooding in Riverstone through run off shall be 

minor. 

An overpass that shall be constructed on Garfield rd shall have the same constraints in 

regards to flooding issues that occur in the Hawkesbury valley basin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Acquisition of Industrial properties along Victoria St and Commercial properties along 

Garfield rd. 

Victoria St contains vacant bushland on one side. This land can be purchased for the overpass 

route and the current Victoria St be used as a spine road to access current Industries located 

on Victoria St.  

This shall allow for viable business to remain in Riverstone with minimal disruption and a 

more direct access to transport routes. 

 

 



      The above image highlights the vacant land on one side of Victoria St that could be used for 

an overpass. 

• Likely disturbance of Aboriginal heritage sites on the Eastern Creek flood plain and 

known Aboriginal deposits near Windsor rd. 

Where are these Aboriginal remains located? Also due to the fact that cattle are still being 

run on the current paddocks which could potentially disturb these sites.  

During the Windsor rd upgrade were remains found? Also where are the remains located at 

the Windsor rd end? These heritage sites could be relocated if required. State significant 

infrastructure by laws will circumvent this. 

• Significant amount of work and cost. 

 In 2007 $120 million has been allocated to the funding of a grade separated overpass. 

 So has this money been spent on other projects, or is this money still allocated to the project 

and earning interest in an account? 

 

 

• Additional cost of two grade separated crossings. 

In 2007 the State Government allocated $120 million has been allocated to the Riverstone 

grade separated Riverstone overpass. 

Most of the above points can be applied to option 5 the Loftus St Overpass and Garfield rd 

two lane overpass. 

However a new section of road will be funded by a private operator that would provide 

access to the proposed Norwest Growth Sector on the Western side of the Richmond railway 

line. 

Also heavy vehicle access shall be directly accessing the Industrial area rather than using the 

current route of heavy vehicles passing through Riverstone using Garfield rd to the Industrial 

area. 

 

 



5.8                                Option 8 Garfield rd Overpass 4 lanes 

Option 8 is a four lane overbridge over the railway line next to the existing level crossing at 

Garfield rd. 

 

The bridge would span West Parade the railway line and Railway Terrace. 

 

The alignment would connect Garfield rd near the intersection with Oxford St. 

To the west the alignment would connect Garfield rd about 100 metres to the West of Carlton 

St. 

 

                                                                 Negative Impacts 

• Requires acquisition of mainly commercial properties along the Southern side of 

Garfield road. 

This would change the landscape of the Riverstone CBD drastically by removing all the shops 

on the Southern side of Garfield rd. 

 

• Visual amenity of the existing Riverstone Town centre would be impacted. 

The visual impact of Riverstone would be altered by having a large elevated overpass passing 

directly through the centre of town, also with the removal of several commercial buildings on 

the Southern side of Garfield rd. 

• Castlereagh St residents would be exposed to new road and Noise. 

By having an elevated overpass this shall have impacts on extra noise generated by heavy 

vehicles using Riverstone as a bypass. 

• May impact on the existing business in town by reducing passing trade. 

 

Passing trade shall be reduced by having an elevated overpass through Riverstone. 

This overpass shall be having a mixture of residential and heavy vehicles through the town 

centre twenty four hours a day. 



 

 

Truck accident in an Overpass in Melbourne 2013 

 



 

View from below the overpass in Melbourne of truck accident in 2013 

As the images suggest having heavy vehicles pass through a town that also has allot of 

residential traffic is a recipe for disaster.  These images highlight the hazards associated with 

such mixed traffic. 

A truck could easily be sent over the side of the overpass resulting in the closure not only of the 

overpass above, but also the service roads and business premises below. 

 

Clearly barriers would have to be built allot higher and made of stronger material than the 

current noise barriers are constructed of.  

This would incur extra construction costs for the proposed Garfield rd overpass option. 

 

By having numerous intersections that shall be controlled by traffic lights this shall be 

detrimental to the efficient flow of heavy vehicles through the town and also residential 

traffic wishing to access the Riverstone CBD from Garfield rd. 



 

The above option of the overpass for Garfield rd could have traffic lights placed in Pitt St and 

also George St highlighted by the red dots on the map. This would be additional to the set of 

traffic lights that are located at the Piccadilly St and Garfield rd intersection. 

 

This would become increasingly necessary as Garfield rd approaches the 38,000 vehicle 

movements per day as forecast by the RMS. 

 

 



 

The alternative is a small access road that is Pitt St that would pass over the overpass and join 

the spine road where the current business premises are located on the South side of Garfield 

rd. 

 

While this would remove one set of traffic lights along Garfield rd access to the CBD of 

Riverstone would have to be gained through George St Riverstone. 

 

Option 13                               Garfield rd two lanes 

Option 13 is a two lane bridge over the railway at the existing level crossing at Garfield rd. 

This bridge would need to be widened to four lanes in the future to meet the increased traffic 

demand. 

This confirms that Garfield rd shall be a four lane road in the future even if a two lane 

overpass was built down Garfield rd in conjunction of a Loftus St or Victoria rd overpass. 

 



 

The above option would be require Garfield rd to be widened as this road been slated to 

become a major thoroughfare between Richmond rd and Windsor rd in the future. 

The fact that this overpass would be started off as a two lane overpass and then have an extra 

two lanes added in the future as required, would also add to extra costs due to extra business 



premises being acquired, along with the construction costs of building an extra two lanes onto 

the existing structure. 

 

Option 14                            Removal of the level crossing only 

This option is not considered viable due to the increasing importance of the connections 

between East and West Riverstone. 

 

Alternative crossing of Bandon Rd and Westminster St along with the Schofields Rd underpass 

shall not be able to cope with traffic movements. 

 

This suggests that the RMS is looking at overpass options as part of the future growth 

strategy of the Norwest Growth Sector. 



 

                               Loftus St including Bandon rd road options. 

Interesting to note that Loftus St and also the Victoria rd option, these options would have the 

least noise emissions and vibrational impacts onto the Community.  

In respect to any claims of potential disturbance to Aboriginal by the RMS and the Government 

in dismissing these options as being viable alternatives 

Also a Victoria St option does provide a better outcome for future regional heavy vehicle traffic 

movements without the disruption to business premises operating in Loftus St.  

However research indicates that a sole Garfield rd option or a Loftus St and Garfield rd option 

shall have greater noise and vibrational impacts as identified by the RMS study documents.   



The Greater vibrational & noise impacts shall be largely experienced at the Garfield rd site 

Vibrational and noise impacts still would occur at the Loftus St site. 

However the greatest impacts to this site would be the traffic issues associated with the 

operation of a bypass in close proximity to heavy industry which already would experience a 

signifcant amount of daily truck movements. 

 These study documents relating to noise issues can be found by following the following URl 

link. 

 

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects/projects/sydney_region/western_sydney/riverstone

_overpass/documents/131129_riverstone_community_consultation_report.pdf 

 

The document mentions a two lane overpass for Garfield rd. Interesting that Option 8 a 4 lane 

overpass will bring significant noise impacts into the Community.  

 

This option has also been mentioned in the Study conducted in May 2012 both of these studies 

have highlighted significant increases in noise levels for the immediate areas surrounding the 

proposed overpass site.

 

http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects/projects/sydney_region/western_sydney/riverstone_overpass/documents/131129_riverstone_community_consultation_report.pdf
http://www.rms.nsw.gov.au/roadprojects/projects/sydney_region/western_sydney/riverstone_overpass/documents/131129_riverstone_community_consultation_report.pdf


Option 13 shall also have significant noise impacts into the Community in the building of a two 

lane overpass.  

 



 

Noise impacts on the Community of Riverstone and surrounding areas 

Source Marsden Park traffic report 7th of May 2009 

 
However if other arterial links such as a direct link road following Victoria Sd would allow point 



to point travel between Richmond rd and Windsor rd, with the added bonus of allowing heavy 

vehicular access to the current Industrial area, Plus the proposed Riverstone West Industrial 

development. 

 

 
            Victoria St Highlighting Intersection with Windsor Rd and Riverstone Parade 

The Victoria St overpass option would allow for minimal disruption to the wider Community in 

terms of noise impacts from heavy vehicles using local roads to access the Industrial area. 

This option would also present minimal disruption to the existing business premises within the 

Industrial precinct as Victoria St has bushland on one side of the exisiting road. 

 



 
       Victoria St heading North Note the bushland on the left hand side of the image 

The Victoria St option could allow for the current road to remain as a service road for vehicles 

entering and exiting an overpass if it was chosen at this location. 

The bushland to the left of the image could allow for the construction of the bypass of the 

Riverstone Precinct for vehicles not seeking to access the Industrial area. 

 

                                        Victoria St intersection with Windsor road 

Victoria St also has a good clear intersection that could be easily converted to allow for an 

intersection to be built to access Windsor rd, allow a much more efficient traffic flow by the 

mininmisation of traffic lights along the road length. 



This could allow for a more efficient traffic flow of all types of vehicles particularly heavy 

vehicles which are particularly sensitive to stop start operations that prevent efficient operation 

of these vehicles. 

 

Intersection linking proposed Victoria St overpass with Hamilton St 

 
Hamilton Street flyover 

 

Having a Victoria St bypass cut under the current Hamilton St would allow for efficient traffic 

flow of through vehicles heading to the Windsor rd or Richmond rd. 

 

This would allow for adequate traffic flow operations to continue, with minimal disruptions. By 

having built in exit and entrance lanes this would enhance traffic flow further. 

Bandon rd is planned to become an underpass in the future, thus allowing another vehicular 

access point. With the proposed development at Marsden Park on both sides of Richmond rd 

heading towards Windsor downs this could become a major rd linking vital employment areas 

with these new housing developments. 



These nearby developments would allow Riverstone to become a future hub with increased 

links for workers requiring a transport interchange to reach places of employment via public 

transport. 

 

 Not to mention Riverstone to become an important hub for retail financial and Industrial 

operations especially as Riverstone is located just ten to fifteen minutes drive from the 

proposed economic corridor that will end at Rouse Hill. 

 

Coupled with the announcement of a proposed airport at Badgerys Creek, as land is consumed 

around the airport for Industrial, commercial and hotel accommodation land further afield will 

be required for development. 

 

Riverstone is in the unique position that it is located close to transport links including rail links.  

All these networks can be upgraded that would create a positive influence on the Community, 

and how the greater Riverstone area is viewed from a business perspective. 

All that is needed is proper infrastructure to be developed by consultation with all stake holders 

in the Community to ensure that Riverstone is viewed as a destination and not a bypass. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this document. 

By Paul Hutchinson 

27.2.2014 



Greater Sydney Commission 

Feedback 

The aim of this report document is to provide feedback to the Greater Sydney 

Commission. 

This report will also identify & address key areas of the Western Sydney transport 

network that require improvement to deliver improved services for both freight 

and passenger movements on Sydney’s road & rail network. 

The areas of study to be examined will cover the following areas: 

Transportation options  

For the purposed of this report transport can be broken down into the following 

subgroups 

Road transport links 

Public Transport 

Freight Transport 

Personal transport 

Improving motorways 

Rail transport 

Commuter transport 

Freight transport 

Intermodal terminals 

Badgeries Creek airport 

 

 

 



 

                                                            

 

 

Improving the Road Transport network 

 

 

                                              

Public transport utilising the road network 

With Sydney’s ever increasing urban development, particularly in the North 

western & south western corridors road transport infrastructure needs to be 

developed to cater for this growth. 

Currently the amount of housing being developed is outstripping the road 

networks in these high growth areas on the urban fringes. 

This is placing high volumes of residential traffic among construction traffic 

servicing these high growth areas. 

But the arterial road networks feeding increasing traffic volumes into these high 

growth areas cannot cope with the increased amounts of traffic. 

Prudent road planning needs to be undertaken before these areas are released 

for development. 

Public transport links need to be improved in the form of building bus only t ways 

where appropriate. These lanes should be in place adjacent to major arterial 

roads where possible. 

However if room is not available next to the arterial network, an elevated T Way 

link above an arterial  road would be a viable option to save on space & also link 

with other modes of transport such as light rail networks. 

Buses would be separated from the traffic below on their own network thus 



immune from issues such as accidents or break downs which normally cause 

delays to commuters. 

 

 
    Elevated Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system at Bandar Sunway, Subang Malaysia 

 

 



    
                                     T way interchange at Rouse Hill town centre 

 

                                          Road freight transport options          

 

Having a dedicated freight corridors to achieve this is an investment for the future 

By separating where possible heavy vehicles heading to Industrial sectors ensure 

the continued viability of not only operations in Industrial sectors,  but also 

including those operators of business premises that are further afield that would 

benefit from such routes being established. 

 

The road freight corridors should avoid passing through town centres, shopping & 

commercial with a strong focus on avoiding educational precincts 

altogether.Having such large vehicles as B Doubles passing through these areas 

not only causes frustration for the general public, the operators of such vehicles 

would also rather avoid travelling through such precincts. 



 

 

 

B Double truck heading down Garfield Rd 

Develop a Plan for upgrading and expanding arterial roads into new development 

areas. 

Provide local service roads for construction traffic to separate this traffic from 

residential & commercial traffic. 

Develop an outer Sydney orbital road network for trucks bypassing Sydney to 

other regional destinations. 

Having an outer Sydney orbital road network will allow for heavy vehicles to 

bypass the Sydney metropolitan area relieving congestion on critical arterial 

networks. 

 



                                     Improving  Sydney’s motorway networks 

 

Delivering improvements to Sydney’s motorway network will allow for drastic 

improvements in traffic flow around the Sydney road network. 

These improvements include the current projects of the M5 widening project 

along with the West Connex and also M2 motorway project. 

Completing the missing link of having a motorway built under Pennant Hills rd will 

also drastically benefit & enhance the productivity of the greater Sydney region. 

 

New projects such as the planned Western Sydney orbital will also be of benefit 

to the transport network with Intermodal terminals relocating to the Western & 

South Western suburbs of Sydney. 

By having a road network with internodal terminals on the urban fringes will allow 

for increased productity of the Greater Sydney region. 



 
    Proposed Western Sydney Orbital corridor 

A western Sydney orbital will also allow for private & commercial passenger 

traffic to bypass Sydney on journeys to regional areas. 

This traffic would also be able to access Sydney’s Badgeries Creek airport precinct 

rapidly from the orbital network. 

 

 

 



 

Private Transport 

Despite all the improvements in Public transport people are still relying on their 

motor vehicles to transport themselves and their families to recreational activities 

on the weekend. 

During the working week people are commuting to work or commuter carparks to 

catch public transport to work. 

With the increasing use of motor vehicles on the roads not only do arterial 

networks need improving, but also local roads need to be improved as well as 

feeder or ring roads to the arterial networks. 

                   

 
Transport trends vs vehicle ownership in New South Wales 

Source: Transport for NSW Bureau of Statistics and Analytics 

 

 



The table above can highlights that kilometres travelled on public transport has 

increased, but vehicle ownership has also increased & has kept pace with the 

kilometres travelled on public transport. 

The reason for this is as more housing is built away from transport links people 

need to use the car to link to public transport hubs. 

Another issue is that work places are further away from where people are now 

residing. 

 

                                                                   Public Transport 

With the growth and development of Metropolitan Sydney, with the exception of 

a few Business precincts built in North Western and South Western Sydney, 

people still have to commute to the traditional business hubs of North Sydney, 

Parramatta and the CBD to work in these business precincts. 

 

The development of public transport infrastructure has not kept pace with the 

housing boom that is currently occurring in North Western & South Western 

Sydney. 

The nearest rail links to the suburbs of Rouse Hill & Kellyville are listed below: 

 

Blacktown railway station 

Maryong railway station 

Quakers Hill railway station 

Schofields railway station 

Riverstone railway station 

Seven Hills 

All of these railway stations have limited car parking and limited bus interchanges 

with outlying suburbs. 

Blacktown railway station & Seven Hills railway station are the exception as both 

have large bus & rail interchange with routes connecting too many suburbs. 

 



 

                                                                                               

      
                  Transport modes to train stations 2011 Government  transport study 

 

The above image highlights the transport options that people use to reach the 

various railway stations in the Sydney trains network. 

As can be viewed on the image displayed people in the inner city & Northern & 

Southern inner suburbs of Sydney either walk or catch a bus to reach the city. 

The further out from the City you head people tend to use cars either kiss and 

drop or park at the stations before commencing their rail journey. 

This is where the light rail network could be integrated to connect to the heavy 

rail network, as well as improving the rail options for commuters that live away 

from the heavy rail network, and allowing people that live in these areas the 

option of using public transport rather than using their car to commute to a train 

station and then catch public transport. 



Having a light rail network that links the heavy rail network in varioous locations 

across the network will ease the burden of the network by allowing for a much 

more even passenger distribution across the network. 

In relation to the North shore network a light rail network could be built servicing 

this area, or the two extra under ground stations could be utilised as per the 

Bradfied plan for bringing rail to the North shore. 

 

The image  on the following page  below highlights by having an interconnected 

light rail network linking to the heavy rail network and also the Sydney metro 

network will allow people to cross Sydney & reach destinations that are currently 

not serviced by any rail networks. 

Having an integrated transport network in Western Sydney will allow for people 

to travel on public transport and be able to leave their cars at home. 

 

                                          
                                                       The Bradfield Plan for North Sydney 

 

 



The Bradfield railway scheme to connect areas of the North shore & Eastern 

suburbs to the rest of the Sydney metropolitan network should be prioritised. 

Such a move would limit the amount of cars that come into the city from the 

North Shore, who currently have no other option other than to catch the bus or 

commute to railway stations located on the North Shore line. 

 

A direct link either using a Metro style service or a heavy rail link would add to 

significant reductions to the traffic flow coming into the city. 

Currently two platforms and stub tunnels are unused in the City rail network. 

These tunnels & platforms could be bought back into operation to allow for the 

railway line to be built to the North Shore. 

 

 
      Stub tunnels for the Northern Beaches line leading out of the north of North Sydney station 

                                                         Source Democracy for Australia website 



 

 
                                                    Light rail options for Sydney 

                Source https://transportsydney.wordpress.com/tag/parramatta-light-rail/ 

 

The image above highlights how heavy rail & light rail can complement each other 

by providing expanded transport options to the some of the fastest growing retail 

commercial & residential areas in Sydney. 

 

The proposed passenger network should also take into consideration of linking 

key employment and recreational areas existing employment and educational 

hubs, as well as those facilities that are proposed for future development. 

 

 



Building an integrated  rail transport & bus interchange along with additional 

commuter parking would allow for those people living in communities that are 

serviced by buses, or people that choose to drive to the station to use the 

commuter parking facility. 

NRMA spokesman Peter Khoury said Sydney was a tale of two cities 

NRMA spokesman Peter Khoury highlighted "With people living in the inner 

suburbs of Sydney you will find car ownership per household is less because they 

have better public transport options," he said. ." (Source Sydney Morning Herald 

14.08.2016) 

Commuters living in inner city regions will require more efficient bus & rail 

interchanges to allow for greater use of public transport. 

Bicycle lockers may even be required to allow people to secure their bikes. 

 
                               Bus & rail interchange with adequate commuter carp parking 

With extra commuter parking these people would be able to utilise public 

transport with greater ease to be able to commute to work and also recreational 

activities in the city. 

The current parking situation for railway stations West of Blacktown is inadequate 

at both Riverstone and Schofield’s railway stations which are becoming major 

commuter hubs due to the high growth of residential housing in North Western 

Sydney. 



Clearly a plan needs to be developed to cater for the future projected growth in 

public transport use in the North Western & South Western growth corridors. 

 

In Western Sydney for example people using the rail network have to rely on 

motor vehicles to get to the station often due to the distances that people live 

from the Station or the time that people have to leave in the morning for the 

commute to work. 

Compare this to those that live in areas that are better serviced by public 

transport or are living in the more inner city regions of the city. 

People living in western Sydney will require a greater number of secure parking 
spaces at railway stations to meet the demands for parking, something that Mr 
Peter Khoury from the NRMA advocated “that more parking is required at train 

stations to encourage people to use public transport.” (Source Sydney Morning 

Herald 14.08.2016) 
 

Heavy rail & light rail can complement each other by providing expanded transport 

options to the some of the fastest growing retail commercial & residential areas in 

Sydney.  

 

The light rail network could link to the heavy rail network and both networks could 

complement each other in increasing passenger movements, plus also allowing 

light rail to branch out to areas the current heavy rail network does not reach. 

 

The issue of overcrowding on rail transport needs to be addressed, as people living 

in inner city regions have issues with the city rail network with trains often 

congested by the time that they reach Parramatta. 

People living further east of Parramatta often have trouble finding seats during the 

morning & afternoon peak periods. 

 

One solution to this is either increasing the amount of cars on Interurban trains 

with limited stops at major stations for example Strathfield, Parramatta, Blacktown 

& Penrith. This would allow for commuters to have a faster journey, commuters 

could then connect to a service on a branch line for example the Richmond line. 

 



Improving the freight rail network 

 

Improving the freight rail network in Sydney is paramount in not only reducing 

the amount of heavy vehicles that utilise our arterial roads in Sydney. 

The amount of freight rail that is using the Sydney rail network also compete with 

the track rights of passenger trains using the Sydney rail network. 

With the amount of intermodal terminals increasing in the outer Sydney 

Metropolitan area away from Port Botany the demand for track access is going to 

increase.. 

 

 

 

 



 

                                 Intermodal Terminals 

With the proposed Badgerys Creek airport to be built freight terminals will be also 

built close by to the airport as well the existing and proposed motorways to be 

built in the future. 

Options for servicing these freight terminals include running freight trains on the 

Sydney rail network outside of peak operating times which could limit the 

efficiency of the intermodal terminals as the demand for services increases. 

The other option is to introduce freight only rail corridors into the Sydney 

network independent of the existing network around key junctions of the Sydney 

rail network. 

Developing freight only corridors will allow for freight trains to move 

independently. 

An independent freight link will free up freight trains having to compete for right 

of path access with passenger trains on the Sydney network. 

Investing in & improving the rail links between the intermodal terminals & the 

ports of Sydney & Wollongong this shall be a key driver to the economy of 

Western Sydney & New South Wales in terms of delivering tangible 

improvements in the supply chain network. 

Options for servicing these freight terminals include running freight trains on the 

Sydney rail network outside of peak operating times which could limit the 

efficiency of the intermodal terminals as the demand for services increases. 

Another more realistic option is to introduce freight only rail corridors into the 

Sydney network independent of the existing network around key junctions of the 

Sydney rail network. 

Having freight only corridors will allow for freight trains to move independently. 

An independent freight link will free up freight trains having to compete for right 

of path access with passenger trains on the Sydney network 



 

                     Proposed freight line linking the Southern line to the Western line  

Developing & refining the southern freight rail link bypassing the key junctions of 

the current Sydney rail network would be a great way to service the intermodal 

terminals that either exist or are to be constructed in the Western Sydney region 

of Sydney. 

Rail improvements to the Northern Sydney freight corridor would also benefit the 

network with longer passing loops for freight trains. 

This is particularly paramount as the Badgerys creek airport shall be built in the 

Southwestern growth corridor of Sydney. 

Having a freight rail link close to the existing logistics hub of Western Sydney & 

also the North western Sydney Business Park shall provide a great logistics benefit 

to these hubs by having both road and rail options for shipping freight on their 

door step. 



 

 

                                           Intermodal freight terminal locations 

                Source https://transportsydney.wordpress.com/tag/light-rail/page/13 

 

 

 

Planning long term improvements the Southern Sydney freight line is only a part 

of the equation for improving Sydney’s logistics capabilities. 

A major part of the missing link for the Southern Sydney freight line is the Maldon 

to Dombarton freight link. 

Having this link incorporated into the Southern freight line will improve the 

efficiencies of freight movements not just domestically freight movements 

internationally by allowing access to Port Kembla located at Wollongong, by 

freight trains heading on the Southern & Northern routes of this vital missing link 

in Sydney’s freight infrastructure. 

Furthermore a freight link with the Southern rail freight corridor would help 

reduce the number of trucks on the road heading towards Port Kembla. 

https://transportsydney.wordpress.com/tag/light-rail/page/13


Operators of the coal mines have no other option other than to use coal trucks to 

transport coal to Port Kembla and also the Wollongong steel mill. 

 

 
                   Partially competed infrastructure on the Maldon Dombarton Freight line 

                                                    Source Regional Australia Illawarra website                                                         

Building a direct link to Port Kembla this would enable freight trains heading 

Northbound avoiding the Cockatoo run climb and then being rerouted back 

towards Sydney through Moss Vale. 

The only other option currently in existence for freight trains is to travel directly 

North towards Sydney along the Illawarra line and then divert north using the 

Sydney rail network. 

Having a Maldon to Dombarton freight rail link will allow trains to enter the main 

Southern freight rail network at Picton to continue their journey to their 

destinations. 

This would save allot of time and deliver many efficiencies by allowing a 

secondary port to be used for freight shipments. 

With a second port to be opened up to rail freight this could allow further 



developments & enhancements to the Port of Wollongong such as building 

container terminals & also expanding on the coal and grain handling operations. 

 

Developing the Maldon to Dombarton link also would relieve the pressure on the 

Moss vale to Unanderra run which is a single line with passing loops on the line. 

A Maldon to Dombarton line could be built as a dual line allowing freight trains to 

not rely on passing loops to pass each other. 

The Moss Vale to Unanderra line could be used for trains travelling to & from the 

Southern regions of New South Wales and Victoria. 

 

 



 
                                           Maldon to Dombarton freight rail link 

                   Source Anthony Albanese website http://anthonyalbanese.com.au 
 

 

                                            

http://anthonyalbanese.com.au/


The Western Sydney orbital network would also be a key driver for delivering 

logistics improvements to rail freight movements. 

Having a dedicated freight line would allow for the current freight bottle necks 

occurring on the Pennant Hills line & also the Sydney metro network. 

The western Sydney orbital line would allow for a direct freight link to Intermodal 

terminals being built in Western Sydney & also South Western Sydney. 

 

 
                                                  The proposed Orbital railway line 

 

 



Fast tracking the orbital rail link this will allow for the rail link to be able to service 

the Badgeries Creek airport site, along with intermodal terminals that will be 

developed nearby. 

This will enable various businesses located in the Greater Sydney metro area and 

also regional New South Wales to be able to have great access to ports and also 

to the airport for International freight shipments. 

 

Having the Badgeries  Airport creek precinct being served by a solid freight 

connection this will allow for passengers and freight to be shipped rapidly to one 

of the fast growing economic areas in Australia. 

                                      Conclusion 

 

The challenges facing the competing needs of freight and passenger movements 

on Sydney’s road & rail network is a challenge that needs to be addressed to face 

the growing demand for passenger and freight movements on Sydney’s transport 

network. 

 

Part of these challenges can be met by providing light rail networks to move 

passengers around Sydney in areas currently not serviced by any rail links. 

 

The other challenge is providing adequate rail lines for freight movement; this can 

be achieved as mentioned earlier by providing freight only corridors and also 

completing missing links such as the Maldon Dombarton freight network. 

 

Improving Sydney’s road network to cater for the growing population of Sydney & 

also the competing interests supplying businesses across the greater Sydney area 

is paramount. 

With many businesses relocating to Business parks on the urban fringes of Sydney 

the focus needs to be providing direct access to motorway networks &  

establishing orbital ring roads & heavy vehicle only access routes where possible. 

 

Road & rail freight services need to be included as part of a holistic approach to 



improving Sydney’s transport networks rather than being treated as separate 

entities & competing modes of transport. 

The strength & benefits of road & rail freight need to incorporated as one 

network delivering a synergy of benefits to the greater Sydney metropolitan area. 

 

This is a challenge that can be addressed by Government and private stake 

holders working together to boost the productivity of the Sydney. 

 

I thank you for taking the time to read this report. 

Kind regards 

Paul Hutchinson 

 

  

NSW 2765 

Email :  
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