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31 March, 2017 
 
 
Greater Sydney Commission 
Draft West District Plan 
P.O. Box 257 
Parramatta 
NSW, 2124 
 
Attention: Mr Sean O’Toole OAM  
 
Dear Mr O’Toole, 
 
RE: AFL Feedback to Draft West District Plan 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Draft West District Plan. 
 
Greater Sydney’s West District has well established, stable pockets of junior and senior AFL 
participation. Expected population growth due to the construction phase and then operations of 
Badgerys Creek Airport will fuel growth in all sports. We are keen to ensure Australian Rules 
Football grounds in the West District are capable of accommodating our expected growth. 
 
The Greater Sydney West District Plan outlines a comprehensive vision for the area over the 
next 20 years. In our opinion, however, the plan does not recognise the importance of sporting 
facilities within these key growth regions. Sport plays a pivotal role in building strong and healthy 
communities and has a demonstrated track record of physical, mental and social benefits to 
participants in all local communities. The role that sport plays in the community addresses a 
number of the Premiers priorities. 
    
Whilst sports and sporting facilities are acknowledged in Liveability Priority 14 – ‘Develop a West 
District sport and recreation participation strategy and sport and recreation facility plan’ the depth 
of consideration doesn’t recognise the significance that the population increase will have on the 
demand for green space, playing fields and appropriate supporting facilities. Existing sporting 
facilities barely cope with current population demands. Interestingly, Liveability Priority 3 – 
‘Councils to increase housing capacity across the District’ calls for increased housing capacity 
in the district, further challenging accessibility to sporting infrastructure. 
 
Venues and facilities that are shared among different sports is an acceptable and welcomed 
solution. Liveability Priority 15 – ‘Support planning for shared spaces’ must deliver more multi-
sport venues that have the ability to accommodate a footprint of two rectangle fields overlaying 
one oval. The use of synthetic surfaces and multi-use facilities will allow for maximum usage 
and financial viability. 
 
Specific to Australian Rules Football, in 2016, participation across all of the AFL’s programs 
within NSW/ACT increased by 10%. This growth is a result of professionally run programs based 
at schools, a focus on female and multi-cultural sectors and an increased awareness of the AFL 
brand through the recent success of the Sydney Swans, GWS GIANTS and the new AFL 
Women’s competition. In particular, in the Sydney region participation has experienced double 
digit growth for more than 10 years.  
 
The West District currently has 6 (six) AFL grounds. The current demand and forecast growth 
from the 2,001 junior players (5 years to 12 years) predicts an AFL ground shortage of a further 
2 (two) grounds in 2020, based on the National average of 7 teams per ground. 
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In summary, the forecast increase in population within the West District of Greater Sydney and 
forecast increase In AFL participation requires more ovals and facilities to cater for the demand. 
AFL NSW/ACT are working on a variety of different projects and feel the following deserve a 
level of priority due to their ability to enhance the capacity to grow community Australian Rules 
Football: 

- Greygums Oval 2, Cranebrook – establish new multi-sport amenities block 

- Tom Hunter Park, Faulconbridge – resurface playing venue, upgrade athletics 

infrastructure, upgrade of amenities block to current standards for multi-sport usage  

 

We welcome the opportunity to further discuss the Draft District plan in person. Thank you for 

this opportunity to provide this submission from AFL NSW/ACT. 

 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Sam Graham 
Chief Executive Officer 
AFL NSW/ACT 
 
CC: Matt Miller, CEO NSW Office of Sport 


