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Greater Sydney Commission 
PO Box 257 

Parramatta NSW 2124 
 

Town Planning Submission in relation to Multiple District Plans: 
 

▪ Western City District 

▪ Central City District 
▪ Eastern City District  

▪ North District 
▪ South District  

 

Dear Greater Sydney Commission, 
 

This letter has been prepared on behalf of Goodman Property Services Australia Pty Ltd (Goodman) and forms 
a submission to the five (5) draft District Plans. This submission specifically relates to Goodman’s landholdings 

throughout Sydney. Further to the submission made in March of this year to the original draft District Plans, 
this letter responds to the updated content of the draft District Plans released for public comment in October.  

 

In relation to all the draft plans Goodman are especially concerned about: 
 

1. The affordable housing expectations of the GSC are unrealistic and will not create a meaningful 
contribution to the task of creating affordable housing.  Goodman consider that it is appropriate for 

the GSC to more intensively investigate this issue and create a meaningful policy with respect to 

affordable housing and in particular key worker housing.  Perhaps a forum for discussing this issue is 
required, prior to which the GSC might release its report that confirms that a 5-10% levy on 

developers for affordable housing is viable and how much affordable housing the GSC envisages that 
this will create.  Goodman has developed an affordable housing model which it considers will provide 

a significant contribution to the delivery of key worker housing and would like to take the GSC 

through that model. 

 

2. The draft Infrastructure Plan does not deal with the infrastructure deficit in western Sydney, in 
particular Eastern Creek.  The entire focus on future employment lands is focused on Badgerys 

Creek which is not zoned for employment and the airport will not commence operations for some 10 
years.  In the meantime, Eastern Creek requires a proper plan for the funding of road infrastructure 

over the next 5 years.  It is unclear to Goodman as to why there is no meaningful discussion about 

the funding of the road network for Eastern Creek.  It appears to be assumed by the GSC that 
Eastern Creek will look after itself.  However this is not the case, and without a clear plan for the 

delivery of infrastructure to this precinct its ability to continue to produce jobs for western Sydney is 

not assured. 



TOWN PLANNING SUBMISSION  

Town Planning Submission to the Draft Western City District Plan  
Goodman – Moorebank Employment Lands   

 

2 

 

3. The draft Infrastructure Plan and the District Plan for Central Sydney fails to appreciate the need for 
a dedicated freight road connection between Port Botany and Westconnex.  The governments 

proposed road widening of existing local roads completely fails to appreciate the enormity of the 
freight task across Sydney particularly as container traffic and resultant movements will continue to 

grow.  There is an implied assumption that the increase of rail freight movements might take care of 

the increase in container movements. However, Goodman’s view is that the solution proposed by 
the government will compromise the efficiency of Sydney airport and definitely cause congestion 

across the precinct resulting in more expensive and less efficient movement of containers to western 

Sydney. 

 

4. The blanket moratorium on rezoning of industrial land is confounding. There is no empirical evidence 

published to support this policy statement and to enforce such a policy is at complete odds with the 

strategic intentions of creating a 30 minute city, creating more jobs in western Sydney, evolving and 
activating old industrial precincts for higher order jobs and other uses and creating a liveable 

City.  Goodman is one of the largest industrial landlords in the world.  The knowledge and expertise 
that Goodman has in relation to the development and management of warehousing for the world’s 

largest freight and logistics operators, such as Toll and DHL, and e-commerce enterprises such as 

Amazon, suggests that the formulation of a policy that seeks to retain all the existing industrial 
precincts across Sydney is fundamentally flawed.  To maintain such a policy will cause a serious 

misallocation of resources and will retard the very objectives that the GSC proclaims its draft plans 
will deliver. Goodman strongly recommend that this issue be revisited with a genuine engagement 

with industrial landlords and freight and logistic operators. 

 

It is requested that the Greater Sydney Commission pursues the recommendations advised in this submission 

in order to facilitate a viable and sustainable future.  
 

Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 

Chris Wilson 

Director 
Willowtree Planning 
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