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Greater Sydney Commission                                                                           
Draft North District Plan                                                                                  

By email: submissions@gsc.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
14th December, 2017 
 

Submission re: Draft Revised Northern District Plan 2036 
 
 
The Belrose Rural Community Association Inc is a locally active and respected community 
group on Sydney’s Northern Beaches. 
 
From our mission statement “we are committed to working for the Belrose rural area and 
surrounds to improve and protect the natural environment, to encourage appropriate 
development and to enhance the wellbeing of our community.” 

Our aims include the “protection and enhancement of  the natural environment in the 
surrounding bushland and catchments”. 

We strongly object to proposals in the Greater Sydney Planning Commission’s Northern Area 
Draft Plan which could have a large negative impact on the North Belrose area. 

Firstly,  it is unacceptable that the Draft Plan proposes that Garigal National Park on the western 
side of Forest Way become ‘Major Urban Parkland and Reserve’,  as this would allow use of this 
area for major recreation, ultimately resulting in its degradation. As shown by studies, this is a 
valuable area of Garigal National Park which contains threatened species of both flora and 
fauna, as well as providing a considerable wildlife corridor.  The upper catchment of Middle 
Harbour must be retained as bushland to filter the runoff of the surrounding urban areas. It is 
an extensive  area of bushland which should be proposed to be a ‘Protected Natural Area’ 
exactly as per the bushland on the eastern side of Forest Way Belrose. 

Secondly,  we have major concerns regarding the proposed planning to change the existing non 
urban area to urban in the areas west of Forest Way and adjoining Garigal National Park. This 
land is currently Warringah/Northern Beaches deferred lands  but was previously zoned non 
urban. The bushland will be greatly impacted by increased densities. There  are  more suitable 
areas of green space which do not contain valuable bushland which could be used for 
development.  Any development within or adjoining the National Park will cause harm to the 
sensitive and diverse ecosystems which exist within it, as well as adversely affecting the Middle 
Harbour catchment with potential pollution (including the spread of weed seeds) via 
stormwater. 
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The NSW State Government’s draft policy ‘Greener Places’  refers to  ‘an overarching scheme for 
ensuring connection and integration of our green assets…. An objective is to protect, conserve 
and enhance NSW’s network of green and open natural and cultural spaces’. This document 
shows North Belrose bushland as being an asset that deserves protection and is essential to 
ensure a healthy environment for the existing surrounding urban development. 
 
The development which has taken place and is ongoing in the Frenchs Forest area with the 
building of Northern Beaches Hospital and extensive associated roadworks has caused the 
removal of tracts of bushland. It seems logical to offset the losses of Frenchs Forest by retaining 
the bushland in North Belrose on both the western and eastern sides of Forest Way. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this matter, we look forward to future 
communication with the Commission. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Merrilee Brown 
Secretary 
 
Belrose Rural Community Association Inc 
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