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15 December 2017  

Mr. Geoff Roberts 
Acting West City District Commissioner 
Greater Sydney Commission 
PO Box 257 
Parramatta NSW 2124 

 

Dear Geoff, 

Re: Luddenham Landowners Group  

The Luddenham Landowners Group own land that is located west of The Northern Road and is 
bounded by Littlefields Road to the north, Mulgoa Creek to the west and Park Road to the south. The 
land is substantial in size, comprising around 700ha in area.   

The location of the landholding is depicted on the map below.  

MacroPlan made a submission to the previous draft District Plan and has been requested by the Group 
to continue to liaise with the Commission regarding the future urban potential of its land. 

The Landowners Group is disappointed that its land, which is unconstrained, not agriculturally 
productive and immediately adjacent the Western Sydney Airport, is once again identified as being 
within the Metropolitan Rural Area under the recently exhibited draft regional and district plans. 

The subject land has been recently considered by Penrith Council as part of its call for submissions for 
its Accelerated Housing Program. The land was not selected as part of this program, primarily because 
it was not accompanied by a developer-led masterplan and did not include details of a development 
delivery plan. In considering the site’s urban potential, however, Council noted that: 

The land is highly accessible to a number of infrastructure projects, such as The Northern Road, Western 
Sydney Airport and WSPGA. Development for the Development for the purposes of urban housing could 
respond to these, however, other land uses could also be appropriate. 

A map of the sites nominated by landowners as part of Penrith Council’s call for submissions is included 
at Appendix A.     

The Luddenham site has the ability to deliver substantially more new housing than the priority sites 
selected by Council and can assist considerably in delivering the Government’s housing and jobs 
agenda.  

Luddenham is a key location along the north-south corridor that connects Penrith and the 
Camden/Campbelltown areas. It will be serviced by rapid bus transit along The Northern Road and is 
proximate to the Western Sydney Airport and the employment lands that it supports. 

The land’s urban potential and key strategic location is obvious, as it its unsuitability as ‘metropolitan 
rural’ land. 
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Luddenham Landowners Group – location of land holdings 

Source: Google, 2017 

Whilst Luddenham is a greenfield location, we note that the exhibited plans identify key criteria for 
the selection of urban renewal opportunities:   

Opportunities for urban renewal need to be considered by location and by capacity of existing and 
proposed infrastructure. In older more established parts of Greater Sydney, urban renewal opportunities 
may exist around regional transport and strategic centres where links for walking and cycling promote 
a healthy lifestyle. 

Where there is significant investment in transit corridors, both existing and proposed, urban renewal 
may best be investigated in key nodes along the corridor. Corridor investigations can provide a longer-
term strategic context while the development of precincts within the corridor is sequenced over time. 

The Commission proposes locational criteria for urban renewal investigation opportunities to include: 



 

P a g e  | 3 

• alignment with investment in regional and district infrastructure … 

• accessibility to jobs … 

• accessibility to regional transport …  

• the catchment area that is within walking distance of centres with rail, light rail or regional bus 
transport. 

The irony of the nominated criteria for urban intensification is that Luddenham, on the footsteps of 
the Western Sydney Airport and immediately adjacent to new regional transport infrastructure, is 
more suited to urban intensification than most of the established parts of Sydney.   

The sheer size of the Luddenham landholding suggests that it should not be ignored by the Commission 
in its future planning for Western Sydney. The land provides a unique alternate opportunity for new 
housing and jobs to be provided, particularly given that the delivery of targeted homes and jobs in the 
nominated ‘planned precincts’ is likely to prove difficult to achieve. 

On behalf of the Luddenham Landowners Group we once again request that the urban capabilities of 
the subject land be immediately recognised by the relevant regional and district plans in order to 
provide a context for the further consideration of its potential.  

This could be achieved by removing the land from the designated Metropolitan Rural Area 
classification and commencing dialogue with the land owners about how and when the land may be 
converted to a higher use. 

We look forward to further discussions in this regard.   

Yours sincerely, 

 

Wayne Gersbach 
General Manager - NSW 
 
 
CC: Penrith City Council – Attention: Craig Butler 
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Penrith’s Accelerated Housing Program – Sites Suggested by Landowners 

 

Luddenham Landowners Group Site  
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