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My comments follow in response to the draft Region Plan and revised draft District Plan:

I live in Kingsford and the primary focus of my submission is the Central District

I support:
- the concept of three Metropolitan Cities and 30 minute cities.

I have concerns about: 
the projected population growth for Sydney being far too high and over too short a period
the assumption that population growth is a given, desirable, unstoppable, and necessary for 
economic growth
the exponential growth of high density housing around Mascot, Green Square, Eastgardens; lack 
of architectural merit, green space, and planned infrastructure, such as schools, medical 
services, etc.
the seemingly unrestricted constructions around transport hubs, with trains already below 
capacity (e.g. Green Square), and the Light Rail to Kensington/Kingsford/Randwick below 
capacity without additional population growth in these townships
the proliferation of ‘affordable accommodation’ in suburbs close to UNSW, with non-affordable 
rents and catering almost exclusively to well to do overseas students
Inequity in terms of green space between suburbs within and between districts 
increase in shared green space for an ever increasing population, such as golf clubs and parks 
(lungs of our City), rather than creation of new green space in townships where people reside
parks converted almost exclusively to sport fields (e.g. Moore Pk, Heffron Park), and their 
commercialisation
the loss of hundreds of mature trees, some century old,, along the corridor of the Eastern Sydney 
Light Rail
the haphazard approach to transport with focus on motorways and lack of a metro network 
linking central hubs across Greater Sydney
impact on water table/resources, sewerage, etc..
current, insufficient regulation to ensure highest standard in terms of energy, water savings, etc., 
and existing trade-offs by increasing building heights/reducing floor space.
the removal of local community input to their areas as developments exceeding $3m to be 
determined by a small panel consisting of one community member only; to be selected by the 
Council; risk of vested interests and incongruous spot development as a result

In my view, for Sydney to be a liveable place , I would like to see:
decentralisation to stimulate growth in major regional centres rather than massive concentration 
in Sydney 
greater consideration of social impacts from extreme high density development and small living 
spaces
mixed housing development to cater for diverse populations (families, aged, couples, singles) in 
new and redevelopment area 
protection of heritage, buildings and sites of merit that reflect the history and character of 
townships, and attention to new development in synergy with ‘the older’.
architectural merit for new developments with attention to functionality and high standard building 
materials both externally and internally to attract businesses and unit ownership
regulated, increased setbacks and underground power lines for new developments to allow for 
treelined streets, such as a continuous boulevard along Anzac Pde from Kingsford to the City of 
Sydney.
articulated setback for buildings on street fronts, to catch more light, allow greenery at ‘terrace 
levels’, and create friendlier streetscapes



provide open areas on larger developments to increase visual space and places for relaxation, 
e.g. courtyard/outdoor play areas/green space /space in and between buildings
strategies to purchase/create open, public space in Town Centres where people live, to foster 
community life for gatherings and children to escape from apartment living
alternatives to large shopping plazas, e.g. lanes with businesses such as Kiaora Lane in 
Woolahra, and continuation of small businesses/shops/restaurants along streets such as Anzac 
Parade, fostering street life and increasing safety at night
proper, transparent planning to ensure that essential infrastructure such as schools and 
kindergartens, youth and aged facilities, public space, parking, traffic, local job opportunities go 
hand in hand with population growth
inclusion of culture and art facilities in the planning stage
a comprehensive futuristic, public transport plan with a metro network across Greater Sydney 
(underground in central districts/townships), and train lines (passenger and freight) reducing 
need for motor transport and greenhouse gas emissions
regulations to ensure non-negotiable best practise in terms of energy, water savings, waste 
disposal, etc.
regulations to combat climate change
local communities as a key stakeholder in the planning process and rollout of all collaboration 
areas (currently not the case); 
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