
Draft North District Plan

Submission_id: 31825
Date of Lodgment: 15 Dec 2017
Origin of Submission: Email

First name: Sean
Last name: Macken
Suburb: 2008

Submission content: I am writing on behalf of the owners of 
 in relation to draft Northern District Plan, especially regarding

the future planning for St Leonards Town Centre. We welcome the
Commissions focus in the District Plans on rejuvenating and supporting
the main strategic centres, especially St Leonards. St Leonards has
long suffered from a fragmented and disjointed planning as the centres
straddles three separate Local Council areas. This disjointed planning
has led to confusion over preferred land uses, conflicting infrastructure
priorities, and ad hoc, often developer led, zoning proposals. The result
of this fragmentation has been the relative decline of St Leonards as
an employment centre and a decline in the amenity and vibrancy of the
precinct. The advent of the new Metro Line provides a unique
opportunity to undertake a comprehensive and precinct wide review of
this area and an end to the fragmented and siloed thinking of the three
Local Councils. We believe that, despite the best intentions of the
Council’s which have controlled the area, St Leonards has failed to
live up to it’s potential as vibrant town centre. In many cases the
narrow interests of the respective neighbouring suburbs have been
given priority over the needs and aspirations of the wider community. A
centralised, Commission led, review of the future for the precinct is
both timely and welcome. We welcome the focus in the District Plan on



supporting greater employment density. St Leonards has access to a
wide and deep talent pool and this will be further enhanced by the new
Metro. It can support more employment, and this should be
encouraged. However, while we support greater density of employment
lands we are also supportive greater residential development in the
Precinct. St Leonards is currently a very dull precinct, especially after
working hours and on weekends. We believe that there is scope for
more Mixed-use zoning in and around the Centre as a sensible way to
balance the need for more employment and the need for more
housing. We see this as the best mechanism to enhance the precincts
vibrancy and to support a late-night economy. A more flexible zoning,
combined with greater density and height controls is both much
needed and long overdue. We would welcome the opportunity of
working with the Commission and the Department of Planning and
Environment to help drive the rejuvenation of this precinct. Should you
have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact me on
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