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PO Box 398, Parramatta NSW 2124 
Level 14, 169 Macquarie Street 

Parramatta NSW 2150 
www.waternsw.com.au 

ABN 21 147 934 787 

18 December 2017 

Greater Sydney Commission 
PO Box 257 
Parramatta NSW 2124 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Contact: Malcolm Hughes 

  

  

Subject: Submission to the draft Greater Sydney Region Plan and draft District Plans 

WaterNSW is writing to make a submission on the Greater Sydney Commission's (GSC) draft 
Greater Sydney Region Plan - Our Greater Sydney 2056 A metropolis of three cities- connecting 
people (the Regional Plan), and associated draft District Plans. 

WaterNSW manages the dams that collect rainwater runoff from river catchments to the south and 
west of Sydney. The water is stored in dams and transported via a network of rivers, pipes and 
canals to Sydney Water and other customers. We are also responsible for protecting the declared 
Sydney catchment area, and developing infrastructure options for water supply security and 
reliability. 

The opportunity to collaborate with the GSC in the making of the plans is welcomed. The level of 
importance the plans place on infrastructure is considered critical in the delivery of an efficient, 
livable global city. 

In response to the exhibited plans WaterNSW raises the following issues: 

WaterNSW Infrastructure 

WaterNSW owns and operates the Upper Canal and the Warragamba to Prospect pipelines that 
traverse western and south western Sydney. These are critical water supply infrastructure 
supplying raw water to the Prospect water filtration plant operated by Sydney water. The plans 
identify opportunities for recreational activities within and across the corridors within which this 
infrastructure is located. The ability of WaterNSW to operate this infrastructure efficiently and 
effectively and with minimal risks is a priority, with any proposed recreational activities only 
possible if the infrastructure and supply risks can be adequately managed. A key risk is 
contamination of the waters of the Upper Canal. There are also potential regulatory issues that 
require resolution before such activities can occur associated with the classification of these 
corridors as Controlled Areas. 

WaterNSW will collaborate with the GSC closely to assess the risks, explore how these can be 
managed and resolve associated regulatory matters. 

Prospect Reservoir and surrounding Special Area lands 

The draft Regional Plan and draft Central City District Plan identify Prospect Reservoir and the 
surrounding Special Area lands as presenting opportunities for open space and recreational uses 
(including water based activities). 
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The draft Central City District Plan states: 

"The District's wate!Ways provide opportunities for enhanced passive and active open 
space. For example, Prospect Reservoir has the potential to become a valuable 
recreational location. It is a magnificent 520 hectare water body with an adjacent nature 
reserve around its northern perimeter and the Western Sydney Parklands nearby. There 
could be opportunities to enhance and activate the recreational areas along the waterfront. 
This could also integrate the reservoir into the wider Western Sydney Parklands tourism 
precinct." (p.1 00) 

Prospect Reservoir and the surrounding Special Area remain a critical operational asset to 
WaterNSW. Increased public access to foreshore areas for recreational activities can pose an 
increased risk to the delivery of a safe, secure water supply. WaterNSW will collaborate with the 
GSC to ensure these risks are addressed during the further assessment of recreational 
opportunities. 

Warragamba to Prospect Pipelines corridor 

Figures in the draft Regional Plan and the draft Western City Plan identify for investigation a 
freight rail line in potentially an area within a section of the Warragamba to Prospect Pipelines 
corridor. This corridor is classified as a Controlled Area (fenced with WaterNSW approved access 
only). 

There are a number of risks associated with the operation of a freight rail line within the vicinity of 
the pipelines and we will collaborate with relevant agencies to address these at both the 
conceptual and detailed planning stages. 

Strategies 

The draft Regional plan contains a series of strategies. WaterNSW is in particular has an interest 
in the following strategies and requests the opportunity to be involved in their further development: 

a. Strategy 25.3 - Health of Catchments and Waterways 

b. Strategy 26.1 -South Creek Corridor Plan 

c. Strategy 32.1 - Green Grid 

WaterNSW would appreciate the opportunity to meet with the Commission to discuss the issues 
raised prior to the finalisation of the plans. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Should you require further information, please contact 
Malcolm Hughes on . 

Yours sincerely 

FIONA SMITH 
Executive Manager Water & Catchment Protection 
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